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EASY TO FILM
MONTANA MOVIES

• SCENERY IS HERE AND SO IS

EVERYTHING ELSE, SAYS

PICTURE PRODUCER

Tales of the Northwest, With the

Great Out-of-Doors Scenes that

Form Greatest Box Office Attrac-

tions, Can be Taken Here Easily

and Cheaply.

Thomas Linden, president of the
Flathead Producers Corporation, the
Montana movie company with head-
quarters at Columbia Falls, makes
the following statement of the gen-
eral plans of the company:

"Since the formation of our com-
pany there has been a widespread
discussion of the project of success-
ful picture production in Montana.
Some seem to be of the opinion that
the making of modern movies would
be only, at a prohibitive cost, were
they to be produced so far from the
great film mecca in southern Cali-
fornia. Also there is the question of
sunlight such as made California

JO' ideal in the old days when the indus-
try was young.

"It is true that our daylight is
not of the powerful actinic value that
has the most instantaneous effect on
film, but when one pauses to realize
the gigantic strides the science of
motion photography has taken in the
past two years, he will see that there
is no longer a question of enough
light. Though a few years ago this
quest for powerful sunlight was the
lure that drew all the companies inte
California to produce, there is no
longer a need for such intensity. The
modern lenses will take clear and per-
fectly defined pictures at night as
readily as in the glare of a noon-day

Thomas Linden.

sun. It is more a matter of artistic
lightings and ideal surroundings
that make for the perfect 'shots' in
pictures of today. Sham has given
way to reality, camouflage has been
relegated to the past to make room
for the most -vonderful natural
beauty.
"When a certain director in the

filming 9f a big snow picture utilized
four caripads of salt and a whole
trainload of pine trees cut in, Oregon,
to build a bit of Canadian frontier
among the sunbaked hills of Califor-
nia, the picture fans of that day
thought his work was a masterpiece.
But when Ernest Shipman took the

_ bit in his teeth, and, at his own ex-
pense, gathered a wandering company
together at Calgary, Canada, to pro-
duce the first Curwood story with
real snow, real mountains, real winter
blizzards as a background, he signed
the death warrant of the make-be-
lieve movies forever.
"We are intending to film just that

one kind of movie. We are prepar-
ing to produce tales of our own coun-
try with all the elemental grandeur
and scenic beauty this state posses-
ses. The stories are to be carefully
chosen so that they will hold not
only a finely woven plot but will be
wrought to vibrate with the conflict
of the elements and the strife of
strong men. in ..t.he primitive setting
of the west, where only the strong
survive. We will need no camou-
flage of painted scenery, no "set
trees" or artificial rocks. When we
want the best and grandest backing
on earth to film in the distance be-
hind a dramatic climax in our plc-

4 tures, we will have to but open the
studio door to bring our cameras to
bear on the great glistening peaks
of our own wide-flung Rockies. These
are the touches of reality that make
bit 'pictures big.
"The rest is merely a matter of the

cost of production against the qual-
ity of the output. Like 4n tiny other
legitimate manufacturing business ir
a line for which there is. an ever-

ready market, it is simply to produce
within a reasonable overhead expense
_Ind to  have the quality good.

• 

Town of Maiden, from Sketch Made When It Was on the Fort Maginnis Military Reservation, and the Commanding Officer Ordered the Citizens
to Pack ,up All Their Belongings and Leave; The Following Year Maiden and Lewistown Engaged in a Hot Fight for the County Seat of Fer-
gus, and the Mining Camp Lost Out Because the Stockmen hi the Basin were Stronger Than the Miners.

There have been many towns and
mining camps in Montana that have
had expectations of becoming the
greatest city of this commonwealth.
Forty years ago, Helena, the richest
city per capita in the United States,
If not in the world, was the metrop-
olis of the territory. It led in popu-
lation and laughed at rivals, such as
Fort Benton, Missoula and a few oth-
ers whose citizens believed their
towns lay in the path of destiny. So
far as Montana was concerned in the
early 80's the world was young and
every aspiring mining camp had high
hopes of future greatness. Among
them all none felt surer of large
growth and a place in the western sun
than the thriving camp of kMaiden, a
few miles northeast of Lewistown.

