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11074DAVID THOMkON, FAMOUS WESTERN EXPLORER, FIRST WHITE

MAN TO CLIMB MOUNT JUMBO OVERLOOKING MISSOULA'S SITE

t (t It I  0 rar-- 1

BY WILL CAVE.

W
HO was the first white man
to stand upon the summit of
Mount Jumbo, which over-

looks Missoula? No, I am not going
to lay claim to any such distinction,
even if in April, 1878, Charles Mc-
Whirk an I did play a game of mar-
bles on the tip top, It being certain
that no other two small boys may dis-
pute our being the first and probably
the only youngsters to essay the na-
tional spring pastime at that par-
ticular point.

Merely the first ascent of this
mountain by a white person seems
to have left no perceptible imprint
upon the history of Missoula and
therefore calculated to arouse no
great curiosity, yet when we may es-
tablish the precise date and that
more than a century ago and that it
was accomplished by the man in
whose honor within the month past
"The Upper Missouri Expedition„ un-
veiled a monument at Verendrye, N.
D., it may be worth your while to
listen. In March 8, 1925, issue of
The Missoulian appeared the story
of the discovery near Thompson Falls
of that which I have every reason
to believe is the remains of "Saleesh
House" built by David Thompson in
November and December, 1809.

But just a day or two following
the publication of the article referred
to, there was received at the Public
Library there a copy of "David
Thompson the Explorer," by Charles
Norris Cochrane the book published
by the MacMillan company of Toron-
to Canada, in June 1925. This is
an extremely interesting, though
rather brief volume concerning the
life and activities of the great ex-
plorer. Cochrane acknowledges in-
deptedness to J. B. Tyrell, also of
Toronto, for much of the informa-
tion in the book, taken from Tyrell's
"Thompson Narrative" prepared for
the Champlain Society of Toronto.

Pecularily interesting to Missoula
people should be the fact that the
very last trip, exploring "new" coun-
try, made by David Thompson, was
that in which he climbed to the top
of Mount Jumbo, after which he also
went to Flathead lake.

"The Famous Fort Astoria."
During the previous year Thomp-

son had travelled by canoe and by
horse from Saleesh House to the Ket-
tle Falls of the Columbia and thence
had descended the latter river to its
mouth. Cochrane says: "To Tongue
point, beyond which they had a full
view of the ocean. To the left, not
more than a couple of miles distant,
they behsld four log huts, construct-
ed of timbers newly cut—in the
words of Thompson, "the famous
Fort Astoria of John Jacob Astor"
and the United States."
• • • "The following winter
Thompson spent inspecting his var-
ious posts and distributing among
them additional supplies of goods
which he had received from beyond
the mountains. From Saleesh House
he rode east along Clark's fort to a
hill within the limits of the present
city of Missoula, and from thence
he was able to trace the route of
Lewis and Clark through the Bitter
Root mountains to the banks of
Snake river. In the spring he was
once more back to Kettle Falls where
the furs from the winter's hunt were
being collected. • • • By the 22nd
of April, his preparations were com-
plete. The brigade set off by way of
the Columbia, Athabasca Pass, and
Churchill river route to Fort Wil-
liam. • • • Thus did Thompson
bid adieu forever to the Great North-
west."

In 1807 Thompson had crossed the
Rocky Mountains from the Saskat-
chewan and built his "Kootenay
Houser-on the upper Columbia near
Lake Windermore. Cochrane says:
"With the coming of spring began
the exploring of the .country. Leav-
ing Finan McDonald in charge at
Kootenay House, Thompson embark-
ed with four voyageurs on the 20th
of April. 1808, and paddled through
Lake Windermere to the source of
the Columbia. From thence, an easy
portage of two miles across a glassy
plain brought him to a fine stream
flowing south, the Kootenay river
today." • • • "On the 14th of
May, having followed the winding
course of the stream southward
across the present international
boundary and northward again as
far as Kootenay lake, they at length
came upon ten teepees of Indians.
"During all this time, they had

