
li

VOL. 1 NO. 11 POLSON MONTANA, ,FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19 1909 $2.50 PER YEAR

ANNUAL THANKSGIVING 
PROCLAMATION

Issued This Week b y  Gov. Edwlu L. 
Norris at Helena.

' Governor Norris issued his an- 
nual Thanksgiving proclamation 
from the executive 'office in Helena 
Monday. It follows:

“ The people o f Montana have 
ever had good reason to be grateful 
for the progress made, and the 
many blessings received. The past 
year has been especially fruitful 
and the one to come gives promise 
o f  even greater achievement.

“ But prosperity alone does not 
make a great and enduring state. 
Civio virtues and gratitude to the 
giver o f all blessings are qualities 
that make for good citizenship.' To 
the eiid that all our people may ren
der tbankB to an all wise providence 
for the generous bestowal o f his 
bounties, I, Edwin L. Norris, gov
ernor of the Btate o f Montana, do 
hereby join with the president of 
the United States in designating 
Thursday, the twenty-fifth o f No
vember, 1909, as Thanksgiving day.

“ Let everyone, as to him may 
seem best, appropriately observe the 
day. .

“ In witness whereof, I  have here
unto set my hand and caused ,lbe 
great seal of the state o f Montana 
to be hereto affixed.

“ Done at the city of Helenaj the 
capital, this fifteenth'day of Novem- 
ber^in the year o f our Lord, 1909, 

.and o f the independence of ■ the 
States o f America, the. pué 

lnfndred and thirty-four.
‘ ‘ (Signed) Edwin L.'Norris,

“ By the governor, A. N. Yoder, 
Secretary o f State.”

GIVES UP FLATHEAD FARM TO 
TAKE CLAIM ON RESERVATION

Wm. Darst, one of the successful 
registrants in' the recent drawing 
for Flathead lands, arrived in Poi
son this week and started from here 
on a trip over the lands of the res
ervation. Mr. Darst is one of the 
successful farmers o f the Flathead 
valley, and raised bumper crops the 
past season. One o f the first things 
he did upon reaching Poison was to 
have his name placed on the circu
lation books o f The Sentinel, realiz
ing that this paper is the very best 
medium for iptending settlers to 
keep in touch with events of the 
reservation. The Kalispell Bee has 
the; following interview with Mr. 
Darst, together with a half tone cut 
o f the latter:

“ My winter wheat has gone 61 
bushels to the acre, even after it 
seemed to be entirely winter-killed. 
I  bought the farm late last fall from 
Mrs, Harriet Libbv and this field of 
winter wheat was then in but was 
not up nor did it come up at'all last 
fall. This spring it made suoh a 
poor showing^thac I  just jumped on 
it with the harrow, and harrowed it 
twice, then rolled it once, and then 
harrowed it twice again, after which 
it looked as if a hundred hogs had 
been rooting in it and I  felt sure I 
must plant spring wheat in it to get 
a crop. But I got so busy with 
other work that I  did not get to it 
and lucky I  didn’ t. I  also cut four 
binder widths around it for early 
hay and I am not exaggerating a bit 
when I say I  believe with those four 
widths on it would have gone 65 
bushels instead of 61 bushels to the 
acre.

“ A  field of oats on my farm oame 
out 113 bushels to the acre, o f as 
clean, white oats as I  ever saw. The 
rest o f the crops went away above 
the valley’s average. I  do hot feel 
that I  am entitled to any especial 
credit for these great results as I 
am only an amateur farmer, and 
these are the .very first grain crops 
I  pyer rajspij, but I attended all the

farmers’ institutes last winter that I 
could get to and followed their in
structions to the letter. Last .win
terv^vhen Professor Cooley, o f the 
agricultural college at Bozeman, 
was here, I bombarded him with 
questions until I  could think pf no 
more to ask. Many o f the old-time 
farmers laughed at the time, but I: 
am satisfied with the results and I  
don’t see any such yields on their 
farms this spring. I  remembered 
that Professor Cooley had said: 
‘Gentlemen, if your nerve is good, 
barrow your grain crops until they 
look ruined,’ and no one had .ever 
oharged me with not having nerve 
to do so. The figures can be veri
fied by the surrounding farmers that 
helped at my threshing, also by the 
thresher.

“ I feel loth tb leave tins farm af
ter sqch a harvest; but .as I ■ have 
drawn a favorable number 
on the reservation, and am still ow 
ing considerable on this farm, I  feel 
that it is the best business judgment 
to sell here and take my chances in 
the new part o f the valley, although 
I have no hopes of .ever surpassing, 
if even equaling my present season’s 
yield. I did not register in the 
other two reservations intentionally, 
not wishing to leave old Flathead, 
for I have traveled some and know 
a good country when I see it.”

RESTRAIN THE 
HOMO OF EXAMINERS

From Proceeding With Expenditure 
. o f Public Funds.

