
u¿-a,

4 -r*
0N1,Y NEWSPAPER PJJBUSHEM KJDIE FLATHEAD RESERVATION

VOL. I ' -NO. 21 \ POLSON. MON^AN^ FRIDAY, JANUARY 28, 1910 $2.50 PER YEAR

DENOUNCE POIICY
OF GOVERNMENT

1 ~  - u \ j 
IN  ITS CONDUCT' flF AFFAIRS i V l H E  

FLATHEAD RESERVATION. ,

SEND MAN TflTwASHINOTON
M a ss M eetin g a t K aiisp e ll P uts Out 

Strong K ick  on  th e  W ay T h is  
S ec tio n  is  B eing T reated .

Resolutions condemning the 
p o lioyo fth e  governm'ent in with
holding from bofnestead entry large 
tracts o f land on the Flathead res
ervation and denouncing the recla
mation service, wore adopted at a 
mass meeting at Kaiispell Saturday, 
which was, largely attended by rep
resentative business men, politicians 
and county officials from Lincoln 
and Flathead counties.

The meeting follows one held Jan. 
18, \yhen a call was issued to select 
a delegate to .go to Washington to 
sit with the eomrnitteewhicli is to im 
vestigate thii :Hailinger-Piiichot af
fair, and to'protest against the in
clusion in reserve of land desired 
for settlement. . ,

After turning down the adverse 
report of tho committee appointed a 
secondary report was adopted, nam-. 
ing W. B. Rhoades as a delegate to 
Washington, relying upon the prom
ise of County Commissioner Edge 
that the county would pay all proper- 
expenses. ■'

That the meeting was a disap
pointment is stated by some' of the 
most avdent ones, who expected the 
resolutions on the general forestry 
policy would he adopted. •/irist&frf 
of this, resolutions demanding the 
throwing open of agricultural land 
within the , Flathead reservation 
were adopted, the assembly con fu t
ing itself with giving the delegate 
authority to present the resolutions 
of the opposition adopted at the for
mer meeting. Denunciation of the 
reclamation service as totally unfit 
to oouduet ordinary business, con
demnation o f  expensive dams and 
reservoirs oh the Flathead reserva
tion, where it is declared no irriga
tion project is necessary,and neglect 
to erect them on the Bitter Root 
river where they are needed; long 
delay in making available the lands 
and the opinion that, all lands, barry- 
ing not more than 20,000 feet of 
timber to each 40 acres was not tim
ber land in the proper sense, were 
incorporated into the resolutions of
fered by W . B. Rhoades, secretary 
o f the chamber of commerce.

The government is also censured 
for the poor mail service between 
Kaiispell and reservation points, and 
Mr. Rhoades*- mission will include 
touching upon this point, and also 
that of seouring favorable action to
ward the dredging of harbors on 
the Flathead lake, much needed for 
the growing commerce between 
Poison and Kaiispell. '

, -------® — -----
DELEGATION URGES COMPLETION 

OF A LARGE MONTANA PROJECT

dent was that some years ago a large 
number of farmers surrendered to 
the government their private water 
rights in the belief that' government 
would quickly: complete the Milk 
river project and they would again 
have water for their land. Little or 
nothing has been done,, however. 
Mr. Taft promised to take the 
matter up.

The delegation has been assured 
that the greatest o f the obstacles 
will be cleared up shortly through 
the ratification of a treaty with the 
Canadian government by which the 
settlement of the claims of Canada 
and the United States to the waters 
of St. Mary’s and the Milk rivers 
will he affected.

Under this settlement Canada will 
get three-fourths of the water of the 
St. Mary’s river and the United 
States threo-fonrths of the water of 
MBk river. With this; controversy 
settled, it is expected that the Milk 
river project will be completed if 
provision is made for furnishing 
funds by the present congress.

BILL APPROPRIATES A 
QUARTER OE

For Irriga tion  W ork Under W ay on 
Flathead R eservation .

A  large delegation o f Montana 
people, head by Senator Carter and 
Representative Pray, and accom
panied by Louis W . Hill, president 
o f the Great Northean railroad talk
ed to the president iu Washington 
this week about the serious delay in 
carrying nut the Milk river and St. 
Mary’s irrigation projects in this 
state. They also coipplaiainsd 
about the ?great quantities of ,un- 
nrveyed pnblio lands and the ex
tensive amount of lands included in 
the forest reserve. They said : that 
American farmers were fast gqing 
to Western Canada and taking 1 up 
lands there; to the detriment of the 
United States because o f inability to 
get surveyed lands.