shot nothing except for a few ante-
lope and they were nearly famished.
Once they came upon a carcass of
an antelope, on which an eagle was
feeding. Chasing the bird, they
seized the meat, but it was tainted
and made them all sick. The follow-
ing day they encountered the Indians.
These however, had nothing to offer
the white men except a few dried
carp and some bitter black bread
made of the moss collected from the
barls'of the resinous fir and larch.
Owing to the floods to paddle home
against the current was impossible.
Thompson therefore laid up his ca-
noe, bought horses from the Istdians
and engaged a guide who undertook
to lead him overland by a well-known
native trail northeast along the valley
of the Grand Quete river to Kootenay
House."
"Thompson had uow to conduct the

winter's hunt all the way east to
Rainy River House, and bring sup-
pl-les for the following year. When
Thompson reached Kootenay House
the season was too far advanced to
allow of further exploration. He
therefore sent Titian McDonald to
open a trading house at Kootenay
Falls, while he remained for the win-
ter at the post, taking observations
and trading with the Indians. In
the following spring, he had once
more to cross the mountains with
furs, but by midsummer he was back
at his house ready, to prosecute is
discoveries further to the south.

The Saleesh Welcome Him.
"To the south of the Kootenay

0  

was a ridge of mountainous counr of the plains. Thompson had guns,
try, intersected, however, by well ammunition and iron arrowheads for
marked Indian trails running north trade, but he warned them that in
and south. These trails he was told, order to procure these advantages,
led to another great river, parallel they must learn to be industrious in
with the Kootenay and, like it, flow- hunting for beaver and other furs,
ing mainly to the west. This river and cease spending their days and
now known as Clark's Fork) he nights in gambling—the pet vice of
made up his mind to explore. His the savage. This they eagerly prom-
point of departure was from Ugly ised to do. It was the end of Sept-
Head's (Kootenay chief) encamp- ember before he had finished the
ment, near the present site of Bon- construction of his new post (Kully-
Der's Ferry, Idaho. There he laid spell House), and he followed it UP.up his canoes, and borrowed horses by constructing a second post, Saleesh
from the Kootenays for the journey Ilouse, sixty miles further east along
across country. A two day's ride the river. From Saleesh House, he
brought him to the Clark's Fork at had only to ride out to the great
the point where it expands to form camp of the Salish Indians near Flat-
Lake Pend d'Oreille. Here he was head lake in order to secure the
met by a large deputation of Saleesh promise of their trade."
Indians, who welcomed him with The brief reference to Thompson's
presents and gave him every aegis- visit to this vicinity excited my de-
tance in finding a site suitable for sire to learn of it more specifically.
the erection of a post. Their joy was I communicated with Professor Coch-
easy to understand, for they were rane, asking for further information
armed merely with a few rude Ian- concerning this and several other
ces and .flint-headed arrows utterly- points. In a most courteous reply,
useless in warfare against the Indians Cochrane enclosed a copy of Thomp-

son's journal, as follows:
The Journal of Thompson.

"1812. February 25, Tuesday.
Went to the Indian Camp (on Flat-
hea(i river near Jocko creek) and got
the loan of two men, the Gauche, as
a guide etc. to go & examine the
country to the S. E. Mr. F. Mc-
Donald to trade provisions. & at
10:10 A. M. set off and went up the
Brook (Jocko) & held on up it to
near the mountains, hence we went
up a hill which having crossed we
rode along the woods on the) and
mountains on the (to a narrow defile
of abt. 1 m. long very bad with ice.
We then camped at the Sortie, late
in the evng—bad encampment &
Rain all night, to note the Courses
& on my return I shall then have
a better idea of the country. Feb-
ruary 26 Wednesday. A rainy night,
fine' morning at 8 1-2 A. M. Set off.
Came into fine Plains and Hills &
went up a high knowl ("jumbo")
from when I had a fine Prospect of
the country, here I made the follow
ing remarks—(note the following,

