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STATE MAY GET
BIG STEEL MILL

THE VIRGINIA COMPANY, WHICH

OWNS ORE LANDS, SENDS

MAN TO INSPECT SITES

Contemplated Project Would Mean

Investment of $1,500,000, Says J.

J. Roach of Baltimore; Great Falls

and Livingston Considered.

Plans are far advanced with the

Montana Iron company of Virginia

for a further development of its

iron properties near White Sul-

phur Springs. The project would

be the first extensive development

undertaken of Montana's iron de-

posits and would represent an ini
-

tial total construction outlay of

$1,500,000.

Announcement of the company's

plans was made in Great Falls a few

days ago by Joseph J. Roach of Bal-

timore, Md., vice president of the

compaoy. His visit to Great Falls

was made to inspect available sites

for the steel plant in case it should

be located in that city and to gather

first hand information relative to the

advantages offered by Great Falls as

compared with those found in other

Montana cities under consideration.

Suc,:essful termination of plans now

being developed would bring the

plant to either Great Falls or Living-

ston, Mr. Roach stated.

"I do not want to give the impres-

sion that a decision to build the rail-

road spur and a steel plant has been

finally reached," said Mr. Roach. "I

would rather have the company do

more than it promises than to prom-

ise more than it can do, but I can sa
y

that our plans have been very ma
-

terially advanced and that in all

probability the project will go

through pursuant to present expecta-

tions.
Partially Financed

"The proposed development is par-

tially financed and the remaining

money needed will be largely out-

side capital. "Of the $1,500,000

needed for all the construction we

have in mind, more than one-third

has been made available by financial

concerns with which we have been

long associated. I have no doubt at

all that the rest of the money we

need will be immediately forthcom-

ing when my report, after a personal

inspection, is laid before the people

we are in contact with.

"I look for matters to move rapid-

ly in the carrying out of our plans.

It is reasonable to expect that the

entire matter can be wound up with-

in a brief period of time. The Mon-

tana Iron company of Virginia is

owned largely by W. F. Flannigan

and E. K. Coyer, both of Virginia,

and myself. Mr. Flannigan and Mr.

Coyer have been interested in the

White Sulphur Springs iron deposit

for a numbe rot years, and have per-

sonally advanced some $50,000 in

developing the property thus far.

The present movement to enlarge the

development and to launch a steel

mill is incident to their decision to

expand operations to a point consist-

ent with hte opportunities offered to

the steel industry in Montana."

Mr. Roach stated that the

of cokeing coal is one of the

major matters to be considered in

deciding on a location for the pro-

posed steel plant. Livingston, he

stated ,claims to have coal suitable

for this purpose, while if the plant

were built in Great Falls coking coal

would have to be imported.

Finds Power in Great Falls

Great Falls offers the advantage,

though, of haVing immediately acces-

sible any desired amount of electric

power. Electricity would be exclu-

sively need as power in the operation

of the plant, coke being necessary

only in the furnaces. Transportation

facilities also give Great Falls some-

thing of an advantage as a locatio
n

for a steel plant, he stated. Dis
tri-

bution is one of the vital items fo
r

consideration Au- connection with_&

steel manufacturing plant and Mr
.

Roach went carefully into this ph
ase

of his investigation while here.

The output of the proposed plant

would consist largely of pig iron an
d

cast iron pipe, Mr. Roach said. Th
e

oil fields of this and adjoining state
s

he regards as a permanent outlet 
for

a large quantity of pipe and th
ere

is a steady market within Mont
ana

for a considerable quantity of 
pig

Iron.

"I do not know of a better fiel
d

for developing the steel industry

than in Montana," said Mr. Roa
ch.

"I think that a market is en
tirely

assured and when you have that

combined with immense deposits 
of

the native material the field 
offers

execellent opportanities. A matter

that enters most importantly 
into

consideration, of course, is the

rfeight differential between this 
and

the country's main iron producing

territories.

"It is a fact that at the presen
t

time pig iron is manufactured in 
the

eastern and southeastern mills,
 ship-

ped by rail to the nearest se
aboard,

thence through the Panama 
canal,

and then by rail again into your

state. We estimate that a mill p
ro-

ducing steel and pig iron on ,the

ground woul have a $20 a ton 
ad-

vantage over the eastern mills. 
La-

bor conditions too, present them-

selves in Montana as a distinct
 in-

ducement towards development of

the iron deposits and operatio
n of a

steel mill."

Dowry Doesn't Materialize.

