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CHIEF FORESTERROAD PROBLEMS Duncan MacDonald Describes Trading • TO VIEW ROUTE1 Posts Where He Lived His BoyhoodVRGES EDITORS TO HELP SOLVE
SITUATION CONFRONTLNO

TREASURE STATE

ekickeon Says There is a Need for
Lucid and Comprehensive State-
ment of Conditions So That the
Peeple Can improve „Xhein.

The need for a lucid and com-
prehensive statement of Montana's
road problem, methods for its
proper and successful solution and
means for financing the develop-
ment of a system suited to the
highest development of the state,
was emphasized by Governor J. E.
Erickson in an address before the
editors attending the 40th annual
convention of the Montana State
Press association in Livingston.
Good roads, the governor said, are
essential to the proper develop-
ment of the state and are neces-
sary if it is to attain its rightful
place in the civilization of the na-
tion.
"To get better roads in Montana

it will be necessary for the editors
to assist in the conduct of a cam-
paign of education," the governor
said, "for the people of the state will
quickly respond to the situation if
they understand it."

Nearly every one agrees, he said,
that the road problem is one of the
greatest confronting the state but are
not agreed on its exact phases of the
best methods of solving it, and it was
for this reason that the chief execu-
tive urged all those interested lz
'better highways to get together and
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A new full set
Champions every
10,000 miles will
greatly improve
gine performance and
pay for themselves
oil and gas saved.

Champion X for Fords 60e. Blue
Box for ail ocher can, 75C. More
than 95,000 dealers sell Cham-
pions. You will know the gen-
uine by the double -ribbed core.

Champion Spark Plug
Toledo, Ohio

Windsor, One., London. Paris

piedlik,..

iff,:tkpION
- . v. ....

164iiii[

111111

of

en-

in

Co.

Mining
Supplies
Station Pumps

Sinking Pumps

Electric Hoists

Repuano Gelatine Powder

Drills

Compressors

Sirocco Ventilating Fans

Anything and Everything

You May Need for Mining

Mail Orders Solicited

ACM
HARDWARE
HOUSE

Butte Montana
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(By M. E. PLASSMANN)

66 FOYLE come here and expectp
me to tell them in a couple of
hours all that has happened

to me in a lifetime. That is not the
way. They should stay around and
talk with me.a
Such was the inauspicious open-

ing of my second interview with
Duncan MacDonald, when I had
made the modest request that he
should tell the most interesting in-
cidents he could recall. Evidently
he was not in a communicative
mood that morning, and what I
learned from him, I found, must
be acquired with patience, and less
general questions, but, seated un-
der the welcome shelter of a large
cottonwood in his back yard. I
could afford to wait until he chose
to speak.
To my first question he began

the story, already told, of his act-
ing as interpreter for White Bird,
in his negotiations with Captain
Baird, who was sent to obtain the
Nez Perces surrender, and his re-
turn to the United States. One fact
was brought out, which I have
never seen in print. MacDonald
said that when White Bird met Sit-
ting Bull, the latter was at the
head of two thousand warriors on
his way to join Chief Joseph. When
he saw White Bird, he knew lie
was too late, and wept bitterly.
This verifies Joseph's statement
that had he held out a little longer
—and he could have done so—
neither Howard nor Miles would
have been left alive, as friends were
on their way to reinforce him.
"Where did your father serve at

Hudson's Bay posts before coming
•to the Flathead?" I asked.

"All over the Northwest," Mac-
Donald replied. "He first came to
one of the posts on Hudson flay,
and he spent one winter at York
Factory. And that reminds me,"
he continued, "that I once bet with
A. B. Hammond. He claimed that
there was no such post as York
Factory, and I showed him he was
wrong. Then another time he bet
I could not shoot as far with an ar-
row into a piece of wood, as he
could with his six-shooter, and I
won, although the arrow I used
had a wooden point."

Rising from his chair with the
remark, "I will show you how this
happened," MacDonald left me and
returned an instant later with a
long slender shoot of what I took to
be willow, which he had stripped
of its leaves, and remeved the bark
ha he came. He also brought with
him a piece of wood. Directing my
attention to it, he said the bullet
and arrow followed the direction
of the grain, and not across it. The
arrow, slender and pointed, split
the grain, while the bullet broke it
down and matted it so that the
missle could go no farther. "That is
an interesting point," remarked a
friend who accompanied me. "Be
sure to emphasize it."