written on the top of Jumbo). "the
'bad weather gathering prevented me
from going farther. The country is
rapidly thawing. The horses sink
deep every step &fatgue march. From
?) the forks of Courter's (Colter's)
Branch (Hell Gate River), with the
Southern branch by which Capn.
Lewis came, (Bitter Root) join be-
fore me, bearing S 4 m from abt. 6
m beyond there is a defile by a bold
Brook (Lo Lo) up which Captn Lew-
is went to the first of the Shawpatin
Waters. The entrance bears S 12 E
10 m from whence he went W by S
to a height of land, then descending
the third day he came to where there
are Salmen (Salmon). The road is
from the Salmen westd, good for a
peace, Say 3-4 of a day. The Brook
is then bounded by high Crags, which
obliges them to cross high snowy
Mountains for 6 days to where he
built his canoes in Lewis's Fork.
(Clearwater). All these days are for
a person on foot—Capt'n Lewis him-
self and a small party returned by
Courte's (Colter's) Branch, the main

D. A. R. DEDICATES TABLET AT BANNACK
TO MARK EARLIEST CAPITOL OF MONTANA
BOUT 160 persons who braved
the worst road conditions
Beaverhead county has known

this year gathered recently at Ban-
nock, one-time metropolis of a pio-
neer inland empire, to take part in
the dediciation of a tablet erected by
the Anaconda Copper Mining com-
pany under the auspices of the
Da.ughters of the American Revolu-
tion to mark for posterity a spot
which is to Montana what Plymouth
Rock is to America.
Among those assembled were many

sons and daughters of the pioneers
who blazed the trails over the prai-
ries and founded Bannock, first im-
portant gold camp in Montana, scene
of Vigilante activities, first territori-
al capital, site of the first legisla-
ture and first county seat of Beaver-
head county. The tablet, cast from
Montana metals by Montana artisans,
is embedded in a massive granite
boulder just across the street from
the old Mead hotel on a spot where
the elite of northwestern frontiers-
men sacrificed, worked and planned
to found the Treasure state.

Now Almost Ghost City
The occasion, impressive because

of the romantic history of the scene,
was made more reverent by the pres-
ence of men and women who knew
Bannock in its heyday, or by the
presence of men and women whose
forebears numbered among those
who first combed the district with
pick and pan and later founded a
government. Dignity also was given
the occasion by the contrast of Ban-
nock of the 60s, then the bustling
hub of colonization, and now almost
a ghost city, similar to others which
once broadcast the cries of gold
which echo in decadence.

Unveiling of the tablets was done
by Channing Stallings and Miss Jane
Stallings, children of Mr. and Mrs. G.
W. Stallings, who are descended from
Bannack's earliest residents.
The memorial was placed by Miss

Carolyn White, daughter of the late
Governor B. F. White, last of Mop-
tone's territorial governors.

Speakers on the program included
MisasleansBishon  oLDillon, chairman
of the historical spots committee of

-Lattra-T-sSentt of
Armstead, chairman of the old trails
marking committee of the D. A. It.;
Mrs. A. B. Keith( formerly state vice-
regent of the organization in Mon-
tana and now a regent of the chap-
ter in Spokane; David Hilger, secre-
tary of the Montana Historical soci-
ety; Mrs. C. A. Rasmussen, chairman
of the publicity and other committees
for the D. A. R.; Dr. F. H. Garver,
head of the history department of the
State Normal college at Dillon; Scott
Leavitt, congressman from the sec-
ond Montana district, and Washing-
ton J. McCormick, Jr., former con-
gressman and son of a pioneer Mon-
tana lawmaker.

Hazardous Roads
The attendance at the ceremony

started to gather about noon and at
1 o'clock a lunch was served. About
40 cars made their way through miles
of slippery, hazardous road to reach
Bannock, and the damaging rains of
the previous 36 hours prevented a
large attendance of persons residing
In Butte and more distant points.

After an invocation by the Rev.
E. E. Loft of Dillon. Miss Bishop
Led in the singing of "The Star Span-
gled Banner," and introduced Mrs.
Scott, who gave a short address laud-
ing the brilliant part women took' in
the pioneer days of the territory.

Mrs. Keith was next introduced.
She gave the greeting to Montana
women in the D. A. R. from mem-
bers of the organization in the state
of Washington.

