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THE STORY OF LETELLIER,
VE© CAME UP MISSOURI

HII'VER TO BENTON IN 1850
(By MARTHA R. PLASSISLANN)

I
N THESE days when interest is
being awakened in the early his-
tory of the Northwest, it is with

regret we learn that nrost of those
who came here then were uneducat-

ed, and the few who could write did
not choose to do so, although it was

the day when the keeping of diaries

was a fad. The world was larger

before steamboats and railroads had
conquered distance, and being larger,

the individual became relatively of

more importance, in his own esti-

mation, at least. He found pleas-

ure in recording the small happen-

ings of his daily life, fortunately for

those who came later, as these mis-

spelled diaries and journals furnish

the historian with information that

otherwise be unattainable.
Among the records of, the South

Dakota Historical Society, I recent-

ly chanced upon the little-known

journal of Louie D. Letellier, a Can-

adian Frenchman, who.. visited Ft.

Benton in the summer of 1852.
Letellier was born near Quebec in

1827, and was one of a large family

that was eminently respectable but

poverty stricken. Consequently

Louis learned a trade, that of car-

penter. instead of entering one of

the professions. When a fire de-

stroyed his master's shop, Louis re-

leased from his apprenticeship, had

a brief interval of schooling, which

was mainly devoted, he says, to

"studying the catechism and singing

called in some of the poorer Indians
who were near at hand, and paid the
"poor low Radian" to clean his plate,
by- the gift of a ''breech cloth, or a
calico shirt."

Caste counted at mealtime in the
fort also. The first class eat at table
with the trader, or Bourgeois, as be
was termed. The second class were
fain to be satisfied with what was
left from the first table, while the
third class was made up of men who
had volunteered for the service in
St. Louts. and were ignorant of what
awaited them, in the way of treat-
ment. "They belonged to the cuisine
of rotten dried buffalo meat. Fran-
cois, Alsatian was their cook.

"Every morning Francois received
a package of this dried buffalo meat,
very odorous. It could be detected
from a distance. He would drop it
in his kettle which was always full
iof bullion three or four days old.
and swing the kettle hanging to a
bringuebal. or break, over the fire, In
his large chimney and let it boil
until cooked. The manner of serv-
ing the meal was to put his kettle
in the middle of his room, and wait
for the first sound of the bell, then
open the door. The old travelers
provided each with a wooden fork,
would rush in. It was to see who
would fork out the best pieces. The
new men had to wait and satiety
themselves with the rest."

This description conveys a vivid
picture of how the meat was eaten,

time, he went to an English school, 
canticles." After this for a short but fails to tell in what manner the

soup was disposed of—certainly not
where the teacher "kept us most of -with forks, with which useful arti-

who enforced discipline with a cat-
the time drilling as soldiers,"  and eles, only the initiated seem to have

o'-nine-tails, which impressed him

more than the teaching, for he writes

"I have a mark on my head from it

that I will bear to the end of my

days."
On leaving school, Letellier went

to work in a shipyard where he re-

mained long enough to earn a little

surplus cash. Being of an adventur-

ous spirit, he determined to go to

the United States, and gradually

found his way west, earning as he

went, until he finally reached St.

Louis, via Buffalo and Chicago.
He was now on the frontier, and

In a malarial region where he be-

came desperately ill with fever and

ague. A friend told him he could

be cured by going up the Missouri

with the American Fur company.

During an interval of chills and fe-

ver, Letellier went to the office fo the

company seeking employment, and

this is what happened:
"Mr. Peter A. Sarpy, a partner of

the company, was making the en-

gagement. I enquired of him if I

could be hired to go up to Fort

Pierre. After a close examination of

my person. he answered: 'You are

sick. We want only healthy, strong

men who can live on rosebud twelve

month time.' I am sick with fever

and ague and I want to get over it.

I hope the rosebuds will cure.' I

answered him. Henri Picotte of St.

Louis, one of the associates of the

company ,was present at our con-

versation. He said to Sarpy: 'Hire

him. I will cure him of the fever.'

