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The department at Washington

has recently sent out for the guid-

ance of land office officials a circu-

lar in which some points in the new

law are interpreted and others, in a

way cleared up. Knowing the keen

interest taken by the p ieople n this

law, which is of the most important

to Montana enacted in years, the

World herewith reprints the germain

portion of the document:

The Registers and Receivers, United
States Land Offices, Colorado,
Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah,
Washington, Wyoming, Arizona,
and New Mexico. •

Gentlemen: The following instruc-
tions are issued for your guidance
in the administration of the act of
congress, approved February 19,
1909, "to provide for an enlarged
homestead" (Public--No. 245), copy

of which may be found at the end
of these instructions.

HOMESTEAD ENTRIES FOR THREE HUNDRED

AND TWENTY .4CRES-.-KIND OF LAT)

SUBJECT TO SUCH ENTRY.

1 The first section of the act pro-
vides for the making of homestead
entry for an area of 320 acres, or
less, of nonmineral, nontimbered,
nonirrigable public land in the states
of Colorado, Montana, Nevada, Ore-
gon, Utah, Washingten, Wyoming,
and the territories of Arizona and
New Mexico.
The term "nonirrigable land," as

used in this act, is construed to
mean land which, as a rule, lacks
sufficient rainfall to produce agri-
cultural crops without the necessity
qf resorting to unusual methods of
cultivation, such as the system com-
monly known as "dry farming," and
for which there is no known source
of water supply from which such

OUR OLD TimE FRIENDS
PRAISE WORLD AND CITY

Perhaps no town on the map has

more friends outside its corporate

limits than has Stanford, the grow-

ing metropolis of the new railway

territory. This is due to many

things, but the principle one, no
doubt, is that for over a quarter of
a century the old town was the
home of a splendid hunch of enter-
tainers whose members understood
how, and did dispense the true wes-
tern brand of hospitality with win-
ning grace and a lavish hand.
"Just, tell the boys I am coming

out there. And I am coming too,
juet as soon as the weather permits.
conifor;shie autorriobiling. I always
thought '§tanford one of the best
towns I ever saw. I never made a
trip there that I was not royally en-
tertained and departed with great
reluctance and regret. That coun-
try isigoing ahead rapidly, as I knew
it would. I read the World with
care each week and think it one of
the best new papers I ever saw. It
don't need to be improved. Just
keep it the way it is and it will re-
ceive handsome patronage. That is
a great country out there and a
good, live paper to tell of its vast-

ness and fertility was what it
wanted."
Those were the words spoken to

the World representative in Lewis-
town recently by one of the county's
most prominent and influential cit-
izens. The same endorsement was
given at least fifty times by as many
men of prominen6e in the county
seat. The reputation of the men of
the old Stanford for honor and up-
rightness in business affairs was
never forgotten.
There is a suspicion, too, that the

ever-ready entertainers of the old
town did much to stamp Stan-
ford in the lurid territory of our
friends' memory map of the city.
They were a bunch of live ones, and
had an inimitable way of immersing
thoughts in joy liquid, wholly gen-
tlemanly, yet so realistic that one
who was able to remember anything
of the process never forgot its effect-
iveness. It was the way of the
couutry and the spirit of the times.
But back to the story. What the

World started to do was to con-
gratulate itself and everybody else
on the thusness of things in general
and to point with pride to the num-
ber of friends its home town had.
with whom it is seemingly popular.
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Half Way Between
Shelby Junction
and Laurel

The iCity of
DEST II NY
Catch the Idea?
Get in on the Ground Floor by

Buying Lots Now

Stanford Townsite Co.
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LAW APPLIES IN TiiiS`SECTION

WHEN Congress first took up the matter of greater
VT homesteads for Montana and asked for a 640-acre
homestead law an awftil howl went up in the east. Today,
however, this state is assured of a law, operating in the
northern part of Fergus comity and southern Chouteau,
that gives to the settler 320 acres of land for five years res-
idence. This makes this section the most attractive spot
on the face of the globe for the home-builder. There are
yet hundreds of thousands of acres in this section await-
ing the arrival'olintelligent husbandinen.

1 1.

land may be successfully irrigated at
a reasonable cost.