Mr. Bulger accepted the beautiful
tablet for the state on behalf of Gov.
J. E. Erickson, who was unable to
attend, and he commended the D. A.
R. for splendid services in placing
markers at historical spots in Mon-
tana and for assisting in collecting
and preserving a truthful history of
the state.
"Let .the future historian ponder

when he reads the inscription on this
tablet," Mr. Hilger said in eulogiz-
ing the Bannack pioneers. "Let him
ponder upon the deeds of valor and
sacrifice made by the men and womb
en of that time. Let him contem-
plate for just a brief moment condi-
tions then existing in a new country
far from civilized communities; far
from the base of supply: the com-
forts of home and modern surround
Inge; among hostile Indians; with
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Tablet unveiled recently at Bannock, by Master Channing Stallings and Miss Janeof Bannock pineors. The ceremonies were under the auspices of the Daughters of theand the tablet is one of several made from Montana ores, designed and cast by Montanato the I). A. R. by the Anaconda Copper Mining Company.

Stallings, descendants
American Revolution,
artisans, and donated

storm and tompesa, drouth and dust,
injury and sickness; and you have
brief story of our Montana pioneer
when Bannock was in the making."

By Mrs. Rasmussen
Mrs. Rasmussen, head of the com-

mittee in charge of placing memo
rials for the D. A. R., then was in-
troduced. She told of the history and

tette -aim-s- -et- the -organize-4
and she told of the efforts made t•
the D. A. It. for many years to mark
and record history of American states
and colonies. In this regard she said:
"With a view toward the further-

ance of such endeavor, a plan was
inagurated last year by the Montana
State society, Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution, for the erection and
dediciation of two markers each
years—these to be placed on sites of
outstanding importance. This ac-
complishment has been made possi-
ble by the magnificent generosity of
aiontanabs greatest corporation—the
Anaconda Copper Mining company—
which undertook to construct and
donate the necessary markers. It is
a source of great state pride to know
that these tableta are made from na-
tive Montana copper and related ores
and are fashioned in our own state
by the ingenuity and handiwork of
Montana men.
"When the state markers commit-

tee of the D. A. It. (of which your
honored chairman is a member) met
In Butte in June this year, she so
impressed us with the super-emi-
nence, from a historic' viewpoint, of
the cite of old Bannock, that we dee
cided to place the first of the 1925
markers here. Less than half a
league distant from where we stand
passed the voyageurs of Lewis and
Clark, 120 years ago. Within the
sound of our voices occurred the stir-
ing events of the earliest of Mon-
tana's history. Bannack became the
cradle of Montana's first government,
crude though it was. Through the
exigencies of a fast-moving Pano-
rama of events, in a few years its
importance dwindled. That the good
deeds of those who dwelt bere shall
not go unrecorded, this 'tribute in
bronze is today being dedicated in
loving memory.

"It is a matter of great pride to
every Daughter of the American Rev-
olution in Montana today that Ben*-
erhead's chapter is sponsoring under
its auspices this occasion. I am grate-
ful to have had some little part in
the responsibility of this accomplish-
ment and am especially nleased to
have the fellowship of so many good
people from Southwestern Montana
at this gathering."

By Congressman Leavitt
Congressman Leavitt spoke on the

history of lawmaking, particularly
picturing the stress of the vigilante
days and the troubles met and con-
quered by early Montanans who set-
tled with an idea of building a pros-
perous commonwealth. He told of
the early legislature and the charac-
ters who devoted their fortunes, their
efforts and their lives to instill obedi-

to_ la_vz _and _order-
Former Congressman McCormick

made a brief talk, giving historical
facts and reciting interesting anec-
dotes which he learned from his fa-
ther, a member of the first territo-
rial legislature, which was held- on
the spot marked by the tablet.

