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TACT, PATIENCE AND SACRIFICE WERE USED TO ESTABLISH
SCHOOLS ON MONTANA PRAIRIES DURING HOMESTEAD ERA

By ANNE HAWKINS.
urged that the daughter of one of theThe Russell Sage Foundation, at- 
trustees be the a cond t he

dren would lose out.
As time went on it became appar-

ent that a town would he necessary
factbr in the general scheme of em-
pire building, and so we laid off a
town. We were on one of Jim Hill's
surveyed lines for extention and were
all set for the railroad to be built
through. We hitched the steam plow
engine to the central school and
brought it to town. The county su-
perintendent said, "You must have
two teachers, one teacher can not
do justice to the number of children
being taught." Once more we had
civil war mild even-the-trustees had
"feelin's" toward each other. Econ-
omy was the watchword. Two teach-
ers would he gross extravagance. Two
of the trustees were for one teacher
and one trustee was for two teach-
ers. and then when the "minority"

ter one of its investigations of school
systems throughout the country, gave
Montana highest mark among all the
states in the union.
And when we went out into that

big new prairie country in 1909,
there didn't seem to be anything in
sight for the "Montana school sys-
tem," to act on: sheep wagons, tin
cans, bands of sheep, new houses and
shacks going up, but no schoolhous-
es being built. A huge county and a
big district and nothing organized
iler our immediate locality. This was
May, and families with children were
coming in to settle right eking. How
to get school going by fall was a
problem  
There is a lot of red tape about

getting a new district created and
set off from the old one, and the
nearest point of contact to a school
in this big district was too far away
to be of any use to us. Now next
to being the county agent, there is
no person or persons more "harras-
sed" than school trustees in a place
being newly settled, so we went and
"harrassed" the trustees at the near-
est point of contact. Finally they,
or "he," as there is usually one from
the other two trustees allowed to go
ahead and do most of the work, said
if we could put u p our building, that
this district would furnish the equip-
ment and pay the teacher. That was
the hardest part of our problem, to
get the building, and we solved it in
this way: After making diligent
inquiries we came across a young
man who thought his sister might be
induced to come to Montana and take
a quarter section of land and use
her own house for a schoolhouse and
teach our school. The very thing.
A glowing account of the pleasur-

able life of a Montana schoolma'am,
together with the subtle bait of be-
ing a landowner, was promptly for-
warded to the young lady in question,
a university graduate and teacher of
experience. 'The west appealed to
her and she came. She entered a
quarter section of land in a place
conveniently situated for a school,
bought the lumber for her house and
the neighbors built it. One large
room for the school and one small
room to live in and our building was
solved for the time being. We had
a good school running by October
and an eight-month's term. • So much
for the beginning.

School Ambition Grows.
Then as the population grew, our

ambition in school matters grew. We
created a district of our own and
were set apart and had our own
home-grown trustees and internal
troubles of our own. Each little
creek within a radius of six or seven
miles desired to have a school in its
own dooryard, if for only two or
three months. That was the one
thing they ought not to have, a two
or three month's term, for every boy
and girl in Montana is entitled to a
nine months' term.
To establish a central or commun-

ity school is about like trying to
walk on several acres of closely
packed eggs without breaking any
egg-shell. So many petty things to
consider, so many very sensitive feel-
ings to avoid hurting. No matter if
the children suffer greatly by be-
ing deprived of a half year of school,
the parents MUST be thought of
first.
We did, however, establish a cen-

tral school with a nine-months term.
Some of the most difficult parents to
appease were well satisfied when
their eldest boy would be offered the
job of driving the school wagon from
their immediate locality, at so much
per month, which really was a bene-
fit all around, justifying an honor-
able means to a worthy end.

Then there was the chronic fusser
to be considered, whom you can no
more overlook than you can the
wasp that has made up his mind to
sting you. Whether it was the very
important fact that the horses on the
school wagon were not the right col-
or or whether the first quarter of
the new moon didn't act just right,
the trustees for the central school
got it hot and heavy. Were you
ever-7 but then at some period in

eac r, an
the other trustee was urged that his
boy's wages on the school wagon be
raised. We heard no more about
extravagance and the three trustees

ilegee denied our young folks in that
big raw country, that we redoubled
our efforts in all things pertaining
to schools. Our library fund was
used to the very limit, bringing the
finest and best authors into every

MISS LUCY DARLING, who taught the first public school to beestablished in Montana, in Bailiwick, when that ghost city was the capi-tal of the territory of Montana. Many of her pupil's lived to becomefactors in the development of the state,

worked as a harmonious whole, and
once more a worthy end wa sacconi-
plished by honorable means.

