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NV WE DID FOR COI
A Remarkable Record of Admis-

trative Ability.

The People Given a Clean and Prc-

gressive Government — Facts

from Official Reports.

The United States has treated Cuba as
a fond father would his child.
At the dose of hostilities in Cuba the

military authorities found the island in
a state of devastation and ruin, both as
to its political organization and its in-
dustrial condition. Without precedent
to guide and many of them without pre-
vious experience in state affairs, the of-
ficers of the United States government
undertook to sat up a form of govern-
ment yr hich would provide for the im-
mediete needs and which might be de-
vs-loped into a stable and lasting system.
How sell they succeeded may best he

shown by a summary of the fiscal affairs
covering our stay in the island. From
July 18 to December 31, 1898, revenues
were collected amounting to $520,000,
mainly from duties from imports and
tmmicipal taxation, and these revenues
were used for defraying the extraordin-
ary expenses occasioned by the condi-
tion of affairs.
Janne, y 1, 1899, there e ere established

in Cuba sixteen custom houses, both at
the chief port, Havana, and others at
the principal sub-ports of the island.
These offices were fully equipped from
the outset and a uniform tariff was ob-
served in the assessment of taxes and
duties. The rates were generally about
the same ap thosmbich obtained. jar Or
United States. The principal (-babies
in the tariff have been the gradual re-
duction of duties on exports from time
to time, until April. 1901, when these
duties were entirely abolished.

Postoffices were opened all over the
island and native postmasters were ap-
pointed. More than SOO poetoffices were
establiehed, at the greater number of
which the officers were bonded and in
connection therewith a money order sys-
tem was inaugurated, both for domestic
and international business. A free de-
livery system -was also established in all
of the large cities, as well as railway post
lines, and in many instances, star routes
in the interior and country districts, giv-
ing to those even in the most remote
places the benefits of a regular mail ser-
vice.
There was established a department

of finance presided over by a general
treasurer and six provincial treasurers,
one for each province. Subsequently,
these provinces were redistricted and
formed into so-called fiscal zones.
The officers conducted the assessment

and collection of conveyance,inheritance,
commercial and industrial taxes and ad-
ministered internal affaire, municipal
schools, hospitals, public works,fostering
industries and stocking farms and plan-
tations. Thousands of brood cattle and
horses were purchased and resold to the
natives on easy terms, enabling them to
resume work which would not oVrer-
wise have been possible.
The number of school houses provided

nearly equal those in this country for a
corresponding area. There was con-
structed a telegraph line connecting with
the principal cities throughout the is-
land, which, together with the construc-
tion and repair of bridges, have been of
invaluable benefit to the inhabitants.
Among the most notable achievements

in this connection may be mentioned
the concrete turnpike running from San-
tiago to San Luis, a distance of about 24

miles. This road was planned by and
constru. led Under the direction of Gen.
Wood. This road, crossing the moun-
tains, is considered by experts as prob-
ably the finest mountain road In the
world. It gives access to a wonderfully
fertile section of the country, which be-
fore had as its only means of communi-
cation with the outside wortd indistinct
mountain trails, which were impassable
during the rainy 'saloon, or nearly all the
year. As a sanitary measure, the streets
of many of the cities were paved and
many miles of seeerage were con-
structed. -
The harbors of the island were greatly

improved and art admirable 'system of
lights and beacons were established,
government warehouses and docks were
repaired arid constructed and regula-
tions conforming to those in vogue in
tide country were established.
The total revenue from all sources col-

lected storing the occupation was $57,-
200,000. and the expenditures therefrom
$55,300,000, the remainder having been
turned over to the republic of Cuba at
the time of the eithdrawal of the United
States authority, May 18, 1902.

All expenditures were made with a
view of contributing to the benefit of the
people throughout the entire period of
occupation were conducted solely in the
interest of and for the benefit of Cuba.
A few of the expenditures in Cuba

were occasioned by the condition of the
various municipalities, all of which
showed large deficits in their annual re-
ceipts. In the official year 1899 more
than *1,000,000 WEIS contributed to de-
fray these deficits and thereafter the
Schools, police, and inunidpal hospitals
and charities were maintained almost
entirely at the expense of insular gov-
ernment,
This condition has been largely over-

come and a majority of the municipali-
ties are now self-sustaining. The insu-
lar revenues, however, were used to
support the mturicipal schools and chari-
ties to a very large degree, as well as in
payment for the extensive sanitary work
Lp to the close of the American admin-
istration.
The buildings selected for barracks

and for the United States army were
used only temporarily by the troops, surd
when put in repair and thorough sani-
tary condition were turned over to the
municipalities as hospitals.
Marry of the most completely appoint-

ed hospitals iff the island have been fit-
ted out in this in It follows that,
when consideration is given to the short
time which the troupe actually occupied
those buildings, the amount charged
against appropriations for barracks and
quarters is much greater than would
have been necessary had not the selec-
tion of quarters been made a second con-
sideration.
That the administration of the depart-

ment of sanitation was judicious and
thorouglOn its ;•esults is apparent in the
large decrease of the death rate.
In withdrawing from Cuba we left a

treasury balance of $635 000, and bal-
ances in the hands of collectors and dis-
bursing officers aggregating $1 200,000.

A flood CItIsen Pa.... On. •

Judge Daniel A. Meagher, a pioneer of
Fergus county died at Lewistown last
Wednesday, after a protracted illness.
Judge Meagher was 65 years of age at
the time of his demise. He served sev-
eral terms as a county official and since
the formation of the county had been
prominent in local politics. When the
county was formed he was appointed to
the office of probate judge, which he held
for two terms. From 1889 to 1894 he
was clerk of the district court, and also
served one term as county treasurer.
The deceased Was n Mason and a

Knight of Pythias. Funeral services-
were held Friday. Judge Meagher was
a man possessing a high sen-fte of honor.
Socially he was genial, end in public life
he was always faithful to his trust.

I Am Now Ready for Business

Every Person in Kendall and Vicinity Is Invited to Call and

CiET MY PRICES

Staple and Fancy Groceries,
Dry Goods,

Notions,
Gents' Furnishings, Etc.

s,

Everything New and Up-to-Date
All Goods at Lewistown Prices

T. R. MATLOCK
KENDALL. MONT.

Stephens' Hotel
KENDALL

Pioneer Hotel of the North Moccasin Minding District.

FIRST CL.IISS 4CCOMMOD./IT1ONS.

T4BLE SUPPLIED WITH THE
BEST IN THE .31.4REET

FRED. L. STEPLENS, Proprietor.

The American House
Frank Lamb, Proprietor.

Lewistown, Mont.

Efficient Table Service and Large, Commodious
Rooms 4

Rates $2.00 per day. Special rates to regular boarders.

MATT REGAN
Manufacturer and Dealer In

Harness and Saddles
411 Hand Made Good8.

Repairing Promptly Done

Porter's Humane Bridle
Matt Regan, Sole ./Igent for Fergus County

Subscribe for the Kendall Chronicle
TWO DOLLARS A YEAR
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