
An Easter 1
SERMON 1:t
TEXT: And they found the slum' i
rolled away from the sepulchre. ;
Gosphel of St. Luke, 2.1.2. t
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I
1' IS emininently meet and fitting that the
day, commemorative of the resurrection,
should come in the springtime of the year.
It is in accordance with our state of mind,

in harmony with nature. The depressing
gloom of winter days is losing the potency of
its influence and the spirit of mankind is ris-
ing to the crest of a new wave of hope. The
Eastertide is the time of new hope and new
faith. The commemoration of the resur-
rection of Christ is not only a celebration of
a victory by the Redeemer over death; it is
the celebration of the rejuvenation of hope
that was realized; of faith that was not mis-
placed or betrayed.
The day when the followers of Christ saw

Him dying a nignominious death was indeed
a dark one. Apparently helpless, He, whom
they had looked upon as divinely appointed
to shatter their fetters and regain for them
the supremacy among the nations that they
looked forward to, was dying the torturing
death of the commonest criminal. The fu-
ture was dark. Their prophets had erred.
In common with the instincts of mankind
they could see nothing but the woe of convic-
tion shattered. In that bitter hour the child-
ren of Israel could not realize that the epoch-
al time of the fulfillment of their racial ambi-
tions was nearest at hand, the hour that was
to forever set them apart on a pedestal of
glory because the race had given birth to the
founder of a doctrine so superlatively great
and beautiful that only by the passage of
centuries could a perspective, making possi-
ble a realization of its perfection, be attained.
And of all of Israel, only He who suffered
on the cross, a sacrifice of the God within
Him, for the doctrine of love supreme which
He represented, understood.
Of all the followers of Christ during His

sojourn upon the earth, only a chosen few—
the disciples—seemed to have any concep-
tion approximating correctness of the vital
elements of His propaganda. The others led
to Him by curiosity in many instances, in
most others by some form or another of self-
seeking, became attracted to Him by the
force of His personality or by the novelty of
His theories and the beauty of His perfect
life, :aid followed Him. In doing this, they
gradually and unconsciously absorbed the
spirit of His doctrine and there was born
within them an understanding, dim but ef-
fective of what His life exemplified and the
supreme idea of His life was spread by the
result. But within the minds of the greater
number of the Jews, there lurked the hope,
perhaps, that this lowly Nazarene was mere-
ly working to establish His leadership and to
gain His following, and the skeptics watched
Him closely hoping and longing for the time
when He should see fit to drop His mantle of
charity and love and sympathy and assume
the position of militant leader. This hope
persisted in the minds of many of them even
up to the time when, with a prayer for the
forgiveness of His Father for the uncom-
prehending minds of His people, the head of
their divinely great son sank in death. And
then there remained nothing but chaos of
deferred hope, belief shattered and faith de-
stroyed. The stone closing the sepulchre of
all their racial ambitions had been rolled in-
to plaCe and within was buried all that made
life worthy to be lived.
To 'make any new move possible, there

must be those who are willing to believe that
the seemingly impossible may be pos-
sible. There must be those that
have the unalterable faith in the justness of
their own belief and who will cling to that
faith through the stress of all things. There
were such among the followers of Christ.
Though their minds were perhaps only able
to grasp the material evidences of the cruci-
fixion, the deeper significance of the sacrifice
escaping them entirely, they clung to the
frail spar of their faith with all the strength
of their souls. Their prophets could not have
been entirely mistaken of that they felt sure.
So while they wept the torturing tears of
grief over the physical death of the man
whom they had followed, there was within
them a conviction that upheld them. There
was a penetrating ray of light in the gloom
ahead. There was the hope that they were
not forgotten.

The Sabbath, which must ever remain
marked as the day of greatest dramatic sig-
nificance of any Sabbath came and the wom-
en of the town went to the sepulchre to do
honor to the body of the man who had suffer-
ed. And they "found the stone rolled away
from the sepulchre." They found that their
faith had not been misplaced. They found
that their Master was greater than Death.
Their ministrations were not needed for the
dead. Their services were required as mes-
sengers of life. And these loyal hearts, near-
ly bursted with the joy of the message. So
firmly convinced were they that they even
made the scoffers believe. Again the light
had risen in Israel, the light that has held the
fullest message of hope to the weary and dis-
tressed from that time to this and become
the most potent force in the universe.
And on Easter morn, let us all remember

the message of the Easter tide. It is one of
infinite hope and comfort. Have the days
been overcast with ominous clouds portend-
ing sorrow and trouble, remember that there
is peace and happiness ahead. If friends
have deserted you and betrayed you, remem-
ber that He whose name is the greatest of all
names in the world was Himself betrayed by
a friend and that the betrayal was a contri-
butory element to the consummation of His
greatness. If the struggle to do right seems
unavailing, remember the man who changed
the trend of thought of all the world by the
inflexible pursuit of and conquest of all evil.

