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GILROY GIVES HIS 
OPINION O f POLSON

THINKS THEBE J S  NO LIMIT TO POS
SIBILITIES OF THE G i n

A “COMER" WITHOUT DOUBT
“ K eep  Y ou r Eye on  P oison  an d  S ee  

M od ern  City In N ext lew  Y e a r s ,”  
Said  E x-R ecard er

P. J. Gilroy, formerly clerk and 
recorder for Silver Bow County, 
has returned from western Montana, 
where he has been for the past 
month* 1 He is one o f the lucky 
ones who drew a low number in 
Uncle Sam s big land drawing, and 
he has been looking up a possible 
location w hereto °an UBe bis home
stead right.

“ I have ridden horseback over a 
considerable part o f the reservation 
and I am beginning to think. I  can 
qualify for the rough-riding class. 
I  am more than pleased with all I 
eaw and am convinced that the Flat 
bead will be thé homo of thousands 
o f  prosperous farmers who /will lo
cate there within the next year. 
When I left, whicli.was Wednesday 
morning, there was only a little 
enow to be seen anywhere on the 
reservation, the Flathead ilake was 
still open and the boats were mak
ing regular trips. There are a num
ber of sawmills busy all over the re
serve and the livestock industry is 
«specially good this season.

■* •Poison, which is on the shore o f 
Flathead lake and which' only a few 
months ago had a steamboat land
ing, a hotel and stable :and a few 
other Wildings, is now a full-fledged 
city with a population of 800 and 
new buildings are being erected con
stantly. It has a progressive liftlo 
newspaper, The Bake Shore Sentinel 
which is a consistent booster for the 
Flathead section and is backed by 
business men who' seem to want to 
make the new town one of the best 
in the western part o f the state, and 
it looks as if they will do it.

Although Poison is less than six 
months old, it is equipped with 
electric lights in the business houses 
the homes and the streets. The 
power comes from a plant close by. 
Wires are being strung for telephone 
communication, the Bell company 
being the first in the field. The 
opinion prevails all over the Fiat- 
head séotion that a .connecting link 
between the Great Northern and the 
Northern Pacific will be built with
in a short time and, as Poison is at 
the foot o f the lake, it will become 
one o f the most important towns on 
the reservation. Anyway, the peo
ple who are locating there are alive 
to opportunities and they will surely 
make good and forge ahead more 
rapidly once the reservation is open 
tor the influx of.-settlers, which is 
bound to come as soon as the gov
ernment allows the filing of the 
homesteads by those fortunate to se
cure a winning number. ■

“ Just keep your eye on Pplson in 
the future and you will see a mod
ern city in every respect within the 
next few years) and it will have 
tributary to it, one o f the finest ag
ricultural and fruit-growing sections 
o f the entire W est.” - —Anaconda 
Standard.

Great excitement prevailed in 
Poison Monday over the reported 
drowning o f a man who attempted 
to  skate across to the west-shore of 
the river. The report was occa
sioned by the fact o f the ferry boat 
James, in breaking a pathway, to 
the sunken teg Queen, loosened a 
dead head that was imbedded in the 
ice, causing it to rear on end. 
Parties on shore who saw the log 
gink mistook it for the body o f a 
man and reported -the “ drowning.”

POLSON THE PROUD POSSESSOR 
OF AN ELEGANT CONFECTIONERY

As complete and'up-to-date a com 
feCtionery store as can be found in 
the west, was this week'opened , in 
Poison by W . R. Gordon, formerly 
of Whitehall, Montana, in the build
ing recently erected by Mr. Gordon 
on Third avenue. Mr. Gordou was 
formerly in business in Whitehall, 
and the fixtures were shipped from 
that point to Poison, the proprietor 
realizing the many business advan
tages possessed by this city. An 
entire new stoclj; o f confections* 
cigars and tobaccos is carried in 
stock, and in addition the store is 
equipped alio with an immense 
soda fountain, frum which both hot 
and cold drinks are served. The in
terior o f the store is tastily arranged 
and the goods are displayed on 
either side in large, all-glass cases, 
and back o f these are a number of 
tables where the populace of Poison 
can sit while slaking its thirst.

In addition to conduotipg a con
fectionery Mr. Gordon will cater to 
the tastes of the public in serving 
luncheons, paying particular atten
tion to the arrangement of dainties 
for dancing parties.

KAUSPELL IS READY TO 
BUILD ELECTRIC LINE

But D oesn ’ t  C are to  P ro m ote  a  C om 
p an y  fo r  B uilding One.

Dr. Geo. E. Mathews and E. F. 
Wheaton, who are here from Cleve
land, Ohio, to investigate the elect
ric railroad situation, have held a 
number of meetings with represent
atives of the Chamber o f Commerce 
and other . Kalispell business men, 
the last« one being held the other 
afternoon.

