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iu'“ — •^’ fA C H  year finds tens of thou- 

§£> sands of American citizens mak- 
^■‘-ing patriotic pilgrimages to the 
A • home and tomb of George Wash

ington at Mount Vernon on the 
^Potomac river. Almost without 
;r. exception these tourists “stop 
jov er” going or coming at the 
.quaint o ld ‘town of Alexandria, 

|(Va., located about half way-be-- 
tween the city of Washington 
and Mount Vernon. Many of' 
the visitors declare Alexandria 
almost if not quite as interest
ing as the far-famed country 

seat of the Father of His Country. Old Alexan
dria would be well worthy a visit merely as a 
•fine example of an old colonial town, rich in the 
architecture of the period, but -added to this is 
the historical significance that it was George 
Washington’s “home town.”

Hither he came to attend the balls and other 
social festivities that brought out all the landed 
gentry of the old dominion; here he attended 
church every Sunday when residing at Mount 
Vernon; and to this place he repaired when 
^business matters connected with his large estate 
required legal or other adjustment that could 
not readily be negotiated on the plantation. Al
exandria was .the meeting place of the Masonic 
lodge of which George Washington wab so prom
inent a member and here was located a volunteer 
fire company that boasted our first president as 
one of its members. In short, from every stand
point, Alexandria meant more to George Washing
ton than the nearest town or cross-roads com
munity is apt to do to the present-day American 
farmer in this era of rural free delivery and rail
roads and trolleys and automobiles.
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In George Washington’s time Alexandria—or 
Bellhaven as it was at first known along about 
the middle of the eighteenth century—was one of 
the most prominent ports in the United States and 
seemed to hold out every promise of extensive 
development in the future. George Washington 
himself took a hand in booming the port, which 
developed an extensive foreign trade. The docks 
were crowded with warehouses filled with corn, 
tobacco and other products, while in the harbor 
were always to be found many of the largest class 
of cargo ships of that period loading anu dis
charging a variety of commodities. As the Amer
ican terminus of a heavy overseas’s trade Alex
andria became well known in shipping circles in 
England, and it was thought for a time that the 
port on the Potomac would overshadow Balti
more. Then came the various influences that 
combined to bring about the commercial eclipse 
of the little city so dear to the heart of the na
tion’s liberator. One of the first of these was the 
establishment only a few’ miles away of the capi
tal of the nation, which speedily overshadowed 
Alexandria in various ways. Then came the 
building of railroads, which diverted much traffic 
to other channels, and finally the Civil war 
helped to put a blight upon the community 
which had long been one of the strongholds of the 
Lees of Virginia.

But even in this twentieth century neglected 
Alexandria gets “on the map” as least, one day 
each year—namely, on the 22d of February, when 
with each recurring anniversary of Washington’s 
birthday there is a. big celebration'in the little 
city that is filled with landmarks and objects 
identified with the private life and public career 
of the leader of the Revolution. Often the presi
dent of the United States goes to Alexandria by 
boat or trolley to participate in the exercises, 
and the .governors o f Virginia and Maryland are 
invariably invited. On such ^occasions the town 
which 1b located in closer proximity to .historic 
Mount yernon than is any other community, ap
pears almost too Ism ail' to - accommodate the 
crowds that 'inyade her. public places. For, be it 
known,:, for /..that^ttere'; arehandsom e, ‘ Well-

, payed. business :/s&ee6ythat;^afford •• a-rbiite of 
parade for the vpro<^ssI6tfpthat.isrto^lnvartable 
feature,of this holiday?;there Are either highways 
and by w ays.itf the 'stoidi:;idigi^ed;r^onse^ative 
old town
they'.have undergone little if anyjajteratioh since 
the-days of George Washington. V  ,

‘Old Alexandria is, “going on” , three- hundred.

conspicuously before his countrymen. Here, in 
the old Carlisle house, which remains to this day 
one of the chief “ show places” of the historic 
old town, George Washington and other leading 
men of the colony had a lengthy conference with 
the British commander on the night before the 
expedition set out upon the campaign which was 
destined to go down in history as “ Braddock’s 
defeat.”