MacDonald again seated himself,
and began to fashion an arrow, ex-
plaining as he worked, that such
weapons were net used for large
game. Before the coming of the
whites flint points were attached to
the wooden shafts. Afterwards
Iron points took their place.
"Did you ever hunt buffalo here

on the ieservation?" I inquired.
"No, they were never here in

large numbers in my day," Then
he added, 'I once shot a man with
a wooden arrow."

"Tell us about it please," I
hastened to say.
"Well you see -there were a lot

of pigeons at a certain place, and
we boys used to shoot them to
pluck their tail feathers for our ar-
rows. An ill-natured man caught
us doing this once--at least he
caught some of us, but I ran away
and took refuge in a building. The
man came after me. I told him not
to touch me. He tried to do so,
and I shot him in the leg. This
made him furious, and he rushed
towards me. I said, 'Stand back. I
shot you once, and I'll shoot you
again.' He took the warning and
came no farther. I never knew
whether he told my father. If he
did 90, nothing was ever said to me
about it."
"Can you tell us how many

buildings there were at the post
here, and how they were ar-
ranged?" was my next query.

Rapidly smoothing off with his
foot the sand in front of us, he
drew with his arrow as a pencil, the
plan of the post, explaining as he
traced around a central square the
four buildings. "No this was not
Ft. Connah or Coons., as it should
be spelled. That was the one begun
by McArthur, which Chief 511-lips-
too advised my father to abandon,
and to build near the spring where
stood eventually, Fort Flathead. That
was the name of the post my father
built. Fort Coona was in the bend of
itireieek wherrYou sail the grave-.
yard. My father and mother are
buried there."

agree upon a lucid and comprehen-
sive statement of the problem. With
that before the people, he believes it
will be an easy matter to arrive at
methods for Its proper and success-

Ifni solution.
In arriving at. means for financing

a system suited to the highest de-
velopment of the state, the governor
suggested that natural conditions and
the amount the people are able to
contribute to road building should
be taken into consideration. It is
desired that emphasis be placed upon
the industrial demands of the state.
as well as the tourist travel, the gov-
ernor concluded.

Preceeding his talk on good roads,
Governor Erickson said that the
proper adjustment of the federal re-
clamation question in Montena Is of
tremendous importance and he urged
Montana editors to forget partisan-
ship and to work wholeheartedly
with the agencies that are trying to
make this adjustment.
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"Why was it called Fort Coons'!"
I interpolated.
"That I never heard. It might

have been after some of the Hud-
son's Bay people. When Si1-110s-
too died, my father buried him
there in an abandoned house."

I had difficulty in writing the
name of the Flathead chief, and
noting it. MacDonald took pencil
and notebook from me, to set it
down. "How did you gain your ed-
ucation?" I asked him.
"Education I never had any ed-

ucation."
"But you have. You show it in

the language you use, and in your
writing."

Without excusing himself, or
stating his errand, he abruptly left
us, and entered a small house that
seemingly is used as a storehouse,
from which he emerged after a
short time, bearing an account
book, which he handed me for in-
spection, remarking with fully jus-
tified pride, "I wrote that." There
with no, erasements or blots were.
set down in orderly manner let-
ters and figures as accurate as if
engraved. It is not often that
such perfect writing is seen today.
No wonder I wished to know how
he became such an adept.
"All the education we ehildren

had," he volunteered, "we gained
from schooling received at the fort
two hours a day, from some of the
employees. ' There were some smart
men among them." I could have
added, "there were some fine minds
among the pupils." Speaking three
languages, Duncan Mac Donald
makes fewer mistakes in English
than the average high school stu-
dent, and writes better than the
graduate of a business college.
With greater opportunities, he
would have gone far.
One writer has said of the In-

dian. "He is not a different sort of
being than his civilized brother; he
has the same capacities, mental and
moral, but less fully developed; his
evolution has been arrested,. or
rather retarded at a lower level."
This explains why many of the
mixed bloods show remarkable in-
telligence. Especially is this the
case with those who were early re-
moved from the Indians, and
brought up among educated whites.
Duncan MacDonald, without these
advantages surpasses many who
have had them.

