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RECENTLY returned Visitor 
to the Orient is authority 
for the statement that the 
“King of Siam will marry 
no one but an American.” 
The report is more illumi
nating than is at first re
membered. When the young 
king—then crown prince— 
after his years of European 
education and American
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travel returned home to take up the 
serious study of his father’s kingdom it was 
thought that as a matter of course he would fol
low the custom of the royal house to which he 
belonged and marry. But, greatly to the aston
ishment of the entire realm, this he flatly refused 
to do, and not even his father’s kingly “requests" 
could change his decision. Now, marriage by a 
Siamese monarch means not the simple taking 
of one wife, but the complicated and wholesome 
absorption of a hundred. His late majesty King 
Chulalongkom had three wives when he was 
crown prince and added 97 others to his house
hold before ascending the throne, and his father, 
the great Mongkut, claimed many hundreds of 
wives. So when young Prince Vajlravudh turned 
his back upon the beauties of {he court and 
would have none of them he established a prece
dent of celibacy unheard of in his domain since 
“ before time was."

There was never a suspicion of scandal con
nected with the prince, either while he was at 
Sandhurst or at Christ college, Oxford; nor dur
ing his many visits to Berlin, Paris, Madrid, 
Vienna or London—covering many years of his 
most impressionable age—not even a word during 
his flying trip through the states and if he went 
back to his Asiatic throne leaving his heart here 
or in Europe the world has never been notified 
of the matter nor has any particular caretaker 
been singled out as the possible happy custodian 
of the royal gift.

But, should this rumor have more than the 
usual claim for credence—should his majesty, 
Maha Vajlravudh, the supreme ruler of all Slam, 
“ marry an American”—what then? There is no 
royal family in this democratic country from 
which the young man could or should make his 
choice and by so doing cement the bonds that 
already hold his little kingdom in far away Asia 
very close to Uncle Sam’s heart. But there are 
American ladies a-plenty that are fair to look 
upon, rightminded and talented enough to be any 
monarch’s queen, and if this be a culture quest 
as well as a longing of the heart—there can be 
no question of money in the affair, no bargain 
of gold for a title, for Siam is one of the richest 
of the little kingdoms of the world and her sov
ereign holds by the right of possession legal 
title to about everything worth having In his 
entire Btate—if this then be a quest of the royal 
girl, his majesty could make no better choice 
than one of the true American nobility, many 
of whose daughters are already Berving in similar 
positions of trust and responsibility with rare 
distinction and dignity, though as co-rulers over 
smalleif principalities.

When the writer was a child he remembers 
being taken the hand by King Mongkut, Vajl- 
ravudh’s grandfather, and being led into the 
king’s favorite room—his American room. On 
the walls were rows of portraits of the presidents 
of the United States. They were not good like
nesses—some of them—but they were the best 
his native artist could make from the photo
graphs and other pictures his majesty had se
cured. They were all there, however, and in 
order, from Washington to the ruler at that time 
—Abraham Lincoln.

*T am very fond of America," said his majesty, 
aS he closed the door, “very fond. And some 
day we are to be united."

Was this a prophecy, that, uttered a half cen
tury ago, Ib to be fulfilled by the marriage of his 
grandson to an American?

Old* King Mongkut patterned his policy of 
“ righteous rule”  as closely after the principles 
found in the Declaration of Independence as he 
dared and remain on the throne of his father. 
His son, King Chulalongkom, never ceased to 
lament that he was not permitted to see the 
promised land of America. His multiplicity of 
wives and his desire to bring more than one 
with him on his official visit caused a coldness 
In Washington diplomatic circles that damped 
his ardor at the time—and he Insisted upon his 
son making a special effort "to visit the United 
States and personally meet the president of the 
great country of which your grandfather was so 
fond and which I have been unable to see."

