
a  It M AT F A L L S  AND  ENVIRONS.

T h e  B oston St JVTontana C onsolidated Copper* 
8t S ilv e r  f i n i n g  C o m p a n y.

These massive works are now under construction at Black Eagle 
falls, to begin operation by the beginning of September. Our illus
tration represents only the smelting works. The extensive refining 
works, to be erected in connection, will be located just below the 
smelting works. At the refining works, the copper-matte will be 
manufactured into wire, sheet and other marketable commodities. 
The capacity of the smelting plant will be 2,000 tons per day of cop 
per ore. The silver contained in the copper ores of the company 
will be separated by the electrolytic process, and is sufficient to pay 
all the expenses of the smelting, this leaving the whole copper 
product net profit.

It is estimated that in three mines alone owned by this company 
at Butte there are not less than 2,000,000 tons of ore in sight, to say 
nothing of the inexhaustible quantities not yet opened up. When 
cross-cuts and levels are run from the 1,000-foot station of the 
Mountain View, another of the company’s properties, they will have, it 
is confidently asserted, a sure thing on 1,000,000 tons of ore from this 
one mine. The capital stock of the company is $3,125,000, in 125,- 
000 shares of $25 each. It has paid $925,000 in dividends, besides 
reserving a part of the profits for the building of the Great Falls 
smelter and refinery. The directors are men of high rank in the 
financial and commercial world. The general superintendent, Thomas 
Couch, is one of the most experienced practical mining engineers in 
the country. Beginning his mining career in England at the early 
age of twelve years, he crossed the Atlantic and came to the Lake 
Superior copper region while yet a very young man. He is now 
forty-six years of age, in the prime of a vigorous manhood, and is 
prepared to give the best years of his life to the upbuilding of this 
gigantic enterprise—the most extensive copper and silver smelting 
and refining works in the world.

T H E  liE A tD E f} .

The weekly Leader was established in June, 1888. In October 
of that year the proper material having been procured, the issue of a 
daily paper was undertaken. It did excellent work for the republican

party in that year, and in 1889 its influence was SO powerfully 
wielded that every republican candidate, with one exception, received 
a majority in Cascade county, though hitherto claimed by the demo-^ 
crats. It has been a strong advocate of protection to American labor, 
and has never hesitated to speak forcibly and strongly for the right. 
It is a seven-column folio, and its expenditures are double those of 
any other paper in Northern Montana. Its circulation bears the 
same ratio. The Leader has always kept in advance of Great Falls, 
and has many improvements in view during the coming season.

T H E  H E A D E R  R J i f i V R U .

The Leader Annual will speak for itself. Neither expense nor 
pains have been spared in its productions. In its publication have 
been employed from the Leader staff: PI. P. Rolfe, manager; O. S. 
Warden, managing editor; W. M. Lollis, city editor (whose death in 
January, 1890, brought sorrow to all of his associates); Col. J. 
A. McKnight and C. C. Cochran, special correspondents. We are 
indebted to Messrs. Gibson, Mortson, Anderson, McGinnis and some 
of the clergy of Great Falls for valuable assistance.

t^BRU  E S T A T E  S R l lB S .
In the absence of a boom or balloon inflation, the real estate 

sales in Great Falls during the past year have been large, going up 
into the hundreds of thousands of dollars. These sales are all 
legitimate transactions, not inflated to catch the eye and purse of an 
unsuspecting public. In almost every instance the sales have been 
made to persons who will the present season erect dwellings, busi
ness houses or manufacturing establishments of some kind on their 
purchases. Throughout the county the sales have been large in farm
ing and mining properties. Several large ranches have changed 
hands at handsome figures.

The coming season promises to be one of great activity in real 
estate transactions. Already the business men of Great Falls are 
receiving hundreds of letters daily from eastern capitalists making 
inquiries about real estate, etc. This is a healthy sign of the times, 
and shows that eastern capital is seeking avenues for safe investment. 
Taking all in all, the growth and prosperity of Great Falls, together 
with the surrounding country, is bright.


