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This advance means a safe and speedy communication will 
be secured with the great Boston & Montana Consolidated Silver 
& Copper Smelting & Refining Company, at Black Eagle falls; 
also with the Child smelter and the wonderful Giant spring, below 
the Colter’s falls; with the Black Eagle Falls and Central avenue ad
ditions, and with all parts of the city.

THE E liE C T ^ IC  IiIGHT.
In the fall of 1888 the Edison incandescent electric light sys

tem was introduced in Great Falls, which has been generally placed 
in the stores, business houses and in many private residences.

In the fall of 1889 the arc light was brought into use, by which 
the principal hotels and business points are lighted with the arc 
light. Another system of electric light has been granted a franchise, 
and the plant will be put in about the first of May, 1890. A tele
phone exchange is also being put into operation.

^ I B B Y .

This is purely an agricultural and stock raising section. There 
are a few mining prospects in the vicinity which will no doubt prove 
good. The railroad is only eight miles distant. The coming year 
will doubtless be one of great activity in that section. New settlers 
are coming in rapidly and taking up the vacant lands.

The crops last year yielded fairly well, considering the dryness 
of the season. In some instances 25 bushels of wheat to the acre 
were harvested. Oats yielded about three-fourths of a crop. The 
farmers are all confident of good crops in 1890.

UliJVT.

Ulm is a station on the Montana Central railway, fourteen miles 
from Great Falls, and is growing into a flourishing village. The 
town already has a store, hotel and several dwelling houses. The 
surrounding country is devoted to agriculture and stock raising.

As a railroad center Great Falls is rapidly coming to the front. 
Less than two years ago she had no railroad connection with the 
east or west. It was only so long ago as Nov. 10, 1888, that she

had any regular mail or passenger service. To-day Great Falls is in both 
railway and telegraphic connection with the cities of the east and west. 
The Great Northern railway, connecting us with St. Paul, Minne
apolis and the cities of the east, is now the U. S. mail route for 
Helena, Butte and all points in the northwest.

The present year will probably chronicle the extension of the 
Great Northern railway system to the Pacific coast, the preliminary 
surveys for which are now being pushed with all possible expedition 
in anticipation of the commencement of active construction work in 
the early spring. The completion of the Great Northern to the 
Pacific will be the harbinger of a new and glowing era of promise 
and prosperity for Great Falls, which will then become the central 
and distributing point for the main line, whose eastern terminus will 
be at West Superior, head of Lake Superior and of navigation on 
the chain of the great lakes, with its magnificent fleet of iron steam 
cruisers extending the line to Buffalo, and whose western or Pacific 
terminus will be at some principal harbor on Puget sound, the har
bor of harbors of the Pacific coast.

That the Great Northern will have the shortest route between 
ship navigation, connecting the Atlantic on the east, and ocean navi
gation on the Pacific, admits of no question. That its grades are 
easier, and that the country through which it passes—Minnesota, 
Dakota and Montana—is more inviting to settlers than that of any 
other continental route, is equally undeniable. From information 
in our possession we may safely assert that the route selected for its 
extension from Great Falls will be at once the most picturesque and 
valuable for agriculture and stock growing of any of the transcon
tinental lines. Its intersection with the far-famed Flat Head lake 
region, abounding in timber of mammoth growth in the valley, 
navigable lakes and rivers, besides being richly watered by innumer
able smaller streams; a region of short and mild winters, where 
cereals and vegetables grow in highest perfection, and where it is be
lieved that fruits of every variety will flourish; where inexhaustible 
fields of superior coal are found, as also mines of all the precious 
metals, and where fish and game are more plentiful than elsewhere 
within the confines of the United States, together with the contiguity 
of this wonderful region to Great Falls, must greatly accelerate the 
upbuilding of our city. The desideratum of being the shortest route, 
coupled with the fact that it intersects so large an area of the very