So Elie Bedard and myself were

hired as carpenters."
In the spring of 1850 Letellier

was one of a company of a hundred

men who left St. Louis for the Miss-

our.i. Their diet was not of rose-

buds, but of salt pork, hard tack,

and coffee. This led to a prelimin-

ary fast on the part of Letellier, un-

til the change of climate, and abate-

ment of the fever enabled him to

partake of such hearty fare.
About this time cholera broke out

on the steamboat, and the captain,

Joseph LaBarge, and Henri Picotte,
who had the company's men in
charge, decided to wash out the boat,
as was customary in cases of this
kind. Preliminary to this cleansing
process, all the passengers including
the cholera patients, were landed at
a wooding-up point, where their only
shelter was found in the trees and
bushes that here grew thickly.

Their stay in that spot was des-
tined to be brief, however. "We had
hardly through building our camp-
ment. and laid our sick men on beds
in the shade from the hot rays of the
sun, that cyclone broke up over us,
with such force that trees twisted
down, and limbs flying in all direc-
tions, caused us to leave for an open
place, two of our men were left in
the camp. That was the middle of
the night, early the next morning we
found our camp covered with broken
trees and limbs, our sick men alive,
and feeling better. From that time
on there was no more death. The
wind had swept the pest far from us."

I have given this account of the
cholera in Letellier's own words, to
ilustrate the English he had gained
through the admistration of the cat-
o'-nine-tails, in the hands of a mus-
cular Scotch man. A cyclone as a
cholera treatment is not always
available, but in.thia..instance it arev-
ed efficacious, and the whole party
reached Ft. Pierre in good health.

This post was about a mile above
the mouth of the Teton, or Bad river,
says Letellier, but actually 174x206
ft., government measurement. It
was five hundred feet spuare with
an encircling stockade twelve feet
high, and as was customary at these
forts. two bastions at diagonal cor-
ners, each commanding two sides of
the fort. Inside were eight houses
for the employees, and the different
shops.

Letellier tells us that those living
at the fort were divided into three
classes, of which the highest was
composed of the "white Indians," or
half-breeds. These were "the big
men of the country," because of their
knowledge of both English and Sioux
languages. This enabled them to act
as interpreters, and to conduct trade
with the Indians, who held them in
great esteem, and often invited them
to their feasts, when they were ex-
pected to bring with them their own
plate, on which was served dog stew.

Generous portions of this were
given, and when the visitors could
not dispose of it all himself, he

had the foresight to take with them
at mealtime.

Letellier was soon promoted to
first class, but even then did not
find his meals satisfying. Provi-
sions were held at exceedingly high
rates at the company store, a dollar
a pound being asked for corn, sugar,
coffee, and flour. In his leisure time.
Letellier trapped, catching one hun-
dred and twenty-five wolves and red
foxes. Through the sale of these, he
was enabled to buy some of the lux-
uries as he craved, and the store car-
ried.

In the middle of January, 1851, a
party of five started out from the
fort to trade with a neighboring In-
dian camp, earring their goods in
three two-wheeled carts drawn by
mules. The weather was mild and
favorable for the journey when they
left. They had not been gone long,
however, when the wind rose, and a
blizzard of unusual severity set in.
The next day two of the traders ar-
rived at the fort with the information
that two of their number were frozen
to death, and that another, wrap-
ped in blankets, was buried in the
snow. A rescue was at once dispatch-

ed to bring in the dead, and the
man in the snow, who eventually
recovered. At this time, of forty
Indians who were hunting, thirty suc-
cumbed to the cold.

Before being transferred to Fort
Union, Letellier took part in the fun-
eral of the Sioux chief Iron Horse.
who "in singing gave up his last
breath," and thus describes it:
"After having made the coffin and

covered it with scarlet cloth and
placed the defunct in it, old Fran-
coise L'Alsatien came up to the te-
pee with his heavy old two-wheeled
cart that had never been painted and
covered with dry mud. A large bull
covered with a rawhide harness was
hitched to this cart. We loaded the
coffin into the cart and started for
the Indian cemetery. Franenise stand-
ing by the side of his cart, driving

his old bull, old Henri Picotte, a
partner of the P. Choteau Fur com-
pany, and myself following behind

the cart, two squaws, hired by the
relatives of the defunct to do the
crying part of the ceremony under
the scaffold following behind us,
laughing and chattering while walk-
ing up slowly for it was a very hot
afternoon. Mr. Picotte was in shirt
sleeves /with his hands behind his
back, his head bowed down. He
broke the silence by saying to me,
'Dace, what a sight it would be if
such a funeral procession appeared

in the streets of St. Louis.' It would

be a unique one, but we would have
more followers than we have now, I
replied."