In Maiden there are still living a
few oia timers who remember the stir-
ring days when that camp was the
leading settlement of the Judith Ba-
sin, before Lewistown had made a
start. One of these is Dr. I. M. Beat-
ty, who was in reminiscent mood the
other day and recalled' some interest-
ing facts in connection with the ear&
history of the place, which now lives
largely in the memory of pioneers,
but*hich has sufficient rich mineral
country surrounding it to/keep alive
a hope that it will some/ day come
back as a producer of gord on a big
scale.

Dr. Beatty recalls that "Skookum
Joe" Anderson and Dave Jones were
the first settlers at Maiden, Jiones
being the discoverer of placer gad in
Maiden Gulch. They went from the
Black Hills in 1879 to Yogo Gulch,
now in Cascade county, and from
there the next year, 1880, to Maiden.
When they reached the Musselshell
river they ran onto a band of 75
Blackfeet, and they took to the brush
to fight them from ambush. After a
hot fight that lasted several hours
the Indians withdrew, leaving a score
or more of their braves dead along
the river.

Beatty remembers when Billy Van
Sickle "shot up the town" in approv-
ed fashion, and passing Si Eaton's
tent, saw the flap open and evidently
figured that there was an opening he
could hit, so he sent a bullet in. Si
happened to be inside, however, and
strenuously objecting to the richo-
cheting bullets, grabbed his own
trusty Winchester-and 'shot at Billy,
the bullet hitting him on the bulge
at the base of the skull. The bullet
split, the larger part landing in a box
in a window some distance away.
Billy was kocked off the horse but
not badly hurt, though Doc says the
hair never seemed to grow freely
where the bullet hit.
Maiden being on unsurveyed land,

title could not pass by deed and none
was ever given for lots. A fence
around your holdings constituted pos-
session, but if this evidence was al-
lowed to deteriorate, it could be
Jumped. Mrs. Otto Anderson had two
lots near the Frank Sage livery stable
and her fencing needed repair, so she
asked Pat Skinner, a big gruff Irish-
man, to fix it. He began, when a
very dignified white Man known as
"Hungry Wolf" appeared with r
shotgun and ordered Pat to desist,
with dire but very polite, threats. Pat
finally let out a roar, gave a jump
and, grabbing the gun ,broke it and
threw the pieces in the brush, while
"Hungry" Wolf" retreated up the
gulch.
The attempts to discourage jump-

ing, however, were carried so far, as
the publication in the Min.eral Argus
of the Vigilante committee's warning
bearing the fateful signature in fig-
ures that all knew.

Beatty relates one incident of early
day justice that many have laughed
over. A prominent stockman had
Imbibed too freely. at Johnson's hotel
and was using the language that was
distinctly unsatisfactory, even in
those days. Johnson threw him out
and was arrested but discharged and
then the other man was haled before

the camp's justice of the pee. The
latter imposed a fine of $260. The
stockman protested violently and de-
clared there wasn't that much money
in all Maiden.

"How much you got?" asked the
a ommodating justice. The defend-
an vfrisked" himself and announced
the result. -

"Well," coinmenteZI the judge,
"we'll let it go at that, but be d—n
careful it don't happen again."
In March, 1885, a handful of en-

terprising settlers in the Jed* Basin
won a battle they had beep fighting
for months in the interests of law and
order and got the territorial legisla-
ture to pass a bill creating Fergus
county out of the big county of
Meagher. Then followed a hot fight
betwen Maiden and the village of
Lewistown for the county seat.

Curiously enough, as it seems to-
day, the Judith Basin, which has
since become famous for its fertile
lands and its splendid stock ranges,
was one of the last sections of Mon-
tana to become civilized, and when
the county of Fergus came into be-
ing there were few men who traveled
its trails who did not wear a six-
shooter. The reason was that it was
far from a railroad and inaccessible
even by stage lines on account of the
great distances from the more thickly
settled communities of Montana.
This made it a more or less safe re-
treat for horsethieves, road agents
and other bad men for whom various
sheriffs had warrants, or whose ad-
dresses were souelat by vigilante com-
mittees everywhde.

Before 1885, when the area now
comprising Fergus county was part
of Meagher county, the county seat
was at White Sulphur Springs, a
long trip from the Lower Judith with
horses. The cattle men who were
running stock on the ranges near
where Lewistown now stands were
constantly suffering at the hands of
rustlers and horsethieves, and they
had to work for their own protection
with vigilance committees instead of
having the much-needed protection of
the law. In 1884 -Granville Stuart
led an expedition of cowpunchers that
dealt out summary justice to many
bad men. On many mornings the sun
rose to discover with its rays in quiet
spots along the Judith, Musselshell
and Missouri rivers ghastly faces
staring forth from tight-drawn
nooses—stark forms swaying in the
breeze, dangling from cottonwood
trees.

