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TO FINANCE DRILLING OF
NORTHERN GUSHER

After Several Struggles Managed to

Raise Money for Drilling; Van

Meer Got in For f4.300; Now Is on

Road to Wealth.

Last March Bill Mansfield start-

ed out to finance a drilling com-
pany by getting credit for a rail-

road ticket from Sunburst to Sweet

Grass. Recently he drove his new

Packard car into Great Falls.

While Bill WWI going through

this transition he and his asso-

ciates extracted the Kevin-Sun-

burst oil field from a depression

that promised to bar development

and expansion for the reivainder

of the year. Two weeks ago the

field was inert. A discouraging

calm pervaded the entire area. The

psychology of the situation had

been made worse by the reaction

from the failure of the drills to

resume when the producing wells

were again placed on the pump

April I.

A few scattering wells were drill-
ing but in the main the development
end of the field was at a standstill.
Fleets of trucks which had found em-
ploYeelit last year were preparing
to move on to greener pastures. All
of the side lines that are incident to
an expanding oil field were idle. Tie
territory was in a fair way to be de-
serted by its oil population within
a short time. except for the relative-
ly small crews needed to man the
pumps.
The field now is the scene of all

the hustle and bustle and confusion
that attend an oil boom. Rigs are
going up. Wells are being spudded.
Fleets of trucks are working 24-
hour shifts. Tankage is being erect-
ed and additional pipe lines are con-
templated. Acreage values are
strong. Big operators who had con-
templated no immediate operations
are recruiting crews and directly the
field again will be under full head.
Shelby scenes bring up memories of
the days of Gibbons and Dempsey.
The difference between the field of

weeks ago and the field of today is
the Van Meer well, assisted some-
what by the Foster-Sweeney and the
Dakota-Montana. The controlling
force which converted the field from
a state of depression to one of renew-
ed life and expansion was the Van
Meer and interwoven into the history
of the Van Meer is one of the finest
stories of pluck and nerve Montana
oil has produced.

Injects New Life
As the new life that has been in-

jeeted into the northern Montana
field is traceable to the Van Meer
well, so is the well traceable to Bill
Mansfield, Jack Decker and Bob Van
Meer. Mostly to Mansfield.
When the year 1923 was well ad-

vanced. Mansfield found himself in
possession of $5,000 in cash and a
chance to buy 320 acres in 15-35-1
east. He paid $3,200 for the land
and spent the rest of his money at-
tempting to promote a company to
drill it. People across the border
were reported to be oil interested
to the point of producing hard cash,
so Mansfield went to Fernie, B.C.
He spread his enthusiasm around the
place a few days and was preparing
to return with enough money to drill
the well, when a bank failure left
him flat.

Followed a trip to California in an
attempt to get backing and there the
last wrinkle was erased from his roll.
Back in Great Falls he met Van Meer
and for $500 he gave Van Meer half
the acreage up in 35-1e. He said re-
cently he would have taken $50. An
agreement was made that this money
should be used in promoting a drill-
ing company. This time Mansfield
went to Lethbridge and from the
good citizens of that place he dis-
lodged a promise of $20,000. Bill
figured he was sitting on the world
and was preparing to break the glad-
tome news to Van Meer when he sud-
denly found himself without a cent,
and without a friend. Somebody had
:taken upon himself to spill Bill's
beans.

"In Bad' Again
Word was spread about the domin-

ion city that Bill was an awful liar.
He had misrepresented the field; told
stories, about production; prevari-
cated aiout the geology and general-
ly got himself in bad. It was news to
Bill when they told him about it, but
there wasn't much he could do. He
couldn't even eat. That was early in
January and most of the thermome-
ters had congealed. Such of them as
were still registering the antics of
Old Man Boreas made markings from
45 and down. Bill had no overcoat,
but that fact he explained lightly by
posing as an athlete whose rich red
blood needed no warming.
Bob Van Meer had 40 acres aver

In 34-2 west. Jack Decker had a
drilling rig on one of the Empire
leases. Mansfield's assets were no
greater than he had brought into the
world with him—a rosy complexion
a lot of nerve and an appetite. They
started to form a company in March
and Mansfield began his job as fiscal
agent by spending his last quarter
for a drink; soda pop, of course.
Then he stood a Sunburst barber off
for a shave. Encouraged by this, he
went down to the station and used
his line of credit on a conductor. That
took him again to the Canadian bor-
der and from the yon flido he kept
Decker, who had the drilling, in
charge, in sufficient cash to keep the
walking beam going up and down.
The well was spudded in April 12.

and it came in the biggest producer
In the field and the medium through
which life was restored to the terri-
tory, on May 11.