Rightly has He been named the Prince of
Peace. It is a name which fits Him well.
And the thought comes to us on this anniver-
sary of the day of his great conquest of man's
greatest enemy, that every victory gained by
Him against the forces that assailed Him and
His efforts, was gained by means of living,
loving and exemplyfying and preaching
Peace. Let it be a natal day of Peace toward
mankind in the hearts of all. Sweep clean
the murky corners of your soul of the cob-
webs of distrust of you fellow men that warps
your outlook on life and let Peace possess
you.
There is rejuvenation in the air. The

forces of Nature which have lain dormant
through the long winter are bestirring them-
selves and the rustling of their power moves
the spirit of man to respond and sing a paean
of the joy of being. "The stone is rolled
away" and the sunshine of life has invaded
the musty corners of the sepulchre and
brought a message of life, love, hope and
comfort. The regnant spirit has conquered
everything. Even death has fallen before its
dominating power, and the freeborn soul
faces the morrow with a new and steadfast
courage, a new and indomitable hope that a
perfect faith in the ultimate goodness of all
things has engendered.

CHRIST IS RISEN.

The Lord is risen! And heaven and earth
In lowly condescension bends.

The Lord is risen! In his new birth
The weary world to heaven ascends.

The Lord is risen! Blot from your heart
Old memories of sin and wrong.

The Lord is risen! Take now your part
In his eternal Easter song.

—Charles R. Burke.

TWO OF A KIND

There was an author who wrote an Easter
story. The story was accepted for publica-
tion by a magazine. Easter was approach-
ing, but not the check in payment for the
story. Finally the author wrote to the edi-
tor:
"Cant you hurry that check along in dine

for my wife's Easter hat?"
"I can't," replied the editor. "I also am a

married man."

INITIALS ON EASTER EGGS

It is very easy to apply initials and mono-
grams on Easter eggs by using a hard pen
dropped in aqua fortis just before they are
treated to their color bath. There are any
number of preparations to be bought at the
drug stores which make very pretty effects.

ESPECIALLY TO A CENTEX.] RIAN.

The custom in vogue among young people
and some also not so young of eating on Eas-
ter Sunday an egg for each year of their age
is often burdensome to the stomach and
\ vould be costly to the pocket this year.

Easter is at
hand, with its
new fashions for

spring and summer.
Sombre colors and heavy
weaves of winter must give
away to the novel colorings
and designs which wili
have full sway durinp:
the spring and summer.
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To The Women Who Seek
Clothes Satisfaction
Schrump's Store is the logical store

There never was a season when assortments equalled those we are showing nowYou will find here the picked fashions of the world's best creations in beautiful ap-parel with all their charm of novelty, individuality and exclusiveness. Every in-dividual preference and price requirement is met, within the above price range, withwide variety of style at each price.

Spring Suits, Coats and Dresses
Are numbered by the hundred in these spring displays—stocks are larger than atany previous time in accord with the rapid growth of our city and the increasing de-mand for correct apparel—at the same time, every style this season is entirelynew and different from those shown before, and those shown at Schrump's are so
distinctive and so exclusive that it is the height of folly to think of buying beforevisiting this store

See Our New
Spring Suits

Representing the very cream of the new

spring styles. Don't judge these clothes by

their prices—value counts—and you get

more genuine clothes value here than any-

where else. Are you from Missouri? We

are ready to show you the goods. There

are certain distinctive features about our

Clothes which make them stand out head•
and shoulders above most other makes; fea-

tures in linings, interlinings, the Shoulder

pads, designing and building, that stamp this

make as distinctively high grade. If you

are considering a new suit for Easter day,

you cannot do better than at least fit some

of this clothing on. You will be surprised

at the beauty, fit and attractiveness of it.

Hats, Shoes

and Furnishings

for Easter and

Spring Wear
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August Schrump
"The House of Quality"