The supreme court heard argu
ments Saturday at Helena, upon the 
petition of Williard Bennett for a 
restraining order to prevent the 
state board of examiners from pro
ceeding with the expenditure of pub
lic funds, collected as taxes, under 
a2| mill levy, as provided by the 
recent legislature.

It was the contention of counsel 
for Mr. Bennett that next year the 
assessment for the state would ex
ceed $800,000,000, when under a 
provision of the constitution, the 
levy was automatically reduced with
out the necessity of action by the 
legislature.. \

It was contended by E: M. Hall, 
assistant attorney general, who ap
peared as the representative of * the 
board o f examiners, that the only 
reasonable construction that oan be 
given to the • constitution is that 
when the valuation o f the 'taxable 
property reaches $300,000,000 the 
legislature shall never thereaftei 
make a levy exceeding mills, but 
that levies heretofore made , by the 
legislature are not affected by an in
creased valuation during the life of 
such levy.

He submitted that thé levy for 
state purposes for the year 1910 is 
2£ mills and, if such is hot thé case, 
the revenue received therefrom 
would be insufficient to meet the ap
propriations made by the legislature 
for 1909 and 1919. Theynatter was 
taken under advisement.

■ ■ — —« ---------
512 PEOPLE IN THE CITY OF POLSON
, J. J. Fitzpatrick was engaged for 

several days the first of this week 
taking the census in Poison, having 
been appointed to the place of spe
cial enumerator by the commission
ers of Flathead county. The com
missioners, ordered,this action after 
receiving the petition for incorpora
tion of Poison, which was sent to 
them some two weeks since with 
several more than the required num
ber of signatures.

By this census Poison is shown 
to have a population o f  512, 310 
males and g02 females. The com
missioners are in session at Kalis- 
pqll today, and it is thought they 
will take favorable action upon the 
petition for incorporation of Poison 
at this meeting.

Montana and the W òrid’s Food Supply
Mdntana has 80,000,000 aores o f arable land, that is beirig brought 

under cultivation. '
The state for ten years .past, has yielded, as the average per acre, 

26.7 bushels wheat, 49 bushejs oats, 86.6 bushels barley.
If the Montana acreage were put into wheat, at the average yield 

for the state, it would produce‘800,000,000 bushels.
I f  put into oats, at the average yield for the state, it would pro

duce, 1,470,000,000, bushels:.
I f  put into barley, at the average yield for the state, it would 

mean a productive possibility o f 1,158,000,000 bushels.
I f  the Montana acreage were put into one grain, and the yield were 

only as great as the average for the United States as a whole, the 
productive possibility would be: Wheat, 414,000,000 bushels; oats, 
711,000,000 bushels; barley, 714,00Gl;000 bushels.

The yield per acre for Montana wheat, 26.7 bushels, for 10 years 
past, is the highest of any state. It was twice as high as the average 
for the entire country, and far greater than Russia or France.

The yield per acre for Montana, oats is the highest in the world, 
excepting only Belgium. At, 49 bushels it is more than double that 
of the United States as a whole. ,

In barley, Montana with *38.6-bushels, shows an acreage yield the 
greatest in the world, excepting Belgium, and nearly double that of 
the United States as a whole.

Montana averages 175 bushels o f potatoes to the acre.

KALISPELL PARTIES ARE 
SUED IN FEDERAL COURT

In Connection With Tim ber Lands In 
Upper Flathead Country.

Alleging conspiracy to defraud 
the government out o f timber lands 
alleged to be -Worth $40,250, 'suit 
has been instituted in the federal 
court at Helena by Distriot Attor
ney Freeman against Fred White- 
side, A. V . Howard, B. F. Howr 
ard, II. P. Howayd, Wm. Williams, 
J. A. Howard, D . A. Hendricks^ 
W . , G. Whiteside jand «Mary E;- 
O’Rourke, administratrix o f  the 
estate of John O’Rourke,' deceased.1 
Three causes o f action are alleged,' 
each action relating to a 'different 
tract, which were all located, upon 
as placer claims by the defendants. 
The land lies in the.Kalispell laud 
district.

After their location, it is alleged, 
they were transferred to B. F 
Howard for his benefit and, that of 
Fred Whiteside arid John O’Rourke, 
and to defraud the government, out 
of their rightful ownership. Patent 
was secured Tor the three claims in 
November, 1903, and it is further 
averred that,false statements were 
made with the intent to deceive the 
land office;, that the mineral laws 
were hot complied with as the 
necessary snm was not expended on 
the claims; and further, that the 
lands were not available for min
eral, but chiefly for the timber and 
for a^rjcultural purposes.

A it^p^terit was issued Howard 
transferred the land, the complaint 
continues, .to John O’Rourke, . who 
transferred it to John W . Pratt, 
and the latter to Jlilius ITeils for 
$8,000. The value o f the timber is 
deolared to be $40,250 and this sum 
and costs are demanded.

