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INDIANS OF THE PRAIRIE---THE HISTORY
OF THE GROS VENTRES OR "BIG BELLIES"
(By M. E. PLASSMANN)

A
MONG the Indians in Montana
on the reservations with the As-
siniboinea, are the Gros Ventres

a the Prairie, or "Big Bellies," as
tizey were called by other tribes, al-
though they called themselves by a
name meaning "White Clay People."
The first name is generally misun-
derstood. It originated from the sten
made to indicate them—a sweeping
pass of the hand over the abdomen,
ateaning "Always Hungry," or "Beg-
gars." They were also spoken of by
some writers, as "Falls Indians,"
from the belief that they lived near

the Falls of the Saskatchewan.
The Gros Ventres, like the Black-

feet, were Algonquins, and once lived
farther east. They came west with

the Arapahoes, with whom they were
allied, and maintained a friendship
uncommon in tribes so widely separ-
ated. When living near, or with the
Arapahoes, they are Said  40 --have
been a sedentary people, and agricul-
tural, like the Mandans. On reach-
ing the buffalo country, they became
nomadic.

It is not known what led to their
separation from the Araphoes, nor
where they decided to go in differ-
ent directions; the Arapahoes south-
west, and the Gros Ventres, or
"Atsina," which was their Indian
name, northwest. The region claim-
ed by the latter, lay along the shore
of the Missouri, from Great Falls, to
the Judith Basin.

These Indians are constantly con-
fused by early travelers on the Up-
per Missouri, with the Hidatsa, or
Groo Ventres who lived in the neigh-
borhood of the Mandans, and with
the Blackfeet, who were constantly
accused of acts of which they were
guiltless. It was the Gros Ventres
of the Prairie who were the rentless
foes of the white man, and not the
Blackfeet, and it Was the Gros 'Ven-
tres the trappers feared.

Their enmity towards the whites
dated from 1806, when Captain Lewis
was making explorations on the Up-
per Missouri. One day of that mem-
erable summer, Lewis's little party
was surprised by, or surprised, for
both parties seem to have been
equally frightened, a band of 30 Gros
Ventres. According to Captain Lew-
is—we have never heard the Indian
side of the story—he tried to estab-
lish friendly relations with them,
which was desirable, as the Indians
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outnumbered the whites. The pipe
of peace was smoked, and other eare-
monies observed, and all was going
well, until the Gros Ventres tried to
run off Lewis's horses, and succeed-
ed in taking a few of them, when one

t of the Lewis company stabbed one
i Indian, and Captain Lewis shot and
killed another. Then the Gros Ven-
tres fled, leaving their dead behind

the man he killed, was a Blackfoot.
In this he was mistaken, it was
proved later.
One reason for calling Gros Ven-

tres Blackfeet, came from the for-
mer using the Blackfoot language
when communicating with white men.
Their own language was extremely
difficult, and I can find no record of
its having been learned by any white

friendship existing between the Gros
Ventree and the Arapahoes, which
was apparently greater on the pare
of tips former, than there was dis-
played by the latter. We are told of
no northward journey undertaken
by the Arapahoes, while it was
known that the Gros Ventres went
south about once in every two years
to visit their relatives there.

A GROs VENTRE SQUAW and a travois of the sort that was used in the days of the visit of the first whitesettlers in what is now Montana. The remnant of this tribe live on a reservation in northern Montana.

them. One of these had posod as a
chief, and been presented with a
medal. by Captain Lewis. Two other
Indians had also posed as chiefs, and
been rewarded accordingly, on the
scriptural principle, that "To hint
who bath shall be given."

Lewis recovered the 'other gifts—
at least a flag—but he left the medal
on the neck of the fallen Oros Ven-
tres to show who had killed him, and
to serve as a warning to others a his
tribe. Whether the slain had been
especially prominent in the tribe, or
was held to be a powerful medicine
man, is not known. But certain it is,
that from the day he was killed, his
people hated the white men with a
deadly hatred, and slew all they inet,
with but few exceptions. Lewis said

man. All through the journals and
diaries of trappers and explorers,
Gros entree are constantly refetred
to as Blackfeet. It is not strange
that the remarkably accurate Cap-
tain Lewis, should have erred in this
instance.