Proves Strong Nerve
Just to prove that his nerve still it.

N
INE-TENTHS of the Indian
troubles in Montana, Wzom-
ing and the Dakotas in the

sixties and the seventies was
brought about by the dishonesty of
the government Ipdian agents, and
greater responsibility for the Ind-
ian' outrages rested with the, un-
scrupulous whites on the frontier
than from the natural warring in-
stincts of the savages, if the claims
of Henry N. Maguire, a writer and
student of Indian affairs of that
time, are to be accepted.
In 1878 Mr. Maguire published

a book entitled "The Coming Em-
pire" which he set out as a com-
plete and reliable treatise on the
Black Hills, Yellowstone and Big
Horn regions, in which he devoted
a chapter upon the causes of the
past Indian outbreaks and in which
he took the government and its
agents severely to task. Of. his
ideas upon the subject, as express-
ed in this book, the following are
reproduced:

I take the ground that the great-
er responsibility for Indian out-
rages rests with unscrupulous
white men on the frontiers—espe-
cially that class who act as gov-
ernment agents. The Indian de-
partment had always reeked with
corruption. Though the disgrace-
ful facts have often been reported
through the public press, I believe
they had not been proved, by offi-
cial evidence or, rather, that such
proofs had not been systematically
collected and presented until given
to the public in my Lakeside li-
brary work.
Since then Secretary Shurz has

instituted an investigation, result-
ing in unearthing a shocking
amount of rascality in the manage-
ment of the Indian agencies. He
has made the discovery that the
regulations of the interior depart-
ment had apparently long been
made for the express purpose of
facilitating and covering up "In-
dian ring" robberies—a fact myself
and other frontier journalists ven-
tilated years ago; but such dis-
closures, even before Shurz came
into office, were uniformly silenc-
ed with the official announcements
from Washington—made by those
who were really leaders in the
wholesale stealing—that the ac-
counts of the agents implicated
were regular; and then the whole
venial pack of party newspapers
would unite in denouncing the au-
thors of the truthful exposures as
blackmailers and detractors of pri-
vate character.
Thus backed by the government

itself, and defended by a mercen-
ary press, the direct thieves—who
divided their spoils with official
confederates in Washington, and
mercantile confederates in New
York--carried on their plunder-
ings with brazen and defiant auda-
city.
Almost every man who has had

anything to do with the Indian
business during the last 12 years
has enriched himself, and more or
less stealing has been perpetrated
in the management of Indian af-
fairs from the foundation of the
government to the present time.
This has been the real cause of

nine-tenths of our Indian troubles.
In this country, during the past 15
years, the agency Indians have not
received the benefit of over 20 per
cent of the money appropriated for
them under treaty stipulations.
But the worst feature of this

mismanagement, to use no harsher
term of expression, is that it drives
the Indians, both directly and in-
directly, to murdering whites indis-
criminately. Directly, because,
feeling themselves defrauded of
their dues, they assume the right
under their savage code of ethics
of indemnifying themselves, against
the whites generally; indirectly, by
deceiving the military authorities
as to the number who are out on
war parties, as was done in the in-
auguratimi of the disastrous Yel-
lowstone campaign in 1876.
The United States Indian, judg-

ing the whites as a race by what he
has seen of them in business inter-
course, has concludeic hey will lie,
cheat and steal; and ' o judging,
they believe they are circumstan-
tially justified in acting in bad
faith themselves.
On the first of September, 1876,

