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How Tommy Cruse Discovered the

Drumlummon Mine.

duce Drumlummon ore ender Mayer's
personal management. It paid big from
the start. Cruse bought Mayer 'a inter-
est in the plant and enlarged it.
During these times scheming brains

were actively engaged in devising ways
and means to place this wonderfully
rich Drumlummon before the then all-
powerful money center of the world—
London.

The Strenuous Life and What it Days and weeka were consumed in die-

Yielded — Finding a Buyer.

Millions in Dividends.

For many years nearly every resident
of the great northwest, together with
those of the money centers of the com-
mercial world, have been familiar with
the name of the once colossal and fabu-
lously rich gold mine known as the
Drumlummon. It was a remarkable
property, and was fashioned by natnre
upon an heroic scale. The magnificent
mine was not the creation of an accident;
it was rather an expression of an expe-
rience gained by many years of hardship
while-prospecting the canyons and the
mountains.
To Thomas Cruse the world owes the

discovery, location and development of
the once marvelously rich Drundum-
mon mine, and this is the way it was
found: During the middle seventies
Mr. Cruse—"old Tommy Cruse" he was
then called—placer mined in the vicinity
of Silver City. ‘Vhile thus working
Cruse picked up pieces of very rich
quartz rock which led him to believe
that a quartz mine existed somewhere
near the creek in the mountain above.
Acting upon this belief he protected the
creek at different points. He continued
the chase for float rock until he struck
the rich apex of the mine, several hun-
dred feet above the stream. There he
set his stakes and made the location of
the great Drumlummon mine.
The Drumlummon was a pretty tough

mining proposition for the old prospec-
tor to handle at first. A cabin was to he
built, provisions were to be obtained, an
arastra hail to be constructed, a ditch
was to he dug and a water u heel was to
be put in operation to run the arastra.
All this had to be done single-handed
and alone, before a dollar could be real-
ized. Cruse had a few dollars only, in
gold dust, a few cooking utensils, and a
pair of blankets or two; but he had two
strong arms and a stout heart.
Tommy Cruse built his cabin and the

arastra, got the plant_ in ruenieg order
and started his tunnel in the spring of
1878. Thomas Cruse accomplished his
long battled-for purpose. The story of
the Drumlummon mine is the history of
Thomas Cruse during tlgt __latter seven-
ties and early eighties. He was up in
the morning with the sun. He attended
to his ditch, and saw to it that his aras-
tra wits running smoothly. lie went up
to the apex of his mine at the top of the
hill, loaded his big rawhide with the
choicest of ore and then dragged the
load by the tail of the hide down the
beaten trail to the arastra, where lie un-
loaded it for the day's grinding. This
was repeated once or twice, and his
"mill" was kept running the twenty-four
hours. During the rest of the day Cruse
drove his tunnel in the side of the hill to
the mine.
At last the vein wag struck. No one

but Cruse knew that the ore body of the
Drumlummon measured eighty-two feet
between its flanging and foot wall, and
that it sampled, the full width of the
lead, $40 per ton. This fact was not
known to the most interested until sev-
eral weeks after the marvelous ore body
was opened up, All that Cruse could
say about the property was:
"Yes, I've struck it, and I guess its

pretty rich." it had to go at that.
Through some agreement made with
Billy Mayer, a near neighbor of Crane,
the former built a ten-stamp mill to re-

cussing the matter with this result:
Cruse agreed to sell the property for it
certain sum, and that Colonel %Void, A.
H. Mallory, Jeff Lowry, Hugh McQuaid
and harry Bratnober should arrange all
the preliminaries and consummate the
sale. It was known to these parties that
the Drumlummou inine was a magnifi-
cent free-milling gold propo,it ion ; that
the mine held eighty-two feet of solid
ore in place between walls and that it
sampled along its entire width $40 per
ton. Measuring the shafts already sunk
and the several levels run upon; the
property, and knowing the assay value
of the ore, it could be easily demonatrat-
ed that the mine had several million dol-
lars in sight.

Before the promoters:of the deal Start-
ed for London it was deemed best to
represent the Drunitummon mine at
about half its magnitude, Colonel Word
and some of the others interested taking
the ground that the presentation of the
property as it really was would excite
the suspicion of the London capitalists
that the mine was a fake and scare them
off. 'flue proposition which really caught
the eye of the London syndicate and
which finally led the purchasers to take
hold of the Drumlummon was this: Mr.
Mallory was instructed to offer the prop-
erty at a certain figure under these con-
ditions. 'flue London syndicate was to
select an expert and an assayer from
its owim employes and friends, who
should go to Montana anti inspect the
mine, assay the ore and report their
findings to the London parties in a cer-
tain length ol Hine. On the other hand
the Helena promoters of the sale agreed
to pay the expert and assayer a certain
agreed upon salary and all their expen-
ses from the day they left London for
Montana until they returned to Eng-
land and their report be made. It was
further agreed that if the Drumlummon
mine was as rich and extensive as Mr.
Mallory represented it to he, that the
London syndicate should pay to Thomas
Cruse the amount agreed upon and the
property should pass to the London pur-
chasers. It was also understood that
Word, Mallory & Co. eitetild be reim-
bursed for their outlay for the expert
and assayer, all of which agreements
were religiously adhered to by both par-
ties concerned in the sale.
When the money was paid over Cruse

received a million in cash and a big lot
of shares, and the promoters got paid
handsomely.
But the Drumlummon has passed

away. Its bottom has dropped out. Af-
ter paying nearly $14,000,000 in divi-
dends the mine is now virtually aban-
doned. But the white-headed old pros-
pector who developed the property is
still alive.
A good story is told of the old gentle-

man, of how he donned his mining
clothes and visited a Connecticut sister.
whom he had not seen for ever a third
of a century. A week or two were passed
with her in recounting old stories and
recalling old scenes anil old places, when
the good sister gently reminded her
brother that while ehe and her husband
were delighted to have Tommy with
them, they were hard working people
and had many mouths to feed. In view
of this fact the Pieter suggested to her
brother that he should now look for a
job. This Tommy promised to do, and,
yielding to his sister's persuasion to re-
turn soon and always make his home
with them, Tommy left. But he soon
returned minus his miner's outfit, but
costumed in rich and fashionable cloth-
ing. Tommy explained. It was now
the sister's turn to be surprised, and she
was noon made supremely happy by a
deed to the house and lot she occupied.
It was Tommy's Montana way of treat-
ing those be loved.
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