Therefore, lands containing mer-
chantable timber, mineral lands, and
land within a reclamation project,
or land which may be irrigated at a
reasonable cost from gny known
sources of water supply, may not be
entered under this act. Minor por-
tions of a legal subdivision suscep-
tible of irrigation from natural sour-
ces, as, for instance, a spring, will
not exclude such subdivision from
entry under this act, provided, how-
ever, that no one entry shall em-
brace in the aggregate more than 40
acres of such irrigable lands.

DESIGNATION OF CI ASSIFICATION OF LANDS

--AFPLICATIONS TO ENTER.

2. From time to time lists desig-
nating the lands which are subject
to entry under this act will be sent
you, and immediately upon receipt
of such lists you will note upon the
tract books opposite the tracts so
designated, "Designated, act Febru-
ery 19. 1909." Until such lists have
been received in your office, no ap-,,
plications to enter should be receiv-
ed and no entries allowed under this
act, but after the receipt of such
lists it will be competent for you to
dispose of the applications for petilic
lands embraced therein tinder the
provisions of this act, in like man-
ner as other applications for public
lands, without first submitting them

to the general land office for consid-
eration.

COMPACTNESS--FEES

3. Lands entered under this act
must be in a reasonably compact
form, and in no event exceed one
and one-half miles in length.
The act provides that the fees

shall be the same as those now re-
quired to be paid under the home-
stead laws; therefore, while the fees

may not in any one case exceed the
maximum fee of $10, required under

the general homestead law, the com-
missions will be determined by the
area of land embraced in the entry.

Pont OF APPLICATION

4. Applications to enter must be
submitted upon affidavit, Form No.
14-003, copy of which is annexed
hereto.

ADDITIONAL ENTRIES

5.. Section 3 of the act provides
that any homestead entryman of
lands of the character described in
the first section of the act, upon
which final proof has not been made,
may enter such other lands, subject
to the provisions of this act, contig-
uous to the former entry, which shall
not, together with the lands embrac-
ed in the'original entry, exceed 320
acres, and that residence upon and
cultivation of the original entry shall
be accepted as equivalent to resi-
dence upon and cultivation of the
additional entry.

This section contemplates that
lands heretofore entered may be
classified or designated by the sec-

retary of the interior as falling with-
in > the provisions of this act and an
entryman of snch lands who had
not, at the date of the act, made
final proof, may make such addi-
tional entry, provided he is other-
wise qualified. Applicants for such
additional entries must, of course,
tender the proper fees and commis-
glens and must make application
and affidavit on form No. 4-004, at-
tached thereto. Entrymen who made
final proof on the original entry prior
to the date of the act are not enti-
tled to make additional entries under
this act.

FINAL PROOFS ON ORIGINAL AND ADDI-

TIONAL ENTRIES.--COMMUTATION NOT

ALLOWED.

6. Final proofs must be made as
In ordinary homestead cases, and in
addition to the showing required of
ordinary homestead entrymen it
must be shown that at least one-
eighth of the area embraced in each
entry has been continuously oulti-
voted to agricultural crops other
than native grasses, beginning with
the second year of the entry, and
that at least one-fourth of the area
embraced in the entry has been con-
tinuously cultivated to agricultural
crops other than native grasses
beginning with the third year of the
entry and continuing to date of final
proof.

Final proof submitted on an ad-
ditional entry must show that the
area of such entry required by the
act to be cultivated has been culti-
vated in accordance with such re-
quirement: or that such part of the
original entry as will, with the area
cultivated in the additional entry,
aggregate the required proportion of
the combined entries, has been cul-
tivated in the manner' required by
the act.

Proof must be made on the origi-
nal entry Within the statutory period
of seven years from the date of
entry; and if it can not be shown at
that time that the cultivation has
been such as to satisfy the require-
ments of the act as to both entries
it will be necessary to submit sup-
plemental proof on the additional
entry at the proper time. But proof
should be made at the same time to
cover both entries in all cases where
the residence and cultivation are
such as to meet the requirements of
the act.
Commutation of either the origi-

nal or additional entry, made under
the provisions of this act, is express-
ly forbidden.