The proposition in brief was that 
Kalispell should put up $10,000 and 
the m§n ilu-y represent would- put 
up $40,000 more, the $50,000 raised 
to be used in making preliminary 
surveys, organizing the company to. 
build the lines, and getting .the 
project under way. As they pro
posed to place the money in an east
ern bank, subject to their check, the 
scheme did not meet with much 
favor.

A  counter proposition was made 
to them that Kalispell would raise a 
hundred thousand dollars, or more 
if necessary, to put into any legiti
mate electrio line, but that the 
money was to be put into building a 
road and not into promoting a com
pany to build it.

Nothing definite came of the 
meeting, but the Cleveland gentle* 
men were assured that any project 
looking to the building of electric 
lines in the valley would have all 
possible encouragement in advance, 
and could count on material support 
as soon as there is something defi
nite in sight. They stated that they 
were satisfied with the attitude of 
Kalispell, and would proceed with 
their arrangements without a .guar
antee o f cash at the start.— Inter 
Lake.

Poison is fast coming to the front 
in the matter o f the necessities that 
go to make up life in the average 
city, and the latest of these is a 
hand laundry, which was opened 
the first o f this week by Stephen 
Lutchinger. Mr. Lutohinger is an 
experienced laundryman, having 
worked at his business both in this 
state and in Nevada, as well as. in 
Alaska. The new business is lo
cated at the corner of Fourth av
enue and F street, and Mr. Lutoh
inger expects in the early spring to 
install a complete steam laundry. 
The,new institution is a great boon 
to Polsouites as heretofore in order 
to bave their lmen done it was nec
essary to send it to laundries either 
u> Missoula or Kalispell,

With Eight Passengers anBoard a Big Dole is Bammed 
in the Hull but After .Terrific Battle With Ice, the 

Boat Galas Landl^O nly to Sink--No Fatalities

HAD ENCOUNTERED TROUBLE ALL THE WAY
Passengers who embarked’ /rom, 

Somers for Poison last Sunday bid  
a most trying time before' they 
finally reached their destination. 
The Flyer started on its regular rurt 
from the Somers dock, being fob 
lowed shortly afterward by the tug) 
boat Queen.. The former made'the 
trip safely to the narrows, eight 
miles north oft Palson, and madevam, 
attempt to break the ice in Poison 
bay. Being a frail craft, she was 
unable to make any headway against 
the ice, and finally gave up the at
tempt and started op. the return. tr,ip 
to Somers,- . When, the captain of 
thé flyer sighted theQuechlie hailed" 
the latter and àslfed permission:! to 
transfer his passengers to that boqt, 
atad Captain Reed of the Queerif 
tbjnking that his boat would he able 
to make its way through the ice, 
took on the Poison passengers and 
continued the trip southward. Tlie 
Queen made good headway through 
the ice for a distance of perhaps two 
miles south of the narrows, when it 
was discovered that as a result of 
the heavy pounding she had re
ceived from the ice, »h ole  bad been" 
driven in her hull. All the way 
from Somers, trouble had been ex
perienced from a slight leakage in 
the hull ot the tng, but by use of 
the pump, the boat was kept clear 
of. the water and thé efew thought 
it safe to undertake the breaking of.

a  pathway through the bay. When 
the ice proved too much for the tug, 
her captain immediately started for 
land, and when within about forty 
feet o f shore, and just as the engine 
fires were submerged by the water* 
which had poured in at a rate too 
fast for the pumps to keep clear, the 
boat settled upon the bottom. For
tunately the water was shallow, and 
|tlL the passeugers were gotten safely 
$o shore, Captain Reed wading in 
|he water and carrying out two 
women who were among the pas
sengers.
.j After reaching shore the passen
gers sent to the nearest fprm house 
and had a team hitched up to carry 
the cold and hungry travelers to the 
ferry landing opposite this city. 
THeir train of hard luck did not 
(/ease with their leaving the 'barge, 
but.continued in the form of hav
ing one of the horses attaobed to 
the wagon, drop dead shortly 
after he was put in the harness. All 
reached Poison safely on Monday 
however, and each has taken an 
oath that they will; not again em- 
shark-upon the- lake until the blue
birds nest again in the springtime.

The owner of the tug, Ben 
Cramer ol this city, went to his 
boat; Wednesday on the ferry boat 
J, James, and superintended the 
raising of the boat. The break in 
the hull has been repaired and the 
boat is again in service on-the Lake.