It was probably Gros Ventres of
the Prairie who entertained Father
DeSmet on one of his return jour-
neys to St. Louis, from the Bitter
Root. The only proof of their being
Blackfeet would lie in the fact that
the chief who stood over him with an
upraised knife in his hand, did not
kill the Father, who was entirely at
his mercy, being unarmed, and half
asleep on his buffalo couch, when
roused by the step of the chief.

I have already mentioned the

On these occasions one of two
routes was taken. They either went

i through the Crow country and the
Black Hills, or by way of the Upper
Snake River, and the Colorado
mountains, and woe to the white man
who crossed their trail going or com-
ing. It was when they were return-
ing from one of these visits, that the
Battle of Pierre's Hole occurred. It
was also because of the Gros Ventres
that it was never possible to estab-
lish a permanent trading post at the
Three Forks of the Missouri.

Whichever route was chosen for
these trips to the south, lay through
the lands of hostile tribes, where
they must at any time, be prepared to
give battle, and northern and south-
ern trail was red with the blood of
white and Indian alike.

The Battle of Pierre's Hole took
place at the time 'of the rendexvouro
of the American and Rocky Mountain
Fur companies, in the summer of
1832. The custom of having a ren-
dezvous was the result of the dis-
covery of South Pass. This route via
the Platte and Sweetwater rivers
becoming known, General Ashley de-
cided to cease the establishment of
forts, to further the Indian trade, bat
to hold-an annual rendezvous in-
steaThda.•

That summer of 1832, the Gres
Ventres on their way to and from the
Arapahoes, had been very trouble-
some on the headwaters of the Snake
and Green rivers, but it was not un-
til the conclusion of the rendezvous
that the battle occurred. The at-
tacking Indians bore a British flag
they had captured from Hudson Bay
traders. The story of this battle
has been often recounted, and per-
haps its importance unduly empha-
sized, on account of the well known
persons who attended the rendezvous,
like Wyeth, Sublette, and Bridger;
and others who were on their way to
the meeting, such as Bonneville.

Before the battle, Fitzpatrick had
been set afoot, and wandered in the
mountains for five days without food.
When he reached the rendezvous,
says Chittenden, "he was more dead
than alive."

While the Indians were defeated
in the battle, they hid 110t- ceased
their bloody work. Vanderbaugh, of
the American Fur compapy, it will be
remembered, followed the trail of
Bridger and Fitzpatcrick, to diacov-
er their trapping grounds, and were
led by them into dangerous territory‘,
where Vanderburgh was killed by the
Gros eVntres, when he was on the
Stinking Water. This is but one of
maey instances illustrating to what
crimes rivalry between the fur com-
panies led. Robbery was common,
as in the case of Peter Skene Ogden,
who lost his furs to this same com-
pany that claimed the allegiance of
Bridger and Fitzpatrick; and murder
was not infrequent.
The Battle of Pierre's Hole, and

the killing of Vanderburgh, confirm
the statement of Alexander Henry.
"They are an audacious and turbul-
ent race, and have frequently at-
tempted to massacre us. (The North-
west company.) The first attack
was made at old Fort Brule in 1793,
when they pillaged the Hudson Bay
company fort, and were about to com-
mit the-same outrage upon that of
the Northwest company," but for the
bravery of a company clerk, who put
them to flight.
"The next summer they destroyed

the Hudson Bay fort on the SouthBranch (of the Saskatchewan?),
massacred the people and pillaged
them of everything they had, leav-
ing the place in ashes." Here again
they were repulsed by the North
West company.
Henry has recorded two things to

the credit of the Gros Ventre of the
Prairie. He says they were an in-
dustrious people and in the dressing

Kalispell City Band Organization Dates
Back To The Early Days of Demersville

64m USIC bath charms," so the
folks at Demersville, the first
town in the Flathead Valley,

decided to organize a band. This
was done in 1890, with Frank E.
Martz (now living in Missoula) as
director and C. F. ,(Shorty) Light-
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ball business manager. In 1891 the
band moved with the rest of the
population to the new town of Kalis-
pell. Not many of the original mem-
bers are living at Kalispell now. A I
H. Burns, of Somers; A. W. Swaney, I
Columbia Falls; Frank Nash, Pot-
son, and R. E. Webster, vice pres1-1
(lent of the First National Beak of
Kalispell were all active members
of that bad in the early days. Twen-
ty years ago, T. E. Chester, Jas. R.
,White. and many other business men
of Kalispell, and still,, living there.
were all members of The band. Dr.
A. H. Burch was an party member of
the Kalsipell Ctiy Band and is the
only one of the real old-timers now in
the organization.