It was said by some that a few in-
nocent men suffered in these raids,
but the facts of all the hangings will
never be known. The determined men
who rode hard on the trail of veng-
eance seldom spoke about their do-
ings, and unless the memoirs coin
piled by Granville Stuart before his
death contain an account of the ac
tivities of the vigilantes of the
prairie, it is not likely that this chap-
ter in Motana's history will ever be
written. ' Whatever may 'have' beer
the rights or wrongs of inAividettl
cases in these quick trials and the
summary execution of the unwritten
law of the range, the men who thus
took the law into their own hands un-
doubtedly acted for the best as they,
saw it, and there is no question but
that the general result was salutary.
A wholesale cleaning out of the rust-
lers was effected and the stockmen,
big and small, breathed easier and
slept more soundly.

Maiden a Promising Camp.
In 1885 the principal settlement in

the Judith country was still the camp
of Maiden. In June of the year-1880,
when Anderson and Jones found gord
there, their prospecting party was
Joined by C. C. Snow and F. .1. Me-
Partland. The news that rich placer
diggings had been struck there soon
attracted other miners, and many lo-
cations were made in Alpiee, Warm
Springs and Maiden gulches, the town
of Maiden being started at once in
the last named. The first quartz lode

discovered was the War Eagle, which
was located by Jones -and Anderson,
who later took as a partner Perry
W. McAdow.
McAdow, whose death in Florida

occurred only some five years ago,
was one of the most interesting of all
the pioneers of Montana, and he made
several fortunes out of claims dis-
covered near Maiden that summer of
1880, notably from the famous Spot-
ted Horse mine. He was in Montana
as early as July, 1861, when he ar-
rived at Fort Benton after a trip up
the Missouri from St/Louis on the
ill-fated steamer Chippewa, which
blew up in Disaster bend after catch-
ing fire. In December, 1861, he was
prospecting on Gold creek, in the
Deer Lodge valley, here the first gold
discovery in Montana as made the
following spring. He washed out in
Pioneer gulch some of the first gold
taken from the soil of Montana. He
set up one of the first sawmills, if not
the first, in the territory. He locat-
ed part of the townsite where Boze-
man stands today and built there the
first commercial flour mill in Mon-
tana. He also located the town of
Coulson, near the site of which Bil-
lings later was started. -

First for County Seat.
In 1885, therefore, Maiden had five

years of growth behind it and was
looked upon by many as the best min-
ing camp in the territory—a rival of
Butte. Visions of a great city there
were seen by the residents.
But when the county of Fergus

was created, Lewistown, which had
struggled into existence a year or so
before, was the 'choice of the big
stockmen in the Judith Basin for
county seat because of its central lo-
cation.

Lewistown was started by a
Frenchman, Francis Janeaux, who lo-
cated a ranch in 1882 or 1883 where
the main business portion of Lewis-
town stands today, and opened a trad-
ing post. Power & Brother
bought out Janeaue in 1884 and re-
built the trading post into a more
modern store. In 1885 the business
houses consisted of the Power store,
a saloon run by Kemp & Crowley, an-
other run by Henry Simone, a livery
barn, a log hotel and -a few log
shacks.

•A mile south of Lewistown wad
Reed's Fort, where Reed and Bowles,
two well known frontier characters,
had erected a stockade for trade with
the Indians some years previously
and which for a time was the only
permanent white settlement in the
Judith country aside from Fort Ma-
ginnis, established as a military post
In 1880; and the camp of Maiden.
In 1885 Reed's Fort -was,the postof-
lice for the district. The trading post
had been closed, but the ranch of the
Judith Cattle Company was located
there.

Maiden Gets Bombshell.
At the thne of the county seat

fight, Maiden was a lively town, hav-
ing three general stores, a drug store,
a 01Othing store, two hardware stores,
a bakery, a meat market, a restaur-
ant, a blacksmith shop, a news depot,
tero barber shops, a livery stable and
13 saloons. There was a population
of several' hundred in and about the
camp in the various gulches.