The speoifio douplaint to thepresi-'

The Indian appropriation bill re 
ported in the house this week carries 
the following Montana items: 

Irrigation of lands on Flathead 
reservation, $250,000, to be im
mediately available.

Irrigation Blackfoot lands. $200,- 
000. _ A ll irrigation appropriations 
to bo reimbursed to the government.

Fort Belknap, school, $20,000; 
Crow, $ff,000; Flathead,
Fort Peck, $40,000; ..Milk river ir
rigation system on Fort Belknap 
reservation, $25,000.

CARTER WOULD GIVE STATES ALL 
VALUABLE WATER POWER. LANDS

A  bill was this week presented 
to congress by Senator Carter of 
Montana, authorizing the issuauce 
of patents to states for public lands 
chiefly valuable for the development 
of water power. In effect, ’the 
Carter measure would turn over to 
the states the whole question of de
veloping water power. It would 
remove the entire problem of regulat
ing the use of land streams chiefly 
valuable for the development of 
power, from the control of the fed
eral government. It is expected that 
the pressing of his measure will 
evoke a storm of opposition from 
the supporters of thè Taft conserv
ation program. Senator Carter,how
ever, takes the position that when 
his plan is understood it will com
mand the support o f the conserva
tionists.

His bill provides that “ any state 
may enter any unappropriated public 
laud located within its boundaries, 
which is chiefly valuable for use in 
the development of water power, 
upon making proof to the satisfac
tion of the secretary of the interior 
that the land sought to be entered is 
chiely-valuable for suoli purposes.”

If upon submission of suchpvoofj 
tho secretary of the interior Is satis
fied that the land is as described, 
the bill directs that official to issue 
a patent to the state for all the land1 
or such portion thereof as he may 
deem necessary.

It is provided that the state shall 
never alienate title to the land and 
shall, by law, reserve to its legisla
ture the right to fix rentals for use 
of the land, based on capacity for 
power ? development, and to reg
ulate the price to bo charged Ijy 
any person, company or corporation 
for electric current generated by 
the power developed.

' Stove and tinware repairing , at 
Carey’s machine and blacksmith 
shop.

Plats for Homestead. Units UnOer Irrigation Ditches Are 
Approved by the Secretary of the Interior—Approxi
mately Three Thousand ̂ ranesteads Will be Available

As was stated in.the Thanksgiving.number of The Sentinel, all the 
open land in the Flathead reservation, whether under proposed irrigation 
projects or not, will be open to entry on April first next. The following 
special was sent out from Washington nhder date of January 25:

Notwithstanding many current rumors and newspaper articles to the 
contrary, ail Flathead agricultural lands; whether withdrawn for irriga
tion projects or otherwise, will be opened for entry April 1. Plans for 
homestead units under irrigation ditches were today approved by the sec. 
retary of the interior and tomorrow will. be sent to the engraving division 
to be lithographed. Several thousand copies of these plate o f townships, 
showing exact location and acreage p f each unit, will be printed and for
warded to the land offices, in March. Homestead units under irrigation 
projects vary in size from forty to one hundred and t wenty acres. Water 
for irrigation will be available only ori'small portions for this year.

On the west side of the river, where,'there are four irrigation projects 
not yet commenced, homestead units will probably be made eighty acres. 
Settlers taking homesteads on units covered by proposed irrigation pro
jects, not completed, will have to take,their chances as to completion of 
work and delivery of water. It will take three years to complete all the 
irrigation work. There are about twelve thousand acres ready to be 
watered this spring, and it is believed that with the $250,000 carried iu. 
the Indian appropriations bill reported, yesterday, supplemented by ad1 
ditioual amounts derived from the saleof timber, town lots, aud acreage 
frontage on the lake, twenty thousand jaores additional will be covered 
during the year. There are about'eighteen hundred homestead units 
under irrigation projeots, outside o f Indian allotments, and twelve hun. 
lied available 160-Sere homesteads that: will not bo irrigated. The latter 
includes many homesteads.that can be.-irrigated by private enterprise, the 
balance beujg dry :faiming lands. S e cto r  Dixon’s bill, favorably , re
ported by the Indian committee, permit1* Indian allottees to sell under 
supervision of the Indian committees, sixty acres of eaeli 80-acre allot
ment, which will make most of the reservation land available for white 
settlement during this year.

ana Will Derive the Benefit From a 
Proper Enumeration of Her Resources

Leon Shaw, supervisor o f  the 
Second Montana district, [bas re
turned to’ijHelenaj from Denver, 
where he attended a conference of 
census supervisors with the assistant 
director of thè census and head of 
the agricultural and population di
visions of the general census bureau 
at Washington. In an interview, 
Mr. Shaw stated that at this meeting 
it was virtually determined that reg
ular resident enumerators should 
take the livestock censuB.alsothatof 
population and generil statistics, in-, 
stead of having the work done by 
Special agents as was the case 10 
years ago.