: ------- ®------- .

GRANOLITHIC SIDEWALK 
FIRST IN

W. fl. Corden Starts the BaU Rolling 
Wltb a  Twelve Foot Stretch.

COLUMBIA GARDENS GET BIG
BUFFALO FROM CONRAD HERD

A  distinguished guest arrived in 
the city oyer the Great Northern 
Friday night and ‘was escorted to 
the Columbia Gardens yesterday, 
where be will become a permanent 
fixture and ornament.' It is the big 
bifffalo ball which Manager Whar
ton o f the street railway recently 
purchased from C. E. Conrad of 
Kalispell.

The animal is a huge creature and 
tips the scales at 1,885 pounds. Ev
ery precaution was taken for his 
safe delivery, by having him placed 
in a strong box. Owing to the size 
o f the box wbioh enclosed the ani
mal, some difficulty was experienced 
in getting him into the baggage car 
o f the train. The beast apparently 
showed no signs of courting the 
friendship of the men who moved 
him from the train here, -but on the 
other hand, resented any attempt o f 
the more curious to become familiar. 
r—Standanj,

, W . R. Gordon this week let the 
contract fo r  the construction o f a 
granolithic sidewalk in front of his 
business house on Fourth avenue, 
work on which will he commeneed 
just as. Boon as the weather moder
ates sufficiently to eliminate the 
dagger of freezing. The walk is to 
be twelve feet wide, -' and is to' be 
laid by Guy H. Mansur o f; Poison. 
When completed it will be not only 
the best walk to he built thus far in 
Poison, hut also it will greatly ap
preciate the value of Mr. Gordon’s 
property as well as the appearance 
of the street on which the walk is 
located.

Mr. Mansur has several large con
tracts on hand for tiling, bricks, 
aud other-concrete work. He is at 
present filling an order from Mr 
Jetty for threo hundred feet of til
ing to be used by the latter in the 
irrigation ditch which he is having 
built on his large ranch west of Pol 
son. The tiling is made of the 
highest grade Portland cement, and 
is the finest that has been seen here. 
This fact, coupled with the one that 
it is a Poison product and does not 
bave to he shipped in from the east, 
makes it an article for which there 
will no donbt he a large demand in 
the future.

The new sidewalk is hut a start 
toward those which will be laid in 
Poison, and Mr. Mansur stated to 
The Sentinel this week that be 
expected to build several miles o f it 
iu the city. As this work cannot 
be done in the winter because of the 
danger of freezing, the greater por
tion of it will he held off until early 
spring.

: " ------- ® -------

ordinary run o f holiday business, 
but is it not possible to work up a 
little extra trade in special lines anc 
fancy groceries at this time? The 
country is prosperous and the aver
age American is willing to pay for 
a few extra flourishes and finishing 
touches to his holiday repasts.

Look over your stock and see 
that your lines of confectionery are 
fresh and that yonr stock of fancy 
groceries and seasonable delicacies 
such as celery, nuts, raisins, parsley, 
olives, dates, condiments, preserves, 
etc., are adequate, and call yonr 
customers’ attention to them by a 
crisp and seasonable ad. During 
the holiday season everyone will be 
searching the columns o f the paper 
for bargains. The merchant who 
offers inducements in the most at
tractive way, gets the lion’s share 
o f the business.

While the holiday season is a 
time when the grocer and poultry 
dealer may get in their best licks, 
there are also excellent opportuni
ties for wide awake merchants in 
other lines. Dry goods stores 
should call attention to napkins aw 
table linens at this time. Hardware 
stores may appropriately feature 
outlery, dishes and kitehen utensils. 
And even the druggist may come 
in at the finish by letting the trade 
know that he carries a full line of 
“ relief remedies.”

CANUCK MAIDENS WANT 
MONTANA

Ask Aid of Great fa lls  Postm aster In 
Their Search tor a  Man.

COUNTRY CORRESPONDENT
MISCONSTRUES MEANING

The following article is from a 
country correspondent of the Great 
Falls Tribune: “ After ‘batching’
it for two weeks and being tired of 
it, Mr. Willett went to fetch his 
wife home. She enjoyed her visit 
immensely, having taken in Great 
Falls and Stockett, besides visiting 
her mother and brother. Mrs. W il
lett presented her husband with a 
pair o f pretty Maltese kittens.”

--------- _ ® u _ -------  '

HOLIDAY SHOPPING SHOULD
BE VERY HEAVY IN POLSON

The holiday season will soon be 
here. Are you ready to handle 
your share of the business? Of 
course you will be ready for the

Three niee young cowboys whose 
ages will not exceed 25 «years and 
who will proyp good correspondents 
and, delightful companions for as 
many young Canadian maidens who 
are just dying to be loved in the ro
mantic way of the Montana cow- 
punoher, are very much in demand 
in Hamilton, Canada, according to 
a letter reoeived last Saturday by 
Postmaster E. H. Cooney o f Great 
Falls.