The old Carlisle house, which is assuredly one 
of the most interesting structures in the United 
States, fell sadly into decay some years ago, al
though a move looking to its complete -restoration 
has latterly been ‘made by a patriotic society. 
George Washington was a frequent guest at 
Carlisle house— the mansion of Major Carlisle, 
and when, after a social function in Alexandria 
he returned to Mount Vernon by boat It was al
most invariably from the Carlisle house that he 
set out, the terraced grounds of the mansion 
sloping down to the river, rendering it convenient 
for General Washington and his house guests to 
step into the barge to be rowed to his manor 
bouse farther down on the Virginia shore of the 
Potomac. It was also General Washington's cus
tom to sup at Carlisle house each 22d of February 
when he came to Alexandria to attend the “ Birth 
Night Balls,”  which were instituted in his honor 
in-Alexandria after'he .rose to fame-as the hero 
o f the War fori Independence.- These balls were 
held at Claggett’s tavern and constituted the su
preme height of Alexandria’s social glory.

General Washington was most intimately identi
fied with the history of Alexandria from the year 
1763, when he purchased considerable property in 
the town. He showed himself a good citizen by 
becoming a member of the Friendship Fire En
gine company. This was a volunteer organization

NAMING THE BOY.

r«;for any such thing as a fire-fighting 
•'•.department with paid employes was, 

of course, totally unknown in those 
days. Tradition recounts that not 
only was the Father of His Country a 
supporter of this old-time fire-fighting 
organization, but that on the occasion 
of more than one fire he “ ran with the 
machine” in the good old-faBhioned 
way. Another organization which 
rivals the veteran fire company 
in Interest is the Masonic lodge 
of which Washington was a mem
ber, and the lodge rooms of 
which in the city hall at Alexandria 
ate filled with Washington relics of 
priceless value.

Among the buildings In Alexandria 
which attract much attention from 

' ^visitors is the old colonial mansion at 
the corner of Duke and St. Asaph 

-.streets, where Lafayette and his suite 
were quartered when the distlngulsh- 

?'ed Frenchman visited this country 
and where a great ball was given in 
his honor. Not far distant is the build
ing occupied as the first free school in 
America—a school established through 
the bounty of George Washington. 
On Fairfax street, near Duke, is the 
First Presbyterian church, built in 
1774, and on Cameron street is the 
town house of Lord Thomas Fairfax, 
a splendid example of the architecture 
of the Georgian period and yet in a 
perfect state of preservation. Persons 
who essay to “ tour Alexandria” by 
motor car are destined to many a 
bump and jolt, for whereas the prin
cipal business streets are paved with 

ashphalt most of the old residential streets have 
the great cobble stones that have with stood the 
traffic of more than a century. However, it is 
interesting to note that even this primitive pav
ing has its historic significance, for these self
same cobblestones were laid under General Wash
ington’s direction by the Hessian prisoners, cap* 
tured by the continental army.

M o u n t V e r n o n  T o k e n  R e tu rn e d

Old. Jum, gardener and general factotum, was 
accompanied one ..day by a bright-looking lad 
eight or ten years old.

“Is this ;'your boy?”  I asked.
“Yessuh, he mine, he las’ one I got, suh—Junior, 

you; wuffles nigger,' mek your manners ter de 
white folks!”  ' 0  0

^ ‘Junior/’ I- commented. “ So he is named after

replied rather Indignant- 
M y ' name *Jumbo, 

de Bible. Dls hyar 
wuz bawn in June.”— A:MAN»tWAY.

m tB e -

conspionouB’wihbrbugM^es^King,"^iPrince,- ■

v.#Alex«ndr&^«^i||h»^fur^^j)iacefOf^General' 
Braddock’s^faiiws^S^^Uqnl 
and-Indiansi^hichi;;ill-fated3̂ -

*T hear the briderand^grbom are having trouble 
already.” Q

“Married only a month already, and quarrel 
Ine?” > >

H O M E -M A D E  Y A N K E E  B O B S L E D
Excellent Coasting Sled May Be Put 

Together by Handy Youngster 
—Easy to Guide.

A good coasting sled, which 1 call a 
Yankee bob, can be made from two 
hardwood barrel staves, two pieces of 
2 by 6-inch pine, a piece of hardwood 
for the rudder and a few pieces of 
boards, writes William Algle, Jr., of 
Little Falls, N. Y., in Popular Mechan
ics. The 2 by 6-inch pieces should be 
a little longer than one-third the 
length of the staves, and each piece 
cut tapering from the widest part, 6 
inches, down to 2 inches^ and then 
fastened to the staves with large wood 
screws as shown in Fig. 1. Boards 
1 inch thick are nailed on top of the 
pieces for a Beat to hold the runners 
"together. The boards should be of 
such a length as to make the runners 
about eighteen Inches apart