Evelyn Moy Hinkley, whose mar-

riage late last year to Harold Hi
nk-

ley of Miles City, occurred under

conditions unique in the annals of

Montana has returned with her hus-

band to Billings. before her mar-

riage last November Mra. Hinkley

was known as Evelyn Moy Hing,

,daughter of Dr. Moy Ring and h
is

American wife. It was not until a

stitement signed by Mrs. Moy Ring

from her deathbed to the effect

that Evelyn was the adopted chil
d

of Candian parentage that 
the law

would sanction the marriage. The

$30,000 dowry hinted at the tim
e

of the marriage has not materiali
zed

according to Mr. and Mrs. Hinkley
.

[Men Who Were
 Bunkies in Indian Service

In 1873-1878 are Now Residents of Billing
s

0

T
WO "bunkles" who for five

years "fit the Indians" in the

pay of Uncle Sam and then

homesteaded together when they left

the army, Henry A. Frith, United

States referee in bankruptcy, and

Edward W. Dunne, former' county

assessor of Billings, are still as much

friends as when they first slept un-

der the same tent 52 years ago down

on the staked plains of Texas.

From 1873 to 1878, the two sol-

diers were in the Eleventh infantry

together and saw service in Texas,

the Dakotas and Montana against

Comanches and Kiowas in the south

and against Siouxs, Cheyennes and

Nez Perces in the north. Then they

left the army together at a time

when settlers were still fearing In-

dian raids and took homesteads near

old Huntley east of Billings.

Mr. Frith had previously served a

first enlistment in the regular army,

entering shortly after the Civil war.

He bad then tried civilian life for a

time in the various occupations inci-

dental to the cattle industry in the

southwest at that time and had final-

ly re-enlisted, specifying that he

should be returned to his old com-

pany. About the same time young

Dunne who had just enlisted in the

east, had been assigned to the same

outfit then stationed at an encamp-

ment in Texas. Curiously enough,

Frith in his previous enlistment had

had a "bunkie" by the name of

Dunn.
Under MacKenzie

For the next three years and until

after the defeat of Custer, the regi-

ment saw service in Texas. The regi-

ment was then under the command

of Colonel MacKenzie, who like most

of the army commanders at that

time, had seen active service in the

Civil war as a general. Texas at that

time was troubled with raids of th
e

Comanches and kiowas and punitiv
e

expeditions were frequently sent

against them.

On one of these expeditions, Mac-

Kenzie rounded up all the ponies of

the Indians and set the Andains

afoot. Some of the Indians stole int
o

the guarded corrals and drove of
f

not only their own horses, but those

of the troops as well. MacKenzie

swore vengenance and a second tim
e

rounded up 600 Indian ponies be-

longing to the Kiowas. After select
-

ing such ponies as they could use,

the troopers drove the rest into 
a

coulee and killed them.

"It was one of the cruelest things

I ever saw done," said Mr. Frith,
 in

describing the incident. "It seem
ed,

however, at the time the only way t
o

subdue the Indians whase craft
 in

stealing horses was remarkable. 
We

thought the Indians were a pre
tty

bad lot, but they really we
ren't any

worse than the white men."

Indians Took Horses

According to Mr. Dunne, it was 
al-

most impossible to guard a b
unch of

horses against Indians determin
ed to

steal them. A double row of 
guards

would be placed around a corral
 with

other soldiers near it and the
n the

HENRY A. FRITH, who, in the

Indian wars of the 70s was bunki
e

with Edward A. Dunn, both now re-

sidents of Billings.

Indians would often crawl in through

all the outposts, find a weak point

in the corral and break it down.

Then by waving a blanket, they

would stampede the horses and ge
t

away in the confusion."

After the Custer massacre, the war

department decided that the power

of the Sioux and their allies must be

broken and a systematic campaign

was started to make it impossible for

the Indians to break through the

barriers of civilization. For this p
ur-

pose, it was decided to build the two

cantonments which would serve as

bases for the troops in the west. One 
the same time quite a large party of

was Fort Keogh near Miles City and 
Bannack Indians had made their

the other Fort Custer at the 
conflu_ way north to hunt and steal horses

ence of the Little Big Horn and Big 
from other Indians.

