
OUSTER COUNTY IS SHOCKED BY 
THE STORY OF HORRIBLE AC

CIDENT AT MONTEVIDEO.

. DOMINY ESCAPES
Relatives Leave Miles City Tuesday 

Morning for the See le o f the 
Accident— Story <.f tlie 

Affair in Deti 11.

#  /  &
if  The<£ead: if
if  V.' 'lam B. Hill, prominent
#  rii'u.man of Miles City, Mont. <*

'i'homas Hill, Miles City. if
George B. Leper, Hosmer, O

„• S. D. O
O J. D. Dechtie, Greenway, S. O
O D. if
O The injured: ' O
O William Dominy, Miles City, O
O Mont., serious. O
O George Rahseld,, Aberdeen, O
O S. D., serious. O
O Tate Parker, Milwaukee en- O
O gineer. O
O Fireman Stickler. O
O O
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O

The deaths of William B. Hill and 
his son, Thomas Hill, has cast a pall 
over Custer county. The story of the 
wreck as told in an Associated Press 
report is as follows:

Montevideo, Minn., Oct. 30.— Four 
stockmen from Montana and South 
Dakota were killed, two injured, with 
slight chances for recovery, and an 
engineer and fireman badly crippled 
one miles west of this city this morn
ing, when section 4 of the Milwaukee 
eastbound passenger train No. 6, from 
Butte, crashed into the rear end of a 
stock train as it was endeavoring to 
back into the siding to let the passen
ger by. Engineer Tate Parker and 
Fireman Stickler, of the passenger, 
saw the tail lights of the stock ca
boose and jumped mstime to save 
themselves. Both were injured.

Six stockmen, coming east with the 
trainload of cattle, were asleep in the 
caboose when the passenger bore 
down upon it and four were killed 
outright. Two, George Rahseld, of 
Aberdeen, S. I>, and William Dominy. 
o f Miles City, Mont , managed to crawl 
out of the mass of llamlng and twisted 
steel and iron, more dead than alive 
They are frightfully burned and in
jured and are not expected to live

The force of the impact cumph tel> 
shattered the caboose, derailed the 
two cars of cattle ahead of it and 
toppled the engine of the passenger 
train over sideways across the track 
on tot* of the writ ltage

Bodies Arc Burned.
Fire started and before rescuers 

•could get at the bodies' of the four 
men buried beneath the mass of the 
flames they were burned to a crisp. 
Two cars of cattle were also burned 
before the fire department of the city 
got to the scene

The scene as related by the train 
crew and passengers was most horri
ble. Had it not been for willing ef
forts of ev ery one on the passenger 
train and the prompt arrival of the 
firemen the entire mixed load of cat
tle would probab ly  have been con
sumed. Box cars on near-by tracks 
were licked up by the hungry flames, 
and In order to save the passenger 
coaches they were uncoupled and 
pushed back by the passengers and 
members o f the train crew.

Late th'B afternoon the charred re
mains -of the men burned to death 
were recovered. No positive identi
fication is possible, but it is expected 
that the unfortunate men were Wil
liam B. Ilill and his son, Thomas, of 
Miles City. Mont., George Leper, of 
Hosmer, S. D., and J. D. Dechtie, of 
Greenway, S. D.

The Montevideo fire department 
started extinguishing the flames, doc
tors and surgeons were rushed to the 
scene and everything was done for 
the injured and the latter were re
moved to this city.

> Cause is Unknown.
The cause of the accident is un

known, but it Is supposed that either 
the crew of the stack train, which was 
running as third section of No. 6 on 
passenger scheddule, got behind time 

\or that the crew of Butte section No. 
4 gained on its time, the distance be
tween sect'ions. At the point where 
the passenger hit the stock train it Is 
down grade and the brakes, although 
used, did not stop the train. Not a 
passenger in the train was badly in
jured, although several suffered from 
spraifis or minor bruises from the Shd- 
d^n shock of the collision.

Tonight at the hospital here it was 
ktated that there waa very small hopes 
for the recovery of G. O. Rahseld and 
William Dominy. Both were terribly 
burned about the face and body be
fore they managed to crawl from the 
■wreckage, and in the .crash received 
broken bones and internal injuries' 
from  which, it Is thought they cannot 
possibly recover.*

t Wrecking trains are at work tonight 
( on ;the mass of twisted dr on and. steel 

arid the crews are3 making heroic , ef

forts to get the track in shape for 
traffic. The burned cattle are being 
hauled from the scene as rapidly as 
possible. The property loss will be in 
the neighborhood of; ?75,000.

