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W IN TE R  TR A N S P O R TA TIO N

Just now, before the stern hand 
of relentless Winter has taken a 
firm.hold upon this section, is the 
time for the people of Poison to 
take up with the proper parties the 
matter of keeping open to traffic the 
waterway between this point and 
Somers. Heretofore the lake traffic 
has been suspended during from two 
to three months in the winter. This 
was perhaps all right so long as 
Poison occupied the position o f a 
trading post, but the rapid growth 
from a trading post to a town has 
brought us face to face with a 
freight transportation problem that 
must be solved in a manner other 
than by suspension.

The question in itself presents 
difficulties, but these can be solved, 
as have other and more perplexing 
problems. The current in Poison 
bay, though not very great, is suffi
cient to carry away the ice floe after 
it is once broken. To keep the 
ice from gorging in the channel of 
the Pend d’Oreille river will be 
an easy matter, simply by the re
moval of the row of posts extending 
from-one bank to the other. What 
these piles were ever intended for is 
as yet a hidden mystery, unless to 
act as a constant reminder of just to 
what lengths man will sometimes go 
to mar the fair face o f  Nature. 
W ith these unsightly and useless 
obstructions removed, the floating 
ice will be carried off on the swift 
current and there can be no jam. 
The waters can be kept from con
gealing to a point sufficient to re
tard the progress of any of the 
lake-going boats, by having an ice
breaking tug make two, perhaps 
three, trips to deep water and re
turn during each twenty-four hours 
o f severe weather.

In matters of this kind there is 
usually a good deal of resoluting 
done and then the subject is allowed 
to die of inanity. We have too 
much at stake to treat the subject 
in this way, and The Sentinel would 
suggest that the Chamber of Com
merce or other authorized body take 
the matter up and carry it'to a suc
cessful issue. The ob&pction will 
doubtless be made by some that 
the task will cost money, vapd to 
these we can only say that every
thing that is of any benefit costs! 
money. The boat companies, be
ing the greater • beneficiaries by rea
son of the freight and passenger 
tolls to and from this point, will, 
quite naturally, be expected to bear 
the greater portion of expense.

---------®---------
A  LE6SO N  FOR P O LSO N

The people of Libby, county seat 
o f the recently created Lincoln 
county, demonstrated their pro
gressiveness and their intention to 
make of Libby a city, by voting at 
a special election last week more 
than 10 to 1 in favor of incorpora
tion.

Contained in this action of Libby 
is a good lesson for the people of 
Poison, who are right now con
fronted with the question of incor
poration. W e must elect either to 
stand still or to progress. Poison 
will never develop to the fullest 
point o f its capabilities until we 
have here a central government, 
made up of the men who are vitally 
and fundamentally interested in the 
welfare of this place. Not that the 
county commissioners would prove 
incapable in the task of protecting 
the interests of Poison, but merely 
that long-distanco government haB 
ever been unsatisfactory from the

days o f the king and the colonies, 
is the strongest argument in favor 
of our becoming a municipality. So 
long as we are oontent to remain an 
outlying provinoe, just so long will 
we have to put up with the' harum- 
skarum methods employed in the 
government o f such provinces.

Individually, our people are do
ing what they can for the advance
ment o f Poison; but , individual 
effort fallB far short o f concerted 
effort in accomplishment. A t the 
present time there is a great deal of 
building going on here, and this 
will grow in volume. A  local gov
ernment is needed to enforce certain 
requirements as to the kind and 
character o f these structures. Side
walks are a dire necessity here, and 
there should be a central body to 
see that these are laid in a regular 
manner, and not with a hump here 
and a hole there.

Lamentable though it is, the faot 
remains that there are many people 
who will neglect so vital a matter 
as sanitation, and allow dirt and 
filth to accumulate about their prem
ises, thus endangering the health of 
the entire community; a law-making 
power is needed to draft and en
force rules governing such cases. 
Poison can be made one of the most 
sanitary towns in the west, if it is 
gone about in a systematic and con
certed manner. Any other method 
is futile; it is all very well to point 
out to your neighbor the things that 
should be done, but in a vast ma
jority of cases nothing is done. 
“ What is everybody’s business is 
nobody’s business.”

It is to be hoped that everyone 
interested in the success of Poison 
will work for those things which 
are so badly needed here, and with
out which Poison can never reach 
that high estate to which it is en
titled by reason of its matchless 
natural resources and environment. 

-------- ®--------
K A L IS P E L L  A N D  P U B L IC  U T IL IT IE S

In view of the fact that similar 
questions will perhaps very soon 
confront the people of Poison, the. 
following editorial from the Kalis- 
pell Bee anent the early expiration 
of the water and light franchise ,in 
that city is considered of interest:

The expiration of the franchise of 
the Kalispell Water & Light Com
pany is not very far distant in point 
of time and before that time arrives 
would it not be well for the city to 
take some steps toward establishing 
its own water and light systemV 
Next to the air we breathe water 
and light are the two greatest ne
cessities and the ownership by the 
city of these public utilities is, just 
as essential as the ownership of the 
sewers. I f  a private corporation 
were permitted to put in the sewers 
and tax the people for using them 
the people would protest vigorous
ly; and yet this is just the present 
situation in "regard to water and 
light.

When the present franchise was 
granted Kalispell was in no position 
to establish its own water and light 
systems, but at tht present time the 
city is well able to provide its own 
plant and there are many reasons 
why this should be done. An ex
amination of the rates paid in vari
ous cities discloses the fact that in 
.places where the plant, is owned by 
|ĥ , city the rates ,are about thirty 
percent, lower than in cities where 
the plants are owned by private cor
porations. I f  there is any reason 
why the 'people of Kalispell should 
pay this aihount of tribute to ' the 
stockholders o f a foreign corpora
tion it do$h not at present appear.