Horn rivers near the present city of 
Mlles 'Whips I3annacks

Hardin. "The Eleventh infantry was The battle was founght near a

dispatched to the Standing Rock res
- little stream tributary to Clarks

ervation late in 1876 where we dis- Fo
rk which was named afterward

armed the Sioux, and got in readi- Be
nnett creek in honor of Capt. A.

ness to begin building the forts the S.
 Bennett, who was killed there.

following year," said Mr. Dunne. Miles had divided his force to make

It was while the troops were being

transported from Dakota territory to
Montana by boats for this purpose

that Mr. Frith witnessed a meeting

between five generals famous in the

Civil war and in the later Indian

warfare. General Sherman, at that
time the commanding officer of the
army, was going up the Yellowstone
river with Generals Buell and Terry,
both then commanding regiments in
the regular army. At the same time

General Sheridan, then commander
of the troops in the west, and Gen-

eral Crook were coming down the

river in another boat.

Generals Meet
The two boats met in midstream

somewhere above Miles City and

then stopped and tied up to exchange

news early one morning. The two

parties of generals came on deck on

their respective boats at the same

time. As General Sheridan, a stout,

jolly little *Bow was seen by the

other, Genefhl Sherman shouted to

him. "Tell Crook to come out too."

Soon Crook, who was a very sedate

appearing soldier also appeared. Ac-

cording to Mr. Frith, General Sheri-

dan fairly danced up and down with

excitement as greetings were called

back and forth between the two

boats.

During the next year or two, the

regiment was stationed most of the

time at Fort Custer or at Terry's

landing near the mouth of the Big

Horn from which gods were trans-

ported to Fort Custer, 40 miles away.

The two bunkies seldom held the

game rank,-according to Mr. Dunne.

When one of them was corporal or

sergeant, the other was a private.

Once when Private Frith was pro-

moted to corporal, Sergeant Dunne

broke some regulation and was

"busted" to private. Frith asked

Dunne that evening, "How would

you like to sleep with a corporal

tonight?"

During the remaining year or two

of their enlistment, two engagements

with Indians of which some note is

made in history, took part in this

section. In the spring of 1877, Gen-

eral Nelson A. Miles with a small

detachment of men was in the

Clark's Fork country, preparing to

make an exploring trip into Yellow-

stone park. It happened that about

sure the Indians would not get away,

stationing one party on Clarks Fork

pass to bar the way to Yellowstone

park. With the other force number-

ing more than 30 soldiers and Indian

scouts he made such a vigorous at-

tack at dawn that the Indians, who

seemed for once taken by surprise,

imagined the whole army was after

them.
Mr. Frith at that time was with a

detachment of soldiers from the

Eleventh infantry which had started

out from Fort Custer under General

Buell to reinforce Miles. They

reached the battlefield after the fight

was over. The soldiers gathered 36

old bucks and squaws as captives

while the main body of Indians es-

caped taking with them their dead

and wounded with the exception of

the body of a squaw. The soldier was

buried here only t ohave the body

disinterred by the Crow Indians who

dragged it at the tail of a horse. It

was said afterward that 28 Indians

were killed. Captain Bennett and a

Frenchman, who had been drafted

in as a scout because of his knowl-

edge of the country, were the only

ones in Miles' party who were killed.

Took Great Risk

Among the captives was a "white

squaw," a young woman who had

been captured as a child by the In-

dians and brought up as one of their

own people. She said that had the

Indians known the party of soldiers

were so small, they could have killed

everyone of them. Miles had his men

fire so fast that the Indians believed

there was a large force attacking

them. General-MUM biter Imbraided

Miles" for running so great a risk in

attacking with such a small force.

One of the captives, an old buck,

wore a velvet vest and a gold watch

chain. The soldiers were of the opin-

ion that he had probably killed some

white man to secure possession of

them, but had no means of proving

It.
In the fall of the same year, a

rearguard skirmish took place at

Canyon creek between the Nez Perce

Indians under Chief Joseph and the

Seventh calvary under Col. S. D.

Sturgis. Chief Joseph in his famous

retreat had nearly defeated Gibbons

in the battle of the Big Hole and had

crossed Yellowstone park closely pur-

sued by Howard. In the meantime

Sturgis swung down in the Clarks

Fork to head off the Indians. Chief

Joseph by a clever feint gave Sturgis

the idea he was headed for the Stink-

ing Water country, the old name for

the present Shoshone, but instead

moved north to the Yellowstone.

When Sturgis realized his mistake,

he pushed pellmell after the foe and

(Continued on Agricultural Page)

Brandt Murder in 1893 Most Fiendish

Crime In the History of Custer County

(By D. J. O'MALLEY)

W
HILE riding on the Milwau-

kee train along the Yellow-

stone river a short while ago

I was busily engaged in looking at

a few old log shacks that still stand

on the different ranches one passes

along the line of t4e railroad. In

the days prior to the rush of dry

land farmers I knew almost evety

ranchman on the river from Glen-

dive to Billings. I would notice an

old place and say to myself, "That is

where 'W,the rancher,' lived," or,

"That is the old Circle P ranch."