There- have always existed the most cordial 
delations' between these two diametrically op
posed «governments—the most despotic and the 
most democratic- France has bullied her Asiatic 
others; the descendant of a line of princes dat
ing -back to a time when Egypt was In her in
fancy and before Greece wap bom; he, the Illus
trious, the Invincible, the divine master of the 
immortal souls,'- has played football at Rugby,
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"friend” Siam into giving up a very large por
tion of her northeastern territory and has been 
watching for more than a half century for a 
ripe opportunity to turn the entire kingdom into 
a French dependency; and England, on the south, 
is guarding her Malayan peninsula with more 
and more skill and care, hoping for her chance to 
squeeze her neighbor into a hole and then to 
extricate her at the price of some of the adjacent 
land belonging to the lord 'o f  the white elephant. 
America alone of the three most influential na
tions in southern Asia has never sought for con
quest of land or for official emolument for favors 
past, present or future. Her Stars and Stripes 
for the last three-quarters of a century have 
floated from the masthead of the American con
sulate undisturbed amid all the vexatious rival
ries for political and territorial gain which have 
obstinately come to the surface with great regu
larity—some of which have been referred to 
Uncle Sam’s resident deputy for settlement

So it would seem that if the king of Slam 
were to marry an American he would be but fol
lowing his political and social predilections and 
would be endeavoring to bind still closer the 
bonds of friendship and real brotherly affection 
that have held through the reigns of his two im
mediate forebears—Mongkut and Chulalongkom.

But these is a better reason than this for his 
preference. Vajlravudh is not only a very Inde
pendent but pre-eminently a practical person, and 
has often openly admired the independent and 
practical young American women whom he has 
met both in Europe and here. A man of tremen
dous energy and vitality hlmBelf, he has natural
ly looked for the same characteristics in the 
women whom he has admired enough to make 
his companions, and has found them in the 
women of America in a more pronounced degree 
than in the women of any other country in the 
world. Among his own Siamese ladies are ex
amples of some of the most beautiful of crea
tures. They are slender and small boned; they 
carry themselves with exquisite grace; their eyes 
are large and luminous and are half covered with 
heavy lids and long, silken lashes; their voices 
are low and their hands and feet truly Andalu
sian. They are companionable and steadfast and 
make ideal wives and mothers, and, taken col
lectively, fifty or a hundred of them will combine 
to please almost any husband—preferably a syba
rite. But the present ruler of their kingdom 1b 
looking for a wife and not a harem, and unless 
he changes from the manner of man he has 
shown hlmBelf to be in other matters pertaining 
to himself and to his rule he will select and ob
tain the girl of hiB choice and will make her the 
most envied bride and the happiest queen of the 
century.

8he will be the bride of a good looking yonng 
man of thirty-three, who is a graduate of Oxford 
and Heidelberg, a charming conversationalist and 
a speaker Qf and a writer in many European as 
well as many Asiatic languages—a writer of prose 
and poetry, of fiction and philosophy—a good 
horseman, a fencer to be feared, a lover of Bport 
and ti tireless worker, with exquisite taste as to 
externals as well as in matters pertaining to the 
mind. Generous and loving by nature and with 
an unlimited pocketbook to satisfy the desires 
of himself and his beloved, King Vajlravudh 
seems to have the making of the ideal husband 
and lover, as well as an energetlo and wise ruler 
o f his kingdom.

Geographically Bangkok is usually considered 
as far removed from Broadway as is Mars from 
the Metropolitan, but there are compensations 
lor even the lack of opera in this charming east-
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em capital. One of the most beautifully situated 
cities in southern Asia, stretching down on both 
Bides of the Manam river, and sumptuously pro
vided with cool gardens, broad highways and 
inviting parks, Buddha’s city is as cosmopolitan 
as a united New York, Moscow and Budapest. 
On her street, and her waterways—for Bangkok 
is the Venice of the east and is provided with 
more canals than roadways—are to be seen 
Americans and Chinese, English ladles and 
French cavaliers, German barons and Russian 
diplomats. Malays, Abysslnlans, Parthlans and 
Turfe.

Ever since the days o f King Mongkut there has 
been a delightful colony of European and Ameri
can society in the capital. King Chulalongkom, 
with his many years spent on the continent, en
couraged the sending of some of Europe’s best 
diplomatic' timber to his little “Paris of the 
South” and fostered the Intercourse between his 
native princesses and the foreign hostesses, and 
King Vajlravudh is stimulating in every way the 
mingling of the races within his realm. There 
are half a dozen clubs in a radius of a few miles 
from the palace, all with more or less activity 
of a social nature, and springing from them and 
from the embassies, from the increasing foreign 
population and the aristocracy of the native gen
try there has arisen a large cultured community 
In Slam's capital, a community that needs a lead
er. And who can do these gracious honors with 
more dignity than the sovereign’s queen!

