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GIEN. FRANK D. DALOWON, OLEITIMIE MONTANA (INDIAN FOGHTIER,

TWICE WDRHER OF CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR, IS DEAD

M
AJOR GENERAL FRANK
D. Baldwin, -U. S. A. retired,
veteran soldier, former adju-

tant general of the state of Colora-
do, and said to be the only man in
the United States twice awarded
the congressional medal of honor,
died at his home in Denver last
week. He was 81 years old.

To Rest in Arlington
His widow and his daughter left

Denver with his body for Arling-
ton national cemetery.

First Medal of Honor
Major General Baldwin was born

at Manchester, Mich., June 26,
1842. He enlisted in the Michigan
horse guards with the rank of sec-
ond lieutenant at the outbreak of
the civil war. He served with dis-
tinction during the war, being
transferred several times, and in
1865 when he was mustered out
of the volunteers he immediately
reenlisted in the regular army. For
"distinguished bravery in the battle
of Peach Tree creek, Georgia, July
20, 1864," while serving as a cap-
tain in the 19th Michigan infantry.
he was awarded the congressional
medal of honor for the first time,
in 1876.

Later Maj.- Gen. Baldwin distin-
guished himself in the campaign
against Sitting Bull in Montana
and in Indian campaigns in Texas.
He was breveted a captain in

1890 for his activities against the
Indians in Texas and breveted a
major for "gallantry and success-
ful attack on Sitting Bull's camp
at Red Water river, Montana, De-
cember 18, 1876."
Major-General Baldwin was in

command of the first body of civi-
lized troops which ever successfully
reached the south shore of Lake
Lanao (island of Mindanoa), and
after a desperate encounter with
Moros at Byian, May 2, 1902, com-
pletely overcome them, the Ameri-
cans losing 51 killed and wounded
out of 471, and the Moros losing
more than 300, less than 30 escap-
ing.

Kansas. But let us turn back for

a moment to the state of Georgia.

The Germain family, consisting

of father, mother, two grown

daughters, Sophie and Catherine,

two boys, and two younger girls,

Julia and Adelaide, had left Geor-

gia in 1874 to find a home in Colo-

rado. Their route lay via the

Smoky Hill river, Kansas, and they

reached Fort Hays without en-

countering any one save friendly

soldiers and cowboys.
Kicking Horse on the Trail

Early on the morning of Septem-

ber 11, just as the family had gath-

ered around the camp fire for
breakfast, they were suddenly at-

tacked by a bunch of hostile In-

dians known as Dog Soldiers, com-
posed of renegades from various
tribes, all under the leadership of

Kicking Itorse.
Five of the members of the party

were killed—scalped in the pres-

ence of the four terrified young

girls, who were then hurried off

into captivity, the two elder ones

in one direction and the little ones,

Julia and Adelaide, in another.
On November 4, 1874, the head-

quarters and a portion of the troops
composing the Indian territory ex-
pedition, commanded by Major
General Nelson A. Miles, then col-
onel of the Fifth United States in-
fantry, was camped on the north
bank of the Red river, bordering
the Staked Plain of Texas. The
term Staked Plain came from a ser-
ies of poles or stakes that had been
driven to outline a route for cow-
boys and their herds, making a
practicable route which led by
water holes, springs and small
lakes.
A detachment from this com-

mand was organized composed of
Troop D, 6th Cavalry, Lieutenant
Gilbert E. Overton commanding,
and Company D, 5th Infantry,
Lieutenant H. K. Bailey command-
ing. Lieutenant Frank D. Baldwin,
5th United States Infantry, who
was chief of scouts, was assigned

Julia and Adelaide Germain, the younger girls who were captured by

Kicking Horse and his band, but who were shortly afterward rescued by

Lieutenant Baldwin, for which he received the Congressional Medal of

Honor and promotion.

He retired from active service in
1906 and served from April, 1917,
to April, 1919, as adjutant general
of Colorado. The degree of LL. D.
was conferred upon him by Hills-
dale college of Michigan in 1904.
The Quartermaster Review, an

army publication, printed the story
of "The Charge of the Wagon
Train," the exploit which won for
General Baldwin his second con-
gressional medal of honor. The ac-
count of this feat follows:

We have all heard of "The
Charge of the Light Bridage," at
Balaklava, and of Pickett's Charge,
and many of us have heard of other
charges, but hardly any of us have
ever heard of "The Charge of the
Wagon Train," resulting in the
awarding of that much coveted
decoration, the congressional medal
of honor, to the infantry lieutenant
who led his gallant wagons to the
fray.