As we were traveling across what

Is known as the "Sand Creek, or

Toll Gate Flat," and near the pres
-

ent station of Thurl5w, I noticed one

old pile of logs, the remains of an

old ranch house, a short distance

south of the tracks, that brought

back to my mind a recollection o
f

the most fiendish and brutal mur-

der and suicide that ever was p
er-

petrated in Custer county or in th
e

state of Montana. The old log hous
e

is still known as the Brandt place

where a rancher named Brandt m
ur-

dered his wife and daughter and

then ended his own life.

I was working for the N bar N

0
Cow company at the time as "rep"

with the bow and arrow wagon. The

crime was committed in the fall of

1893.

On October' 7, 1893, the coroner

of Miles City received a telegram

from a sheepman named Knowles

informing him that the dead bodies

of Brandt, Mrs. Brandt and the

daughter Lillie, aged eleven, had

been found at the ranch of Brandt
.

The coroner and sheriff left for th
e

scene at once and found that a ter-

rible murder had been committed.

The only witness to the affair was

a daughter, Laura, aged sevente
en.

Her evidence to the coroner's jury

was to the effect that her father

had committed the crime.

The girl said that at supper time

the night previous, her father, who

had been acting sullen all day, aros
e

from the table and remarked, "We
ll,

this is the last supper any of us w
ill

eat," and went to his bed. She said

her father had often made the same

kind of a remark as he was given
 to

spells of brooding and moroseness,

and that the family paid only pa
ss-

ing attention to the remark. She

said that about 9:30 she and 
Lillie

went to bed in one corner of the

room- while her mother went to hers

in the opposite corner. The two

girls were soon asleep and Laura

knew nothing of' what happened un-

til about eleven o'clock when she

was awakened by hearing Lillie call

out, "Oh Ma! Oh Ma!" which was

immediately followed by a sickening

gurpling sound. She realized some-

thing was wrong and rising up in

bed was horrified to see her father

with a knife in his hand cutting the

throat of her sister. She leaped ov-

er the foot of the bed and called

to her mother twice but received n
o

answer. She then rushed out of the

house and ran to the ranch of Al.

Loveridge a mile and a half away

where there was a man named

George Ott staying. Brandt, strange

to say, paid no attention to Laura

at all and did not try to prevent he
r

from escaping. When she reached

the Loveridge ranch, she threw op
-

en the door and ran in screami
ng.

Ott immediately jumed out of 
bed

and as soon as h,e could find out

what was the matter, he blew out th
e

lamp he had lighted and procu
red

his rifle. The two waited in the

-
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dark expecting Brandt to show up

at any minute. Then Ott concluded

that, as Laura was clad only in her

night clothes and barefooted, they

had better try to reach the Spauld-

ing and Knowles ranch a mile south

of the Loveridge ranch. This they

made safely and Laura was taken

charge of by the women of the

ranch. After learning the particu-

lars of the crime from the girl, H.

Knowles concluded to make an ef-

fort to notify the authorities. He

made his way to the Bow and Ar-

row wagon which was camped at

the Sand Creek crossing about three

miles from the Brandt house and

told the cowboys of the occurrence,

then proceeding to Rosebud, seven

miles distant, where he sent a wire

to the coroner.
The cow boys at once formed a

posse and went to the Brandt house.

Daylight was beginning to show by

this time. They approachseg, the

house cautiously for fear that the

murderer might be waiting to op-

en fire -an-them from within. They

secured positions guarding the door

and windows and then called to

Brandt to collie out. They called

several times but received no an-

swer. Finally one of the cowboys

said, "Boys, you keep me and the

door covered and I'll open the door.

$f he shows up with a gun, kill

him." The cowboy dismounted and

approached the closed door cautious-

ly. Grasping the latch, he threw the

door open and quickly jumped back.

The remaining cowboys covered the

door with their revolvers. No one

showed up and he cautiously peeped

inside. Then he called to the rest

who still had their guns levelled at

the door, "All right, boys, he's dead,

too." Brandt was found lying on the

floor face down with a Winchester

rifle under his left arm and side.

He had seated himself on the bed

and placed the muzzel of the rifle

against his left temple. He had, pre-

sumably, pulled the trigger with his

foot, the bullet passing through his

head and flatening itself against one

of the logs of the house, as it was

found lying on the bed.

