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JUDGE, LWIFIERS AND JURORS HELD UP BY BANDITS WHO SOUGHT
TO RESCUE HORSETHOEVES WHO WERE TO BE MED LIT BOULDER

The term of court at Boulder in
1884 was one of the most notable iu
the history of Montana. Lively times
were expected, as half a dozen noted
bad men were to be tried. The public
mind was in a feverish condition.

Organized bands of horse thieves
and road agents made their head-
quarters in many of the mountain
ranges of the state and carried on
their work of plundering the ranges
at will, running off horses and cattle
through an "underground" system
to the Candaian line and to Idaho.
The stockmen and ranchers had

declared war upon these bad men
and had taken up arms. They felt
that things were getting into as bad
a condition as in the old pre-vigilante
times of the early gold camps. They
determined to resort to the early-day
unwritten laws of Montana, which
made horse-stealing and highway
robbery crimes punishable by death
without benefit of regular courts.
The vigilante spirit that presided
over the passing of Ives, Plummer
and a hundred other robbers and
murderers had awakened from its
long sleep.
The match that set the range war

against the rustlers aflame was the
stealing of 23 head of tine horses
from John A. Keating's ranch on
Beaver creek, in Jefferson county.
Officers and stockmen, mounted and
well armed, were soon in hot pursuit.
The chase was long and desperate.
Finally, worn with weariness and
anxiety, the horse thieves were
brought to bay across the state line
in Idaho. Their camp was surround-
ed by thdir Pursuers, and at day-
break, without parley, the battle be-
gan.

Desperate Fight.
Tired and hungry as they were the

rustlers put up a desperate battle.
Several of them were badly wounded,
and finally their leader, Munn, fell
mortally wounded. Outnumbered,
the survivors rai. d a white flag and
surrendered.
Two of the leaders of the gang who

were captured were Henry and John
Edmonson. They were hurried to
Helena and placed in jail there.
On October 20, 1884, court was

called to convene at Boulder, with
Justice Wade presiding. Judge
Wade, together with Colonel John-
ston, prosecuting attorney; Warren
Toole, Thomas Carter, Judge Chuma-
sero, Massena Bullard and others,
gathered at the Northern Pacific sta-
tion at Helena and went by rail to
the town of Jeffers° t, on the Wickes
branch. Many jurors were also in
the party.

Arrived at Jefferson the stage
coach, with nine passengers inside
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Thirty-six years ago, in October, 1881, a term of court was held at Boulder, in Jefferson county, at which members of a gang of
horsethieves and road agents were to be tried. Their capture had been effected after a desperate battle with deputy sheriffs and a posse
of citizens.

On the way to attend the term of court a stagecoach, containing the chief justice of the Montana supreme court, Decius S. Wade;
the prosecuting attorney, some of the jurorsfind half a dozen of the most brilliant attorneys who ever practiced in the Montana courts,
including Thomas Carter, afterwards United States senator; Warren Toole, Massena Bullard, William Chumasero, and others, was
held up by masked road agents with the intent to rescue the prisoners who were to be tried.

It happened, however, that the prisoners were not in the conveyance, so after being lined up in the road for fifteen minutes under
the guns of the bandits, the party was allowed to proceed. A few minutes later the bandits attacked a buggy containing Sheriff "Bill"
Cameron of Meagher county and his deputy, Murray, and a desperate duel between the sheriffs and the road agents ensued. Fortu-
nately the sheriffs were not seriously injured, but the robbers escaped.

The leader of the road agents was Con Murphy, a noted desperado, who had broken jail at Helena. He later was hunted in the
mountains, captured and was taken to Helena, where he was lynched by a mob.

and six on top, took the lead, and
followed by two wagons loaded with
passengers and a buggy containing
Sheriff "Bill" Cameror. of Meagher
county and Deputy SLarifi Murray of
Jefferson county, headed for Boni:
der. The procession, well scattered
out, passed through old Beaverton,
which looked like the ghost ,cif its
thriving self in by-gone years, and
then the climb over the mountains
started.

Suddenly, as the coacn came
around a sharp turn on the mountain
side, a sharp command to halt came
from a half-dozen masked men at the
roadside and the driver quickly came
to a stop.
"Get out and line up in the road

with your hands in the air," came
the command from the leader of the
outlaws, and the passengers com-
plied. The attorney stood, looking
rather foolish, with their lawbooks
at their feet. Finally Warren Toole
walked deliberately up to t`he rob-
bers' guns and requested thentto be
careful about handling the triggers.

