
FAMOUS BIRD WOMAN'S GRAVE
18 LOCATED NEAR FORT

WASHAKIE

Investigation by Department of In-
terior Settles Controversy Over the
Last Resting Place of Guide Who
Accompanied Lewis and Clark.

The final burial place of the
Bird Woman (Shoshone Indian
woman), known also AS "Siltajta-
wes" 'Mid famous as a guide of the
Lewis and Clark expedition in
1805, is located at Fort Washakie,
Wyo., according to the conclusions
of a special investigation just com-
pleted by the interior department
through the, bureau of Indian af-
fairs.
A controversy among American his-

torians as well as Indian tribes as to
whether the Bird Woman was actual-
ly buried in the grave at Fort Wash-
akie marked with a tablet in her
memory led tke bureau to conduct
ap exhaustive Inquiry lasting 'bout
three months. A report of the in-

, vestigation was received recently.
Died Among Own People.

It shows that after 60 years of
wandering away from the Shoshone
tribe during which she Married Char-
bonneau, a French Canadian voya-

SACAJAWEA, the Famous "Bird
Woman," Whose Grave has been Lo-
cated in Wyoming.

guer, and accompanied Lewis and
Clark on their exploration expedition
to the northwest, she returned to her
own people in Wyoming, and lived
there until she died in 1884. The in-
vestigation was conducted among the
three tribes including the Shoshones,
Comanches and Gros Ventres Indinas
It consisted of tracing the movements
of the Bird Woman and her husband,
Charbonneau, including their two
sons, Bazile and Baptiste, and their
grandchildren. These sons died in
1885 and 1886. Records were exam-
ined and interviews held through
special interpreters with aged Indians
of the Shoshone and Comanche tribes
to secure accurate data regarding the
renowned Indian woman's move-
ments during her later life.  
The report represents evidence that

the Bird Woman lived for 26 or 27
years after the Lewis and Clark expe-
dition among the Comanche Indians
marrying a man by the name of Jirk
Meat, who was killed in battle. Out
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A Western Aristocrat---How the Humanity of
Dr. John McLoughlin Helped Pioneer the West

By Martha Edgerton Phis:mann •

I
N ALL the early history of Mon-
tana, there is no more out-stand-
ing, remarkable and interesting

figure than Dr. John McLoughlin,
whose sway was absolute from Cali-
fornia to Alaska, and from the Pacif-
ic to the summit of the Rockies, in-
cluding the northwestern part of
what is now known as Montana. He
was a kindly despot, and but for his
tolerance and humanity the Ameri-
cans could not have settled Old Ore-
gon, nor would the country north of
the Columbia now a part of the Unit-
ed States have belonged to us.

It was this Hudson's Bay Chief
Factor, who, with the coming of the
settlers, fed the hungry and clothed
the naked. A Catholic, he aided the
Protestant missions. While a word
from him would have been sufficient
to have wiped out all of the
Yankee settlements, he used that
word for their protection by giving
the Indians to understand that he
would tolerate no ill treatment of the
"Bostons," as the Americans were
called by the natives.
Much has been written concerning

the life of this man, yet it is a story
that never grows wearisome, for each
narrator approaches it from a differ-
ent angle, and sees it in a new aspect.
His biography should be a household
tale to every man, woman and child
In this country, and especially in the
northwest land that he ruled so ben-
evolently.

Often Dr. McLoughlin was accused
of partiality to Americans, by his
company and others; to which he re-
plied that he was born but 30 miles
from the Maine line.
Some authorities claim that he was

Irish. If so, it was on his father's
side, his mother being the daughter
of Colonel Malcolm Fraser, with
whom John, and his brother, David
lived after the death of his father,
and until they went abroad to study
medicine. David became a physician
in the British service; but John de-
clined to follow his example, because
England was then at war with France
and this young Canadian openly ad-
mitted that he admired NaDel.e011
too much to fight him.