Maiden, until August, 1883, had
ben ineluded in the Fort Maginnis
military reservation, and the resi-
dents got a shock on August 8, of
that year, when Captain Cass Dur-
ham, commanding the battalion of.
Second cavalry which was stationed at
the fort, had posted at Maiden the
following notice:
"Order No. 134. In obedience to

general order No. 26 from headquar-
ters of the army, dated Washington,
D. C., April 13, 1883, and subse-
quent instructions from headquar-
ters department of Dakota, all per-
sons-now residing on the military res-
ervation of Fort Maginnis, M. T., 'or
working any mines, or prospecting
for mines, or carrying on any other

kind of business, or who may here-
after come on said reservation, with-
out proper authority, I hereby warn
that they must leave the reservation
and remove therefrom all property
that they may have brought with
them or acquired since coming on
the reservation. Sixty days from this
date will be granted for the comple-
tion of this removal herein ordered,
at the end of which time those re-
maining without proper authority
will be forcibly ejected. By order
of Captain Cass Durham, F. W.
_Kingsbury, post adjutant." -

Order Finally Modified. _.,

The miners hastily ,called a meet-
'Ing, which was herd in Dryden &
Ester's building, with John Beck, re-
corder of Warm Springs mining dis-
trict as chairman; and C. S. Fell, sec-
retary. A committee was appointed
to draft a petition and present it to
the commanding officer, which peti-
tion was presented at Fort Maginnis,
August 13, by A. M. Esler's C. W.
Gardner, Willard Dunton, C. S. Fell
and T. B. Stillman.

Captain Durham, after reading the
petition, which asked for a modifica-
tion of the order, said he "would ap-

ervation so as t exclude 'Maiden and
prove a petitim\ to cut down the res-

the mines immediately surrounding
it from the reservation. Another
meeting was called at Maiden, and
after a hot discussron it was decided
to formulate a petition along _the
lines suggested by Captain Durham,
and the matter was finally adjusted
in this manner.

Having saved their town, the resi-
dents of Maiden, when talk of the
creation of Fergus county was start-
ed the following year, were deter-
mined to have Maiden selected as the
county seat. A local committee as
appointed to go to Helena to lobby
for Maiden when the enacting law
was framed.
But the stockmen of the Basin

were more powerful, individually and
collectively than the miners, and
Lewistown was named as county seat
In the bill creating the county. The
stockmen who were responsible for
Lewistown being made county seat
were T. C. Power & Brother, Gran-
ville Stuart, Reese Anderson, James
Fergus, after whom the county was
darned; Percy H. Kennett, Conrad
Kohrs and a number of others who
either lived in the vicinity or who
had interests there.
An illustration of the importance

of the Judith Basin as a stock coun-
try at that time is found in the for-
mation of the Pioneer Cattle Com-
pany in 1885 with a capital stock of
$1 000 000. Conrad Kohrs was pres-
ident*Of the company; S. . Hauser
vice president; A. J. Selig an, secre-
tary, and Granville Stuart, assistant
secretary and superintend nt.
One of the earliest stookmei in the

Basin was Governor P. Brooks,
whose ranch on Warm Springs Creek
was one of the most n ted in the term
ritory.
On the nearby Mutt elshell renge

the leading stockmen iii. 1881-2 were
Hill & Hightower, Balch & Bacon,
Collins & Klein, William ordon, R.il
W. Qualle, M. J. Settle, . Lincoln,
James Schmall, McGaric Johnson,
George W. Wilson, F. M. Dennis,
John H. Freeser, Thomas Linton,
Martin Miller, W. Cockrill, Andrew
Cooper, R. C. Quaintance, the Mon-
tana Chttle Co., the Northwestern
Cattle Co., and D. Blacker.
A cattle company was organized in

1885 called the Galloway Cattle Co.
Two of the Fisk brothers of Helena
were stockholders, and' Tom Wilcox'
was manager. This tompany's home
ranch was south of the Snowiest 15
miles east of Judith Gap.
By 1886 the cattle' Industry was at

its best. Then came the terrible win-
ter of 1886-7, hich put practically all
of the above-named -stockmen and
scores of others out of business. This
wag the beginning of another period

"

NEWiINC6ME LAWS
ARE EXPLAINED

•

CHANGES AND REVISIONS, THAT
BECAME EFFECTIVE NOVEM-

BER 23 OUTLINED •

Office of Revenue Collector James A.
WaiRh is Flooded With Inquiries
Regarding the Various Changes,
Who Issues Statement Explaining
Rules.

