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DOD MAN RENO'S FONT WiliTH THE SAM RUMS PREVENT
1119DM FROM REONFORCIING GENERAL CUSTER ON LITTLE BOG HORN?

M

OST histories of the Custer battle generally attribute the anni-
hilation of Custer's command to the failure of Major Reno to
join with his force in the battle against the Sioux Indians. Some

versions charge Reno with cowardice, that he retreated with his men
to a place of safety and allowed Custer, overwhelmed by well armed
Indians, to fight a battle that was hopeless from the beginning.

But Major Reno has a defender in J. A. Fontaine of Dayton, Wash.,
who saw Indian warfare as a packer attached to the forces of General
Crook. In writing of his service with Crook, Fontaine, now 80 years
of age, holds t•R the belief that Reno and his command would have met
the same fate as Custer and his men had not the officer possessed the
wisdom of withdrawing before retreat was impossible. The recollec-
tions of this pioneer credit Reno with having accomplished some hard
fighting and moreover, that the major had been made the victim of mis-
understandings concerning his conduct while the fight wis in progress.

Mr. Fontaine recounts the days of* 
Indian campaigning in a letter to Wil-
lard R. Booth of Fort Benton, an
old friend of the writer. The experi-
ences of Mr. Fontaine as related by
him follows:
When the United States was having

trouble with the Sioux Indians, I
was a t, Walla Walla, . Washington,
working for the railroad company.
The government wanted to hire pack-
ers and I went to Wyoming and hired
to the government, I started from the
DaIles, Oregon, going to Umatilla,
there taking the stage, traveling day
and night for seven days until I land-
ed at Kelton, Utah. We slept on the
stage. From Kelton, went to Chey-
enne by train. I left the latter part
of August, 1875.
They had a peace commission to try

to settle this trouble between the
Sioux Indians and the United States.
It was held at Red Cloud agency,
Dakota or Camp Brown. Sitting Bull
at this time had never been in a pow
wow with the whites. At this time
he came in to have a pow wow. There
were Red Cloud, Spotted Tail, Ameri-
can Horse, Sitting Bull and Crazy
Horse.

try, It was their "happy hunting
ground"—buffalo, antelope, deer and
elk in the mountains in great quan-
tities and trout in the streams.

I will tell you something about the
circumstances: Frank Gurard was
captured on the Missouri river and
was held prisoner for 12 years. At
the time he was captured, he was car-
rying mail for the government. When
Sitting Bull came into the peace com-
mission, he brought Frank Gurard
with him. While they were in this
pow wow, Gurard was sent out with
the horses. He came to the conclu-
sion that he would take three of the
best horses that Sitting Bull had and
come to Fort Laramie. He told them
who he was. At this time the peace
commission was in session, and they
probanly didn't miss Gurard until he
was in Fort Laramie.
Had it not been for Red Cloud,

some people think the Indians would

have massacred the peace commis-
sion. Red Cloud was a friend of the
wh4tes and wanted the Indians to
settle their troubles at this time. The
peace commission induced Sitting

Red Cloud, Sioux Chieftain

Major Reno, Adjudged Ginty of Cowardice and Cashiered from the Army
because of the Custer Massacre. Fontaine, Veteran Packer, Says Indian
Attack Prevented Reno from Going to the Rescue of Custer's Command.

General Crook was a great man to
travel in the night time. That night,
we got to a place where we had to
travel single file. Up to this time,
the cavalry was on each side of the
transportation. We went down. a
steep hill. When we got to the bot-
tom of the hill, we went into camp.
A man that had a barometer came

up from the rear and told General
Crook that it was going to be impos-
sible for us to live there on account
of scarcity of fuel as it was going to
get very cold. We were ordered to
immediately load up and we went out
about six miles to a camp on Tongue
river where there was a great deal of
timber. There we made a permanent
camp, detailing lots of men to get
logs and using them to make great
fires.
That night the thermometer got as

low as 25 degrees below zero—the
next night, it was 35 degrees below.

• General Crook came into camp one
morning and said: "This is pretty
severe weather, but it is a fine time
to catch the Indians." The Indians
had to go into camp. They had
pulled their pickets into camp as they
could not stand the cold. There was
a few men that had their noses and
cheeks frozen, but there was nobody
who suffered loss of limb.
The weather moderated in a few

days and we started in a southeaster-
ly direction and as the weather was
good, the Indians commenced to show
considerable signs. Grub commenced
to get scarce with us and I recollect
we boiled corn and ate it.