Born in 1874 in Canada, Dr. Mc-
Loughlin was always more Ameri-
can than British. His early environ-
ment made him a lover of freedom
and he had no trace of snobbishness.
It is told of him that when a young
man, he was walking with a lady in
a Quebec street when, in crossing a
plank laid over a muddy place, the
lady was pushed from it by an arro-
gant British officer. Young Mc-
Laughlin sent the man sprawling in
the mud hole, to the sad detriment of
his brilliant eniform. But this act
of speedy justice made the east an
unsafe abidint place, for the choleric
doctor, and lie went west, where his
Fraser connections helped him to a
position with the Northwest FUT
company, the company that enlisted
most of the ambitious young men,
because of its progressive policy.
When the union of the two com-

panies was being considered in Lon-
don, McLoughlin attracted attention
by his criticsm of Hudson's Bay me-
thods, and his revolutionary propos-
als. After citing what the North-
west company had accomplished, he
said:
"When the profits began to flow

in, the Hudson's Bay company began
to rub its sleepy eyes and claim the
fruits of our toil. They claimed our
trading fields and shot our traders.
To obstruct our work they threw the
Red River settlement across our
path, cutting communication with

of harmony with her huband's rela-
tives she disappeared taking a small
parfleche bag containing dried buf-
falo meat with her for food. After
this she was known among members
of that tribe as "Wadzewiper," the
lost woman. Nothing wee ever heard
of her after her disappearance until
the establishment of reservations by
the government when she was found
among the Shoshones.

Bird WaIlltall Was Modest.
One of the striking characteristics

of the Bird Woman, the report points
out, is that she was very modest and
never claimed any honors as being
the guide and interpreter of the Lew-
is and Clark expedition. One reason
for this is that an Indian woman will
always put her husband foremost.
She evidently assumed that the great

..-4(ities that she perforated * guld
ing the dauntless explorers across
the continent were the ordinary con-
sequences of the trio.
The early life of the 131rd- Woman

reveals the fact that she was captured
by the Hidatsa Indians at the age of
14 years and sold to Charbonneau,
who took her with him when he be-
came a guide to thobewis and Clark
expedition. Her husband overturn-
ed one of the boats of the explorers,
carrying valuable records, on • the
Missouri river. The Bird Woman
siesed them as they were floating
down the stream and thus preserved
them. She alma acted as interpreter
with many Indian tribes discovered
on the trip and secured ponies from
the Shoshone Indians so that the ex-
plorers could continue their journ-
ey over the Rocky mountains to the
Pacific coast. The leaders of the ex-
pedition highly praised her in their
records.
The investigation of the- bureau of

Indian affairs WAR conducted by
Charles A. Eastman, a full-blood and
educated Sioux Indian who is well ac-
queinted with the traditions of many
Indian tribes. • • • •
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DOCTOR JOHN McLOUGHLIN, who, in 1824, was sent to Ore-
gon to assume his duties as chief factor or manager of the Columbia
district for the Hudson's Bay Fur company. For twenty-two years,
like a monarch, he ruled the great game-preserve that lay within the
Columbia Basin. While Doctor McLoughlin governed his trapping
empire with a hand of iron, yet his fine qualities of head and heart,
his generosity, his humanity, and his great administrative ability,
have enshrined his memory in the affections of the people of the Pa-
cific Northwest. It is said of him by Grace Hebard that he "was a
just and generous man, who never took a petty advantage and never,
failed to relieve the necessities of the American emigrants who came
to his post at Fort Vancouver, destitute and miserable after their
miserable journey." Today he bears the loving title of "Father of
Oregon."

Montreal and blockading our sup-
plies. They prohibited their settlers
from selling provisions and tried to
starve us out. They used their mon-
ey to bribe our traders, and when
bribes would not suffice they shot
us in the forest. • • • • And now
you ask us to 'share equally' the
profits of the trade. I do not object
to the union—God knows I regret-
ted the war—but ought we to give
an equal share of those profits they
never raised t finger to obtain—nay,
did all they could to discourage and
destroy? • • • • It is not right, it is
not just, and in behalf of the North-
west company, I ask for better
terms."

These were unprecedented utter-
ances from an underling, and it cen-
tered attention on the speaker. But
shocked as were the Hudson's Bay
people, both they and the Nor'west-
ers had worse in store for them in
the further revolutionary demands
of this commanding figure who had
been bidden to their council. At
least a hundred years ago or over,
Dr. McLaughlin at this meeting con-
tinued his speech as follows:
"Gentlemen, it I contend for better

terms for ourselves, what shall I say
for our voyageurs, yours as well as
ours, who upon a pittance of seven-
teen pounds a year must man our
boats and pack our furs? Wading in
Icy waters, cordelling canoes in
rocky torrents, transforming them-
selves into beasts of burden at every
portage, working eighteen hours out
of the twentyfour, cutting off all re-
finements of social and civilized life,
condemned to exile and rapidly sink-
ing to the level of savagea----all this
that the inordinate profits of their
muscles and sinews may pour wealth
Into the coffers of this trade. Gen-
tlemen, let us consider the hardships

FATHER P. J. HE SMICT, who, be-
ing the founder of St. Mary's Mission
in wttitern Montana, and one of the
most valtoff-plo~ or tb ?V4al-W.4C
became n greet frievel of Dr. John
McLoughlin. Fattieti Deflinet made
frequent trips to both Fort Vancouv-
er and Fort. Colville whey. he
secured supplies of one, nd
was always generous treated 11). the

a welcome addition to their bill of
fare.