Leave for Scene.
District Judge Sydney Sanner, Jo- 

seph^Hill and Mrs. William Dominy 
were called to Montevideo, Minn., on 
a Milwaukee train early Tuesday 
morning on account of the wrecking 
of the'caboose on a stock train in 
Montevideo yards by an engine run
ning into it through an open switch 
and killing W. D. Hill, father of Mrs. 
Sanner; Thomas Hill, son of Joseph 
Hill, and in’the injuring of Mr. Domi
ny. Mrs. Hill and daughter did not 
go as it was learned that the remains 
of their relatives were somewhat 
burned in addition to disfigurement 
and was not considered wise that they 
should see them until properly pre
pared. The bodies will be brought to 
Miles City for burial

Air Dominy is in a hospital at Mon
tevideo with a scalp wound and a 
broken arm, but this afternoon was 
reported by wire as not seriously hurt.

Messrs Hill and Dominy are pros
perous stockmen o f Cster county, liv
ing about 25 miles southeast of Miles 
City. Frank Bircher, another Csuter 
county stockman, was on the first sec
tion of the train with his stock, and 
Hill and Dominy would have been on 
the same section had not Hill’s cattle 
broken herd before shipment and the 
delay caused them to ship on the later 
train.
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GLEN DIVE PEOPLE LEARN HOW 
IT IS TO FIGJEIT THE FIERCE 

PRAIRIE FIRES.

It may be quite a’ thrilling and inter
esting sight^tg^atand and watch a de
vouring prairie fire from a safe dis
tance. It is quite another thing to be 
obliged to face it and fight it at close 
quarters, says the Dawson County Re
view.

This is the verdict of some promi
nent Gendive people, who last Friday 
had just that sort of an experience.

C. D. Holleclcer, a well-known local 
merchant, took his daughter, Miss 
Jessie Hollecker, in his automobile, 
out to the Burns creek country for a 
visit with her friend. Miss Norma 
Coover, who resided in Glendive for 
several months before going on a 
homestead, and who has charmed 
many Glendive audiences with her 
singing.

Miss ( ’nmer and her mother have 
adjacent homesteads in what was 
known to the old-timers as the "beef 
slough" country, about seven miles 
from the hustling town of Savage, 
on the ine of the Missouri River 
railway.

Shortly after Mr Hoiln ker and his 
daughter arrived at Miss Comer's 
“shack,” a prairie lire was seen to 
have started Just a short distance 
uvvai, the grass having evidently be- 
i ome ignited from a small bonfire used 
1>> a young man to cook his dinner.

It was at once seen that the lire 
was of a serious nature, and that, in 
its spread, it would threaten the build
ings of the Coov er omesteads. as 
well as several stacks of hay and other 
property. Accordingly, Mr. Hollecker, 
having safely enscounded his auto
mobile with its dangerous supply of 
gasoline In the center of a plowed field, 
began to fight the lire single handed— 
no, hardly that, for he had able assist 
anee from the three ladles, namely, 
Mrs. Coover. Miss Coover and Miss 
Hollecker, who carried water and at 
times fought the flames with gunny 
sacks In the same manner us Mr. Hol
lecker himself.

The buttle continued uninterruptedly 
from 1 30 to 4 30 p m., before help 
came. Then, attracted by the smoke 
from burning haystacks, several men 
came out from Savage and other 
nearby localities and helped In the 
good work. But, in spite of all that 
could be done, the fire burned fiercely 
over an area of perhaps 12 to 15 
miles. The work done by Mr. Holleck
er and his courageous lady assistants 
saved at least two stacks of hay and 
other property from destruction. The 
flames were fanned by a strong wind, 
and it. was nothing at all to see them 
Jump the road in places, all of which 
Illustrates the constant danger from 
this menace o f prairie fires, and dem
onstrates the unfailing care that 
should be exercised to guard against 
them.
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AN EFFORT IS BEING* MADE TO 

.GET PENSIONS IU R  THOSE 
ENGAGED IN BATTLES.

The Independent Is In receipt of the 
following letter from Henry ’Hegwer,' 
national commander of the National 
Indian War Veterans, with headqaurt- 
ers at Denver*^

“ We desire to communicate through 
the columns of your valuable paper, 
to obtain the names and addresses of 
those who served in the United States 
and volunteer service after the civil 
war until 1883 against the hostile In
dians on the western frontier, in or
der that their names and records may 
be placed on the books of the asso
ciation so that they may benefit by 
the act now pending before congress, 
as soon as it becomes a law.