While I was thinking this, the
arrow, in the hand of MacDonald,
was marking out Fort Flathead.
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"The Light of a Thousand Uses"
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Around the center square or ob-
long, the four buildings were
grouped. On the west side was the
house where MacDonald was born,
and his father died. South was the
kitchen, or what served as a kit-
chen part of the time. East was
the warehouse, and north stood the
trading house. (The points of theI compass may not be accurate, butI are as I recall them.) Here the

'Indians came to sell their furs andbuy supplies.
1 There was no stockade, as was
lcustomary, around the post, be-
cause, undoubtedly, of the proved

:friendship of the Flatheads for the
!whites. The logs for the build-
ings were hewed. But one of them
remains today. The rest form a
huge pile of fallen logs.
"Was the fort never attacked by

th.‘ Blackfeet? If so, it would have
afforded apparently slight protec-
tion to its inmates," I said. And
then I remembered the great logs
that lie mouldering on the plateau
above Post Creek, and mark the
site of the fort. With the loop-
holes provided, they could have
withstood a long siege.
"No, the Blackfeet never at-

tacked us, but they did my father,
once when he was at Iron Moun-
tain, or rather I should say sur-
prised him, and he was forced to
purchase his safety by giving lie
almost all the supplies he had with
him. They then went away; but
somewhere, either going or com-
ing.-they met a hunter of the party,
named Finlay and killed him."
There are two lakes MacDonald,

the lower one being named for An-
gus MacDonald ,and Duncan claims
tbiat the upper one received its
name from him.
"In 187S," runs his story, "I

went north, and on a large tree
near Lake MacDonald, I carved
my name. This was discovered af-
ter the formation of Glacier Na-
tional Park, and led, I have under-
stood to the naming of the lake."

These bits of information we
gleaned of early days, were sand-
wiched in between talks on other
subjects, until the time allotted our
stay was ended, and we took leave
of our host reflecting that while
there was nothing remarkable in
the tales he had told, they would
help to adorn the dull warp of his-
tory, making it a tapestry pictur-
ing the early life of the Northwest.

'COVERED WAGON'
THEIR BIRTHPLACE
THREE PIONEERS AT RECENT

CONVENTION IN BOZEMAN
BORN ON PLAINS

Montana Society Selects Fort Benton
for Its 1920 Meeting Place; Charles
M. Russel, Famous Cowboy Artist,
Made Honorary Member.

Three pioneers attending the
, annual meeting of the Montana
I Society of Pioneers at Bozeman,
I were born in a covered wagon on
, the way to Montana in 180.41. They ,1
/ are Mrs. August Trask and Mrs.
' Anna Podeen of Deer Lodge, and

I William Belles of Bozeman, for-
merly of Butte.
The honor of cutting the large

log cabin cake presented by A
' Bozeman bakery for the picnic
lunch at Bozeman hot springs for
the .pioneers and sons and daugh-
ters was accorded Mrs. Mary A.
Showers of Anaconda, who arri-
ved in Montana in June, 1863, the
earliest woman pioneer present.
Mrs Trask nearly had the honor as

she came in August, 1863; W. A.
Clark,III., the newly elected presi-
dent of the Society of Sons and
Da ughleira -Or Brenta na Pioneers, 'VMS
called upon to assist in cutting the
cake, 'a piece being served to every
guest. The cake was enclosed in a
log cabin coated with chocolate and
sugar and it was a surprise to the
visitors.

Golden Wedding.
Three couples, pioneers, were pres-

ent who had celebrated their gold-
en wedding. M. W. Penwell, who
come in 1863, and his wife, who came
as a bride with him in 1867, and
who are living on the Penwell ranch
12 miles north of Bozeman; A. D
Maynard, who came in 1864, and
brought his bride le 1870, and are
residents of Madison county, and
S. F. Tpttle, a pioneer of 1864, and
his wife, who was also a pioneer of
the same year, though they were
not married until 1873 in Montana.
They reside at Boulder. Mr. Tuttle
was re-elected treasurer of the pio-
neers' society at the meeting here.

Jesse Patterson of Helena, who
was 88 years old in February, was
in Bozeman for the pioneers' mee.Z.-
ing with his daughter, Mrs. Mary
Darlington of Three Forks, visiting
his grandson, George Darlington, a
county commissioner of Gallatin
county. Mr. Patterson and his fam-
ily came across the plains in 1864,
with what is known as the Town-
send train, the same train in which
Mrs. W. J. Beall of Bozeman and
her family came. He and Mrs. Beall
had an enjoyable visit together at
the meeting. Mrs. Patterson died
in Helena seven years ago.

Dances Jig.
T. L. Tillery of Josephine, in Gal-

latin county, who contributed to the
enjoyment of the pioneers of Galla-
tin county and the sons and daugh-
ters at their annual gathering in
February by dancing the old-time
Jig, shared honors at the dance fol-
lowing the dinner at Bozeman hot
springs with T. J. Lynch of Virgin-
la City.