Dr. McLoughlin believed that veg-
etables could be raised at Vancouver,
and his Scotch gardener proved his
belief well founded. Grain and fruit
was also tried, and grew in abun-
dance. The result of the experiment
fed not alone the many employes of
the fort, but supplied outlying posts.

There followed a similar experi-
ment at Fort Colville, northeast of
Spokane, which was also successful.
Both British and Americans were ex-
tremely ignorant of this part of the
country, as is shown by the extract
from a letter of the missionary
Spaulding to Levi Chamberlain, in
which he says of the Spokane valley
and of Fort Colville, and in fact of
all the country north of the Colum-
bia, "It is probably not worth half
the money and time that will be
spent in talking about it." Yet, Fort
Colville's farms produced enough to
slimily many of the frontier posts,
even sending seed to distant St.
Mary's Mission in the Bitter Root
valley. Had Dr. McLoughlin not been
a man of 'vision, Father DeSmet
would have found it difficult to carry
out his plans in Montana for instruct-
ing the Flatheads in agriculture.

With increased productivity in
the Willamette valley, a new outlet
was needed for marketing its vege-
tables and grains. Where was it to
be sought? Right well Dr. McLough-
lin knew, and went to London to
tell. Up north in Alaska, the Rus-
sians were forced to bring all their
supplies all the way across Siberia,
and the intervening ocean. If they
could be brought to buy at Vancouv-
er, rubleS would accumulate in the
coffers of the company. Then en-
sued the cession to Great Britain of
a ten-mile strip, after considerable
altercation on the part of the respec-

- tive diplomats, and the real point
gained—Alaska henceforth purchas-
ed supplies at Fort Vancouver.

of our employes' lives and realize
that seventeen pounds a year is beg-
garly recompense for service such as
theirs."

These words of Dr. McLoughlin,
as given by Mrs. Dye, reveal the man
better than any mere description. A
short aiticie can give but a brief
glimpse of his life, but these quota-
tions from his speech before the Lon-
don council on that momentous oc-
casion, may serve to awaken the in-

When the American settlers were
near the end of their perilous journ-
ey to the mouth of the Columbia, and
although they Came as enemies. Dr.
McLaughlin, Good Samaritan that he
was, sent out companies to meet
them bearing both food and clothing
for those needy ones, and command-
ed the treacherous savages along the
way to let the "Bostons" pass unmo-
lested. In this way, Fort Vancouv-
er, under the benignant rule of Dr.
McLoughlin, made it possible for the
United States to acquire all that por-
tion of our country north of the Col-
umbia, that was once a part of Old
Oregon.

Dr. McLoughlin died a citizen of
the United States, and the victim of
the ingratitude of his native country,
and the land of his adoption. Demo-
cracies, like monarchs, often fail to
appreciate or reward services rend-
ered them. Tardy justice, it is true,
was finally accorded the grand old
man, but it came too late, at least
five years after his death. And it is
said, he died of a broken heart.

FORT VANCOUVER—It was Dr. McLoughlin who bunt this trading
post in 1824. The fort was erected about a mile back from the river, on
a high prairie. It had no blockhouses as the canoe Indians were friendly.

terest of today's reader, as it did yes- State College Undefeated.
terday's council in this free spirit who The halfway point in the debate
dared to say what he believed, nn-season Muds the Montana State col-
checked by any thought of how ad-lege debators with a record of four
versely such expression might affectvictories and no defeats.
his future.
And it did affect his future, and Today cancer is twice

our own in a manner that it was im-in women as in men.
possible to predict at the time when  
he spoke. His ability was recognized
by the company, which purposed to
utilize it for its own profit, but in so
remote a region that he would be in
effect banished.

Oregon was then more of an un-
known country than any portion. of
the globe today. But furs were
there, and they must be held for the
benefit of the company. It was the
very place to exile the hot headed
young factor, and to Oregon he was
sent. McLaughlin understood per-
fectly well the underlying motives
which prompted his promotion to the
new post, but he had faith in' the
west. and welcomed the opportunity
to aid in its development.