A 2-lnch shaft of wood, Fig. 2, Is 
turned down to 1 inch on the ends and 
put through holes that must be bored 
in the front ends of the 2 by 6-inch 
pieces. A small pin is put through 
each end of the shaft to keep it iu 
place. The rudder is a 1%-inch hard
wood piece which should be tapered 
to one-half Inch at the bottom and
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Runners Made of Barrel Stayes.
shod with a thin piece of Iron. A 
half-inch hole is bored through the 
center of the shaft and a lag screw 
put through and turned in the rudder 
piece, making It so the rudder will 
turn right and left and, also, up and 
down. Two cleatB are nailed to the 
upper sides of the runners and in the 
middle lengthways for the person’s 
heels to rest against

Any child can guide this bob, as all 
he has to do is to guide the rudder 
right and left to go In the direction 
named. If he wants to stop, he pulls 
up on the handle and the heel of the 
rudder will dig Into the snow, causing 
too much friction for the sled to go 
any further.

N EW  D O L L  IS Q U IT E  U S E F U L
Little Girls Can Use It as Muff to 

Keep Their Hands Warm—In
vented by New Yorker.

A doll that is also a muff, or a muff 
that - is a doll, whichever way you 
like, has been Invented by a New 
York man. The doll has the outward

When Mount Vernon, the home of Washington, 
was restored some 30 years ago the various 
states were asked to send some token to be 
placed in the rooms. The women of Kansas sent 
a solid walnut, hand carved seal of Kansas to rep
resent this state. For 30 years the beautiful seal 
has been standing in the former borne of the 
Father of His Country and it has Just been re
turned to the Kansas Historical society to be 
placed In the exhibit of Kansas curios.

The piece is carved from one solid piece of na
tive Kansas walntit, one of the few perfect pieces 
of walnut wood found in the state. A search of 
several months was required to find a tree suit
able for the work. . One was found In Coffey 
county and was cut, down expressly for this carv
ing. It is four feet'long and two feet high and 
1b intended to go over the door of some hall.

The seal was carved by the late Henry Worrall 
of Topeka, the first artist in Kansas. He worked 
all one summer on it. In the center Is the great 
seal of the state, b&Inted in colors in oil by Pro
fessor Worrall. (Around the seal are the words 
“Great Seal of the. State of Kansas, January 29, 
1861,”  carved by.hand, each letter in relief. 
Around the seal are grouped the products of 
Kansas.

When the Berrant quarters were restored at 
Mount Vernon, Kansas school children raised the 
money to pay forj’the restoration. It was then 
decided that Kahsas?had sufficient representation 
among the relics ‘ in-'the home and the great seal 
was returned to the< Historical society.■.S*IW>|I!III 1__________

WISDOM^ROM THE WED.
Singleton—It’s wonderful what love will enable 

a fellow to see Ih ;agirlrthat he never saw before.
Wedraore—Yes. and it’a equally wonderful what 

love won’* let himtsee -that he’ll see later on.— 
Boston Evenlngp-Transcr|pt

Use Doll for Muff.

semblance of otbers of its kind, but 
Inside the skirt is a soft body with 
hand-openings on each side. This 
dollle, of course, is a winter child and 
wears a long coat like her owner, the 
coat' having wide side pockets, so that 
the little girl carrying It can slip her 
hands through Into the soft muff in
side. To enhance the effect the doll 
also carries a muff. But it is not only 
children who may be looked for to 
carry this doll muff. In these faddish 
days when young women carry teddy 
bears, stuffed dogs and even dolls on 
the street, there is no reason why they 
should not carry one of these child's 
toys as a hand-warmer and achieve 
the donhle success of attracting atten
tion at the same time.

An Unexpected Find.
You are always likely to find things 

when you least expect. For Instance, 
there Is the story now going the 
rounds of the newspapers aboul ihe 
woman In Connecticut who was pre
paring a leg of lamb for dinner when 
out dropped a diamond worth' $300. 
The woman had-not the least expecta
tion of finding a diamond in- the roast 
On the other hand, if you-have roast 
lamb every day for dinner for, a year 
and examine each roast with a inicro- 

[-ray' machine- : it is’ 
that you will not; 

diamond.

N E W  L A N G U A G E ';IN  A L E S S O U i j M j

Time.
\ -  f -

‘How long. Pop," Ethel asked, “does 
it take to learn, a Btrange language?”
. “ Tut hash a tut dud e pup e  nun. 
dud suS,”  pop replied.