At length one of the masked men
called out: "Get into the coach and
be d—d quick about it. Drive like
hell and don't look back."
As the coach rolled along, Tom

Carter remarked: "I don't think.
those road agents were as dangerous
as this break-neck drive down the

bill "Why didn't they rob us?" in-
quired Massena Bullard, as though I
they had been slighted by the out-
laws. The complaint caused a gener-
al augh.

Sheriffs Attacked.

A few minutes later the occupants
of the coach heard a fusilade of rifle
and revolver fire. They learned
later that Sheriff Cameron and Dep-
uty Murray, driving along and not
knowing that the stage had been held
up, discovered a masked man behind
a rock. "Bill" Cameron, who is still
alive and now resides at Chico
Springs, jumped out and asked the
bandit what he was doing. A shot
at Cameron from another direction
answered the question, the bullet
grazing his arm. Cameron cooly re-
turned the fire, wounding his assail-
ant. Another shot went through the
sheriff's hat as he blazed away at the
rock from where the firing came.
Finally Cameron made a leap for the
buggy and was soon out of danger.
It was hopeless for him and Murray
to fight the entrenched outlaws, es-
pecially as Murray's attention was
taken up with the plunging horses
he was driving, that were terrified
by the shooting.

It was plain that the road agents
had expected to find the Edmonson
boys in the stage coach, and had de-

termined to rescue them. The fol-
lowing day at Boulder, however, the
Edmonsoes were indicted and re-
turned under strong guard to Helena
for trial the following month.

Con Murphy Escapee.
•

Con Murphy, who until his captufe
had been the leader of the Edmonson
gan, was in the Helena jail also, be-
ing charged with robbing the stage
coach and government mails in
Prickly Pear canyon, and the night
before the first day of the November
term of court, he broke jail. The go--
ernor offered $1,000 reward for his
capture, but nothing was heard of
him until the following January.

Henry and John Edmonson were
tried and sentenced to the peniten-
tiary, the former for 14 years and
John for 12. The gray-headed father
and mother of the Edmonsons were
in court when they were convicted,
and thee' openly threatened Judge
Wade as they left the court room.
Henry Edmonson also threatened to
kill Judge Wade if he lived to get
out of the penitentiary. Threats
came from friends of the convicts, so
that it was necessary for the judge
to go guarded when he went out to
hold court.

In January word came to Helena
that Murphy, driven from his hiding
place in the mountains by hunger,

had gone to the O'Neel ranch in the
Helena valley for food, and being
accommodated, revealed his hiding
place to O'Neel. The latter, quick-
ened, no doubt, by the $1,000 re-
ward, informed the sheriff, and a
posse immediately set out for the
mountains to get the bad man. They
reached his camping place at dawn of
a bitter winter day. Standing waist-
deep in snow they surrounded the
place and had the drop on Murphy
before he knew of their presence.
Surprised and disgusted, he surrend-
ered.

Murphy Is Lynched.
The city of Helena had been in a

greatly excited condition since the
posse left. Murphy had been a terror
to the country, and the hope that he
would be caught and the fear that he
would escape or kill some of the
posse kept the period of waiting full
of rumors and alarm.
The officers and their prisoner were

expected to reach Helena about 3
o'clock in the afternoon, and about
noon it was noticed that men, singly
and in pairs, began to walk out east
of the city. Trouble was imspected
by the authorities, who finally learn-
ed that a party of men had gathered
two or three miles east of the city
for the purpose of taking Murphy
from the officers and hanging him.
The sheriff's deputy was ordered to

RED IFAMEDS ME WATERMELONS, ©ORM
MilD PUBMPKONS HERE 200 YEARS AGO

In the old fur trading days and a
century before, as far back, probably
as 1700, the fierce fighting tribes of
Indians in what is now Montana, in-
cluding the Biackfeet and the allied
tribes, the Bloods and the Crees of
the Rocky Mountain -region, made
their living by hunting, as did also
the warlike Sioux tribe. Meat was
the staple article of food, but at
times the prairie wanderers grew
weary of a straight meat diet and
turned their heads eastward to the
land which now constitutes eastern
Montana and western Dakota, where
dwelt the M_awl, ans, the Arickarees
and other laffians whg were known
as the agricultural tribes. These
made their living by farming, raising
corn, melons, beans, pumpkins and
other vegetables, which appealed to
the palates of the warlike hunting
tribes.

There have been handed down ac-
counts by early white adventurers of
'the 'manner in which the Blackfeet
and Sioux harrassed the agricultural
tribes, and the manner in which the
latter farmed. There are few Mon-
tanans today who are even aware of
the fact that long, before the com-
ing of Lewis and Clark and other
hardy explorers of the upper Missou
ri, there were in what is now Mon-
tana farms that yielded big crops in
spite of the primitive methods of
farming that was in use by the sav-
ages.

