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BUTTE'S POLICE
IN FRONT RANK

DEPARTMENT RATES WELL UP

AMONG BEST IN WHOLE
COUNTRY

Installation of Short Wave Radio,

Fingerprint and Photographic De-

partments Enables Officials to Keep

Operations of Criminals in Check.

Hand in hand with the advance-
ment of any community marches
the development,of its police meth-
ods and equipment. Constant work
on the part of Butte's police offi-
cers and executives has enabled

force to keep in the front rank
of law enforcement organizations
throughout the country. Keeping
watch over a struggling mining
city and its often boisterous citi-
zens is not a haphazard job—a
situation Butte realized years ago, with
the result that today the Butte city
hall houses one of the most up-to-date
law enforcing agencies in the north-
west.
At the time, of its inception, Butte's

shortwave, two-way radio communica-
tion system sometimes was considered
a useless expense. That was in March,
1938. before it had proved its ines-
timable worth in crime prevention and
detection.
Daily since that time the 50_watt

station has aided in stopping a crime
or trapping the offender much more
rapidly than was possible before it was
Installed. Numerous instances have
been cited in which Mining city resi-
dents have called the police depart-
ment to report breakins being attempt-
ed in the neighborhood. Patrol cars
were dispatched and the burglars
caught almost immediately.

Aids Fast Work
Quick action on the part of the po-

lice, with the aid of radio equipment,
recently made possible the capture of
James Frederick Early and William
Eoff, who later confessed robbing
Harold (Bud) Snow, Butte service sta-
tion attendant. The arrest was made
37 minutes after Night Chief Jack
Duggan learned of the crime. Without
shortwave radio police possibly would
not have been able to apprehend the
pair, who announced their intention
of abandoning the getaway car and
"hopping a freight train" near Deer
Lodge, where Sheriff Fred Valiton
captured them after receiving a de-
scription of the auto from a Butte
police broadcast.
Nearly all officers have qualified for

their radio operators' licenses. In
charge of radio equipment for the
Butte force is William Whipple, for
a number of years connected with air-
plane lines as a radio operator before
joining the police ranks more than a
year ago in Butte. Whipple has re-
ceived postal cards from as far east
as Baltimore, Md. telling of hearing
Butte police broadcasts with remark-
able clarity. The effective range of
the set is about 20 miles, it is said.

Fingerprint Department
Also responsible for many important

arrests is the police fingerprint de-
partment, under the direction of James
E. Mooney. Prisoners often charged
with petty offenses have been found,
after a fingerprint examination, to be
wanted in other states for major
crimes. Records of many thousands of
criminals are kept in Washington,
D. C., by the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation. Prints of Butte city prisoners
are checked with the Washington files
to learn their complete criminal record.

Another step was taken by Butte
police when the department recently
installed photography equipment, corn
plete with developing tanks and a dark
room. The camera and reflectors were
erected for the purpose of "mugging"
questionable prisoners, who may have
been involved in other crimes or who
may be habitual offenders. At present
the only photographic record of prison-
ers is sent from nearby state peniten-
tiaries, including Montana's, and from
Washington, D. C. Police feel that
these pictures are inadequate in view of
the number of criminals who are never
"mugged."

Files Are Kept
Files of prisoners pictures together

with their fingerprint records and all
other available information concern-
ing the type of crime in which they
specialize, are filed under the offender s
name. Keeping these records is fa-
cilitated by enclosing all material in
a "pocket" on the name card. Hence
all records can be taken from the fil-
ing cabinets at once, without necessi-
tating a search through other files.
Mooney also is in charge of this work.

Chief of Police William H. Breen
has installed Butte's latest labor-
saving crime prevention device—an '
adaptation of the chain-letter fad with
the use of telephones instead of mes-
sages.
The setup, involving about 432 busi-

ness houses within the city, is aimed
at preventing the spread of bogus
check artists and other fraudulent en-
terprizes which attempt to "gyp" busi-
ness men and women.s,Fourteen key
establishments are designated. These
business men are requested to call
police if a check artist tries to "work"
any one of them.