But there Is far more than all this that the 
“King of Siam” is looking for in the American 
wife— far more than even the leadership of the 
most cultured set in the kingdom. Vajlravudh 
has stupendous ideas for his country and its peo
ple, and already (in less than two years since 
he set the crown of Siam upon his head) he has 
had time to show of what stuff kings are made. 
The reported rebellion and reputed uprising of 
republicanism he halted with a word; the wishes 
of his late father in affairs of state and religion 
have been carried out; he has revised where re
vision seemed best and has made new where 
the old could no longer serve; he has chosen 
wise counsellors and has pressed many new men 
Into new positions; himself young, he has drawn 
about him the youth of the kingdom—the new 
minister at Washington, Prince Triados Prabandh, 
Is only thirty and, like his majesty, a graduate 
from an English university—and he has planned 
and put into' execution seemingly impossible Im
provements, from the laws ,on the statute books, 
to the trivialities of everyday living. Altogether 
he is a personality to be watched; one upon 
whom already are focussed the eyes of both the 
east and the west.

Vajlravudh. Is the''first Asiatic ruler to have 
studied in western schools. Numberless Japan
ese and Chinese of high rank have been wel
comed to the educational centers of Europe and 
America, but never before has a crown prince 
or budding emperor been allowed to mingle -with 
the rough and ready westerner: Vajlravudh, the 
king of kings; head of the most ancient empire 
of the earth; he, who in his supreme rulershlp 
holds rights and privileges wlthholden from all 
crossed swords with the daredevils at Heidelberg, 
drilled as a private, at Sandhurst and won Ms 
sputa in. competitive' theses against the brtiniest 
of Britishers' a l Oxford.

This- is the man who, according to rumor, la 
seeking an American wife to aid him in his rule!

NEW -BROCADES 
ADD BRILLIANCY 

tO SHOPPING BAG

rHH new metallic brocades, and oth
er brocades^in ribbons, exception

ally rich in effect, are used in making 
up bltB o f splendor in bags. A  great 
advantage lie* in the fact that plain 
ribbqns are used in conjunction with 
the brocaded patterns and the heavy 
texture of the brocades (especially 
those having metal threads) gives 
body as well as brilliance to this sea
son’s bags.

These brocades are found in the mfr 
dium and narrow widths. They com
bine to advantage with plain soft satin 
ribbons for many reasons. The plain 
ribbon is chosen in the color which ' is 
predominant in the brocaded ribbon, 
and becomes a background, which en
hances the beauty of the latter.

Three handsome bags are pictured 
here. They aro easy to make and ele-

geait enough for any one. Although 
Ibe ribbons used are expensive, only 
small quantities are necessary, and 
there is hardly any other gift embody
ing so much elegance for as little 
money, as these luxurious bags.

The bag at the left of the picture is 
if-ade o f a rich brown satin ribbon, 
&%out flye Inches wide, stitched to a 
strip of gold and brown brocaded- rib
bon in which many shades of brown 
and tan appear, and there is a liberal 
mixture of* gold flowers. The flat de
sign of the cosmos blossom is cleverly 
handled in this ribbon. These brocad
ed ribbons are marvels of weaving. In 
them artists use the loom and silk as 
other artists use the brush and paint. 
The plain ribbon used is a frame for 
the fabric picture.

The three strips of ribbon, machine 
stitched together, are cut In a length 
twice that of the bag, with an allow
ance for turning back two inches at 
each end. The ends with this two- 
inch hem are machine Btitched in two 
parallel towb forming a casing for the 
narrow ribbon of heavy satin that is 
run in to form the drawing Btring.

A  bolt of No. 2 (or even a little

wider) satin ribbon o f first-class ,quab- 
Ity is | required to make the hanger,, 
the rosettes and . pendant ends which* 
decorate the bag at each side.

In (shades of purple, lavender an6 
light green, with a touch of white, -the- 
second bag is also made of three Btripsi 
of* ribbon, machine stitched together^ 
The-brocr led stripe shows a pale gray 
ground with white border and a. 
blurred design of flower petals1 and. 
foliage in heliotrope, lavender and. 
green.