A Sioux Bald.

Perrin du Lac, a French adventur-
er, who visited the upper Missouri re-
gions in 1802, tells of a "friendly"
visit by the Sioux' to one of the agri-
cultural villages of t he Mandans. A
large camp of Sioux, numbering
about 2.600, came to the Arickaree
willage to trade meat and robes for
corn, beans and dried pumpkins.
Having finished trading, the Sioux
stole everything they could lay hands
on and then set out for their hunting
grounds, firing the prairies as they
went on all sides of the Arickee vil-
lage. This was an act of dastardly
malignancy, which would find a
counterpart today in the German
military methods of warfare, as it de-
prived the unfortunate Arickarees of
means of support for their horses and
prevented any game from coming
near their village.

It seems strange today to think
that the following description from
the journal of Alexander Henry Was
made of an Indian settlement on the
upper Missouri river over a century
ago, long before the influence of the
white man had been felt on Indian
life and customs:
"We proceeded on a delightful

hard, dry road, the soil being a mix-
ture of sand and clay. Rain being
infrequent at this season, the heat of
the sun makes the road as hard as
pavement. Upon each side were
pleasant cultivated spots, some of
which stretched up the rising ground
on our left, while on our right they
ran nearly to the Missouri river. In
these fields were many women and
children at work, who all appeared
happy and industrious. Upon the
road were passing and repassing ev-
ery moment Indians afoot and on
horseback, curious to examine and
stare at us. Many horses were feed-
ing In every direction beyond. the
farms. The whole view was agree-
able and had more the appearance of

is-4-1.71nallImsall.10011.111113611121

Bet of Early tampon Agricultural Implements, Consisting of Digging Stick, Willow Rake, Bone Hoe and Antler
Rake,. This Collection Is Owned by the Montana Agricultural Experiment Station.

a country inhabited ' a civilized
nation than by savages."

Farming in 1788.
La Verendrye, the, first white man

to see the Rocky mountains, called
by him "the Shining mountains,"
tells how, in 1738, descending the
Missouri river from its bead waters,
he came upon a color pf Indian agri-
culturists and gives the following
description of their habitations:
"Their fort is full of caves in

which are stored such articles as
grain, food, fat, dressed robes, bear
skins. . . . They brought me
every day more than 20 dishes of
wheat, beans and pumpkins, all
cooked. . . . We noticed that in
the plain there wer • several small
forts of 40 or 50 huts. They made
us understand that they came inside
for the summer to work their fields
and that there was a large reserve of
grain in their cellars. Corn flour
pounded for the Journey was
brought, much more than was neces-
sary. I thanked them, giving them
some needles, which they greatly val-
ue. They would have loaded a hun-
dred men for the journey."

In 1804. Lewis and Clark wrote:
"They cultivate" corn, beans. pump-
kins, watermelons, squashes and a
species of tobacco peculiar to them-
selves."

Size of Farms.
The average size* of their farms

were from an acre to three acres. An
acre may seem a very small piece of
ground to the farmer of today, but to
the Indian woman whose only imple-
ments were the digging stick, which
took the place of a plow; the willow
or deer's antler rake and the buffalo
bone hoe, an acre had a different
look.

Resides the vegetables above men-
tioned they also grew sunflowers for
their edible seeds. Potatoes were
first Introduced among the Upper
Missouri Indians in 1832 by James
Kipp, father of the late Joe Kipp of
Browning.

All of the Upper Missouri tribes
long ago lost the seed of the varieties
of melons grown by their forefathers,

I but there is evidence that nearly all
of these agricultural tribes formerly
cultivated melons. La Itaye, in 1801,
speaks of the Arickaree melons, and
Lewis and Clark mention the water-
melons grown by this tribe.
Most of these ear'', accounts give

the impression that th omen we e
the drudges who were forced to per-
form most of the heavy labor, in-
cluding that in the fields. To, those
who are acquainted with the Indians
it will be easily understood that this
conception of the position of the wo-
men needs to be modified. While
there is no doubt that their work was
severe, yet there is abundant *WI-
Once that the women performed
their tasks willingly and took great
pride in doing their work well.
As a matter of fact in the Upper

Missouri region the spring was long-
ingly awaited as th 3 time to com-
mence work on the gardens which
furnished much of the pleasure of the
summer; and the harvest time.
though a season of rejoicing, was
also a time of regret for the pleasant
summer passed.
The Indian woman was a real

gardener. Her methods were aot
those of the bonanza farmer of the
present day, but resembled more
closely those of the market gardener
or greenhouse man. She attended to
every little detail, working slowly
and carefully and taking the utmost
puns. She knew the habits of each
of her plants anal alie worked with
careful regard for these differences.

