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TAX COLLECTION CASE
Right of Assessors to Collect Taxes on

Personal Property Que4tImed.

There was an argument n the su-
preme court a few days ago on a case
(.hat is watched with much interest
by the insurance companies doing
business in Montana, as well as by
county officials, as it involves the
question whetner the county assessor
of a county has the right to collect
property tax, as it the custom at
present.
The case in which the point is in-

volved is that of the Mutual rife In-
surance company of New 'York,
against Charles rt. Martien, as asses-
sor of the county of Lewis and Clarke
which went up from Judge Smith's
department of the district court last
summer.

bection five, article 16, of the con-
stitution, in enumerating the officers
to be chosen in a county provides that
there shall be one treasurer, who
shall be the collector of taxes for the
county. There is a provision of the
statute which makes the assessor the
collector of taxes on personal prop-
erty where the person owning this
property has no real estate. Where
their is real estate, the personal prop-
erty tax is a lien on .s.
The insurance company in the case

now before the court, having no real
estate, refused to make payment of
its personal tax to tire assessor, and
that official threatened to levy on the
°Ace fixtures. ihe company went
into court, seeking to enjoin the as-
sessor from making tee collection,
and Judge Smith grantee the injunc-
tion, sustaining the contenuon of
company's counsel, Toole & Bach,
that the act authorizing the assessor
to collect personal taxes was uncon-
stitutional.

Attorney General James Donovan.
who represented the assefor ,xas
"simp.y aiding the treasurer in collect-
ing taxes and that by giving the as-
sessor that authority the statute did
not abridge in any way the authority
of treasurer to collect 'taxes; but
that, the assessor, knowing the value
of the personal property, and while
making the assessment, would be
better able to collect the tax, as the
assessment list was not made up and
turned over to the treasurer until
July; if there were no provision for
the collection of the tax by the as-
rumor, much per/minil property might
escape taxation by being removed
from the state between the date of
the visit of the assessor and the time
of delivering the list to the treasurer.

Indirectly there figures in this case
the question of the validity of the
law taxing excess ,premiums of the
insurance companies.

A THUNDER MOUNTAIN STORY,

A Basin, Montana, Man Tells What He
Saw lit the District that Won't Boom

Charles M. Hewitt, a resident of
Basin, Mont., and who has recently
returned form the Thunder mountain
mining district, makes the following
statement regarding the prevaling
conditions of the district:
'The snow on the trail to the

Thunder mountain is from five to
ten feet alt the way in, and over the
Boise route there have been numer-
ous accidents. One prospector tried
to reach the camp by that route and
lost his pack train of twenty horses
and about $2,000 worth of provisions,
and a packer by the name of Diamond
lost twenty out of a train of thirty
mules.

"There are probably about„.150 me
in Roosevelt City now, who are work-
ing in the different mines and will

stay there during the winter. Ther
are three towns in the camp, two of
which are practically deserted, but
the other seems to be prosperous a
doing well."

In speakig of the district itself Mr.
Hewett said a strike had recently
been made on the Fairview, the own-
ers of this property having abou-
forty feet of ore that will run from
$10 to $100 per ton, according to
reports. The ore Is mostly free mil-
ling and is easily worked.
A rich strike has recently been

made on Dynamite creek, which is
about eight miles east of Rooselvelt.
The owners of a claim in this dis-
trict have bodies of ore which run as
high as $665 to the ton. Other equal-
ly rich strikes are also reported on
Smith and Big creek.
On the Dewey property the ten-

stamp mill is working steadily and
employing thirty men. The outlook
for the mine is bright. The Sunny-
side mine has a large body of free
Milling ore. Several small proper-
ties are working, and the properties
around Roosevelt are doing well.
The mail service is very poor,

though the residents are supposed to
have a tii-weekly service, but often
have to wait as long as two weeks at
times. In spite of the difficulties of
traveling the camp is well supplied
with provisions and rapidly coming
up to the xpectations of the miners.

It is unnecesary for the prospec-
tors to pack in fresh meat, as the
game in the district is plentiful.
Shortly before Mr. Hewett came out
his partner, after two days' hunting
returned with twenty deer, sufficient
to last him until Mr. Hewett's return
In the spring.
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