A search was made at once for

Mrs. Brandt and the daughter. Lilly

was found lying on her bed, her

throat cut so badly that her head

was almost severed from her body.

Mrs. 13randt's body was not in the

house. One of the cowboys found

her about one hundred yards north

of the house. Brandt had evidently

started his hideous crime by at-

tacking her and she had managed

to get out of the house and run, per-

haps in an effort to reach the Ken-

nedy and Barley ranches which

were about one and one-half irblel es
northeast of there. She bad en

overtaken and struck on the head

with a small blacksmith's hammer

which was found close to the body.

One blow had been dealt her which

had cut through the eyebrow to the

brain. Then, not satisfied with that.

Brandt had struck her several times

more, as her head was literally

battered to pieces. He also had

stabbed her several times in the

breast. The bloody knife with

which he had cut Lillie'e throat and

stabbed his wife, was found in his

pocket. He had evidently paid no

STATE EDITORS
TO VISIT PARK

PRESS ASSOCIATION WiLL MEET
IN LIVINGSTON ON

AUGUST 27

Montana Newspaper !lien to Spend

Three Days on Pleasure Jaunt

Through Nation's Wonderland af-

ter Business Session.

Plans for what is expected to be

the most interesting meeting ever

held of the Montana Press &IMO.

elation from an entertainment

standpoint were completed at a

meeting held in Livingston, ac-

cording to 0. S. Warden, publisher

of the Great Falls Tribune and

president of the Montana State

Press association.
It is planned now to conclude the

business sessions of the press asso-

ciation in one day. August 27, and

then spend the next three days in

Yellowstone park. More than 150

editors of Montana with their women

folks are expected to tour the park,

according to advices presented at the k

Livingston meeting which was at-

tended by P. B. Snelson, editor of

the Billings Gazette; Horace M. Al-

bright, superintendent of Yellow-

stone park and L. E. Flint of the

Livingston Enterprise.

In connection with the meeting of

the state organization, plans are be-

ing considered to hold the meeting

of Associated Press members at the

same time, when Superintendent

Paul Cowles of the western division

will be here from his headquarters

at San Francisco. Other officials of

the news gathering organization are

expected to be present.

Two speakers of nation-wide repu-

tation will be invited to the press

association meeting. They will be

announced later.
_The  party will leave Livingston

Friday morning, arriving at Mam-

moth for lunch. Old Faithful will be

reached at night, for dinner, the fol-

lowing morning to be spent in watch-

ing the play of the geysers at the fa-

mous Upper Basin. The afternoon

will entail a visit to the West Thumb

of Yellowstone lake, Lake Outlet and

on to the Grand Canyon for the

evening's entertainment. Sunday

morning and afternoon will be spent

in a trip to Buffalo Ranch, a special

roundup by the Indians and cowboye

including a buffalo stampede, hav-

ing been arranged for the visitors b
y

park officials. Sunday night will
 be

spent at Mammoth station and fro
m

there the party will leave for home
.

While final arrangements for the

park tour are not completed it is un
-

derstood that courtesies to be ex
-

tended by the transportation com-

pany and park management will b
e

most generous.

attention whatever to Laura in he
r

attempt to escape.

The son, Charlie, who was work
-

ing for the XIT Cattle company, 
and

a married daughter were notified 
of

the crime. I was well acquainted

with the Brandt family and, like

many others, regarded him as an

unsafe man. He was given to fits

of brooding and was known to have

threatened the lives of his family

on more than one occasion. H
e was

employed by the city of Miles C
ity

when the water mains were 
being

laid and was known to have 
gone

an entire week without speaki
ng to

anyone. His family consisted of

one son and three daughters. 
Mrs.

Brandt was about forty years of 
age

and a hard working woman.
 She

had told neighbors often that she

was afraid Brandt would kill them

all when he was in one of those sul-

len spells.

It has often been wondered
 how

.the daughter, Laura, made 
her way

to the Loveridge place in t
he dark

as she was barefooted and 
had a

mile and a half to go through 
sake-

brush, greaseweed and prickly
 pear,

as well as through wire fen
ces; or,

why it was that Ott didn't sho
ot

her when she broke in on him

screaming, as Ott testified that 
the

first thing he did was to g
rab his

(Continued on Agricultural Page)

D. J. O'MALLEY, bae of south-
eastern Montana's oki-Seme cowboys,
more familiarly known an "the N--
N Hid," who herewith narrates the
story of the Brandt murder and sui-
cide which happened hi Custer coun-
ty, Montana, in

•