General Sheridan.ordered a count

is strong, Mansfield made a deal
to again take over his old acreage
in 35-1. When he transferred his af-
fections from this to the Van Meer
tract he got so busy that he forgot
about the lease and it expired April
10. Now he is going to drill a well
on it and the first bucket of oil he
w111 take to Lethbridge. There he
will hunt up the man who put him in
had last January and make him drink

to be made of the Indians at Red
Cloud and Spotted Tail agencies.
The result proved that there were
not half as many at either as the
agents at those posts reported they
were regularly feeding; and, as it
is quite certain that as many as
possible were got Together for the
express purpose of having them
counted, it cannot reasonably be
doubted that the agents charged up
against the government, and cred-
ited on the disbursement accounts,
tens of thousands of dollars worth
of rations that were never issued
at all.
But robbing the government and

starving papooses was not the
worst part of the diabolical busi-
ness. Misleading the military au-
thorities as to the number of In-
dians away from the agencies re-
sulted in the defeat of our soldiers
in the field, and the loss of many
white lives.
Twice as many armed warriors

exhibited themselves on the field
of the Little Horn, where Custer
and his command were slaughtered
in a body, than the government In-
dian inspector had reported as be-
ing hostile; and at the same time
all the routes to the Black Hills
were swarming with war parties.
The agents would have had the

country believe that nearly the full
aggregate of 42,778 Sioux were
subsisting, at the government's ex-
pense, at the various agencies dur-
ing the summer of 1876, when, in
fact, the agencies were nearly de-
serted during that period.
This gives some insight into the

manner "Indian ring" plunderers
speedily acquired fortunes of tens
and hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars on salaries ranging from $1000
to $1500 per annum.
Now, does the reader know the

cause of the Indian war of 1876?
Emigration to the Black Hills did
not cause it, for the government
plundered and destroyed emigrant
trains moving thither as well as the
Indians. The government does not
even now (1878), after the cessa-
tion of that country to the whites
by the Indians, adequately protect
the settlers there, although regi-
ments of her armies, supported by
the masses who are impoverished
by tax burdens as they never were
before, are rusting in the inactivity
of garrison life.
The war against Sitting Bull

was inaugurated at the request and
in the interest of the "Indian ring"
in order to increase and extend
their stealing facilities.
General Sheridan, in his annual

report for 1876, says on this point,
that the Indian inspector recom-
mended that Sitting Bull, "an out-
and-out anti-agency Indian," and
Crazy Horse, "whose bands had
never accepted the reservation pol-
icy of the government," should be
moved against by the military and
brought under subjection.
The plain facts being, that Sit-

ting Bull knew the agencies were
sitnply, schemes of robbery against
his people, that' they were only
maintained as a pretext to enable
villainous white men to steal from
the Indians what the government
had promised to give them, and he
very properly refused to be made a
cat's-paw to draw the chestnuts
from the fire for these rascals;
and troops were therefore sent out
after him to compel him to allow
himself to be thus used.
The government agents, as a

class, have made a mockery of the
Christian virtues, in their inter-
course with the Indians, instead of
illustrating them.
Then there is another class of

white men who have always wield-
ed a pernicious influence among
the Indians. They are the traders,
called "squaw men" by the better
class of mountaineers, having
"married" into the tribes. The
presence of this class of whites
among the red men has "civilized"
the latter in those elements of civ-
ilization which are its worst feat-
ures, while they have themselves
been proportionately lowered in
their natural impulses and aspira-
tions.
With their dusky off-spring

around them, they enjoy the savage
freedom they have adopted, and
would no more think of changing
it than would the savages them-
selves. A.varice.is the only posi-
tive quality of civilization they
continue to retain, and this has
been expanded, ratluav than con-
tracted, by their habits and barbar-
ous surroundings. They love
money and for it they would not
scruple te• trade to the Indians the
most deadly weapons, with fixed
ammunition to match, although
they know they will be used in
slaughtering white men.
•

Hie question of the excellence
and effectiveness of the Sioux war-
rior's firearms is simply a question
of his ability to purchase; and as
he roams over the buffalo range,
and traps in streams filled with
beaver and otter, he has little
trouble in getting the means to pro-
cure the best. Many of Sitting
Bull's braves are supplied with bet-
ter arms than the best used in the
regular army. Some of them carry
long-range sporting rifles, costing
over $100 apjece.
The opposing influence of the

-squaw men" undoubtedly caused
the failure of the government to
treat with the Sioux in the fall of
1875 for the relinquishment of
their claim to the Black Hills.
They have become natural enemies
of civilization.