After the coffin was placed on the
scaffold the chiers bow and arrows
were laid on the coffin, and above
this was unfurled the Stars and
Stripes. A thunder shower being
Imminent, the white men left the
spot hurriedly for the fort, but were
caught in the storm. "A torrent of
rain was rushing all around, yet we
could hear the crying of the squaws.
They were doing it so loud and fine,
to please their friends, who had
hired them for that purpose."

Railways Gain Business

Montana railways enjoyed better
business in June of this year than the
same month in 1924, according to
figures completed by the state rail-
way commission. A total of 1.614
more carloads of commodities was
the extent of the increase. The
totals show that In June, 1924, the
railroads moved 21,688 cars to mar-
ket from the state while in June of
this year the figure reached 23,202
cars. Increased shipments are taken
to irldicate increased production and
a steady return to prosperity. Of the
11 railroads, the greatest tonnage
was handled by the Great Northern
which handled 7,989 cars. The
Northern Pacific moved 6,0119 cars.

London's only play doctor is a
woman, Agnes Pratt, who is employ-
ed by the big threatrical Interests
to alter and re-write Says to snit
the public taste.
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better than I have seen them in DURING MONTH OF JUNE
years," said R. C. Smith, for many
years a rancher of the valley, who
was in Missoula recently. Mr. Smith
retired from ranching about 15 years
ago and since then has made his
home at Long Beach, Cal. He visits
the old home nearly every summer.
"Th e ranchers have ere  goo crops. In

fact it looks like a real old-time
Montana summer to me up there
They have had some adversities dur-
ing the past few years, but I think
they are about overcome now and
that prosperity is back for an in-
definite period.
"The ranchers seem to be a little

better off all around than they have
been. It seems to me that the valley
is right in step with improved condi-
tions that have become apparent
throughout all of the west."

Wild Animals at State Fair
Another animal, a 3-year-old fe-

male bobcat, was added to the Mon-
tana State fair exhibit collection of
Secretary M. S. Carpenter when he
received a shipment from Hunter
Chauncey Groom at Lee. Mont. The
secretary now has a bobcat and two
young coyotes feeding in his back
yard at Missoula, and expects to re-
ceive several more.

EVERY FAMILY
SHOULD OWN AUTO
AN UNPARALLELED OPPORTUNI-
NITY FOR PURCHASING SER-
VICEABLE AUTOMOBILES
AT BARGAIN PRICES

Figures Based on Accurate Statistics
Point Out Advisability of Investing
Money in Rebuilt and Refinished
Cars.

Values are to De had now that
will probably never appear again,
according to George Buhler, Presi-
dent of the Buhler-Nash Company,
Great Falls. He states that an in-
vestment of $t now will actually
buy a 12 value and that re-built
automobiles are the only univers-
ally used commodity that offers
such an outstanding opportunity
for investment.
"There is absolutely no reason why

every family or each individual mem-
ber of a household should not now
own a reliable and dependable auto-
mobile," said Mr. Buhler. "When
'dad' takes the car the rest of the
family won't have to walk now."
A great many people have a wrong

idea about what they term "used
cars", continued Mr. Buhler. "Every
automobile is 'used' the first time it
is driven around the block." "The
point is this: Every machine has a
certain length of life built into it,
just the same as a human being or
an animal."

You would not call a six year old
horse "second hand." Neither should
you feel that a car that has been
driven ten or twenty thousand miles
or even longer, is necessarily unfit
for further travel."

At the Mid-Northern camp in the
Kevin-Sunburst oil field is a gas
engine that is used to pump the oil
from a number of wells. This gas
engine has repeatedly been run for
several months at a time without
stopping—and it was only stopped
then to allow the hooking on of an-
other well to pump. This engine has
been working almost continuously
for two years, and what most people
do not know is that this engine will
continue to perform its duty for
another ten or fifteen years.

"Statistics absolutely prove that
we are selling mechanically sound
rebuilt automobiles at prices that are
equivalent to $2.00 in value for each
$1.00 invested, and we are so sure
of our contention ," said Mr. Buhler,
"that we do not hestitate to say that
it will pay anyone living in Montana
to take the train to Great Falls and
drive home one of these cars."

It is infinitely preferable to own a
high grade re-finished and re-fitted
machine, good for thousands of miles
of true service, than a cheap new
one.
An investment

make every mile
than an apology.