The Postmaster is generally taken 
to be a full-fledged information 
bureau aud a large portion of his 
time is taken up m locating lost 
relatives, misplaced mail and aoting 
as general utility man for the 
community, but he balks at being a 
matrimonial agency. Accordingly 
the letter which he has just reoeived 
asking for willing correspondents is 
referred to the press. The letter 
in question follows:

“ Hamilton, Can.
. “ Postmaster, Dear Friend— I take 

the pleasure o f writing to you, as I 
wanted to ask if you could get us a 
fine, young cowboy not over 24 
or 25 years. We are three respect
able young ladies wishing to get in 
to correspondence with three young 
cowboys. Tell them to write us as 
soon as possible and let Ub know. 
One 18, 19 and 20 years of age. 
Onr names are Bertha O’Connors, 
Nora Dobson and Sadie O’Connors. 
General delivery, Hamilton, Can
ada.”

A t the bottom of the page just 
below the signatures are 12 oroBses, 
presumably intended to represent 
kisses, but whether intended for the 
postmaster or advance payments to 
the three cowpunohers has not yet
been determined.
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NEW FERHY BOAT WILL PLY
THE RIVER DURING WINTER

A  new ferry boat is being built 
in Poison, to take the place o f the 
James ferry when the latter shall 
have stopped running for the "fain
ter. Octave Gangerais is building 
the new boat, and it will be com
pleted within a very short time. 
This ferry will be operated at a 
point just below the row of piles 
across the Pend d’Oreille at this 
place.

STORM ON LAKE TIES 
UP NAVIGATION

Fast Boat "F lyer”  Narrowly Escaped 
Being Swamped in Gale.

W bat is said by old timers to be 
the worst storm for the past thirty 
years, prevailed on Flathead Lake 
last Saturday, and all navigation 
had to be temporarily abandoned be
cause o f it. The Flathead Lake 
Transportation Company’s boat, the 
Flyer, that has for the past six 
weeks been making the regular trip 
from Somers to Poison, was caught 
in the rough seas, and bat for the 
timely assistance of the tug Guthrie, 
would no doubt have been swamped. 
The Flyer left her moorings at 
Somers on sohednle time, bat had 
not gotten far into the lake before 
the choppy seas caused her engine 
to stop. With no power the boat 
was helpless, and floundered around 
in the lake for some time, when the 
Guthrie went to her assistance and 
towed her into port. The boat was 
crowded with passengers, but for
tunately they kept their wits and 
there were no fatalities, thongh a 
great many of them wore made very 
sick. The Transportation company 
has again put the commodious boat 
Montana in service on the passenger 
run between Poison and Somers, and 
she made her first trip on Wednes
day. This is a large and com
modious steamer, and the trip be
tween the two points can now be 
made with the utmost comfort and 
safety.

NEW RAILROAD FROM 
DILUNGS TO RED LODGE

Eastern Montanu Electric Company 
Prom oters o f the Plan. -

If the expectations o f George H. 
Kesselhuth o f Billings are fulfilled, 
and be is confident they will be, 
then all preliminary arrangements 
which lnoludes the securing o f data, 
arrangements for rights o f way and 
surveys, together with statistics on 
the revenue-producing features of 
the proposed line to be constructed 
by the Eastern Montana Electric 
Railway company will he in shape 
to present to the syndicate o f east
ern financiers for their approval in 
about four months, and it is ex- 
peoted that shortly after that time, 
which would he early next spring, 
the actual building of the road will 
commence. According to Mr. KeB- 
selhnth the road will extend from 
Billings ¡to Red Lodge. In each 
city terminals will be located, and 
the plans contemplate extensions 
over the Huntley project, also over 
the landB o f the Billings Benoh, 
with branches from the main trunk 
system into the valley bf the Clarke 
Fork.

. ------- ®_-----.
QUON YING, GUN MAN OF BUTTE.

Quon Ying, gun man of the ce
lestial quarter o f Butte, on trial for 
the murder of a countryman, is 
wanted by the California authorities 
for three murders, according to in
formation reoeived last Saturday by 
County Attorney Thomas Walker 
from Chief of Detectives S. L. 
Brown, o f Los Angeles. Two of 
Ying’s alleged victims were shot to 
death at Santa Monica daring a 
quarrel over a game of oards. An
other, victim was Ying’s supposed 
wife at Nevada City, California, 
where he is alleged to have shot her 
when he found his slave affection
ately inclined toward another.

On another occasion Ying is be- 
ieved to have murdered a negro.. 

Ying is the terror of Butte’s China
town, where his word is practically^ 
aw. ' ‘
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