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Telephones in Poison Will in the Very Near Future be an 
Actuality, Large Forces of Men Being Now Engaged in 
Building Lines to This City from the North and South.

W ork on tlio long distance tele
phone line between Kalispell and 
Poison is progressing satisfactorily, 
and a large force of men are at 
work setting the poler. Between 
Kalispell and Somers the poles have 
been set for three families; and be
tween Somers aud Poison more than 
a thousand of the poles have been 
distributed, and the holes have been 
dug for a distance of tive miles. 
The line will follow the public roads 
thé entire distance. No definite 
time can be fixed yet when thè line 
will be in operation, but the work 
will be pushed through as fast as 
possible. A t Poison the line , will 
connect with the Bell line coming 
from the south, and Kalispell will 
then be connected with the long 

''distando line running-to all the 
principal places in tile southern 
part of the state.— Inter Lake.

Perhaps.sooner than was at first 
anticipated, Poison ,will have tele
phone connection both north and 
south with the outside world. Con
struction was this week started on 
the Bell line from the south to Pol- 
sou, ami it is thought that by rea
son of the more level country thru 
which it passes, it will reach here 
sooner than the line, from the north, 
work upon which was started some 
two Weeks since. ; , - ' ' •

Oil the line from the north lliero 
are about twenty-tive men working, 
and tlicy are going forward with 
the work of setting poles and string
ing wires just as fast as the weather 
will permit.. During the week an 
additional force of men was put to 
work building a line from Somers 
to Big Fork, and when the line 
reaches here Poison will Lave tele
phone connection with points oil 
both the east and west shores of 
the lake.

Everything will be in readiness 
whed the long distance line reaches 
Poison, so that all that is necessary 
to obtain telephonic communication 
is to connect with the local line. 
Experienced linemen arrived here 
this week and have begun the work 
o f stringing wires and other neces

sary adjuncts of a local exchange. 
It is expected that the work will be 
completed here before either of the 
long distance lines reach Poison. 
For the present, the sub-station for 
the lines will be located in the store 
of the F. L. Gray Co.

Mr. Griffith, erecting engineer, 
and four experts from the Western 
Electric company, Chicago, reached 
Kalispell on Dec. 17th to take 
charge of installation work at Kal
ispell and supervise the work at the 
Poison station.
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PROSPECTS ARE BRIGHT FOR
STILL ANOTHER BANK HERE

J. A. Johnson of Amenia, N. D., 
whom it will be remembered pur
chased ■ considerable Poison realty 
at the government sale here in Sep 
teinber, in a letter to The Sentinel 
this week states that he will open a 
state bank here,, and hopes to have 
it ready for business by March 1st. 
Mr. Johnson will put up a two 3tory 
building, the lower floor to be a 
banking room, while the upper will, 
be made into office suites. 1

Contrnetor J. E.. Hern left Sun
day for ^Vancouver, Wash., to visit 
hiu .brother, and also to close out, 
some business interests he haein the 
Washington town. Mr. Hern is a 
consistent booster for Poison, and. 
no doubt will turn a tide o f emigra
tion this way.

Ralph R. Tower returned to bis 
homo in Sisscton, S. D., the early 
part of the week, after sp* »ding a 
couple of months in Poison. Mr. 
Tower holds No. 19 on the reserva
tion, and will return in the spring 
to take up his claim.

Insurance Agent John Gordon 
was advised this week that the fire 
underwriters would have a. repre
sentative here soon to inspect the 
water system, with a view to lower
ing the insurance rate in Poison.

Contractor Oliver Parsons is a 
business visitor in Missoula this 
week, whither be wended his way 
to interview old Santa.

Proposed Legislation Would Open a Ricli 
Avenue Wherein to Invest Idle Capital

Because of its importance to out
side parties who seek investment in 
the Flathead country, "the following 
from last week’s issue o f The Sen
tinel is reproduced:

News of - the bill to plat into 
small tracts and sell the lands bor
dering on Flathead Lake, mention 
o f which was made in The Sentinel 
two weeks ago, is contained in the 
following telegraphic dispatch sent 
out from Washington under date of 
Deo. 12th:

•‘In order to raise additional funds 
to carry on .the reclamation work on 
the Flathead reservation during the 
coming year, Senator Dixon today 
introduced a bill providing for the 
survey of the entire frontage of 
Flathead lake into two and five-aore 
tracts to be sold by the secretary , of 
the interior to the highest bidders, 
as those tracts will be in great de
mand for summer cottage residence 
sites. By this means, it is believed, 
nearly $100,000 may be added to 
the irrigation fund.

“ Senator Dixon also introduced a 
bill permitting the Flathead Indians 
to sell outright 00 acres ef the 80-

acre irrigated land allotments. If 
this last measure becomes a law it 
will immediately place on the mar
ket about 100,000 acres of valuable 
Fiathead lands.”
i While the sale of lake shore lands 
in Bmall tracts means a great deal to 
this section by reason of their being 
converted into a chain of summer 
homes, the sale of Indian lands 
means vastly more to Poison and 
the lower lake country in that it 
will bring into the country as if by 
magic thousands of farmers from the 
east and middle west to till this fer
tile soil. True, a great many are 
coming in under the leasing system, 
but under the proposed new law the 
land that is now leased in 500-acre 
tracts and worked by one proprie
tor, would become the prosperous 
and happy homes of at least half a 
dozen sturdy and contented farmers.

■■ -— —SU-—
A. E. Eddy, superintendent of

construction on the Poison division * •
of the irrigation project, haB re
signed and will leave January 1st 
for Vancouver, B. C., where he 
will engage in contracting work.