George Buhler asks that you write
him a letter at Great Falls and sim-
ply state about how much money you
would like to invest in a thoroughly
good, dependable automobile. He will
be glad to answer yoll immediately
and to give you the benefit of his
experience so that your investment
whether for cash or on monthly pay-
ments will bringyou reaLservice.and
a joy in ownership.—Adv.

of this kind will
a pleasure rather

oCotleura Soap for tha Complexion.
Nothing better than Cuticura Soak
daily and Ointment now and 'hen at
needed to make the complexion clear,
scalp clean and hands soft and,white
Add to this the fascinating, fragrant
rutieura Talcum and you have the
Cuticura Toilet Trio.—Adv.
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Average of Bitter Root's Fine Milk-
ers was 779 Pounds of Milk Fat
for Same Period: David Lea Is
Owners of Whining Herd.

Lucy Princess Johanna, Holstein
cow owned by David Lea and Son of
Stevensville was the high cow test-
ing association milk producer in
Slontana for the month of June,
with 2211 pounds of milk and 81.6
pounds of butter fat. Jennie of the
Yellowstone County Association,
owned by Jan Jansma was second
and white Heifer of the Lake County
Association owned by Bakke &
Foundberg was third.
The Bitter Root Co* Testing As-

sociation was the high organization
in butter fat production for the
month. The 24 herds with 308 cows
produced an average of 779 pounds
of milk fat during the month. Elmo
Briggs is the tester in the Bitter
Root.

h
T 

Lake County Association with
35 herds of 363 cows produced 757
pounds of milk, 30.3 pounds of but-
ter fat, and had 60 cows in the 40
pounds class. J. C. Paisley is the
tester. The Cascade County Associa-
tion with 22 herds of 667 cows.
averaged 831 pounds of milk and
2-8.7 pounds of butter fat. W. H.
English does the testing in Cascade
county.he  T

high herd of more than 15
cows for the month of June also
went to David Lea and Son of the
Bitter Root Association. Their Hol-
steins produced 1222 pounds of milk
and 44 pounds of butter fat as a
monthly average. The herd of Bakke
and Faundberg of Lake county av-
eraged, 893 pounds of milk and 33.9
pound .yclass. J. C. Paisley is the
designated as No. 12 of the Cascade
county Association averaged 1078
pounds of milk and 35.7 pounds of
butter fat. The Holstein herd of
Jan Jansma of the Yellowstone As-
sociation averaged 991.8 pounds of
milk and 35.2 pounds of butter fat.

Among herds of less than 15 cows
the Guernsey herd of Jos. H. Fetcher
of the Bitter Root averaged 1233
pounds of milk and 52 pounds of
butter fat. L. McCarthy's Jerseys in
Isslie county averaged 1044 pounds
of milk and 48.1 pounds of butter
fat and herd No. 18 of Cascade
county averaged 1146 pounds of
milk and 37.8 pounds of butter fat.

During the month of June a new
member joined the Bitter Root As-
sociation. In Lake county, Mr.
Paisley discovered she cream separa-
tors that were losing butter fat, and
adjustments were made during the
month tosprevent such losses. Appli-
cations for the national dairy honor
roll have been filed for nine dairy-
men in the Yellowstone County Asso-
ciation and 10 of the Lake County
Association.

OULTR Y WANTED
We are In the market every day for
live chickens, turkeys, ducks ano

geese. Highest market prices paid, accord-
ing to quality on day of arrival. Montana
!dent and Commission Co., Butte, Montana.

About Farming
(From Montana State College)

Labor saving devices and short
cut farming methods are being stud-
ied by farmers of Roosevelt county,
co-operating with representatives of
the United States Department of
Agriculture. It is planned to in-
vestigate the inventions and discov-
eries of different farmers and to ex-
tend their use more generally among
the farmers of the count ywhere they
are applicable.

0 0 0
Preparations are being made for

holding three community fairs in
Choteau county this fall. With a
good corn acreage and prospects of
an excellent crop, boys and girls
clubs completing a successful season
of effort, and a renewed interest in
live stock, the fairs promise to bring
out some unusually fine exhibits.

• 0
A county wide farmers picnic of

Lincoln county farmers was held at
Dicky Lake near Trego, August 15.
This was the first picnic embracing
the entire county ever held in Lin-
coln county and was well attended.
The event was the result of the co-
operative efforts of the community
clubs at Trego and Fortine.

