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The people o f  Great Falls seemed of one accord imbued with an 
intuition of her future greatness. Impressed with the incomparable 
beauty of her situation and her truly extraordinary combination of 
material resources and natural attractions, the conclusion that their 
development and appropriation must result in the precipitation of a 
mighty metropolis upon the broad bottoms and grass-crowned 
pampas at the head of the great falls of the Missouri was irresistible. 
They therefore invested their money in lands and tenements freely, 
and with no misgivings that their hopes might be shattered or their 
expectations fail to be realized. Although the earlier portion of the 
year 1889 was not distinguished with much apparent activity in the 
erection of business structures, a large number of comfortable and 
commodious dwellings, including rows of eligible cottages, were 
added to the city’s adornment. As soon, however, as it became 
known that the immense Boston & Montana Copper Smelting & 
Refining Works were located here, real estate began to advance. 
Almost fabulous sums were paid for business lots. Acre properties 
came into sudden request. Capitalists and their representatives from 
the leading cities of the east appeared upon the scene, and tens of 
thousands of dollars were eagerly placed where, beyond all per- 
adventure, they would do the most good to the investors.

The sales o f  lots at the townsite office show transactions amount
ing to nearly $500,000 in a single month. The sales in the 
various addition plats aggregated about half that amount within 
the same time. Kvery available house was immediately filled. 
Persons removing from Helena and other towns were compelled to 
return because they could not procure dwelling places. Stocks of 
goods shipped to the city were either stored or re-shipped pending the 
erection of stores. The coming season will doubtless witness the 
advent of the unsolicited boom at Great Falls.

C H E C H E S .

The Methodist Episcopal Church has the honor of being the first 
religious body to plant itself at Great Falls. In the year 1884, when 
there were less than a dozen cabins erected on the site of this now 
justly famous city, which is “ beautiful for situation,” Rev. Jacob 
Mills, who was then in charge of the Fort Benton circuit, in true

itinerant style and with the spirit which has always characterized the 
pioneers of Methodism, began to enlarge his borders by including 
Great Falls in an already large circuit. He preached the first ser
mon in this place. Rev. Mills was succeeded here by Rev. Joel 
Yigus, who continued the work of regular visitation and religious 
services during the years 1886-87.

When the Montana Annual Conference was organized in July, 
1887, Revs. F. A. Riggin and W. W. Van Orsdel were assigned to 
the Benton and Great Falls charge. From this time the work began 
to assume some definite shape. Although several members of the 
church had come, they had moved away again, and they found only 
one member when they began their labors here.

Their appeal fo r  aid  was generously responded to, and the pres
ent brick church is the outcome of the liberality and public spirited
ness of our citizens. Daring the two years which these worthy men 
spent among us they saw many changes. The number of their 
members increased to thirty-five. A flourishing Sunday school and 
a Ladies’ Aid Society also rendered valuable services in many 
branches of the church work.

At the last annual session of the Montana Conference, held in 
Helena, Mont., Great Falls and Benton circuit was divided, and the 
present pastor, Rev. Wm. B. Coombe, was appointed to the work 
here. Pie has proved himself a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed. Pie believes in having a neat and comfortable house of 
worship, such as many have been accustomed to in their eastern 
homes, and visitors are often heard to express their surprise at find
ing such a beautiful edifice in the far west. Services are held every 
Sunday, both morning and evening, the music being furnished by an 
excellent choir, while large and intelligent congregations, which 
often tax the seating capacity of the church, wait upon the ministra
tions of the worthy pastor. There are now fifty-four members 
connected with this charge. A house has recently been purchased 
for use as a parsonage, and is now occupied by the pastor and his 
family.

Judging from the present outlook, Great Falls charge is one of 
the pleasantest and most promising in the Montana Conference, and 
to our readers we can confidently say that no one need hesitate a 
moment about coming to Great Falls, as far as church privileges are 
concerned.