"The National Indian War Veterans, 
a norganizatlon with headquarters at 
1643 Market street, Denver. Colo., at 
their last regular meeting, decided to 
send two delegates, Henry Hegwer, the 
national commander, and C. R. Hauser 
the national secretary, to Washing
ton, to Inaugurate a vigorous cam
paign for the purpose of procuring 
pensions for those noble and brave 
soldiers who defended the frontier in 
the early days, and who have so far 
been unjustly neglected by this gov
ernment, whose great western empire 
they so valiantly protected, making it’ 
possible for this generation to develop 
its unlimited resources and live in 
peace and prosperity.”

There are many Indian war veter
ans in this section of the country, 
vvho fought in the different wars.

This call should have many re
sponses from western Montana.

INTO BOZEMAN NOW. The Chi
cago, Milwaukee & Puget Sound Rail
road company Tuesday began opera
tion of train services over the Gallatin 
Valley railroad, an electric interurban 
recently acquired by St. Paul Inter
ests. The line extends from Bozeman 
to Thi'ee Forks, a distance of 30 miles, 
with a survey route for further exten
sions in the Gallatin valley to the 
extent of about 150 miles.

ARREST PRIEST

For Evading Quarantine While on a 
Death Call.

The Very Rev’. Victory Day, vicar 
general -of the Catholic dldcese of Hel
ena, and one of the best known prel
ates of the state, was placed on trial 
in the justice court Saturday afternoon 
on the charge of having violated a 
scarlet fever quarantine. The mother 
of an East Helena child telephoned to 
the priest that her daughter was Very 
ill) and asked him to come out and ad
minister the last rites of the church. 
Father Day responded, and, according 
to the testimony, ignored the quaran
tine sign and entered the house. Com-, 
plaint was''made to the county heatlh 
officer, Dr. S. A. Cooney, and he fll.ed 
formal charges against the priest.

At the conclusion of the hearing 
Justice Terrence O’Donnell took the 
case under advisement. '
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if STATE NEWS. " if
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Among the pans considered by the 
country life commission for effecting 
its work in Montana are farmers’ 
clubs, which have proved useful in 
other states.

Wheat has dropped to seventy-four 
cents per bushel in Gallatin county 
and the greater portion of the large 
crop is being stored by farmers there 
who are awaiting a better price.

W. A. Marcellus, brakeman on the 
Idaho division of the Northern Pacific 
road, died at Missoula Saturday night, 
having been struck by a water tank 
pipe at Paradise Saturday evening.

Throwing open of land on the Dear
born project on October 22 was can
celled by the Cary land act board, re
clamation having progressed so slow
ly that the land could not be ready 
for settlers.

The houses of Hamilton arq being 
numbered and when the numbering of 
the residences as well as the business 
blocks is complete, measures will be 
taken toward Installing free delivery 
of mail within the cltl imits.

At a meeting held in Havre October 
22, to agree on a line for the division 
of Chouteau county, it was unanimous
ly decided to divide the county into 
three counties. Chouteau will retain 
Fort Benton as the county seat. One 
of the cocuntles is to be named Hill.

News came from Whlteflsh October 
25 that a tank car containing 6,500 
gallons of gasoline had exploded at 
Essex, causing a serious injury to two 
laborers and lesser Injuries to eight or 
ten others. Supposedly some one at
tempted drawing gasoline from the 
tank by torch light.

Mrs* Thomas Comerford, of Missou
la, has brought suit against the city of 
Missoula for 335,000, her husband hav
ing been killed while working in' a 
ditch in the city when the cribbing 
gave way. Mrs. Comerford claims that 
the cribbing was not of standard qual
ity. . .

A public hearing will be held in 
Heena November 16 by the railroad 
commission when evidence will be 
heard relating to switching charges 
between the Chicago, Milwaukee and 
Puget Sound and Great Northfern 
railrpads at Judith Gap. and between 
the first named company and the 
Northern Pacific at Missoula.
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All Work Guaranteed 
First Glass.
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ISMAT, MONTANA.
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Sale of Snowflake Graniteware
Don’t forget our Sale of Snowflake Graniteware,

300 pieces to be sold at 50 cents. Pails, dishpans, 
wash-dishes, stew-pans, tea kettles, tea pots, rice 
cookers, in fact the assortment consists o f almost 
everything used in the kitchen.

1
On September 3rd we will commence to distribute 

to our patrons a-good durable thermometer gratis. 
Don’t fail to inspect our goods and get our priced 
before buying.
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