Capture 1,800 Horses

I never blamed the Sioux Indians

for not wanting to give up their coun-
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Bull to send some of his warriors to
Washington, D. C., to talk with the
"Big Father." A few of them went.
When they got there they were tak-
en around and entertained in hopes
that there would be some way of
making peace. When they returned,
they reported to Sitting Bull. They
sain: "White people cannot fight."
They said: "Hi-U-Boston—they
can't fight—they haven't any guns."
Consequently their visit to Washing-
ton did not do any good.

In the meantime General Crook
was fixing aparajos and getting ready
for the Indian war. They were fixing
these riggins and getting materials
together at Camp Carling that winter,
the winter of '75-'76. All winter we
packed prqvisions and forage to Fort
Laramie at the same time we were
breaking the mules and getting ready
for that campaign. It was a very
rough winter and we lived on the
road.

In the spring of '76. in March, we
started out wit)) the pack train and
300 wagons. We left Fort Fetterman
somewhere about the first of March,
the weather being fine. We traveled
several days and came to old Fort
Reno on Powder river. The first
evening we were attacked by the In-
dians. This is the first time I ever
heard a bullet whistle over my head.
The Indians tried to stampede our
mules, but failed.
There is one little incident that I

will tell you about. There was an of-
ficer who was shot in the cheek, the
bullet going in one cheek and coming
out the other and never touching a
tooth. Outside of that, there was no
casualties.

Traveled at Night

We went on from there, getting to
Wind river mountains and went into
Old Fort Phil Kearney—this was an
abandoned fort. We traveled north
until we came to a camp near the
Wind river mountains on Trout
creek. The Indians had been follow-
ing us all the time, trying to stam-
pede our stock, so General Crook
made up his mind to leave the wagons
and try to get away from the Indians.
We left the wagons and went out in
the night, dumbing the bells and
went out very quietly and got away
from the Indiana.

The first day we started in a south-
easterly direction and the scouts no-
ticed two Indians on the hills. Gen-
eral Crook immediately went into
camp as he was in a very good loca-
tion. After we went into camp, we
immediately got ready for a night
march. This is as near as the Indians
came. We followed these Indians all
night, next morning coming to the
camp of Crazy Horse on the Powder
river in a canyon. Major Eagan was
to go to the head of the canyon and
General Reynolds was to cross the
river on the other side and close up
on the Indians, but he was delayed
in getting to the Indians on account
of the heavy brush which gave them
considerable trouble. However, they
ran across and attacked Crazy Horse's
tribe and captured 1,300 head of
horses from them. That was on
March 17., There were a good many
Indians killed there and some sol-
diers. The soldiers burned a good
many buffalo robes and blankets that
belonged to the Indians at this time.
We went back to Fort Fetterman

for rations, starting north from there
about the first days of June, travel-
ing for five or six days, then coming
to Goose creek, where we waited a
few days for the Indians to come and
were re-inforced by 120 Crows, 260
Bannacks and some Nez Perces, all of
them friendly Indians. We then
traveled north expecting to inter-
cept General Terry.

I think that it will be well for me
to tell you that General Terry had
charge of the department of the Da-
kota and General Crook had charge
of the department of the Platte.
General Terry's command started
overland frdm Fort Lincoln, his ra-
tions coming up the Yellowstone river
in a steamboat. General Crook was
going north, expecting to meet Gen-
eral Terry and fight the Sioux In-
dians together. I think it was the
morning of June 8 or 10 that we came
down to the Rosebud river after a
night march and camped to get break-
fast. Some of our Indians went up
on the plateau and one of them came
running back to General Crook and
notified him that the Sioux Indians
were coming. The command pulled
up on the plateau as quickly as pos-
sible and the battle commenced.