The -bottom of the bag is made or 
a dish of cardboard covered with tha- 
flgured ribbon. It is five inches in di
ameter. The length of ribbon made of 
three strips (two plain and one fig
ured) runs around -the nag, and the 
edge of one strip fs gathered to tha- 
covered dish. A t the top of the bag 
a two-inch hem, with parallel rows of' 
stitching, to form a casing, accommo
dates a small length of round elastic. 
This forms the mouth of the bag.

Heavy satin ribbon an inch wide, 
in the same shade as that of the plain. 
Batin ribbon in the bag, is used for 
the hangers or handles. Narrower sat? 
in ribbon in the same color and shade* 
provides the rosettes at the side This 
is a lovely opera bag, suitable, too, to 
be worn wi£h a visiting gown. It is- 
less expensive than bags in which- 
brocaded ribbons are used, for the fig
ured ribbon may be either a printed or 
“woven-in” design.

The third bag is a splendid bit ot 
finery in which plain gold-cclored sat
in ribbon and a narrow gold brocade 
(showing a surface almost entirely o f 
metal threads) are combined to make 
an opera bag. The cord is of gold col
ored satin-covered cable cord, and 
might be effectively replaced with the- 
regular metallc cords which are shown 
for this and similar purposes.

The narrow brocaded ribbon is cut 
in the required lengths (enough for 
both sides of the bag), and joined by 
pipings of the plain gold colored satin.
A  bottom for the bag is made by cov
ering an oblong piece of cardboard 
about two and a quarter inches wide 
with the plain ribbon. A  mirier In
serted here adds to the attractiveness 
of the bag.

Both top and bottom of the bag ars 
bound with the brocaded ribbon, ma
chine stitched to place. Machine 
stitching Is a factor in the shapeliness 
of these bags. The covered bottom is 
finally sewed in and the cord hangers . 
sewed to position.

This is one of the most fascinating 
of the new designs, any one of which 
will make a beautiful gift for Christ
mas time.

JULIA BOTTOM LEY-

Using Old Tablecloths and Napkins.
Old tablecloths of fine linen may ,be 

made into napkins, but napkins made 
of heavy table linen are neither good 
looking nor pleasant to use, but an old 
table cloth made of heavy linen in fair 
condition will make hemstitched cov
ers for the sideboard and serving ta
ble, or for bedrooms. If it is fairly 
heavy, the odds and ends can be used 
for plate and tumbler dollies, either 
Bcalloped on the edges or finished 
with linen lace or lace braid.

Fanciful Trimming on Hats of Velvet.
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BY W A Y  o f variety some odd, new 
•trimmings placed in odd new posi- 

jtlons, have been devised for the latest 
o f the new velvet hats. Rich velvet 
in black and in colors holds its own 
as the overwhelming favorite of the 
season. But, to keep from having too 
much o f even a very good thing, it has 
become necessary for milliners to de
vise oddltieB in trimmings.

A  soft and becoming hat has a 
drooping brim covered with velvet and 
laced with satin. A  very full puffed 
crown, .much larger than the average 
soft crown, is draped so that it falls 
over the brim at the back in the fash
ion o f a cap. It  is a clever and effec
tive arrangements 

The crown is supported, at the 
’ fon t so that it  stands, quite high. 
And here one of the oddest of feathers 
in fancy ostrich iB placed. I t  is a 
jaunty affair o f two standing sprays 
Bpringing from a fiat pompon of os
trich at the base. It  is a saucy look

ing fancy which could not be better 
placed than on the girlish shape which 
it adores.

A  sash of black ribbon tied in a 
small flat bow at the front finishes the 
hat.

One of the few plain shapeB with 
velvet fitted to it smoothly, is pictured 
in the second hat It is one of those 
having an eccentric brim, widening at 
the back and Indented at the side. 
The shape, perfectly covered, is un
trimmed, except for a rose made of 
ribbon, -mounted in. millinery foliage, 
which marks the indentation of the 
brim at the side. I t  rests against the 
crown, with foliage extending over the 
brim. • ,

There is a bridle extending from one 
Bide of the shape to the other. It  
fastens under the chin at the left with 
finishing o f a flat bow, which Is pro
vided with a snap fastening. AH are 
exceedingly attractive.

JULIA BOTTOMLEY.
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