Enactment of the new revenue leg-
islation has brought to the offices of
the collector of internal revenue • a
flood of inquiries regarding various
provisions, since the revenue laws of
1921 became effective November 23,
1921 "unless otherwise provided for,"
according to Collector J., A. Walsh.
To avoid error in the preparation

of their returns and later difficul-
ties with the bureau of internal rev-
enue, taxpayers are advised by Col-
lector Walsh in the following state-
ment to note carefully the changes
and when they become effective.
"The excess profits tax is repealed

as of Jan. 1, 1922. The rates for
1921 are unchanged.
"The surtax rates for the calendar

year 1921 are unchanged and range
from 1 per cent on the amount of. net
income between $5000 and $6,000
to 65 per cent on the amount of net
income in excess of $1,000,000. For
the calendar year 1922 the surtax
rates range from 1 per cent on the
amount of net income between $6000
and $10,000 to 50 per cent on the
amount of net income in excess of
$20,000.
"The exemption allowed for a de-

pendent is increased from $200 to
$400. Married persons living with
husband or wife and heads of fam-
ilies are allowed a personal exemp-
tion of $2,600 (instead of $2,000)
unless the net income is in excess of
$5,000, hi which case the personal
exemption is only $2,000. The act
provides that in no case shall the re-
duction of the personal exemption
from $2,500 to $2,000 operate to
Increase the tax which would be pay-
able if the exemption were $2,500 by
more than the amount of the net in-
come in excess of $5,000. This is
to Overcome the disparity in the case
of two taxpayers, one of whom is
just within the lower $2,000 exemp-
tion and the other just within the
higher $2,500 exemption.

The Exemptions
"Single persons and married per-

sons not living with husband or wife,
are allowed an exemption of $1,000.
Non-resident aliens are allowed a
single personal exemption of $1,000.
Persons having gross incomes for
1921 of $5,000 or over are required
to make a return, regardless of the
amount csf net income,.

"Provision is made for the repeal
on Jan. 1, 1922, of the tax on stock-
holders of a personal service corpora-
tion as suet: After that date such
corporations are to be taxed in the
same manner as ether corporations.
"The -income tax on corperations

for the calendar year 1922 and there-
after is increased from 10 to 12'1/2 per
Cent. The $2,000 exemption hereto-
fore allowed corporations is to be
granted only to those corporations
whose net income is $25,000 or less.
"Many persons are under the im-

pression that the taxes on the ice
cream, soft drinks, etc., monthly re-
turns of which are required, have
been repealed with the enactment of
the new act. These taxes remain in
force until the end of the calendar
year 1921.
"No change is made in the tax on

admissions, except that after Jan. 1,
1922, thetrwill be no tax where ad-
mission is 10 cents or less. Effect-
ive Jan. 1, 1922, the following taxes,
are also abolished: on musical in-;
strnments, sporting goods, chewing

1gum, portable electric fans, thermos,
bottles, fur articles, pleasure boats,:
and pleasure canoes (unless sold for
more than $100), toilet articles, med-
icines and numerous articles of ap-
parel.

On Works of Art
"On and after Jan. 1, 1922, the

tax on various works of art is reduced
from 10 per cent to 5 per cent, the
tax on candy from 5 per cent to -.3
per cent, and the tax on carpets,
rugs, trunks, valises, purses, fans,

c., from 10 per cent of sales price
in excess of specified amounts, to 6
per cent of Bales prices in excess of
specified amounts.
"The tax on parcel post packages

le" eliminated effective Jaii. 1, 1922.
"The new act provides that .no

taxpayer shall be subjected to unne-
cessary examinations or investiga-
tions, and only one inspection of linet
books of accounts shalltbe.made for
each taxable year unless the taxpayet
requests otherwise, or the commis-
sioner notifies the taxpayer in writ-
ing that an additional inspection is
necessary,,
"The period- for filing returns on

the calendar year basis is from Jan.
1 to March 15, 1922. This year, tie
last, the tax may be paid in full' at
the time of filing the return or in
four equal installments due on or be-
fore March 15, June 15, September
15 and December 15.
"Copies of the revenue act may be

had by application to the office Of
the internal revenue collector, Hel-
ena, Mont." 

,

of prosperity in the livestock busi-
ness in the Judith Basin, however,
and it lasted till the land was taken
up by homesteaders.

•