THINKS SENTINEL DESCUIDES
HIGH STATE OF CIVILIZATION

-BELL BROTHERS WILL MAKE
THEIR HOTEL MODERN ONE

The Sentinel often receives let-
;1  ’

•ters of commendation and encour
agement, and the one below is glad
ly reproduced in this papei, in 
order to cheer hopeful friends and 
confound enemies: '

¡ Lawrence, Kan., ll-29-’09. 
Lake Shore Sentinel, :

Dear Sir-—Enclosed find draft for 
$2.50 for my subscription to the 
Setftinel.- Many thanks for the map 
o f  the reservation. I  was greatly 
surprised at the information con
tained in your paper. It seems that 
all is to be modern at the opening. 
You describe a high state of civil
ization, so high in fact that I, no 
doubt, would appear in contrast as 
a product o f the Hunter period. I 
am coming to be civilized.

With best wishes for the success 
o f the Sentinel, I  am very respect
fully,

Leonard B. Powell. 
-------- ®— —

BROWNING NAHROWLY ESCAPES 
DESTRUCTION IN PRAIRIE FIRE

Seemingly by a miracle the town 
o f Browning was not swept off the 
face of thè earth last week by a 
prairie fire. A  terrible wind, the 
worst in the memory o f the oldest 
Indian, was blowing that night, 
when the fire started and raped like 
a, bullet directly for Browning. 
When it was only a few hundred 
yards àway from the town the wind 
shifted and the wall of fire’ swept by 
and to one side o f the place.

The gale was blowing at a veloc
ity o f 90 miles an hour. The stage 
was turned over as if it was made of 
chaff. An Indian and his wife were 
driving across the country in a wag
on when the gale struck them. The 
wagoq was turned over and the oc
cupants thrown to the ground, the 
squaw with suoh force that her 
shoulder blade was broken.

W . M. Bell, Jr., who during last 
winter was the special officer of the 
government in Poison, arrived in 
town this week and will make his 
home here. in future, being connect
ed with his brother in the conduot 
of the Hotel Bell. Mr. Bell has 
been engaged in cruising the timber 
on the Yakima reservation, a duty 
which he performed for the govern
ment at the time the value of the 
timber in the Flathead reservation 
was estimated. He is an- expert at 
judging the value of standing tim
ber, and the government always 
calls upon him when there is any of 
that important work to be done.
‘ Mr. Bell left Poison in April of 
thjs year, and expresses himself as 
greatly surprised at the rapid and 
almost unbelievable growth of Poi
son iu that short time. He stated 
that he had heard many inquiries 
while iu Washington state concern
ing Poison-and the reservation, and 
that many people from that state 
would come here within the next 
year to make their homes.

Regarding the cold weather pre
vailing here at the present time and 
under which so many Polsonites are 
chafing, Mr. Bell stated that this 
section was a veritable banana belt 
compared with those sections of 
Washington which he passed thru 
last week. Blizzards are raging, 
apd the traffic on railroads that is 
hot tied up by the strike of the 
switchmen is held up by snows.

Thé Bell brothers are making a 
thoroughly modern house of their 
hbtel in this city, and just as soon 
as the pipe can be secured expect to 
fit)it throughout with hot and cold 
water* They are at present engaged 
in putting on an extra covering of 
sheathing and storm paper, and 
'wtyen! this is completed the hotel 
building will be one of the warmest 
in the city.

SKATERS TAKING ADVANTAGE OF 
GOOD ICE IN THE POLSON BAY

Nearly all the younger set o f Poi
son were askate last Sunday. The. 
lake was frozen fairly solid in cer
tain places and everyone that could 
command a pair o f skates, had them 
on, and sopie bought new ones. It 
is only another one of Poison’s nat
ural advantages. It has been said 
by many that a more adaptable spot 
to locate a training camp for Jim 
Jefferies, for bid coming encounter 
with Jack Johnson, would be very 
hard to find. . -Skating would be a 
fine form of, exercise for the ex- 
champion, during the early work
out, and in the spring, boating 
artd daily trips over the road to Ra
valli, would keep Jefferies in good 
working order. It would prove a 
good ad for the Flathead country, 
although it isn’t needed, but when 
one reads of Great Falls and even 
little Conrad wiring paltry sums 
of $100,000 and $120,000, it seems 
as though Poison should be ready 
and willing to donate at the very 
leaBt $200,000, considering that the 
sport is positively prohibited in 
Montana. It pays to advertise at 
all times.

OFFICERS NAMED FOB 
THE FIRE DEPARTMENT

David N elson  Is First Chief o f th e  
P oison  O rganization .

Members of the Poison Fire De
partment met at the Grandview ho
tel Wednesday evening and .elected 
officers. 'Ortfer busiuess waa trans
acted, and it was .deoided to have 
Chief Dave Nelson select and buy 
the equipment, which will consist o f 
a reel and 600 feet of hose, hooks 
and ladders, -The company now 
lias forty-six members and they, will 
hold regular-'meetings, the second 
Tuesday o f every month. It was 
decided' to give entertainments oc
casionally to help defray the ex
pense of the department. Those 
wishing-to become a member are re
quested to leave their names with 
Secretary . Sobirk. The following 
officers were elected:

Dave Nelson, Chief.
J. J. Fitzpatrick, Ass’ t Chief.. 
Wm. Gird, Foreman Hook and 

Ladder. ,
Tom Brown, Assistant.
Wm. Barber, Foreman of Hose 

Gang!,
Herman Suhr, Assistant.
Frank Brown, Treasurer.
O. J. Schirk, Secretary.