Working for the Children.
Often the newly established schools

really do more for the children than
those of older towns and cities. We
were so acutely aware of many pri-
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chickens and turkeys and the earliest
E•getalafes and sweet peas. I remem-

ber our school was out the middle of
June that year and the agricultural
display at the schoolhouse was par-
ticularly fine and the sweet peas that
took the prize had blossomed on the
12th of June.
As time went on and we were

ready for a third teacher, we almost
'rocked the nation" again. Where-
as there were many fine and worthy
people scattered through the country,
there was quite a sprinkling of peo-
ple who were not worthy. They did
not "spik" the English language and
they should not have been allowed
the use of the ballot because they
always threw a monkey-wrench into
the machinery that moves our home-
made American institutions; and now
at this particular crisis when we
needed three teachers for the imme-
diate welfare of our school there
were two of the three trustees with
foreign blood in their veins and they
were about to throw the monkey-
wrench. The one with the stolid
face said one teacher would be
enough, so much cheaper than two
or three. I am not going to tell you
what the third trustee did in detail,
for perhaps he wouldn't like to have
me. Suffice it to say, we had three
teachers.

Name for a High School.
In the process of school evolution

we began te graduate our eighth
graders and we were up against a
very hard problem again. Our (-Inn-
ty high school, some eight miles
away, was an exceptionally fine one
which it would have been a privelege
to attend, but the settlers were se-
ginning to experience some of the
"lean" years and it was out of the
question to send their grad sated
eighth-graders away from nonie.
School wagons could hardly solve
that problem.
We made a rather startling an-

nouncement that we would have a
high school right there in our 0.-re
little town on the prairie. Such an
undertaking meant an almost endless
amount of work and patien c and
(there is no other word) fights. Fac-
tions and sections fight each other
bitterly on school matters and usual-
ly the spite falls on those least ab.e
to protest, themselves, the children.
If peopik could once get it firmly
fixed in their minds that ignorance is
vastly more expensive than educat.on
there would be less blind opposita.n
to the extra mills to be voted for
school purposes.

child's home and because of so few Of course, it was necessary to vote
outside attractions, those same books bends for a new school building if
were read with eagerness seldom seen we were to have a high school and
in older communities. We put in a we had to be sure first that we would
phonograph with a selection of high I be allowed to have a high school In
class records and no "jazz." We t- our new building. We studied the
fered prizes for the best-made loaf pf i Montana school laws assiduously, we
bread, the, best apron, the earliest communicated with the state depart-

ment of education at Helena. and
communed with' the heads of the
county high school. Those commun-
ings were not of an altogether pleas-
ant nature because the heads of the

First School Building in Great Falls.

county high school were opposed to
the establishing of any small high
schools in the same county.
They said, "At best you will only

made such splendid success of the
school.as he made.

Oh yes, we got everything we went
after and when we dedicated the new
school building, our eyes were a bit
misty. but we were very happy. Our
high school became It four-year one,
and let me say this for the Montana
school system: From that little rural
high school, pupils entered the Uni-
versity of California, and the North-
western university, besides those at-
tending the University of .Montana.

—0

The "Sky Line Drive
In Glacier National park there

now is in course of construction the
world's most picturesque automobile
highway— "the Sky Line Drive,"
which in several places rises above
the clouds. August 15 the first motor
car arrived at. the Golden Stairs on
St. Mary's lake ,which is as far as
the construction work has been com-
pleted. This unusual roadway will
be finished in 1928, it is thought. The
United States government already
has been working several years on
this stupendous piece of mountain
engineering.

THE FIRST
SCHOOL
BUILDING
IN
LEWISTOWN

have a little fuddyduddy high school
half kept up. Why not send your
pupils to our high school?" From
their viewpoint they were quite right,
but we simply had to have our high
school or turn our finished eighth
graders out to grass. We had many
closely contested arguments about
funds, as we did not agree upon the
same interpretation of the school
laws. The state department at Hel-
ena did all within its power to help
us, but it's some little job to plant
a high school in a small prairie town,
and they realized, as perhaps we
didn't, the size of the task.
No one but a most efficient prin-

cipal could have weathered the stren-
uous times we went through and
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Cordening a Flat Boat to Fort Benton
from Fort Union in 1852 a Hard Task
By MRS. M. E. PLASSMANN)
In 1852, Alexander Culbertson,

then in charge of Ft. Union, and
Peter A. Sharp, a partner of the
American Fur Company, selected
form their employees Louis Letel-
lier, a Canadian Frenchman, to
go to Ft. Benton and build boats.
Letellier was a carpenter, and
worked in a shipyard, which latter
fact made him better fitted for the
required boat building than the or-
dinary carpenter. The love of ad-
venture had brought hhn from far-
away Quebec to this end of the
world, and now prompted him to
accept the job offered him, only
lie stipulated that it was as a pass-
enger, and not as a worker, he
should make the journey.