RIGHT OF ENTRY

7. Homestead entries under the
provisions of section 2289 of the
Revised Statutes, for 160 acres or
less, may be Made lly qualified per-
sons, within the states and territor-
ies named upon lands subject to
such entry, whether such lands have
been designated under the provis-
ions of this act or not. But those
who make entry under the provis-

Alex, B. Lehman Sees the

Wonderful City of Destiny

One of the well-known and popu-
lar citizens of Lewistown who were
guests at the Hotel Stanford for
Saturday dinner was Algx. B. Leh-
man, a successful Fergns county
boy, a partner in the Hilger Loan
& Realty Co,

Furgus County Empties
He Stocking of Gold

The receipts of the United States
assay office at Helena for April were
$153,003. Fergus county leads in
the amount deposited, with $53,825,
Chouterm is second with $52,760
and Madison is a good third with
$39,737,

JUDITH
ions of this act cannot afterwards
make entry under the provisions of
the general homestead law, nor can
an entryman who enters under the
general homestead law lands desig-
nated as falling within the provis-
ions of tin@ act afterwards enter any
land under this act.
A person who has, since August,

30, 1890, entered and acquired title
to 320 acres of land under the agri-
cultural-land laws (which is con-
strued to mean the timber and stone,
desert land, and homestead laws) is
not entitled to make entry under
this act, unless he comes within the
provisions of section 3 of the act
providing for additionril entries of
contiguous land, or unless entitled
to the benefits of section 2 of the
act of June 5, 1900 (§1, Stat:, 267),
or section 2 of the act of May 22,
1902 (32 Stat., 403).

If, however, tr person is a gut*,
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fled entryman under the homestead
laws of the United States, he may
be allowed to enter 320 acres under
this act, or Buell a less amount as
when added to the land previously
entered or held by. him under the
agricultural land laws shall not ex::
ceed in the aggregate 480 acres.
OFFICERS DEFORE WHOM ApPLICATIDN AND

PROOFS MAY BE . MADE.

10. The act provides that any per-
son applying to enter land under
the provisions thereof, shall make
and subscribe before the proper of-
ficer an affidavit, etc. The term
"proper officer," as used herein, is
held to mean any officer authorized
to take affidavits or wed in hornet
stead eases. •

Very respectfully,
S. V. Psotionr,

Acting Commissioner,
Approved March 22, 1900.

R. A. BALI-INV:It, Secretary.

A. NEW :11,'ORES`,11.` RESERVE
.13,13D:c.v. Is ANNOUNCED

(Associat
Revising the policy adopted dur-

ing the Roosevelt administration by
Secretary Garfield, Secretary Bailin,
ger has restricted to a minimum the
amount of land the department of
agrieulture may withdraw from
entry for improvement or adminis-
trative purposes.
The interior department hereafter

will not grant any request from the
forest service for the withdrawal
from entry for administrative pur-
poses of lands within the forest res-
ervations, or land without the reser-
vations in the states of Oregon,
Washington, Idaho, Montana, Colo-
rado or Wyoming. In other states
land outside reservations may be
withdrawn when the forest serviGe
shows it necessary for withdrawl.

This decision was reached when
Secretary Wilson, on behalf of the
forest service, requested the with-
drawal of lands in the Chelan na-
tional forest, Washington, for the
"billion administration site."

Secretary Ballinger refused the re-
quest. He quoted to Secretary Wil-
son the law in reference to the lands
in forest reservations.

''A withdrawal such as you re-

Colo-
rado

ed Press.)
quest," wrote Mr. Ballinger, "would
have the effect of suspending the
operation of these laws as to the
land affected by the order, and is, In
my opinion, in the absence of addi,
Lionel legislative authority, without
legal authority.

Applications for the withdrawal
of public lands for the use of ad,
ministration sites, outside the nal „;
tional forest reserves, in states where
additions to existing reserves or the
creation of new reserves is not for.,
bidden by law, should be aocom0
panted by a statement showing

 the necessity for the appro.*
priation of the lands proposed to be
withdrawn for the purpose indicated,
the quantity of land required, and
that it is unoccupied and non4
mineral."

Mr. Ballinger's position was that
any additions to the reservations,
even for administrative purposes,
were forbidden despite the attitude
of his predecessors, by the agriculA
tural appropriation bill of 1907,
which provided that no forest reser4
vations shall be created or any addi-
tion be made to any already exist,.
ing in the states named.

Hotel Stanford

Best Hotel on Billings & Northern

Railway. Handsome Three-Story
Building, Forty-one Steam Heated

Rooms. Neatly Furnished Through-

out. All Guests Courteously Treated

Headquarters for Commercial Men When
Making ',the Great Judith Basin Territory

Richly Appointed Buffet in Connection

EDWARDS & BAUIVIGARTNER
PROPRIETORS
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