Officers Get Busy
Officers get busy on a dual telephone
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Pioneer Who Medi Outlaw
At Lewistown, 1884, Dies

John M. Doney, 80, pioneer of
Montana and Dakota territories,
died recently at his home on the
Fort Belknap Indian reservation
after an illness of five months.
Funeral services were held at St.
Paul's mission. Doney it was who

system, notifying other key members
that the fraudulent check man is in
the city. Each key member in turn
calls five business houses on his list,
and the operation is repeated until all
establishments are warned.
A graph outlining the system has

been drawn to speed the calls, which
Breen says, take about five minutes.
A copy of the graph will be sent to
the Northwest police school in Chicago
so that other cities may have the ad-
vantage of its simple, quick service.
Criminologists said that the "Breen
system has all the characteristics of
an important invention for crime pre-
vention.

killed the outlaw "Rattlesnake
Jake" Fallon in Lewistown July
4, 1884. Born in Dakota territory
in the trading village of St. Joe in
1858, Doney spent his life in Da-
kota and Montana. His father was a
French trader and his mother a
Scotch and Crow Indian woman. He
attended school for siX months at St.
Joe and learned to read. He spoke
French, English and four Indian lan-
guages.

He moved to Totten with his family
at the age of 9. When he was 10 he
had charge of the care of dog teams
used to carry mail. The dogs were
used for two or three months a year
In the winter and then sent to Totten,
where young Doney took care of them.
From Totten he went to Fort Stev-

enson, where his brother-in-law,
George Brown, held the mall contracts
between the fort and Totten.
One day he left the fort to hunt

, chickens and caught the scent of In-
dian perfume, which was made from

beaver cast and sweet grass. Since In-
dians were not supposed to be in that
territory, he went back to the fort.
Meeting six soldiers leaving the fort
to hunt, he told them of the perfume.
They ridiculed him since they had
never heard of Indian perfume. The
next day their bodies were found
where the Indians had ambushed them.

Rode in Famous Race
As a young boy he rale one of the

most talked of horse races in the area
between Fort Buford and Fort Mc-
Keen on the Missouri river. He rode
a horse for the major in charge of
Fort Stevenson against a horse owned
by a man named Brown. Brown's horse,
a buckskin, had won most of the rac-
ing money in the country and was
considered the favorite. Hundreds of
trappers, Indians and settlers lined the
course. By winning the race, Done),
earned e.50.
One of his favorite sports was buf-

falo hunting. Each year he made the
trip to the buffalo country in western
Dakota' and eastern Montana with a
company equipped with Red river
carts, drying poles, lodge poles, camp
outfits and all available horses. Often
there were 200 lodges and over 1,000
persons in the camps.
At the age of 16 he was a mule

skinner on the international boundary
survey in 1874. The fall of that year
he went to Wolf Point, where the
agency for the Assinniboine Indians
was being built. The next four years
were spent trapping and hunting on
Milk and Marias rivers. When Sitting
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Montana Child Musici 41, 5,
Wins Prise in Concerts
Hailed by musicians and orches-

tra leaders as the most outstanding
child violinist discovered in the past
23 years, Billy Steck, 5-year_old
violinist and the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Verne Steck of Kalispell, has
returned from a successful tour of
coast cities.
Leaving Montana in June with

his parents to play In the Junior
Musicians of America concert June
25 at the Golden Gate exposition in
San Francisco, Billy first played in
Seattle with the Seattle Baby sym-
phony orchestra, where he was In-
vited to play with that group at
the fair and was presenter' with a
crimson and white uniform for the
occasion.
While in Seattle, Billy and his

mother both became seriously 11I
with ptomaine poisoning, and after
receiving hospital care for several
days, proceeded to San Francisco
with only 11 flays left for Billy to
memorize the musical score he was
to play with the Seattle orchestra,

At the Junior Musicians concert,
composed of 5,000 child musicians
from 17 states and 3 Canadian prov-
inces, Billy played three numbers
in the mass concert, two numbers.
with the Seattle Baby symphony
group, and two solos with the all-
state specialty concert. In addition,
he gave solo numbers over the fair
radio broadcasting system and was
featured In three newsreels.
He also played over KMPC, radio

station of the stars in Beverly Hills,
Calif., and was presented with the
electrical transcription of his per-
formance.
On the way home while visiting

relatives in Powell, Wyo., Billy gave
a recital in the Presbyterian church,
whichwas largely> attended, an
he also played again at Old Faithful
Inn in Yellowstone park.