This six-mule team charg e,
unicne and thrilling, took place in

to command the detachment. Gen-
eral Miles' verbal instructions to
Lieutenant Baldwin were:

General Miles' Instructions
"I want S,ou to take this detach-

ment of cavalry, infantry and
scouts, one mountain howitzer and
a train of 23 six-mule teams, with
empty wagons, and proceed north
and eastward. Should you run
across no Indians or trails which
you deem advisable to attack or
follow, you will convey the train
to the supply camp on the Washi-
taw river. Should you find any
considerable body of Indians, you
will communicate with me, and at-
tack or pursue as you may deem
expedient."
Under these instructions the de-

tachment left the main camp at 10
p. m., November 4, 1874. The pert
sonnel of this command could not
be considered an offensive fighting
force. It was intended to act on
the defensive as a convoy to the
large wagon train. This was the

General Frank D. Baldwin, U. S.

A., the only man to whom has been

awarded two Congressional Medals

of Honor, who died last week in

Denver at the age of 81. He was

well known in Montana during the

Indian fighting days of the 70's,

having served in the Sioux cam-

paigns following the Custer fight.

real mission of this detachment.
A train is always a great impedi-
ment to an active command, when
in the field and moving through a
country infested by an active cun-
ning enemy, never encumbered
with any surplus equipment that
impedes instant and rapid move-
ment, either in attack or escape.

Taking Big Hazards
Before going further let it be

vividly impressed on the mind that
this detachment was only of the
proper strength to insure the safe
convoying of the train througit a
section of country overrun by large
bands of hostile Indians. To di
vert any portion of the troops con-
stituting the convoy for any pur-
pose that would prevent their de-
fending the train would be hazard-
ous, if not almost unwarranted, ex-
cept under unusual conditions. It
would only be risking the destruc-
tion of the detachment, and above
all the train and property, with
very doubtful chances of success.
From information gathered by

spies and from captured hostile
Indians it was certain that the four
Germain girls were alive. They
were held by their captors, and
were with Grey Beard, head chief
of the strongest hostile band in the
field in that section. His exact
whereabouts was not known, but it
was more than probable that he
would be found in the most out-of-
the-way and inaccessible place in
the country. Under these condi-
tions no command or detachment
moved that did not have in mind
the meeting of Indians, but fore-
most in the minds of all was the
rescue of the white captives, what-
ever the risk or hazard might be.

After leaving the main command
Lieutenant Baldwin moved as rap-
idly as possible, infantry in wag-
ons, through the hills and valleys,
following no trails, thus taking ad-
vantage of a natural screen. After
three days and nights of marching
camp was established in a dense
forest of cottonwoods on the bank
of McLellan's creek. Only fires
necessary for cooking coffee were
lighted, although it was a bitter
cold night.

"It's Grey Beard's Tepee!"
The following morning, Novem-

ber ti, scouts were sent out before
daybreak, so as to carefully exam-
ine before resuming the ,march the
country to the north and east,
which was very rough, and hardly
passable for wagons. The com-
mand had just started from camp
when Scout Schmalsle came back
at break-neck speed, reporting that
the advance guard had discovered
a large camp of hostiles.
"We are sure it is Grey Beard's

band; his tepee is there!" he re-
ported.
Schmalsle was at once dispatched

to find General Miles; to inform
him that Grey Beard's camp had
been located and would be attacked
at once, although it was evident
that the convoy was greatly out-
numbered by the hostiles.
Whatever the result might be, it

was reasonably certain that Gen-
eral Miles with his entire command
would soon be within supporting
distance. The large number of
wicky-ups and tepees and herds of
ponies grazing in the vicinity

caused the first realization of the
desperate situation and task in
hand, and the degree of responsi-
bility involved in determining to
attack so large a force, which out-
nuinbered the convoy at least ten
to one.

It seemed almost rashness to at-
tack, but Lieutenant Baldwin knew
his men, and knew they would
fight. He also knew that he had
the important element of surprise
in his favor.

Wagon Train in Front Line
The train guard was brought to

the front, the train forming in
double column, with lead teams on
a line with the most advanced
troops. The wagonmaster was in-
formed that he would have no train
guard, and that the safety of the
train depended on its keeping
abreast of the front-line troops.
Thus the wagon train for the time
being enjoyed the distinction of be-
ing in the front line.
Without halting a moment this

formation was completed. The
fighting force was in single line,
train and howitzer in the center.
Under the circumstances this was
the best formation for an offensive
attack, but to succeed it must be
expeditiously carried out.

Without hesitation, Lieutenant
Baldwin rode ahead a few yards,
and the hostile camp was discov-
ered less than a mile away. It was
a reckless undertaking, but this
was no time to think of that. The
troops having reached the crest of
the divide, the trumpeters sounded
the charge, and as the clear, shrill
notes of that thrilling call echoed
through the valley, reaching the
ears of the Indians, which was evi-
dently their first warning of any
danger, yelling troopers, wagon
train and all rushed madly down
the slope, into and through the In-
dian camp like a hurricane.
The charge was spectacular,

grand, and most effective in results.
Old soldiers believe it is the first
instance in an engagement where

effective. This was returned with
deliberation and effect by the
troops and the hostiles were driven
back in much confusion.