Another special influence must
be taken into consideration, in ac-
counting for the extreme vicious-
ness of the Sioux Indians since the
discovery of gold in the Black
Hills by the Custer expedition, a
matter—though of great moment—
of which the general government
never too cognizance. A citizen's
campaign was inaugurated by the
people of eastern Montana against
Sitting Bull's band and the wan-
dering adventurers from the other
factions who rallied under his lead-
ership, in the early spring of 1875
—a year before the United States
troops took the field.
This was one of the most suc-

cessful campaigns ever projected
against the Indians. The regular
troops never made so brilliant a
record against northern savages.
The expedition numbered 150 men,
all armed with long-range breech-
loaders, and they carried with them
a 12-pounder. They moved down
the Yellowstone and up the Big
Horn valley, and back again, being
out about 10 weeks. Skirmish
fighting was almost uninterrupted
from the time they reached the
mouth of the Big Horn, and two
pitched battles were fought, both
resulting in almost annihilating de-
feats to the Sioux. The men com-
posing this expedition were all old

frontiersmen, well versed in In-
dian tactics, and they never allowed
themselves to be taken at a disad-
vantage. They never camped with-
out intrenching themselves in rifle-
pits, and their scouts were always
on the alert.
According to the reports of the

Indians themselves, at the various
agencies, they could not have lost
in that ,short and bloody campaign
less than 150 warriors; while some
of the expedition claim they killed
and seriously wounded twice that
number, or double as many as they
had fighting men. As incredible a,
it may seem, the expedition's loss
was only one man killed alai one
wounded.
Thus was war declared ag, inst

Sitting Bull's factions by the citi-
zens of Bozeman and the Gallatin
valley in Montana territory a year
in advance of the adoption of the
same policy by the government;
and Sitting Bull must have consid-
ered the Crook and Terry cam-
pan of 18M as merely a continua-
tion of that war. At the time the
first emigrants were starting for
the Black Hills the Sioux were
burning for revenge for the death
of the many warriors who fell vic-
tims to the Bozeman expedition,
the two pitched battles of which
were to them very Flodden Fields.
Aside from these causes of irri-

tation to the Sioux, the course pur-
sued toward Black Hills immi-

(Concluded on Agricultural Page.)
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M OUR SPECIALTY- .

Beautiful
Sets of Teeth

We have made over 8,000 Seta of Teeth in Butte,more today than ever before because they are of
superior workmanship, with natural appearance.

$15 to $35 Per Set
No Charge for Extraction when Best Sets are Ordered

FINEST GOLD CROWN AND BRIDGE WORK
Don't neglect your teeth. If you do you handi-
cap yourself--socially, financially and physi-
cally.

Out-of-Town patients receive prompt attention.
If you want the very best Dental work that can
be produced see us.
References by the thousand. All work receives
my personal attention.
if you have broken sets we can repair them good
as new. You will save money and get the very
finest dental work known to the profession.
If our sets of teeth are not perfect in every res-
pect we do not ask you to accept them.

DR. F. A. IRONSIDE
Largest and Best Equipped
Dental °Hine In Montana

EXPERT PAINLESS
TOOTH EXTRACTOR

16 N. Main St. Butte ha
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REGAL OIL COMPANY
SENATOR J. W. SPEER, Pres. A. F. MAVITY, Sec.-Treas. C. M. M'CUTCHEON, Vice-Pres.

NOTICE TO
REGAL STOCKHOLDERS

On account of the recent strikes
in:

The Foster-Sweeney Oil Well,
220 feet from the REGAL HOLD-
INGS, and which is a 300-barrel
well and increasing, and the

Van Meer Oil Well, one-half
mile to the west, a 3,000-barrel
well,

REGAL STOCK IS WITH-
DRAWN FROM THE MARKET

The officers of the Company
appreciate the liberal support ac-
corded this issue. Any subscribers
inclined to dispose of their stock
will please communicate with the
officers of the company.

THE REGAL OIL COMPANY,

By A. F. Mavity,
Secretary-Treasurer.
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