After Mr. Martz left Kalispell, J.
A. Peterson was the director. Then
followed A. B. Campbell who died
several years ago in Sedro Wooley,
Wash. The late L. J. B. Chapman
then became instructor, followed by
W. T. -Zimmerman who -eaturrie Mon-
tana from Pontiac, Mich., to open a
aehool of music in Kalispell.

In January, 1906. the Kalispell
City Band was a mane only and three
or four musicians who had struggled
under discouraging conditions so long
that they almost ceased to try to keep
up the organization. At that time
Geo. H. Cade took charge of the
band and by patient endeavor de-
veloped the embryo ...talent in most
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of the youngsters who in the major-
ity forme dthe nergy of the band at
that time. There were a few old-
timers to steady the boys, about six,
hut the musical strength of the band
was very young blood. However,
they weer drilled and disciplined by

the tireless leader until they became
creditable performers. As time went
on the band was augmented by musi-
cians of ability who had come to Kai-
lispell to make their home, and it
was not long before the metropolis
of the Flahead Valley had a band
that was a credit to the city and al-
always made a good record in neigh-
boring states and cities where they
were engaged to play. In 1911 they
were awarded the prize at the Spo-
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Band of Kalispell. Mr. Cade Is one
of the founders of the Kalispell Times
and is one of the leading newspaper
men of Montana.

kane Apple show for being the best
band outside of the state of Washing-
ton and there were many bhnds in at-
tendance—about 50.

Marion B. Riffo came to Kalispell
from Philadelphia in 1908. Ile was
a musician of unusual attainment and

a wonderful acquisition to the musi-
cal cirlces of that city. He at once
became interested in the band and
orchestra. In 1912 he organized the
Kalispell Elks Band, who went to the
Elks convention at Portland that
Year and won the second place in the
band contest; and proved themselves
one of the leading musical organiza-
tions of the country. Geo. H. Cade
was assistant direetor of the Elks
Band. Mr. Riffo later educated and
dfreeted -a group .01 ,.,young hors of
the country, known as the Glacier
rein Juvenile band, which gained a
reputation over several states. Pri-
vate business compelled Mr. Rifto to
relinquish the band and Mr. Cade
then took hold again and has been
the director and business manager
since that time. The name of the
band was then changed to the Flat-
head Band of Kalispell.

Early in 1924 the Flatheed Band
of Kalispell was in financial distress
and the Kalispell post of hte Am-
erican Leiden tame to nit reenter and
shouldered its liabilities and the band
I s now known as the American Le-
gion Band of Kalispell.

Following are the members now on
the roster: Howard .T. Hunt, Marion
Rear, Raymond Mitchell, Chet BrInt-
nall, W. Zufall, Orion Strissel, cor-
nets; J. C. Anderson, flute and pic-
colo; F. If, Haddow, Johr Bear, Rev
Clarence A. Kopp, A. Solberg, clar-
inets; Eugene Morrow, L. L. God-
dard, saxophones; N. L. Herrick, A.
J. "lurch, D. 0 Pauline. altos; Dr. A.
H. Burt')', Fred Hinman, bass; Wm.
Lay, Geo. Loft, Arthur Draftee, trom-
bones; Guy L. Chrisinger. base drum;
UMW* PikelNir, swore- *row- Geo,
ll. Cads, baritone and director.

In the early days of the band It
was financially patronized more than
it Is now. It is stated that the first

year the band was organized $1,800
was disbursed to the members.
The value of a band to any city

can be easily appreciated when it is
taken into consideration the times
they come in to play, for indoor gath-
erings in the winter, for concerts in
the summer, for public meetings and
for the general good name it gives
the city to be recognized as a first-
class musical organization.