No steamboats ascended the upper
Missouri at that time. A flat bot-
tomed boat was to take them to their
destination. This craft was not toyour life you mast have been a school sail, or be rowed but pulled againsttrustee. Nice, wasn't it? But then the strong current of the river.some one has to he "it" or the chil- Twenty-five men "harnessed" says
Letellier, to a rope seventy-five feet
long served as motive power.
The master of the boat was Mal-

colm Clark. who, many years later
was killed by Piegans in the Prickly
Pear Canyon, and whose death led
to the Baker Massacre. Baptiste
Champagne acted as pilot. Letellier
as carpenter, a tailor, cook four hun-
ters, twelve Blackteet squaws, and
twenty-five men on the cordelle con-
stituted the crew.

For provisions their dependence
was on the hunters, and as there
was an abundance of game at first,
ttriSratityter laticatl-ler-itteat. —The
men on the cordelle rose at four in
the morning, and pulled the boat
for and hour before breakfast. This
cordelling was no light task. The
river bank was lined with trees and
underbrush, through which it was

A modern scho61 building In Whitehall. Montana.

necessary to force their way. Often
two men had to go in advance of the
line with axes, to clear a path. Tri-
butary rivers and creeks were ford-
ed, and in addition to this the Mis-
souri was often crossed in order to
find the channel, which at that sea-
son was quite low. The boat was
heavily loaded with goods for the In-
dian trade, and provisions for the
fort. An empty boat would have
beth difficult to haul up stream, as
any one can testify, who has seen a
steamboat laboring against the cur-
rent.

While searching for the channel,
once two men were drowned, not-
withstanding the low water. The
river was not uniformly shallow, and
there is always a strong undertow,
hich is often fatal to the swimmer.
xcept for the loss of the two men,

nothing o.f moment happened for a
few days. Then they were hailed
from the bank by a party of Black-
feet. On seeing them, Clark at once
ordered a feast to be prepared if they
came on board, and plenty of meat
was soon boiling in the kettles.
The Indians did not wait for an

invitation, but holding their guns
well above their heads, they swam
over to the boat, where they con-
ducted themselves in an indolent
manner, as if they had its crew in
their power. It was the policy of
the fur companies to refrain from
antagonizing the Indians-with which
they traded, or perhaps Clark would
have given these uninvited. and un-
desirable guests a warm reception.
They stalked about in their useitl

for the In d'htu- is your
true aristocrat in bearing.
At length the savory stew boiling

over the fire was almost ready. when
the Indians treated the crew to a
surprise, by discharging their guns
at the aide of the boat, and kicking
over the kettles of boiling meat. then The men on the cordelie were now
dropped into the river, and again almost naked, 'wearing nothing but
sought The shore. No one mourned breech choths, 'made from the re-a
their departuile, howeiter much they mains of their garments. Many of
may have grieved over the wanted them were without shoes. In this
meat, if it were wasted. Iliingry condition they must continue to
men are not fastidious, and the meat, scramble through rosebushes or wil-
t( not kicked overboard, could have lows, tramp through the hot .sand
been saved, plentifully set with cactus; swelter

Before leaving the boat, Clark was under the pitiless midday sun; dodge
ordered 01 them to take on hoard rattlesnakes, and submit to be pelted
some young boys, from twelve to by .hailstorms. Occasionally they
fifteen years of age, and to feed met a bear, and killed it to replen-
them. They also said there was a Loh their larder, which was not well
crippled Indian a little farther tiu stocked.
the river. Clark was to take with him. Above Dauphin Rapid the gameto Ft. Benton. The Indian had been became scarce, and the four huntersaccidently shot in the leg while hunt-
ing.
The boys were taken on in obed-

ience to commands, and being grow-
ing boys, did not lack for appetite.
They amused themselves as they

pleased without giving thought to
the additional labor they were caus-
ing the men who were tugging on
the cordelle, or the solitary cook
who satisfied their hunger.
The next day after taking on the

boys, the boat reached the spot where
the crippled Indian had been left.
The men who were looking for him,
found him lying under willows from
which hung within his reach a pack-
age of dried meat. On their way to
where the lame man was, those in
search of him saw a large grizzly
bear, leisurely strolling in the same
direction, haviling probably scented
the meat. When the men came in
sight he ran away. The coming of
the men undoubtedly saved the In-
dian's life. He was carried on board
the boat, where, with good treat-
ment, he speedily recovered the use
of his leg.

The boy passengers, after a day or
so. found the boat routine,tifesome,
and stole away one night, taking
with them the best horses- of the
hunters, and leaving but two, that
were too slow for chasing buffalo.
The young theives had no difficulty
in getting away. as the boat always
tied up at night. The loss of the
horses sadly handicapped the hunters
who could not hunt buffalo on foot.