“ Stop your joking and tell me”  
Ethel pleaded.

‘Dud o yur tut hash I nun kuk 1 
mum Juj o kuk i nun gug?”  pop asked.

‘Why will you make fun o f me,”  
asked Ethel, pouting. “I’ll go and ask 
mama."

‘Wait a minute, daughter,”  said 
pop. “Did you understand what I 
was saying to you?”

‘Of course not."
‘Well, I can teach you in an hour 

to understand everything I say to 
you in that tongue and to answer me 
in Jhe same language.”

“Now you’re joking again.”
“ No, I’m not. I was only speaking 

‘Boston Latin,’ which every youngster, 
boy or girl, within 50 miles o f the 
Hub spoke fluently along in the early 
’70s.

“Now, pay attention: Every word,
barring a few abbreviations, Is spell
ed out in English in a disguised alpha
bet That makes it rather slow 
speaking, but it js  blind enough to 
everybody who doesn’t know the trick.

‘In this alphabet all the vowels are 
pronounced and written naturally. 
Most of the consonants are sounded 
and written with the initial letter, a 
‘u’ and the initial letter repeated. 
Thus a is ‘a,’ be is ‘bub’ and so on.

‘But there are some consonants that 
do not work well that way. For ex
ample, c 1b ‘cause.” Another such let
ter is h. ‘Huh’ would not be euphoni
ous, so we call h ‘hash.’ The other 
letters of similar difficulty are q, w, 
x. y. They are made ‘quuv,’ ‘wuv/ 
’xuv’ (pronounced zuv) and ’yuv.’ 

‘Now, do yon understand my cause 
hash i lul dud?”  Pop asked.

‘Surely; ‘my child,’ ”  Ethel replied. 
Ethel bad her lesson in mind all dajr 
and maybe she lay awake until late 
In the evening studying It over. In 
the morning she surprised her mother 
by saying to her father at the break
fast table:

‘Pup o pup, a lul I tut tut lul e  mum 
o rur e hash a sus hash pup lul e a 
bus e.”

And Pop replied as he gave her sec
ond helping:

‘Yux e sus, mum yuv dud e a rur.”

S U N D A Y  M A N N E R S  O F  CROW S
Sets That Day Apart for General Pil

lage and Marauding and Gloats 
Over Helpless Victims.

Did you ever hear how the Scotch 
crow observes the Sabbath? It 1b no 
uncommon thing to hear elderly peo
ple born In Scotland say “he Is as wise 
as a Scotch crow.” To the uninitiated 
this would not Imply a very great de? 
gree of wisdom, for the qrow is not 
generally given credit for being a Sol
omon in his day and generation. That 
Is, an American crow is not, but his 
Scotch brother may have a superior 
intellect. At any rate, old Scotch 
people think so, for to-them this ob
servance of Sunday Is an evidence of 
great sagacity. Unfortunately, how
ever, a crow’s Idea of the sanctity of 
the day does not agree with that of 
his human foe. He remorselessly seta 
that day apart as a season for pillage 
and general marauding, and boldly 
gloats over his helpless victims. Du
ring the week he discreetly keeps 
within the shelter of the woods, but 
on Sunday morning when he hears the 
church bells ringing and observes the 
deserted condition of the fields, be 
knows that bis time has come and he 
unceremoniously pre-empts these 
fields for himself, and wantonly feasts 
and forages in the few hours that are 
his, for he well understands that an
other week of faBtlng Is at hand. Such 
being the Scotch crow’s reputation be 
Is hardly a safe model, notwithstand
ing bis wisdom.

B O X  F O R  P R IN T IN G  P IC T U R E S
Handy Device for Amateur or Pro

fessional Photographer Who Wants 
Home Made Apparatus.

A very handy device for the ama
teur or professional photographer 
who wants a home-made and simple 
apparatus for printing pictures can 
be made in a few minutes’ time.

The drawing shows the scheme, 
which consists of a small store box 
about 12 inches square and an elec
tric light of any candlepower desired 
attached to a drop cord running 
through the end of the box. says the 
Popular Electricity.

The hole should be made in the top 
of the box a little larger than the 
plate or film which is to be used.
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Box for Printing Photographs. 1.

This hole should be . covered-with a 
piece^of glass, r Th^neg^Uye.^can/'tht n 
be
the. printidMuCa^eld'-J^;.in.v^^%raiBlu 
way;",A fl&t£we!gh$&Motfia£^pi^^ 
on. the1?print: and- 
socuroSy-im place
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