Learn. of Custer Massacre

The Indians surrounded General
Crook and commenoed to fight until
along somewhere about 3 o'clock in

the afternoon at which time the In-
dians gave a signal and retreated,
at least Gurard said they were given
a signal with a looking glass. They
all took up the line of march towards
the canyon of the Rosebud, General
Crook following them until Gurard
advised General Crook not to follow
the Indians into the canyon, for he
said, "It is possible that you will nev-
er get back with your command."
General Crook took Gurard's advice
and afterwards found that th4 Indi-
ans had chopped the trees partially
through so that they could get in be-
hind our command and fell the trees
and ambush us. •

At this time General Crook went
back to the main camp—this was
somewheres about June 17th. He had
orders to wait for General Merritt,
and the Fifth cavalry with General
Merritt came in a few days. Before
he arrived, we received word of the
Custer massacre. After General Mer-
ritt came, we started north and on
the Rosebud we met General Terry
with his command. General Terry
and General Crook together followed
the trail of the Indians for some time.

I think it would be well for me at
this time to tell you about the mas-
sacre. The Indians were well armed.
General Custer could not have real-
ized how well armed they were or he
would never have fought them with
a small command that he had. In
some instances, the Indians were bet-
ter armed than our cavalry soldiers.

It was my understanding that Cus-
ter and Reno had no orders to fight
the Indians. It was the idea of Crook
and Terry to fight the Indians to-
gether. Custer and Reno had orders
only to hunt game. When Custer
and Major Reno left General Terry's
camp, they found the trail of the In-
dians and followed it up. On June
24, '76 they attacked the Indians.
General Custer gave Reno orders to

go to the lower part of the valley
and charge up through the village
Custer charging from one end and

Reno from the other end. The Indi-
ans attacked Reno before he got to
the lower part of the village and he
pulled off into the gulch where there
was water and fought the Indians,
saving his command. Reno stayed
In the gulch until morning, then the
Sioux Indians broke camp and left,
leaving Reno there.

me the Bad Lands
Some people say the massacre took

only a short time. There was proba-
bly 10000 Indians in this fight and
Custer and Reno had about 600 men
in the fight. Reno returned to Gen-
eral Terry's command the following
morning.
We will continue with General

Terry's and General Crook's com-
mand. By this time we got short of
rations and we went back to the
steamboat on the Yellowstone for ra-
tions, then started out for the Indi-
ans. General Terry and General
Crook's commands continued together
for eight or ten days, then the com-
mands separated. General Crook's
going to Otter creek somewhere about
120 miles from Fort Lincoln on the
Missouri river. The Indians turned
off through the bad lands of Dakota,
Crook following.
I will tell you about this water of

the bad lands. If you will take coffee
and put rn about half milk, you have
the color cJ the water which we had
to drink. it being alkali. After being
in the bad lands for a few days, we
grew short of rations and finally they
took away all our grub saving it for
the sick and leaving us nothing ex-
cept some salt. We got along very
well with what we could kill and
gather. We killed antelope and gath-
ered berries.

After traveling some days in the
bad lands of Dakota, General Crook
gave orders for a detachment of
about 250 men to select the best
mules and best horses and go on to
the Black hills and get food and pro-
visions for rte command. They had
traveled until about 3 o'clock in the
afternoon when the scouts discov-
ered an Indian village on Owl creek.
It was a small village containing
somewhere about 150 warriors. They
did not want to attack this village in
daytime, it was American Horse's
camp, so waited until nighttime and
then attacked the village in the early
morning.

After the fight, the Indians sent
over to Crazy Horse's camp for rein-
forcements and our men sent word
back to General Crook telling him to
come along as soon as possible as
they expected other Indians to attack
them. Along about 2 or 3 o'clock
the same day, General Crook came
up. The reinforced Indians attacked
us at about the same time General
Crook came up. There was a big lot
of Indians in this fight and also a
good many Indians killed, among
them being American Horse.

Camp at Belle Fourche
The following morning, after bury-

ing our dead, we started south to-
wards the Black Hills. The Indians
followed us. They followed us to
the top of the hill where Major Reiley
was. Major Reiley was rear guard
and when he got out of sight of the
Indians, he dismounted and went
back and met the Indians at the top
of the hill and killed a lot of them.
We went on with very little trouble
then until we got to within a couple
days' march of the Black Hills, at
which time the people in the Black
Hills had found out that we did not
have any grub and they came to meet
us, bringing grub and driving cattle
to us which we killed and issued meat
to the men.
We met on the Black Hills camp-

ing on Belle Fourche. After a short
time, we heard that the Indians had
left the Red Cloud reservation. I was
with the pack train that went out
with the command to try to get the
Indians to go back. I never saw the
Indians after I got into Red Cloud
agency. On this trip, I was taken
sick. I was several days riding a
mule but finally got to Ccmp Brown.
After getting there, I got better.