Fcrt Vancouver, on the Columbia,
was not built by him, but by Gover-
nor ,Simpson. When McLoughlin
went there, it was like any other
frontier post of the company, except
for the surpassing loveliness of Its
surroundings. Within the limits of
his new domain was a wide variation
of climate from the Arctic region to
California, and a vast unexplored
country. Most of this territory was
supposed to be unsuited for agricul-
ture, and for that reason, if for no
other, would remain nneettled for a
century, or perhaps forever.

At once Dr. McLoughlin set about
discoveriee its p_onghilities, There
was i somewhat similar condition
here in Montana during the seven-
ties as at Fort Vancouver. Surround-
ed by productive land, our cattlemen
bought their supplies--mainly bacon,
flour, sugar, tea and coffee, with no
thoeght of raising vegetables or pigs.

as common
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HERO OF BUTTE'S
DISASTER DIES

JOHN H. STELNBORN, OLD104!1
MEMBER OF POLICE FORCE

PASSES AT 73 YEARS

Gave Alarm on Night of Jan. 15,
1895 Which Brough Fire Depart-
ment to Kenyon Warehouse Ex-
plosion When 69 Were Killed.

The last Butte survivor of the
most appalling catastrophe that ev-
er took place in that city, died re-
cently, when John H. Steinborn,
oldest member of the police force,
succumbed to a severe chronic
bronchial malady.
It became necessary for him to

leave the force last December when
an acute cold brought back the old
lung trouble. His fight for health
was a valiant one, but the odds of 73
years, 32 of which had been devoted
to vigoruos service on the Butte pol-
ice department, gradually overcame
the tenacious resistance.
' Came to Butte in the 80's.

J. 11. Steinborn whose period of
service on the Butte police force on-
ceeded that of any other man, was
one of those who surged to the north-
west in the early days of the eighties
when the aureate stories of the new
Eldorado had launched across the
continent another of the perennial
tides of migration that have populat-
ed the great empire west of the
Rockies.

In the dawn of his manhood he
left the little home town in Wiscon-
sin and ventured to the Nevada fron-
tier where he found a wife, Miss An-
na Marie Peterson, who was at his
bedside when the end came. They
were married in 1880. Later they
came to Butte where Mr. Steinborn
obtained employment in the old Gag-
non mine.
Lung trouble developed and the

doctor told him that he must obtain
outdoor work. He was given a posi-
tion on the Butte police force in May
of 2893 and he then began the long-
est and most faithful periods of ser-
vice the records of the Butte depart-
ment reveal.

Actor in Big Tragedy.
Often the fates crowd into one ev-

ent a life's accumulation of trouble
and excitement. It was so with him.
He was one of the principal actors in
the greatest tragedy that ever hap-
pened in Butte, one of the three sur-
vivors of the epochal Kenyon Ware-
house disaster. He was the man who
brought the members of the tragedy-
fire department to the scene of the
fire that cost the lives of all but two
of them. He was standing within a
few feet of the burning edifice hold-
ing back the crowd when the first of
the three explosions, which wiped out
69 lives occurred.
At about eight o'clock in the ev-

ening of Jan 15, 1895, Mr. Steinborn,
just coming off shift, descried flames
leaping from the roof of the old
frame structure. He turned in the
fire alarm and beat the department
to the conflagration. When the ex-
plosion of the powder stores began
the unparalleled bombardment of
scrap iron he was hurled to the earth
in a crushed and mangled heap and
remembered nothing more of the
great disaster. Only two other mem-
oers of the police or fire department
present when the explosion occurred
lived to tell the story.

Returned to The Force.
After a year in the hospitals fight-

ing valiantly in the miraculous strug-
gle that somehow won hipa back his
health, he returned to the force. The
fates had finished his ordeal. Altough
he was a policeman in some of the
gayest and wildest days of Butte
during the succession of mine booms,
the remainder of his life was unevent-
ful.‘ Only once thereafter was he
obliged to shoot a man. Never was
he the target of a gunman, although
many of his comrades on the force
gave their lives in the incessant
struggle to prbtect the weal of the
great mining camp.
A gentle man, he was known as

one of the bravest and most success-
ful officers ever employed on the
Butte police force. Always reliable,
always forgetful of self in his devo-
tion to duty, his example of service is
an inspiring one. His humble, but
valiant work, over a long, 32-year
period will not easily be forgotten in
Butte.

Kobe college, the first Christian
school for girls in the western half
of Japan, is to celebrate the fiftieth
anniversary of its founding next Oc-
tober.
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