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best agricultural lands on the continent, must place the Great North
ern in the lead of all the transcontinental lines.

The B elt M ountain railway is a branch of the Great Northern 
system connecting Great Falls with Barker, Neihart and other promis
ing mining districts of the Great and Little Belt Mountain regions. 
Thirty miles of the road are already completed and in operation. 
It is intended to finish the road to Martin’s, a station about sixty 
miles from Great Falls, by the first of April, 1890. Heavy forces 
of men are diligently employed on the work, and the construction is 
being prosecuted with all the energy of the most enterprising con
tractors and most experienced engineers. The completion of this 
road to its terminus will be the advent of a new era of activity and 
prosperity in the Belt Mountain mining districts, which are be
lieved by trustworthy miners, prospectors and mining experts to 
contain the most extensive deposits of iron, lodes of gold, silver, 
copper and lead, to be found in any mining region on the American 
continent. It is expected and assured that the rich mines of Castle, 
Maiden and other districts of the southern slopes of the Belt mount
ains will be reached by this road at an early day. Thousands of 
tons of precious ores are held sacked and on the dumps of the num
berless mines already opened in the Barker, Neihart, Dry and Run
ning Wolf, Yogo and other districts and mining camps of these 
mountains, awaiting the transportation soon to be furnished them by 
this important branch of the Great Northern railway; and it is not 
to be doubted that the far-reaching plans of such railway magnates 
as James J. Hill and his associates, with the unlimited means at their 
command, will extend the benefit of this mighty engine of progress, 
without unnecessary delay, to every mining district and leading 
camp of the Belt mountains accessible to the iron horses, and where 
a paying traffic may be obtained.. A new year has dawned upon the 
vision of the honest, but heretofore almost disheartened miner and 
prospector of the Belt mountains. Their good time has come.

The Great Falls and Canada railway, to connect this city with 
Lethbridge, the great coal regions of Alberta, in the Dominion of 
Canada, is now under construction. The famous contractors, Messrs. 
Grant, Ross & Co., have the contract to build to Lethbridge, a dis
tance from Great Falls, almost due north, of about 220 miles. The 
locating surveys have been made, and work on cross-sectioning and 
grading will commence at once. It is intended that the road shall

be open for traffic some time in September, 1890. It is uni
versally admitted by the knowing ones that this road will be one of 
the most important tributaries to the progress of Great Falls. The 
road has already been extended northward from Lethbridge to Cal
gary, one of the most flourishing towns on the Canadian Pacific rail
way. Yast deposits of coal will, by this road, be brought to our 
doors. The extensive cattle ranges of that rich grazing region will 
also be rendered tributary to and largely augment the cattle ship
ments from Great Falls, and the traffic of the Great Northern rail
way.

The connection of Great Falls with the Canadian Pacific system 
will open up one of the most important feeders for this section. 
Heavy traffic must grow up between this point and the coast of the 
Pacific. The entire East Indies, China and the tea traffic for the 
United States, which is now monopolized by the Canadian Pacific, 
it is predicted, will ultimately be diverted from Calgary to the 
American lines via the Great Falls and Canada for distribution. It 
is impossible, we think, to overestimate the importance of this road 
as a factor in the permanent growth and development of the central 
commercial emporium of the northwest, at Great Falls.

The influence of the Great Falls & Belt Mountain railway (inter
secting the leading mining camps and districts of one of the most ex
tensive mineral districts known to exist upon the continent) upon the 
trade and commerce of Great Falls can scarcely be estimated. Be
sides the Great Northern, with its Pacific extension, the Great Falls 
and Canada, the Montana Central, connecting Butte, Helena and 
Great Falls, being one of the most charming and picturesque routes 
on the continent, the mighty moguls of the Northern Pacific will ere 
long be thundering through our thoroughfares.

For some time the Northern Pacific has had its eyes upon the 
mineral and agricultural sections tributary to Great Falls. Last 
season it surveyed lines from a point on the Yellowstone river 
through the Judith basin to within a few miles of Great Falls. Its 
projection would pass near the silver and gold mines of Wolf creek, 
Barker, Neihart, the coalmines of Belt and Sand Coulee, and through 
the richest agricultural region of Montana. The establishment of the 
great copper and silver smelters at Great Falls makes it a desirable 
point for the railroad, and it is asserted, by those in position to know, 
that the Northern Pacific will build here this year or next.