<lt was emphasized in reaching this 
conclusion,”  said he, “ that all live
stock owners should appreciate the 
fact that in divulging these statistics 
to enumeraiors they are not to go 
any further; that is that under no 
circumstances can they become ac
cessible either to county assessors or 
forest reserve officials. , It was re
alized that there might he a hesitancy 
to furnish this data for fear that it 
might mean extra taxation or graz
ing charges, but the rules o f the 
bureau are very strict respecting 
secrecy is  to returns. Each enum
erator is required to subscribe to 
an oath that he will maintain iuvi- 
olate.all facts gathered by him in 
this work, and such divulging of 
knowledge in the general office at 
Washington, where all returns are 
to be immediately sent by the su
pervisors as soon as received from 
the enumerators, . means discharge 
and possibly prosecution iu either 
event; ’•

Mr. .Shaw also stated that he ex
pected the most heavy co-operation 
from livestock owners in this respect, 
meaning as it does, a standing ad
vertisement for ten years or ‘ until 
the-next census of Montanans great

holdings. The same is true of all 
returns. That is, the enumerators 
should be given full and complete 
returns, “ for,”  he said, “ only in 
this way may the state’s resources 
be pointed out. The census figures 
will be closely scrutinized in all 
parts of the country, and to those 
who are seeking new homes, this 
data will appeal more strongly than 
any other information.

“ Iri addition, arrangements have 
been practically consummated by 
the state publicity bureau to give 
the net returns a wide circulation, 
providing a satisfactory showing of 
the yield of Montana’s farms 1 arid 
ranges can be shown from these 
figures. .

“ This should not he taken to 
mean that ‘padding’ of any sort is 
wanted, but instead, simple facts, 
correct and-completed. If the true 
population and resources of every 
Montana county are shown, none 
may be ashamed o f the result. -In
deed,‘each will be proud and col
lectively.Montana will make a dis
play of indisputable figures which 
cannot be denied.

“ The bureau asks and expects the 
hearty co-opcration of all public 
spirited citizens and commercial or
ganization o f the state in this great 
undertaking. Montana, after all, 
is to derive the chief benefits from 
a proper enumeration of its resources 
and people. That all counties will 
.make grills over the showing of 10 
years'ago; cannot be gainsaid, and 
the better the showing is the better 
the advertisement for the Treasure 
state;”

-l ;

Respecting enumerators’ salaries, 
Mr. $baw said that while the matter 
was riot definitely determined at the 
Denver fneeting, the understanding 
reacll¿d'was that city enuinorators 
Wttujll'be paid at a per capita rate,

while those .working outside ■’ woulc 
receive from $5 to $G a day. It is 
hoped to complete the city work 
within two weeks and the country 
districts in a month, both begin
ning April 15 next. Enumerators are 
wanted in all counties and applica
tions should be sent to Mr. Shaw 
at Helena at once.

— — ® ----------------- '

WILL PURCHASE LARGE STOCK OF 
SPRING AND SUMMER MILLINERY

Mrs. T. L. McMichael will leave 
tomorrow for Seattle, where she 
goes to purchase a full line of spring 
and summer millinery for the store 
which she will open in Poison, an
nouncement of which is made in the 
advertising columns of The Sen
tinel this week. The new business 
will be located on Third avenue, 
and it is thought it will be open for 
business at lease two weeks before 
Easter Sunday. Mrs./ McMichael 
is an experienced milliner, and the 
ladies,of Poison can find in the new 
stock, the very latest fashions of 
head gear.

____ @_____

POLSON REPRESENTED AT 
THE SPECIAL MEETING

Of th e  County C o m m issio n ers  at th e  
County S ea t T od ay .

T. L. McMichael, James West, 
A. J. Lowary and others left yes
terday for Kaiispell, where they are 
today in attendance upon the spe
cial meeting of the county commis
sioners. The question of electric 
light, water and. telephone fran
chises in this city is again being 
considered by the commissioners 
today, and the gentlemen mentioned 
above are looking after the interests 
of Poison in the transaction.

The matter of a toll bridge across 
the river at this place will also be 
brought to the attention of the oom- 
missioners at this meeting, and it is 
hoped some definite action will be 
taken. It is understood that ample 
capital has been pledged by local 
parties to build a bridge, and if the 
commissioners grant a permit, it is 
probable construction work will be 
started in a short time.