Billy Steck received high praise
for his unusual musical ability from
teachers and orchestra leaders
wherever heard.

FLATHEAD WEED
CONTROL PROGRAM
VIGOROUS CAMPAIGN WAGED FOR

TWO YEARS BRINGS EXCEL-

LENT RESULTS

County Commissioners, Farmers, Ex-

tension Service and AAA Co-oper-

ate in Effort Which Promises to Solve

Problem Vexing Agriculturists.

Through the united co-opera-
tion of the county commissioners,
farmers, the AAA, and the county
extension agent, a vigorous weed
control campaign being waged in
Flathead county is bringing excel-
lent results and holds promise of
solving the county's most serious
agricultural problem says Ralph

Bull and his band of 3,000 Indians
came through Juneau's trading post
on Milk river, Doney was there.
In 1877 he enlisted in the militia at

Fort Benton during. the Indian scare.
In 1879 he crossed the Missouri at
Fort Benton and went to the Judith
basin country. He helped build Fort
Maginnis in 1881, and carried mail
from Rocky Point to the fort for eight
years.

Kills "Rattlesnake Jake"
During the third Fourth of July

celebration at Lewistown, Doney killed
Rattlesnake Jake, who, with his part-
ner, Owen, was shooting up the town.
Compelling the townspeople to roll
on the ground like dogs, and shouting,
Jake and Owen came to Doney and
ordered him to do the same. His re-
fusal culminated in the outlaw's death.
Since few people wore guns during

the celebration and the hardware store
refused to sell Doney one, he grabbed
a gun from a bystander. He had one
more chance to roll or be shot. He
shot Jake in the cheek. Jake fell to
the sidewalk, grabbed his gun again
and started to shoot. Each man shot
four times and Jake was dead when
the fourth shot struck him. Owen tried
to kill Doney but was shot by another
man.
During the gold rush in the Little

Rockies, Doney sold blacktail deer by
the wagonload to McNaught, who, in
turn sold them to the prospectors. He
knew Pike Landusky and the Curry
boys. He Worked with Hank and Kid
Curry for Ritchie during the winter
of 1886-1887.
For many years he lived near Lan-

dusky. Survivors include a daughter,
Sarah; six sons, John, Jim, Joe, Dave
and Max of Hays, and Frank of Jar-
dine, and a sister, Mrs. Roberts of
Whitefish.

D. Mercer agronomist for the
Montana extension service. In op-
eration for two years the Flathead
county weed control efforts are a splen-
did illustration of the conservation
part of the AAA program being used
Intelligently with permanent benefits
the goal, Mercer says. He describes the
team work of the various agencies en-
gaged in the campaign as "just about
perfect."

MAP SURE-FIRE PROGRAM
In explaining the operation of the

campaign, Mercer points out that mem-
bers of the community agricultural
conservation committees, following out
the plan of the agricultural planning
committee, pave worked out a sure-
fire program. The community chair-
man of every district in the county,
with the assistance of other members
of the committee, maps out the weed
Infested area and recommends the
best and cheapest control methods,
This work is done before June 1.
The control methods recommended

are those suggested by the county
agent. He is advocating tillage, chiefly
summer fallow because it is the cheap-
est means. In cases where tillage can-
not be used successfully, other means
are suggested, including chemical
control.

Committees On Guard
Members of the community commit-

tees keep close watch of every weed
patch all summer. The patches are
inspected two and even three times if
necessary to see that the job is being
done properly. If the control work is
done properly, the committee certifies
it and then the farmer can collect
from the AAA to lessen the cost.

Control work was started in 1938 and
planned on a long-time basis, Mercer
said. Every farmer concerned was con-
vinced that weeds could not be con-
trolled in one year. Taking part in
the campaign are 350 farmers who are
following the committee's recommen-
dations to the letter. County commis-
sioners have invoked the weed law and
as a result of these combined efforts
the weeds, which have been a scourge
for years, are rapidly disappearing.

"El" is the definite article for all
genders and numbers in Arabic.
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