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grow to a large city and St. Clair has got to be the supply point for 
vegetables, hay, grain, etc. It is wisely said that St. Clair is bound 
to be a thriving place. The great improvements during the year 
1890 will be the bridging of the Missouri at this point and the 
establishment of a large creamery.

T H E  SLUM ^ I V E ^  C O U ^ T ^ V .

Twenty miles west of Great Falls, up Sun river, is located the 
oldest town, excepting Fort Benton, in Northern Montana. The first 
building erected in Fort Benton was in 1858, by Matt. Carroll. 
Eight years later Joe Healy located on Sun river and erected a small 
dwelling on the site of the house now occupied by H. B. Strong. 
In 1856 or 1857 the government erected dwellings at the Blackfeet 
Indian farm for the use of the agent. The site of the old buildings 
was visible only a few years ago, but they are gone now, and with 
them the last vestige of the first buildings erected in the Sun river 
valley. It was here that the notorious Henry Plummer courted and 
won the hand of Miss O’Brien, a sister of Mrs. J. A. Vail. Col. 
Vail was the Indian farmer then, and he and his family, agent Reid 
and his clerk Jas. M. Arnoux, made up the white population of Sun 
River, or as it was then called, the Blackfeet Farm. This was in 
1862. In 1866 the agency buildings were burned by the Blood In
dians, and in this year Joe Plealy and John Largent located on op
posite sides of the river and put in a ferry. Massena Bullard’s 
father also put in a ferry a little lower down the stream. On June 
30th, 1867, Fort Shaw was established by four companies of the 
13th infantry, under Major Clinton.

The town of Sun River is pleasantly located amid natural groves 
of cottonwood trees, and has a fine stone business block owned by 
the Montana National Bank of Helena, in which is kept as fine a stock 
of general merchandise as is carried by any house in Northern Mon
tana, a brick hotel, school house, Methodist church, a business block 
and several fine residences of the same material. The town affords 
two livery and feed stables, two stores, postoffice, two hotels and 
more than its share of saloons. It is blessed with good schools, re
ligious services, a literary club, good water for drinking or sanitary 
purposes, and a splendid country surrounding it. Coaches carrying 
U. S. mail run daily to Great Falls, Choteau and Fort Shaw, and tri

weekly to Cascade, twenty miles south on the Montana Central R. R. 
Good wagon roads center here from all points north, east, south and 
west. Probably no town in Montana has more diversified and almost 
entirely undeveloped resources surrounding it than Sun Rivery It 
is situated in the heart of what is known to be the very creTneae la 
creme of the stock ranges, and has the largest body of agricultural 
lands tĉ  be found in Montana surrounding it.
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This mighty work means the injection of another and important 
element into our prosperity, namely, that of manufacturing. It means 
that the mighty flow of the Missouri shall no longer roll listlessly 
to the sea, but that its power shall turn the wheels of manufacture 
and line the river bank with varied industries. The dam will be 
located about 200 feet above the pitch of the Black Eagle falls, and 
extend across the river. No expense is to be spared in its construc
tion. The work is to be under the management of Mr. J. T. 
Fanning, a hydraulic engineer of national if not world-wide reputa
tion, and we may reasonably expect that it will be one of the most 
perfect works of its kind in America.

The center of the dam is to be built of timber and stone com
bined, while the forebays and head gates will be entirely of cut stone. 
This will necessitate the use of at least 2,000,000 feet of timber, 
and of an immense amount of cut stone. This dam will in itself be 
sufficient to start the industry of quarrying. The river bed being 
of the most solid rock, a foundation can be secured that shall bid 
defiance to all the floods and freshets that may sweep like resistless 
torrents down the Missouri valley.

All masonry and timber work is to be done by contract. No 
accurate estimate of the cost can be given, but it will certainly reach 
$500,000. Work will begin thereon about the first of March, 
and it must be finished by the coming September or October. 
Some further idea of the magnitude of the construction may be gained 
when it is stated that the dam and head gates will be 1,100 feet in 
length and will require the placing of approximately 1,600,000 feet 
of timber, 60,000 feet of plank, 100 tons of iron and bolts, 8,000 
cubic yards of stone filling in the cribs, 3,000 cubic yards of gate 
chamber masonry and twelve head gates.


