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As to Public Roads.

There is a good deal of talk just now

about roads, road laws and the making

of roads. The discussion is mainly in

the legislative halls at Helena. There

are no public roads in Montana, never

have been and are not likely to be for

long years to come. Of course, large

sums of money will be squandered each

year by road commissioners; but the

"roads" will remain much as they are

now, and as they have been. It is the

custom during die summer or

tall months to throw drytlirt into what

is designated as a road-bed, level it up,

make it look attractive, and call the

job completed. The next thing is to

draw down the pay for the labor, sup-

plies, etc. When the wet season comes

on the "road" is transformed into a

quagmire. No heavy loads can be

hauled over it with any degree of econ-

omy as to time or propelling power.

The following year the same program

of "improvement" is carried out, and

so on to the end of the long, dreary

chapter. What is the result? Vast

sums of money expended for roads, and

yet no roads worthy of the name.

Road building is a plain business

proposition; but as a rule astern com-

munities are not trained to the true

system of highway construction • and

maintenance, so there is not much use

in attempting to introduce scientific and

economic methods along that line—

not just yet a while. The old method

must prevail a few years longer.

Clerks, and Again Clerks.

A resolution was introduced in the

Montana legislature last week calling

for an investigation as to the number

of clerks employed by that body. It

was reported there were forty-one clerks,

each drawing $s per day. It will not

be surprising if an inquiry ,,%ould de-

velop such a state of facts. Legisla-

tures are nearly all alike when it comes

to clerk hire. Every man elected must

have the services of a clerk or two, no

matter whether he needs such help or

not. Ile thinks his official dignity can

not be fully sustained without a clerk

at his elbow. Many a legislestr has

insisted upon having a clerk, who, at

home, was content to wash his own

dishes and darn his own socks.

Over in Washington, the other day,

some one counted noses, and found

there were more supernumeraries about

the state house than there were sena-

tors and representatives. There were

door keepers enough on hand to attend

_ not only all the doors in ilme building,

but all the windOws as well. There

• were clerks, and janitors, and sergeants-_
at-arms till further orders; and pages

enough to make a book.

It may be the present session of the

Montana legislature ischaracterized by
economy, but if that should prove to

be the case, the record has been broken.

The fact is, the people have become so

accustomed to the extravagances of
their legislative bodies that they no
longer comment on the matter. They
take it as a matter of course, and thank

Providence things are no worse.

England's Greed.

Herbert W. Bowen, Venezuela's rep-

resentative_in the negotiations at Wash-

ington for the settlement of claims

against that country, has sent, through

the British Embassador at Washington,

what amounts to an ultimatum to the
allied powers of Great Britain, Ger-

many and Italy regarding their insist:

ence for preferential treatment in the

settlement of their claims against Ven-

ezuela This note was in reply to the

proposition submitted at a joint con-

ference of the negotiators by the

British ambassador, that the allied

powers be allowed two-thirds of the 30

per cent of the custom receipts of the

ports of La Guayra and Porto Cabello,
and that the United States and other

claimant nations content themselves

with one-third of this percentage. In

the note received bf the British am-

bassador from Mr. Bowen the latter re-

fused point blank the proposition for

20 and to ,per cent division, on the

ground that to recognize the prin.:iple

it embodies would be absolutely offen-

sive to modern civilization.

. The cheek of Great Britain is ap-

palling. Nothing can equal it, and it

is a pleasure to note that little Vene-

zuela has refused the proposition pro-

posed. Of course England and the

other creditors should be paid; but

each nation interested should be made

to take its proper place in the plan of

settlement.

England is always out with the big

mit, and Ishile it often gets what it

jumps after, it is consoling to reflect

that occasionally it meets with a de-

served rebuff. Where would all these

little South American and Central

American powers be if it were not for

the United States? It would not take

long for the big, greedy wolves of Eu-

rope to gobble them up.

Prayer More Important than Dough.

In olden times it was often the prac-

tice to resort more to muscular action

than to mental reasoning when ittame

to religious matters. In those days if

the weak did not fully coincide with

the strong there was likely to be dire

punishment inflicted. People were

very intollerant, and force was the

strongest argument at hand. While

the spirit of the present age does not

favor brute strength in the matter of

making converts to this, that or the

other religion, still occasionally one

hears of the revival of the ancient cus-

tom. A dispatch from Kokomo, Ind.,

illustrates the case exactly. Mrs. John

Newdick appeared in the police court

%%Ulm two black eyes, and swore out a

warrant for arrest of her pious husband

for thrashing her for failure to join him

Mrs. Ne*flick said She

heard the call to prayer; but had her

hands in the dough and could not im-

immediately respond. Newdick broke

off his prayer and gave her a sample of

muscular religion that closed her eyes.

It is quite evident that if the saintly

Newdick had lived at the time of the

Spanish inquisition he would have

played an important part in the relig-

ious activities of the day. What is it

to a man like Newdick if the dough

does not reach the oven at the proper

time; what is it to him if the wife is

busy at the moment when morning

prayers are in order. She must be on

hand and assist in transmitting an im-

portant message to Him who notes

even the fall of a sparrow, and who has

both ears open when Newdick, of Ko-

komo, has something to say.

Those Allied Powers are not such a

strong bunch as they fancy themselves

to be.

General Miles may not be able to

cut much of a political swath in this

country, but as a spectacular figure at a

drawing room affair he takes front

rank.

Louis Bontillianskjold has been ar-

rested at Missoula for jumping a board

bill of $13 at StevensvOle. A board-

ing house keeper who would entertain

a man with such a name should lose

$1 3.

Those who have:no money with

which to travel on railroads these days

can take comfort in the fact that they

escape the "rear end" and the "head

on" episodes that are occurring with

such painful frequency.

Up to this writing it has been clear-

ly determined, by the evidence taken,

that Judge Harney is a past grand mas-

ter in the art of getting drunk. Can't

some one be found who is willing to

swear the Judge occasionally drew a

sober breath, if not an honest one,

while on the bench?
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