Naturally enough, the real inter
est of the people of Poison in the 
present meeting of the commission
ers is on the.subject of Poison fran
chises, and speculation is rife as to 
the probable action that will be 
taken. Everyone thought that with 
the rescinding of franchises recent
ly the incident was a closed one, 
and there is none who understands 
why the question should come up 
for reconsideration.

— __®-------

MAIL MUST CONTINUE TO GO
AROUND ROBINHOOD’ S BARN

A  letter received in Poison this 
week from Congressman Chas. N. 
Pray states that the bids for carry
ing the mail between Poison and 
Dayton, which were opened at 
Washington Jan. 3, were consider
ed excessive by the department and 
no contract was awarded. The let
ter aho stated that no further action 
would be taken until spring, when 
it was “ probable”  bids would again 
be advertised for on a water route. 
Presumably, tho same farce will be 
enacted then as occurred last sum
mer, and letters from this point to 
Kaiispell will continue to go via 
Spokane.

_____ :5)_____
C. R. Sawyer this week let the 

contfact for a 22-room hotel, to bo 
erected on his lot on Fourth avenue 
and just opposite the public square. 
Muller and Arnold are the con
tractors, and the building is to be 
completed and ready for occupancy 
by April first. Mr. Sawyer will 
equip it throughout with the best 
furnishings aiul all the modern con
veniences.

MAMMOTH BUSINESS 
ON THE RESERVE

IS P U N N ED  BY FORMER RESIDENT 
OF YUKON TERRITORY.

a o to m q bileI t a g e s  f ir s t
S tan ley S c e a r c e  Will Enter C om m er

c ia l Field on a  L arge S ca le . 
H ead q u arters a t Ronan.

Stanley Scearce, banker and cap
italist of Ronan, was a visitor in 
Poison this week, having come here 
for the purpose of going over with 
Contractor McIntyre the plans for 
various buildings which he will in 
the near future have erected on his 
lots in the busy town twelve miles 
south of Poison. Mr. Scearce is a 
former resident of Dawson, Yukon 
Territory, having lived there for a 
number of years. He was prom
inently identified with the business 
interests of that territory, having 
been for several years president of 
the Dawson Board of Trade, an 
organization which transacts all the 
business with tho English govern
ment for that vast section. Mr. 
Scearce thinks the Mission valley 
equals if not excels the Yukon dis
trict in opportunities for capital, 
and is backing his judgment in no 
uncertain way. He is organizing a 
bank to be opened at Ronan by the 
first of April, and in addition is 
erecting an immense building there 
to house'll general merchandise and 
farm implement business which he 
will operate The building is to be 
100 feetfjfroqt jby. 60 feet deep; two 
stories high, and- it is understood 
the contract for tho structure will 
be let within a few days. .

Realizing tho transportation dif
ficulties that face the people of this 
section, Mr. Scearce has decided to- 
operate automobile stages between 
Poison,. Ronan, and Ravalli, and 
tli is service will be’ inaugurated 
within a short time. Eventually, 
it is his intention to supplement this 
service with automobile stages to 
Camas Hot Springs, Dixon, and 
other points in the reservation. In 
conversation with a representative 
of The Sentinel Mr. Scearce said in; 
this regard: “ While I am only a 
newcomer in the oountry, I want to. 
share in its development, and in no 
way oan-1 do this better than by 
establishing quick means of trans
portation. In the absence of rail
roads, the next best way to get these 
is by use of automobiles, and I will 
soon have cars making regular trips 
to all the principal points in tho 
reserve. The first need that con
fronts us is that of good roads and 
bridges, and we are going after 
these in a mariner that can not fail 
to bring them, for if' tho county 
commissioners wont build them I\' 
will. Wo really need a railroad to 
help develop the country; but if we 
can’ t get a railroad, the country 
will bo developed just the same.”

In addition to the banking busi
ness, Mr. Scearce intends putting 
in at Ronan a largo mercantile ■ 
establishment where all tho needs 
of the farmer, from a clevis to a 
threshing outfit, can be supplied. 
There will also bo an immenso 
garage, and machine sheds where 
the autos and other vehiolos will be 
kept.

The automobile stages will bo 
making regular trips between this 
point and Ravalli in the very near 
future, three cars for use in this 
service being now in transit.

________/a  .

Look out for the1 Washington 
Birthday. Social to be given Feb
ruary 22 by the Ladies’ Aid of Poi
son. A  program consisting of musio 
aud reading will be rendered, after 
which dainty refreshments will be 
served. .