In addition to the many residents
of Dillon and surrounding communi-
ties who were able to attend despite
unfortunate road conditions, there
were many widely known pioneers
among those who 'bared their heads
as the tablet was unveiled. Among
them were: George A. Bruffy, pio-
neer and author of a clever history
of early Montana: Dr. Mark B. At-
water of Helena, who practiced medi-
cine and surgery at Bannock 35 or
more years ago; Archie Gibson,
founder, of the first hotel in Montana,
whose place of business, the Gibson
House, is still operated at Bannack
on the spot where it was first opened
in 1885.
The inscription on the tablet which

was unveiled was as follows:
' "Bannock, Lewis and Clark
Trail, 1800; First Important (old
Camp, 1802; Scene of Vigilante
Activities. 1583; First Capital Ter-
ritory of Montana, 189.1-1805 ;
First County Seat Bea verhea

• County, 18414-1881. 1.,11S grateful
memory of the early pioneers who
f o n n d e d our commonwealth,
Vreeted by Montana State Society
of Daughters of the American Rev-
olution, 1925."

Historic Ground
The territory in and around Ban-

nock is indeed historic ground. That
part of Montana adjoining it has been
under the sovereignty of three flags
--the gonfalon of Spain, the tri-col-
or of France and the Stars and
Stripes. It has also been under thel
sovereignty of seven separate terri-
tories, and one state government.
Captain Clark, of the famous Lewis
and Clark expedition, passed through
or near Bannock in July, 18011, on the
return trip from the Columbia.

It was not until 1802, however,
that Bannock. which takes its name
.from the Bannock Indians, really
came into existence. It was the
that a party of straggling miners,
who were lost, discovered gold In
what was known as Grasshopper Dig-

gings. Others soon followed, and by
January, 1863, Bannock was a town
of 500 souls. Among them were
some of the wildest and most reck-
less adventurera, whose names and
misdeeds figure conspicuously in the
early history of the territory. It was
here that Plummer, afterwards hang-
ed by the Vigilantes, was elected
sh riff. It was also here .that the
first semblance of government in
Montana, crude though it was, began
to function. Bannock was included
as a part of Idaho territory, and
Beaverhead county was one of the
counties named in the creation of
that territory. Later, it was trans-
formed into Montana with its present
boundaries. This was in January,
1864. Bannack was named as the
first capital and remained as such
until the following,...year when the
capital was moved to Virginia City.
Gov. Sidney Edgerton, named by
President Lincoln, assumed office
here as the first territorial governor
and resided itt Bannock during his
incumbency of office. The first leg-
islative session ever held in the ter-
ritory was held at Bannock during
the winter of 1863-64. Bannock was
also named as the county seat of
Beaverhead county and so remained
until 1SS1, when the county seat
was moved to Dillon.

Hair-Raising Scare
Chief Joseph and his warring Nez

Perces • passed near Bannock when
that redoubtable chief waa making
his masterly retreat, after the battle
of the Big Hole in 1877. The report
of the approach of the red skins gave
the inhabitants a hair-raising scare,
but the village was not molested.

Mining activities in and about Ban-
nock deteriorated from time to time
and accordingly the population grad-
ually dwindled away. Today, there
are only a few families living in the
old deserted mining camp and none
of the historic buildings, which once
were edifices of government, remain
intact. There are a few remnants of
the old buildings where the legislat-
ive Sessions were held and also a
vestige remains of the old jail. Al-
though it is over 60 years since the
exciting days when Bannack was
known as one of the wildest mining
camps in the Nbrthwest, there are
still tneiraand women living here M
Montana who were participants in
the stirring events of those days.
title a few of these old pioneer pros-
(lore make their home in Butte,