------- ®-------
COLD WAVE CAUSES SUSPENSION 

OF TRAFFIC ON THE FLATHEAD
The cold wave that has been 

sweeping the western country gen
erally reached Poison on Saturday 
last, and the following morning all 
that could be seen in looking to
ward the bay, was a long sheet of 
ice covered with a thin skiff of snow. 
Passenger and freight traffic on the 
lake was necessarily suspended for 
several days, the ice. being too thick 
for the boats to break. The last 
boat to leave Poison was the Big- 
fork, Captain Anderson, and she 
departed for Somers at an early 
hour Monday /morning. Being a 
heavy, flat-bottomed boat, she could 
ride on top of the ice to a certain 
pond, when her weight would cause 
it to break through, and it was in 
this manner that the freighter fin
ally reached the narrows after sev
eral hours, put in in bucking the 
thickly formed ice.

It is an unusual thing for the bay 
to be frozen at this time of the year, 
and old timers are predicting an 
early thaw, and several weeks of 
mild weather before the weathej* 
takes on its accustomed wintry cold. 
Heretofore traffio has usually con
tinued until Christmas before the 
boats were foroed to quit because of 
the ice. .

LEASING OF LAND IN 
RESERVE CONTINUES

WHITES WILL TILL MOST OF SOIL 
IN MISSION VALLEY.

INDIAN AGENTS OFFICE BUSY
One G en tlem an  W ho L eased  L ands  

T h in k s M ission  V a lley  Im m e n se  
In F arm in g P ossib ilities.

The leasing o f  Indian lands by 
people who are impressed with the 
agricultural possibilities, of the Mis
sion valley continues, despite the 
closing down of winter, and every 
day the office o f Indian Agent Mor
gan is visited by parties who are de
sirous of closing a lease for land. 
Last week L. H. Bamer, of Denver, 
Colorado, closed a lease for 320 
acres of the finest land in the valley, 
located about six, miles southeast of 
Poison, and will move on the land 
in the early spring and practice in
tensified farming. Mr. Bamer has 
been in the country for several 
weeks and made an extensive trip 
over the reservation lands, and in 
conversation with a representative 
o f The Sentinel, relative to bis im- 
preBBion of the country and con
ditions, said:

“ I have been in almost every sec
tion o f the west, and nowhere have 
I found land that in my opinion 
equals that of the Mission Valley 
for agricultural purposes. I  am go
ing back to Denver to spend the 
winter, and I know that when I ar
rive there and tell" my • friends .. just 1 
what I  have seen on the reservation, 
they will promptly elect me to a 
life membership in the Ananias club. 
T o one who does not go over the 
ground in person and witness what 
is being done in an agricultural 
way, it is inconceivable that there 
is any land in this United States 
which will produce the abundant 
crops that are grown in the Mission 
valley. I have leased three hund
red. acres of this land and will prac
tice intensified farming thereon, and 
I am only sorry that I could not get 
several times tbat acreage.”

. ------- ® ------- '

PRESBYTERIANS ARE TURNING 
THEIR ATTENTION TO POLSON

Rev. George M. Fisher of Kal
ispell was in Poison last Saturday 
and Sunday, occupying the pulpit 
of the First Methodist church on 
Supday evening. Rev. Mr. Fisher 
was recently appointed Sunday 
school missionary and minister at 
large of the Presbyterian church by 
the synod of Montana,, and it was 
in his official capacity tbat he made 
a visit to Poison at this time. The 
Presbyterian denomination at pres
ent has no organized church in Poi
son, but it is probable that an or
ganization will be perfected and a 
church started in the early spring. 
Mr. Fisher is an old timer in the 
Flathead, and tells many interesting 
stories of this section in the early 
day. He spoke of passing through 
Poison twenty-two years ago with 
his bride, and at that time there was 
just one building on the present 
townsite, the old log cabin that has 
been relegated to the alley west of 
T h ird , avenue. Rev. Mr. Fisher 
stated that he had seen Kalispell 
grow from a wild and unpopulated 
prairie into a beautiful city, the 
metropolis o f a great county, and 
he predicted that Poison would 
rival if not outstrip its sister city to 
the north, and this within a very 
few years.

• Miss Lila Trow returned last week 
from a visit of several weeks with 
relatives in Idaho.

Speihlers Talcum Powder at 25o 
a box at The Poison Drug Co.
■ ■ Hot beef tea at the Club.