• • •
County agent R. E. Bodley has

been selected chairman of the fair
board for Gallatin county. At two
meetings of the board in July, plans
were made for the coming county
fair with every indication that the
reopening ot the Gallatin  iar will
establish new records in attendance
and exhibits.

0 0 0
Alton Sharp, garden club member

of Rosebud, can testify that 4-H
club work pays. He has established a
rather extensive market gardening
business and so far this season has
sold over $35 worth of produce from
his small tract of land. His custo-
mers report his vegetables as being
of excellent quality and many of his
orders are repeat orders.

O 0 0
Farm women of the Canyon Creek

and East Laurel communities in Yel-
lowstone county took part in hot
pack canning demonstrations during
July.

O 0 0
Cascade county farmers are con-

stantly on the quest for the latest
and best information, and the county
extension office has become the
clearing house for such service. Dur-
ing July 155 farmers called at the
office for information, 92 called by
phone and 172 letters were written

To Make More Money--
Send for our FREE booklet,
"Raising Silver Foxes Profita-
bly." It tells the truth of the
profits to be made. Send your
name and address—today!

United States Silver
Fox Farms

214 Hutton Bldg.
Spokane, Washington

Ranches: Spokane, Minn-
eapolis, Shasta Springs.

in answer to inquiries. In addition
the extension office sent out 204
bulletins on agricultural subjects
and sent out three circular letters to
1275 farmers dealing with seasonal
matters.

# • *
The annual Flathead county farm

picnic was held in Zimmerman Park.
Creston in July with more than 600
farmers and their families in attend-
ance. The speakers included W. S.
McCormack, lieutenant governor of
Montana, Ralph Tower, state senator
from Lake County and J. C. Taylor,
director of the Montana Extension
Service.

• *
The standardization of barley in

Prairie county is going along rapid-
ly. Hannschen is the variety selected
as the best adapted for the conditions
in the county. This variety is on the
approved list of the Montana Seed
Growers' Association, and it is es-
timated that enough registered seed
will be secured from this season's
plantings to insure a sufficient sup-
ply of seed for all county needs next
spring.

0 0 0
The sugar beet growing tests in

Lewis and Clark county are showing
up well. Many farmers believe that
the results of this year's work will
demonstrate that sugar beet growing
can be depended upon in Helena
Valley and that it will lead to the
establishment of a sugar factory at
the capital city. Sugar beet special-
ists visiting the test plots have ex-
pressed themselves as highly pleased
with the results.

0 0 0
Tuberculosis eradication work is

being pushed in Sheridan county.
Tests of a number of herds during
July revealed no reactors. The
county commissionetis have voted to
provide transportation for testers to
any community in the county where
testing is desired.

Danish women have had the muni-
cipal vote since 1908.

Ohio has more tha n30,000 women
wage-earners.

A flawless emerald is worth more
than a diamond of the same weight.

Say "Bay er" - Insist!
For Colds Headache

Pain Lumbago

Neuralgia Rheumatism

Accept only a

Bayer package

which contains proven directions
Handy "Bayer" boxes of 12 tablets
Also bottles of 24 and 100--Druggists

A.4pirin the trade mark of Bayer Manu-
facture of Monoaeetfrachtexter of Salicylleacid

Is this the end
of baking failures?

Whatever you bake is sure to turn
out right with this amazingly good flour...every time!

We guarantee every sack to act the same way
whenever you bake. If you have never baked
with it—there's a real treat in store for you.
Try it.

In the first place—we make Rex Flour from the
choicest Montana wheat.

Nothing less.

It must be the highest protein wheat grown
in the state and you know what that means,

- ivIontana wheat has the gzdiatest protein value
of any wheat grown. Rex Flour is, therefore,.
a big carrier of strength and energy.

Tested at the mill—to make your baking uniform.

We test this amazingly good flour by baking
with it ourselves. To be sure that every sack
of Rex Flour Will act in the same good way in
your oven—whenever you bake.

If you have never tried Rex do so today. You
will be delighted. Royal Milling Co., Great
Falls, Montana.

Our Direct Guarantee
to You

Order • sack today. Bake •nything
you like. If you are not satisfied
that Rex is the most uniform flour
you have ever baked with. return
the unused portion to your dealer.
He will give you back the full
price you paid.We will repay him.

REX FLOUR
R.  M. Oa

Tested at she mill for faciform bakimr. Milled
from kirk'''. promise Montana hard ielmal
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