This tells about all I know about
the Indians, only what I afterwards
heard. By that time, it was getting
winter. General Crook made another
campaign and went out to be near
the Wind river mountains and had a
battle with the Indians. This place
was called White Rock fort, and
there were only two or three white
men killed, one being Lieutenant Mc-
Kenzie.

Lieutenant McKenzie said to the
colonel, "I feel I will not come back
if I go into this battle." The colonel
told hinl it was not necessary for him
to go into the fight, but he said he
was going„ and he was shot and
killed.

I want to say, however, that I nev-
er saw soldiers any better soldiers in
the world than were with General
Crook. They were loyal to the gov-
ernment, loyal to their officers and it
was a pleasure to them to fight for
their government and help suppress
the Indians. I also want to say that
I believe General Crook was one of
the greatest men that ever fought
the Indians.

Reno Would Have Been Killed
The reason that I want to tell this

story after being asked, is because
there has been BO much misunder-
standing as regards Major Reno.
Some seem to think that if he had
come up with his command, Custer
would not have been massacred.
There is not a bit of doubt in my
mind .that if Reno had stayed in the
clearing, he would have been mas-
sacred along with General Custer. I
think Reno did some hard fighting.
When we were on Trout creek

waiting for General Merritt to come
up some of the officers wanted to go
hunting for antelope, deer, and other
game. T. J. Moore, chief packer,
came to me and ordered me to have
six mules and two men ready to go
out with this party. Moore asked
me whom I was going to send. I told
him j thought I would go along my-
self. Moore said I could not go; that
it would be impossible for me to go,
as I would be needed there in case
they had to move camp, as I was
"cargodos."

I did not like it at all, and told Mr.
Moore that I would like to have gone.
This party was to be gone three days.
Frank Gurard was. with this party.
When they were out the second day,
Gurard told the lieutenant in charge
that there were Indiana close by and
trying to get in behind them. The
party immediately ran into the gulch
without lositeg a man and they hid
their hortieb in nearby timber. The
Indians fought them for about half
an hour. „Then they all left and Gur-
ard knew•Vey had gone for rein-
forcement* and said they must get
away at once; making a secret get-
away, and for them to leave their
horses tied and start back for camp
on foot.

Glad He Didn't Go
So they left their horses tied and

took some grub with them, such as
they could carry on their backs, and
started back, right up into the motel-
tains. The Indians did not see them
leave and they got into the moun-
tains safely. This party walked then
for two days toward our camp, afraid
to shoot game for fear the Indians
would hear them and know where
they were.
One morning about 11 o'clock

Moore came over to me and said,
i/You wanted to go with the hunting
party, didn't you? You will probably
be glad you did not go." About that
time, I looked up to the ' hills (one
could see a long way there on account
of the lay of the hills) and saw Dave
Mares ride toward a point where I
saw a soldier. He talked to him,
then dismounted and sent the soldier
on to camp on horseback. He came
to camp as fast as he could.
When he got to camp he told us

his story and the general ordered the
command of soldiers to go out and
find those men. They found them
all and brought them in. I have al-
ways been glad that I was not able
to go with the hunting party.
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Here's the Food-Iron
Nature intended you
to have
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KIND and skilful Mother
Nature planted under the

outer coat of the kernels of her
best food-grains a store of iron
for human use. Many present-
day foods are robbed of this and
other vital qualities in the extra
"refinement" of preparation.

Grape-Nuts, that famous
wheat-and-malted-barley food,
supplies iron, phosphates and
vitamin from the natural grain;
and in its splendid, well-

rounded nutriment and easy
digestion it is a wonderful
builder of health and energy.

There's a delightful charm
of crispness and flavor to
Grape-Nuts--a welcome serv-
ing at any meal. Ready to
serve, with cream or milk.

Order from your grocer to-
day. There are many servings,
providing exceptional nourish-
ment, in a package of this truly
economical food.
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Made by

Peatom C.araal Co.. Ina.
Battle Creak, Mich.
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