Geo. 14. Cade was born at Bramp
ton, Ontario, Canada, in 1878, and
had his first start playing alto in the
Brampton Mechanics Band at the age
of nine years. Afterwards he was
connected with different regimental
bands in Canada, and on the road

THE AMERICAN LEGION
band of Kalispell, considered
one of the best musical or-
ganizations in Montana.
The band is a continuation
of the original Demersville
band organization of the
pioneer days of the Flathead
Valley,

with theatrical bands in that coun-
try and in the United States, lie
came to Kalispell in 1903 and was
with the Kalispell Bee for a number
of years. About 14 years ago H. L.
Knight and Mr. Cade established The
Kalispell Times, one of the leading
weekly newspapers of the state.

Abyssinia has a Jewish population
of 60,000.

Valley of Jordan
Is Promised Land
of Milk and Honey

Like the Promised Land of the
Old Testament days, the Valley
of the Jordan in Garfield county
is now flowing with milk and hon-
ey, especially the latter.
Two apiary owners, Roy Curry and

George W. Crowder, leaders in bee
culture and honey raising in Gar-
field county, will market close to
8,000 pounds of honey during the
present season.
Farms on the Missouri river bot-

toms, 60 miles north of Jordan,
make ideal places for rearing honey
bees, growers state.

of buffalo robes, equaled the Man-
dans, and were better than the
Slaves. These two, if we except brav-
ery, were the only merits Henry
could discover in them, and they
would naturally appeal to a fur
trader; but he found them immoral.
Henry invariably found Indians im-
moral, and if history tells the truth
regarding him, they simply mirrored
himself.
One thing is certain. These Indians

never forgot and forgave an injury
to one of their tribe, and Indian fash-
I0n, were Indiscriminate In exacting
reprisals. All white men who ven-
tured into their country, or whom
they met, were liable to pay the pen-
alty for the two Indians killed in
1806.

BEAUTIFY IT WITH

"DIAMOND DYES"

Perfect uoule dye-
ing and tinting is
guaranteed with
Diamond Dyes. Just
dip in cold water to
tint soft, delicate
shades, or boil to
dye rich, permanent
colors. Each 16-cent
package contains di-
rections so simple
any woman can
dye or tint lingerie,

tilks, ribbons, skirts, waists, dresses,
coats, stockings, sweaters, draperies,
coverings, hangings, everything new.
Buy "Diamond Dyes"—no other

kind—and tell your druggist whether
the material you wish to color is wool
or silk, or whether it is linen, cotton,
or mixed goods.

SHUR-SHOT
TIMER FOR FORDS

A perfect spark. More Power
Smoother running

Nothing to get out of order
No oiling

A Des/atonal achievement
Absolute guarantee
Price Mee Postpaid

DEALERS—A few exclusive terri-
tories still open. Write
8. 0. HUSETH

Great Falls Montana
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BOTTLERS' SUPPLIES
BALLENTINE Brand 60e
BOHEMIAN Brand 60c
RILEY'S Brand ScT 

Malt Syrup per quart postpaid
Crown Caps, Capping MachinesHops, Gelatine, Cane and Cora
Sugar, _Corks, Bottles. Gip:uses.phnd Tubing, Kegs. Barrel.
and J•gs, Hydrometers and S44c-
chrocneters, Filtering Paper and

bags, Cordial,. Barriers.
—Write for Price/4--

BUTTE BOTTLERS SUPPLY CO.
115 So. Main St., Butte. Mont.

Black Sliver

OXES
Registered Stock guaranteed toBreed True to Type and Color.
Montana's Oldest Farm.

JACOBI Fog Fort Benton
Farm Mont,

MALT SYRUP
APEX MALT

Brand
LIGHT — DARK — MEDIUM

Mall orders filled same day received
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

—Write for Prices--
BUTTE MALT SYRUP CO.

Wholesale and Retail
534 South Idaho St. Butte, Most.

Beautiful Pictures
in Rich Polychrome Frame Ready to Hang Up

Real oil Prints of Famous Paintings in all their original beauty.

Special 
$ 10  Many- Each - - - Subjects

Sent Postpaid to Any Home in Montana
—Old Home Scene
—Canal Scene
--Sneep in Spring

—Mother and Child
—*snafu' Cameo Lady
-r-Datch Scene

Ti, said that pictures have a decided influence on the home life.
These ate the pictures that we offer our out-of-town friends at1;1.00. You will say the frame alone Is worth more than the price.
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