Fort Benton was selected by the
Montana Society of Pioneers for the
1926 meeting. Mrs. Mary Valiton
was elected prtatident of the society,
the first woman ever to hold the po-
sitoin. Chariots M. Russell, famous

I
cowboy artist, win elected honorary
member of the society. i

COLONEL GREELEY SAYS HE
WILL INSPECT COOKE

CITY PROPOSAL

teal Lodge Boosters Are Advised That
Head of Forest Service Will Spend
Two Weeks In Beartooth Moun-
tains Investigating Proposed New
Road.

That United States Forester
Greely is keenly interested in the
Red Lodge-Cooke City Iroad pro-
ject and that barring the unfor-
seen, will spend two weeks trav-
ersing the route was the report to
the Beartooth boosters at Red
Lodge recently by G. A. Jeffery,
Dr. J. C. F. Siegfriedt and Secre-
tary 0, H. P. Shelley, following
their conference with Mr. Greeley
at Mammoth in Yellowstone re-
cently.
Mr. Greeley displayed an enthus-

iastic interest in the proposed road,
according to Mr. Shelley. He is par-
ticularly desirous of personally in-
vestigating the Cook ore deposits to
ascertain for himself the commercial
possibilities and usefulness of the
road. To this end he assured the
committee that as soon as he has
completed his trip into the Teton
mountains and met with the congres-
sional committee on public lands at
Denver and later at Helena or Butte,
he will come to Red Lodge and out-
fit for a two-week pack trip over the
proposed route to Cooke City.
"Our interview was, withal, very

satisfactory," said Mr. Shelley.
Colonel Greeley spoke little of the

official reconnaissance made in July
by Fred Theizne, R. T. Ferguson and
Bernie Kitt, but assured members of
the committee that even a 7 percent
grade would not be out of the ques-
tion on such a road. None of the
preliminary surveys reported grades
in excess of 6 per cent at any point.

An Editor's Safety Box.
The editor of the Jefferson Valley

News in Whitehall is considering
the rental of a safety deposit box for
the purpose of protecting "lost and
found" articles yet uncalled for at
his office. Among the articles which
he says will be placed in the glossy
black box in the event he carries out
his plans are one "sweet little ba-
ble's shoe" one woman's hat, Par-
isian model; a network of pink and
lavender, alleged to hold "about five
quarts;" also one pair of false teeth
which were found on the highway.
A few pairs of ear muffs may be auc-
tioned off the coming winter. The
teeth are said to be in fine condition
and do not need filling. The hat
might be becoming to a bronze bru-
nette, he said.

The United States army has de-
veloped a gun which shoots three
miles farther than the famous French
75s, used so extensively in the world
war. The weight of the two guns is
the same.
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1 Your Grain
Economical Way

E YOUR 4 4;CZr/V1
TWO-TON TRUCK

A Ford equipped with War-
ford Auxiliary Tranamisslon
Is the ideal Truck for hauling
grain or other farm products.Rapid on good roads—mightypulling power in heavy sand
or mud—into the field or out
with full load—passenger car
swiftness for return trip make
it the most economical two tonhauling unit.
Two-ton ruggedness is builtinto the Ford 'Truck.
Two-ton Power is suppliedby the famous Ford engine.

Watford is the link betweenthe two--coupl Inc bull-dog
strength and speed with Ford
dependability and economy.

Doubles the Power
30% More Speed
25% Saving on Gas

Be sure its a Warford—it has proven its worth
See Your Ford Dealer or Send this Coupon for Prices
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M-cGEE-WHITE CORPORATION
1313 Hennepin Ave., Dept. G, Minneapolis, Minn.

I
Please send me full informatIon—without obligation on my Pin.
Name  

Address  Town  
( ) I have a Ford Truck ( ) I expect to have one (Please chfck which)
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A lilootano life Policy—There Is None Better L
—Creates a retiriment fungi-for one's-Tater years.
Guards the family against uncertainties of the future.
Lifts the mortgage on farm or home when death occurs.
Provides protection no ordinarily prudent person should

be without.

MONTANA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
A. C. Johnson

President
HELENA

Enduring as the mountains.
H. R. Cunningham

Vice President and Manager
MONTANA 01
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Read the Wonderful Stories of Montana's
Agricultural Development and Comeback

WORLD NEWS

EDITORIALS

In

Montana
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Newspaper

ALSO FEATURING

STATE NEWS
PICTORIAL NEWS

Associated Press
North American Newspaper Alliance Service

New York Herald-Tribune Features
Central Press

The Best Edited Newspaper in Montana
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