After reaching this position the
command was on the plain, and the
view presented as far as the eye
could reach was a vast expanse of
comparatively level, barren coun-
try, covered with squaws and chil-
dren in full flight from one to three
miles away. The obstinate braves,
however, were gathering again to
contest the advance, keeping be-
tween the troops and their fleeing
squaws and children.

Infantry in Wagons Again
Here the infantry was put back

into the wagons, and all hands had
a short rest. Then the aggressive
forward movement was resumed.
All efforts to impede the advance
of the troops were feeble; the how-
itzer was brought to bear upon
them, and finally the mounted
troops were ordered to charge,
which was done with most satisfac-
tory results. The Indians were
breaking up, and no subsequent
demonstration was made by them
that was at all formidable, or that
retarded the command in the least.

After being followed for about
12 miles, the Indians scattered, and
shortly not a brave was in sight.
The pursuit was then discontinued,
owing principally to the utter ex-
haustion of both men and animals.
The troops had been four hours
under fire, all this time advancing
rapidly as possible. Subsequently
General Miles, with four troops of
cavalry, joined the convoy.
The results of the engagement

were the utter defeat and scattering
of Grey Beard's band of more than
300 warriors; the capture of his
camp with its entire paraphernalia,
and many ponies, and last, but most
important of all, the rescue of two
of the white children, Adelaide and
Julia Germain.
There is no doubt but that the

Indians would have murdered these
girls, had it not been for the sudden

Sophie and Catherine Germain, the two elder girls who were captur
ed

by Kicking Horse and his band of renegade Indians of various tribes. These

young girls, one sixteen and the other seventeen years old, were held captive

by the Idians for several months, during which time they were subjected to

torture and abuse too revolting to repeat. One of them, the younger, it
 is

said, died shortly after the Indiana released them, as a result of her exp
er-

iences, while the older sister later came to Montana and became the wife of

a Cattle man.

every man, hoof and wheel was
used in the first onslaught on an
enemy's camp. There was stam-
pede on the part of the Indians,
and not one of them was found in
the camp, excepting those who had
been disabled.

Warriors Make a Stand.
They retreated to the westward,

reaching the Staked Plain only a
short distance away. The com-
mand closely followed, not stop-
ping an instant at the camp, but
keeping on to where the warriors
made a stand. The Indians held
their position for some time, thus
enabling their squaws and children
to get out of reach of the trqops.
Taking then only the time nfces-

rary to re-form the command/as at
the start, the advance was resumed.
It was not difficult now to force
the enemy back, although there was
a constant fusilade of shots poured
into the advancing lines at long
range, which fortunately were not

attack of the troops. The specta-
cle presented of 23 six-mule teams
and wagons in double column, and
flanked by the cavalry charging as
foragers, coming down the slope at
a run (the wagons, it should be re
membered, were empty save for a
few infantrymen in each) was ex-
tremely terrifying. Instead of be-
ing a cource of weakness, as is usu-
ally the case, the train was actually
an asset in this instance.

According to rules laid down 4n

the military manuals, the tram

would have been left under cover

at the rear, under a small guard.

This measure, however, would have

depleted Lieutenant Baldwin's al-
ready too small attacking force,
and any gtiard which he could have
left would have been to small ade
quafely to protect the train from
any serious attack. He had to make
his decision on the spur of the mo-

ment, and he did.

The children were found in Grey
Beard's abandoned tepee by a sol-
dier of Company D, 5th Infantry.
Their story was heartrending, and
they were in a most pitiable con-
dition; scarred, bruised and sun-
burned so as to be almost beyond
recognition. Their clothes in rags,
and in a starving condition, they
were taken in charge and carefully
looked after by Dr. Junius L. Pow-
ell, medical department, now colo-
nel, U. S. A., retired, and were soon
restored to normal health.
For this service Lieutenant Bald-

win was awarded the congressional
medal of honor. The citation ac-
companying it reads:
"The congress of the United

States to Captain Frank D. Bald-
win, 5th United States Infantry, for
rescuing with two companies two
white girls by volunteer attack up-
on Indians whose superior numbers
and strong position would have
warranted delay for reinforcements
but which delay would have per-
mitted the Indians to escape and
kill their captives."

Lieutenant Baldwin's Reward
In this campaign Lieutenant

Baldwin was also awarded the bre-
vet of captain, the citation, as
shown by the army register, read-
ing for "Gallant service in action
against Indians in the Salt Fork of
the Red River, Texas, August 30,
1874, and in McLellan's creek, Tex.,
November 8, 1874."

Lietenant Overton and Bailey
were brevetted, the former for "gal-
lant services in leading a cavalry
charge in the action against Indi-
ans on McLellan's creek, Texas,
November 8, 1874."
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