However, the matter should be 
approached in no spirit of hostility 
toward the present company; no one 
will wish to cause that companv 
any loss, but it is a plain business 
proposition in which the people 
have a right to secure as much as 
they can for their money. When 
the present company was organized 
it was loaded with an exorbitant 
bond issue, the proceeds of which 
went into the pockets of the pro
moters, and for nearly twenty years 
the people of Kalispell have been 
taxed to pay the interest on theso 
fiotitious securities. The city and 
the people have more than paid for 
everything received and the com
pany has no vested rights on which 
tho people should pay a bonus in 
future.

The city is now in financial con
dition to seoure its own plant for 
both water and light and this should 
be done by the time the . present 
franchise expires.

Candidates for the offices of mayor 
and aldermen at the next city elec
tion should be pledged upon the 
water and light question and only 
those pledged to municipal owner
ship should be eleoted.

T H E  8 E N T IN E L  A B R Q A D

The Sentinel met with a moat 
cordial reception among the news
papers of the state, as will be Bhown 
by a perusal o f the clippings ap
pearing below. While we have not 
as yet noticed any appreciable 
shrinkage o f our one hat band, to 
say that we are unmindful o f  the' 
many kind wordB of praise would be 
a bald-faced prevarication.

Of interest to all those interested 
in the campaign of education in 
Montana . . . .  is the advent
. . . o f The Lake Shore Sen
tinel, a newspaper born with the 
hope of making good the hearts o f 
the Flatheads and incidentally stimu
lated into the quickening throes of 
life by a desire to get the coin. 
Certainly The Sentinel is one o f the 
neatest publications typographically 
and one of the best edited and newsy 
papers that has come to the ex
change desk qf The Plaindealer fpr 
many moons." It radiates with the 
spirit of optimism and breathes 
forth a cheer that must have appre
ciated the realty value o f property 
along the lake a hundred per cent, 
since its advent into life, aiid if the 
people o f that section fail in filling 
itB cornucopia with plenty they are 
unappreciative and Bhould be left to 
the illegal trapping of the beaver 
from the pellucid waters o f the lake 
and an ignorance too dense to be 
penetrated by the scintillating beams 
of intellectual light. . . .  The 
paper will sing in blank verse o f the 
glories o f the Flathead. . . The
Plaindealer gives it an especially 
cordial' welcome into the newspaper 
field of the state and trusts that it 
meets the Bame oordial reoeption 
among the Flatheads.— Havre Plain- 
dealer.

The first issue of The Lake Shore 
Sentinel, the first and only news* 
paper published on the Flathead 
reservation, reached our exchange 
table this week and we note after 
looking over its columns that the 
new born city o f Poison has a news
paper that is greatly to the credit of 
the town. It is a six-column folio 
and is full of news on every page, 
and it is liberally supported by ad
vertisers. It is edited and publish
ed by Sam Y . B. Williams, evident
ly a very competent newspaper man, 
from his writings and the looks o f 
the paper, and from its tone we see 
that Poison has a thoroughbred 
booster. W e are sure that Mr. 
Williams will make a success and 
will be a great help to ' the city o f 
Poison, and will aid in every way 
that a newspaper can in its upbuild
ing.— Whitefish Pilot.

The latest .weekly paper in Mon
tana is The Lake Shore Sehcinel, 
published at Poison by Sam Y . B. 
Williams. The Sentinel is the only 
paper published on the Flathead 
reservation. It is neat in appear
ance and its news colums are full-of 
newsy, snappy paragraphs relating 
to local happenings. "That The 
Sentinel may liaye a long and useful 
life will be-the wish of the news
paper fraternity of Montana.— Ana
conda Standard.

The appearance of Volume 1, 
Number 1, o f The Lake Shore Sen
tinel, “ the only newspaper publish
ed on the Flathead reservation,”  in
dicates the great reserve is making 
good progress toward civilization. 
The new paper is published at Poi
son and is highly creditable.— Mis- 
soulian.

Editor Sam Williams produced a 
very creditable paper in the first 
issue of The Lake Shore Sentinel, 
published at Poison. Should the 
town grow as rapidly as some of its 
promoters fondly suggest, Mr. W ill
iams will be rewarded for his enter
prise.— Kalispell Bee.

Volume 1, Number 1 of The Lake 
Shore Sentinel, published at Poison, 
Montana, has reached The Leader 
exchange table. Publisher Sam Y. 
B. Williams is to be congratulated 
upon the excellent appearance of 
his new publication.— Great Falls 
Leader.

------- ®-------
The weight of increased taxation 

with incorporation can be consider
ably lightened by a levy upon the 
numerous and nondescript canine 
that infest Poison and make o f our 
days a series of side-stepping stunts 
and of our nights one grand long 
howl.

Reynolds’ Cafe
formerly Tomfohr’s

Regular Meals 25c
Short orders served 
all day. Catering 
for banquets and 
private parties our 
specialty. Our aim 
is to give only the

VERY BEST of SERVICE

We are quite busy ju s t now remodel

ing and decorating the interior of our 

store building. In a few days we w ill 

have for yo u r inspection a much 

larger and more complete line of

We solicit yo u r patronage, believing 

that every dollar you leave with us 

you w ill get equivalent value in mer

chandise. Call and see our goods
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8 and 10 in. Boards, S2S - $12.00 per M. 
k in. flooring - - - 15.00
Sheathing Lath - - - - 13.00

M

work that is right. 
Goes together and stays 
together on a building
H. H. EDWARDS........... Manager