Anaconda and Der Lodge, as well
as the neighboring towns of Dillon
and Virginia City.
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party took the rot i of the southern
Branch. The Sortie of the Southern
Branch (Bitter Root) from a range
of high blue Hills bears S. 12 E distc
45 m, a further view prevented by
the entrance to the Defile to the Sal-
men & these hills seems there to be
lower to the West—The other end
of these Hills to the S. Wd, send off
Brooks into the Southern Branch
from Shawpatin Hills (Bitter Root
mountains) which are high. The
route of Captain Lewis and party was
from the Missourie behind those blue
Hills to the above Branch & down
it to the Brook of the Defile that
loads to the Batmen above mentioned
On looking below down the River a
Bluff bears N 78 W. 8 in. then runs
off at abt N. W. keeping Hills with
Plains at the base for abt 40 m. The
sortie of the Defile of our campment
bears N. 42 W. 5 m. A bend in the
River bears N. 70 W. 6 m & the Riv-
er appears to form large Points--
many red Deer for a considerable
way down. The Southern Branch to
join that of CourCer seems to come
straight from the mountains for abt
5 m. keeping to the Eastward of the
Brown Knowl, which actually join
(joins?) the Hills of the Salmen De-
file, then winds round that Knowl
& off as per map. All the meadow
Ridges and Know is sketched are fine-
ly sloping a few somewhat steep &
rising one above another hide much
of the further Hills as those of the
South Side of  the  River hide the
High Hills of the So. Side of the De-
file to the Salmen, except for the
upper Heights." "Descended the
Knowl to have wview of the Defile of
Courter to Spot A 22 W. abt 2-3 m,
hence the road to the Buffalo by
Courter's River is S. 82 E 1 1-2 day's
March or 45m. Forks to the Piegan
Brook with Courter's is S. 80 E. 7
m. behind meadow ridges of rising
ground—from this last Spot the Sor-
tie of the Defile of our campment
bears N 30 W. 5 m. but we made a
wide turn on the (to it, going off
now shout N 70W. rounding to about
N. 6 W. 8: North at 10:40 A. M. set
off at 11:50 A. M. at our camp, went
trot & gallop. The brooks swelling
very much. Here we took a mouth-
ful and again set off."

He Visits Flathead Lake.
March 1st, 1812. We made an ex-

cursion to the Saleesh (Flathead)
lake and beyond it. The Lake is a
fine sheet of water of about twenty
miles in length by three or four miles
in width. The haunt in all seasons
of acquatic fowl. The country round
especially to the eastward and south-
ward for many miles very fine and
will become rich agricultural coun-
try for its mild climate is very favor-
able."

Cochrane says further: "Thomp-
son's wife. 'Khompson never men-
tions his wife In the journals. It is
apparent, however, from the records
of the family Bible, that she spent
the winter of 1807-8 with him at
Kootenay House because John
Thompson, the fourth child was born
at Boggy Hall on August 25th of the
year 1808. It is probable that she
was with him at Saleesh House in the
period 1809-10 because on March
28th of 1811 Joshua Thompson, his
fifth child, was born at Fort Augus-
tus. In June of the preceding year
Thompson was in the act of crossing
the mountains traveling eastward.
These entries in the family Bible are
in Thompson's own handwriting.
"Thompson had been married in the
summer of 1799 at Isle a La Crosse
to Charlotte Small, halfbreed daugh-
ter of Patrick Small, an early trader
of the west. 'Small was a member of
a famous Irish family which had
given generals and admirals to the
twice of the Empire (British,)"
J. B. Tyrell in letter dated June

2nd., 1925, mentions: In the first
place I would state that there is no
picture of David Thompson in exist-
ence. His daughter gave me a print
of John Bunyan and said that it was
as much like her father as if it had
been taken from him." • • •
"Colter's trading post which was de-
stroyed by the Indians in January or
February, 1810, must have been sit-
uated very close to your city of Mis-
soula. Are there any traditions
about it. Thompson calls the river
that comes from the N. E. just east
of Bonner, Courter's (Colter's river,
doubtless because Colter's post was
on it."

This last statement gives rise to
the query: Did Colter after having
received his discharge from Lewis
and Clark in 1806 on the Missouri
river, come back across the moun-
tains and locate a trading post in
this vicinity? While with two others
he put in the winter of 1806-7 some-
where in what is now Montana, his-
tory does not appear to record where.

• Howeyer .this has nothing to do
with the. suggestion that it would be
entirely appropriate that there should
he placed on Mount Jumbo a suit-
able monument to David Thompson
who first stood on its summit Feb-
ruary 26th, 1812.

Dr. Blumenthal, a Berlin scientist,has succeeded in isolating a culture
from human breast cancer that pro-
duces cancer in ratii and crown galls
In plants.

AY FEVER
No "cure"—but welcome
relief from night distress
may be had by applying
Vick, at bedtime—also
by inhaling vapors at
frequent intervals.

1CKS
VAPORUR0..17 Afillidme Jar* Us,g1 Y.
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