A Merry Christmas

TO its readers, 
* at home and 
over this broad 
land, The Sen
tinel extends its

and all

and trusts each 
can drink to the 
dregs from the

peace in 
the year of our 
Lord 1910.

WILLE E
Poison Will Bo Its Full Share Toward the Building of the 

Proposed Electric Railway from Missoula to Somers 
via This City-Resolutions Are Forwarded to Missoula.

The people of Poison will hold 
out every inducement to the parties 
having in view the building of an 
electric line from Missoula to Som
ers via Poison, mention of which 
was made in these columns last 
week. At the meeting of the Cham
ber of Commerce Monday night, at 
which more than a hundred were in 
attendance and every business inter-' 
est was represented, the subject was 
gone over thoroughly and the fol
lowing resolution, to he sent to the 
promoters of the proposed line, was 
unanimously adopted:

“ Whereas, the secretary of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of 
Poison is in receipt of a communi
cation from C. E. Dorman, of the 
city of Missoula, a civil engineer 
and promoter of an electric line of 
railway from Missoula to Somers 
via Poison, asking for co-operation 
in the promotion of said line; and 

“ Whereas, the Chamber of Com
merce and the citizens of Poison 
and surrounding country are deeply 
interested in this enterprise, and are 
desirous of giving their aid and en
couragement; therefore be it

“ Resolved, That we, the Cham
ber of Commerce and eitizens in 
mass meeting assembled, do hereby 
endorse any project tending to the 
promotion of said railroad, and 
pledge our hearty support and co
operation. A. j . TRO W ,

A. J. LOW  ARY,
C. E. REDEKER,

Committee.” 
The secretary read a letter from 

the war department in Washington, 
relative to the dredging of a chan
nel in Poison bay. The letter asked 
additional data as to the volume of 
business transacted over the lake, 
as that accompanying Engineer 
Clapp’s report and recommendation 
for a deeper chaijnel indicated the 
commerce was of a purely local 
nature and not of sufficient volume 
to justify the expenditure of six 
thousand dollars, which amount Mr. 
Clapp estimated would he needed to 
make a channel one hundred feet 
wide and six feet deep, with a turn
ing basin at the docks in Poison. 
Besides passing strong resolutions

impressing upon the board the ur
gent need of a channel in Poison 
bay that will he navigable at all 
times of the year, a committee was 
appointed to secure all the necessary 
data and forward it to Washington. 
This committee is now hard at work 
and will send in its findings at an 
early date, as the board has set 
Sanuary 5th as the date for final 
consideration. Because of the ex
treme importance to this city and 
section of a deeper and wider chan
nel in Poison bay, it was also. de
cided to request Montana’s repre
sentatives in congress to go before 
the board in Washington and secure 
if possible this much needed appro
priation.

The Chamber o f Commerce con
sidered at length the recent action 
of the county commissioners in 
granting fifty year franchises each 
for light, water and telephone sys
tems in Poison, passing resolutions 
denunciatory of the hoards action 
and demanding that the franchises 
be rescinded, it being the opinion 
of the Chamber of Commerce that 
the commissioners had been guilty 
of a gross usurpation of power that 
belonged to the citizens of Poison 
alone. President Carter appointed 
A. D. Maynard, Okas. E. Redekeiy 
A. J. Lowery, J. A.. T r o w e d  T. 
E. McMichaei as a committee of 
live to act immediately in the prem
ises and secure the rescinding by 
the county commissioners of their 
action in granting the said ^fran
chises. To defray any expenses 
that may be incurred by the com
mittee, individual subscriptions to 
the amount of more than one hun
dred dollars were made by those at
tending the meeting.

By its excellent work in behalf o f 
Poison and this section the Cham
ber of Commerce is commending it
self to the business interests, and 
this is shown by its constantly aug
mented membership. A t the call 
for new members Monday night, 
about twenty names were added to 
the list. .

- — ------------------ -----

“ Ask the man”  about that phono
graph at the Poison Drug Co.

Trustees Are Doing an Excellèet Work in 
Maintenance of the Poison Public School

In the latter part of last Septem
ber Miss May Trumper, superin
tendent of schools for Flathead 
county, aarived in Poison to organ
ize a school district, appoint trustees 
and to do all in her power to give 
the school of Poison an excellent 
start. She created school district 
No. 23, appointed Carl Wright, J.

Oher and Harry Dawson trustees. 
The hoard attempted to seoure the 
apportionment of school money 
from the state, but Attorney Gen

ial Galen ruled that the, district 
could draw no apportionment be
cause no assessment had been made 
of personal property here. Tie ad
vised that the school be maintained 
by subscription-

It was a hard proposition for the 
trustees to start and maintain a 
school with no funds on hand, but 
they were equal to the task. They 
gave a dance, then another dance, 
and tomorrow night they will give 
the third dance— and every person 

Poison should buy a ticket for 
this dance. They received a few 
donations, they charged a nominal 
sum for tuition, and in this manner

they have kept the school running
The trustees were indeed ifortun 

ate in securing the services of Mis* 
Bates as a teacher, fo r , she D en 
thusiastioally zealous and interested 
in her , work. She loves her tasl 
and therefore teaches admirably.

Early in November the trustee! 
circulated a promissory note whiol 
the business ineu of Poison signed, 
and with the money thus obtained 
they have paid for the fine new 
school house, seventy-five up-to-date 
adjustable seats, and Block No. 17, 
which was bought for the very 
sum of $520. This same block iE 
now worth over $1,000.

Poison may w ell he proud of the 
manner in which her citizens have 
so heartily respouded to every call 
for financial aid to maintain the 
school.

Since the above was put in type, 
the trustees have found it necessary 
to change the date of tlio benefit 
dance from the 25th to the 27th. 
It will he held on Monday night in 
the now school building, and a good 
time is assured everyone.