At Hamel's Island, all hands had
to help raise the boat, as the water
there was but eighteen inches deep,
hnd the boat drew twenty-one inches.
After this experience, it was decided
to build a smaller boat to carry part
of the freight. Letellier states "It
was quite a job we had on our hand
ttrrilutkir-titat he'd-- out' ot tiro cotton.-
wood trees standiqg on that island.
We felled some trees, squared them
on two sides, then ripped them in
inch boards. We constructed our
boat then without any trouble, and
started on our way again."

could not kill enough meat to sup-
ply the wants of the party, which
nevertheless did not go hungry, as
the river furnished them with an
abundance of catfish—hetellier men-
tions no other kind.

Clark ordered one of the hunters
and Letellier to go on horseback to
Ft. Benton, and have a boat loaded
with -meat sent them from there.
They traveled fast, not stopping to
kill th`e three grizzlies, or any of the
buffalo or bighorn they saw, and
came to Rapid A Pablo about ten
o'clock of a very dark night. They
did not dare light a fire because of
the Indians. but letting their horses
feed, they "sat down on a dry spot,
and waited until morning." when
they crossed the Missouri and break-
fasted on a prairie dog and jack
rabbit. These were cooked over a
fire. Letellier fails to explain why a
fire in the morning was less likely
to attract the attention of the In-
dians. There could have , been no
fire without smoke, and smoke is
visible a long distance.
That day they passed through the

had lands of which Prince Maximil-
ian has left us a description. Letel-
lier was impressed by their singular
shapes. At one place, Baptiste Cham-
pagne, his companion, said: "Now
I will guide you through the White
Castle.' I had heard of it. and was
glad to have the opportunity to see
it. We entered among a confusion
of overthrown rocks and we was in
the corridors of the castle on horse-
back. I had to lay flat on my horse-
back to pass under an arch in the
passage."
The same day after visiting the

castle and before dark, the two
"crossed the Missouri in two feet of
water, and entered the fort, where
they were gladly welcomed. There

only too anxious to expediate the ar-
rival of the boat that carried these
supplies.

Letelliet enjoyed life at the post,
"where ttiere was fresh meat of all
kind in quantity, but the Blackfeet
showed themselves mean for us." The
timber for the boat building was
brought from the Teton. to Ft. Vtga-
tatrirhere -wak the boilykit'bilt "laTHe said he watt-T.7.i friend to me, andthe' spring season the Blac,kfeet were to everybody else. He was well vers-bad. We -had to keep ourselves in- ed in four languages; English, hisside of the fort, and sometimes the own; French, Black feet and Sioux."

BUILT LOG HUT
IN MILES CITY

OSCAR BRAKETT OF ISMAY SAYS
HE PUT UP FIRST BUILD-

ING IN 1876.

Takes Issue With T. D. Coats of Mo-
berly, Mo., Who Had Claimed His
Dugout Was Custer County's First
Place of Abode Constructed By a
White Man.

Declaring that he, and not T. D.
(Brick) Coats, now a tesident of
Moberly, Mo., built the first house
in Miles City nearly a half century
ago, Oscar Brackett of Ismay, Mon-
tana, in a commission to Col. H. T.
Thompsoon of Miles City, says that
he arrived with the Fifth infantry
under the command of General
Miles in Aug., 1876, being a mem-
ber of a crew of woodchoppers,
and, camping on the east side of
the Tongue river, immediately put
up a log structure to house the sup-
plies of the choppers, and that the
dugout claimed to have built by
Mr. ('oats was a subsequent ven-
ture.
"When we came," writes , Mr.

Brackett, "there was not a singTe
house in the country. I came to
Moorhead in 1872 when the end of
the N. P. railroad was there and then
went to the Black Hills in December
of 1875 with a crew of about 30
choppers. Two men stood guard
over our horses every night expect-
ing to be jumped by the Indians.
We had one-fifth of them when we
reached the Black Hills. We came
out of the hills the next summer and
buried one man the second day's
travel. Another man was shot
through the foot.
"I helped establish the mail route

between Fort Lincoln and Fort
Keogh at Miles City-in 1878. There
was not a single house on the entire
route." his later experiences, he
says, had much to do with the build-
ing of the stockade and establish-
ing of Fort Keogh, now the United
States range experiment station, at
its present site.

Mr.
about

was no tobacco, sugar, or coffee at of his
the post, and all of its resident S wereiTongue river, and is engaged in busi-

ness at the present time in Ismay.

If we count a hundred when angry
it may save us a thrashing.

Brakett was a young man
25 years of age at the time
arrival at the mouth of the

gate closed for two or three days at
a time."

.1 high school building at Fort Benton, Montana.
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