In the Spr lug.
On the Upper Missouri the agricul-

tural operations for the year began
as soon as th ground way. sufficient-
ly thawed in the spring, or even earli-
er If the new plot was to be cleared
for use, In the latter CARA all the
brunt' was first cut Gft from the river
bottom land. On an old farm the
work iienally started whea the first
geom., appeared on their way north or
when the Mieso•ri broke up—events
which usually occurred together. At
this time the old weeds and stalks
and vines which had not been dis-
posed of is the fall were collected

and burned. Meanwhile the men
were employed getting driftwood and
drowned buffalo from the river.

After the fields 3:ere cleared the
hills were dug up with the digging
stick, a heavy ash pole about three
and one-half feet long and one and
one-half inches in diameter. The
point was sharpened, greased with
bone marrow and hardened in the
firre. The slight charring made the
point nearly as hard as iron. Of
rakes there were two sorts, one made
from the deer antler and the other
made of willow shoots, one-half to
three-fourths of an inch in diameter,
cleverly spread and bent at the low-
er ends to form the teeth, while the
upper ends of the long straight whips
were bound together with rawhide
thongs to form the handle. The rake
and the digging stick were used only
in clearing the ground. The hoe was
the great implement of cultivation.
In early times it was usually made
of the shoulder blade of the buffalo
or elk, trimmed down, neatly fitted
and tied to a wooden handle with
tough gristle taken from the neck of
the buffalo.

An Indian Acre.
As a gauge of measurement the

Mandan Indians had the nupka, or
Indian' acre. This was a somewhat
Indefinite measurement, consisting as
nearly as may be of seven rows of
corn with rows of beans between each
two rows of corn, and with no fixed
length. It is believed that the aver-
age nupka was in extent about a
quarter of an acre.
The crops garnered by the Upper

Missouri tribes were at times but a
poor reward for the labor expended.
but it is certain that the hardy va-
rieties grown rarely, If ever, failed
entirely, for the worst season at least
seed for the next yee's planting was
saved.
The two great enemies to agricul-

ture in the Upper Missouri country
in the early days were dronth and
grasshopper*. In a fair years a yield
of 26 bushels of cora to the acre was
about average.

a all out 200 citizens as quickly as
possible to rescue Murphy. Bat
while they were getting ready, the
hanging party took Murphy and
hanged him from a trestle of the
Northern Pacific two miles east of
the station.

, Edmonson Breaks Jail.
At that time the penitentiary at

Deer Lodge was so full of prisoners
that no more could be received there,
and the legislature had designated
certain jails in counties where pris-
oners might be received and kept aft-
er sentence. The Edmonsons were
kept for a time at Helena.
Soon after their conviction there

were four or five incendiary fires
in the vicinity of the jail, and OW
supposition was that these fires were
caused by friends of the Edmonsons,
hoping that in the excitement the
prisoners might escape. The city
was kept in a state of excitement and
alarm all winter. The climax came
in April when Henry Edmoneoa
broke jail. But he was soon recap-
tured, and with his brother, John.
was taken to the penitentiary. The
father and mother of the Edmonsons
were banished from Montana by the
Citizens' committee.

Eight years later Henry Edmon-
son walked into Judge Wade's office
in Helena. "Don't you know me?"
he inquired.
Judge Wade did remember him,

and he likewise recalled Edmonson's
threat to kill him if he ever escaped
from the penitentiary, so he felt
somewhat nervous. Edmonson, how-
ever, talked about his old life, said
he was thoroughly reformed and
promised to be a model citizen for
the remainder of his life. Two years
later he was in the penitentiary for
a long term again.

ALMOST CALLED A
JURY OF SQUAWS

HOW JUDGE CULBERTSON OF
POPLAR LOST A CHANCE TO
FIGURE IN WORLD NEWS.

Suggested the Calling of a Jury of
Indian Woman Jurors to Pass on
Indians Charged With an Offense
Against an Indian Woman; Weath-
er Blocked Plan.

Judge Culbertson of the Poplar In-
dian court is a suffragette, Recently
two buck Indians were brought be-
fore him, charged with some °treats
against an Indian woman. He de-
clared that the case should be tried
by a jury of Indian women. His baliff
told him that it would be almost im-
possible to summon a squaw jury, on
account of the weather, and the sug-
gestion was not acted upon. Had it
been it would have been the first
case ever tried in the United States
In which a verdict was reached
through the deliberations of Indian
women jurors.
When the case was called, Judge

Culbertson took a quick look at the
Indian braves on trial and said:

The Judgment of Solomon.
"This is a case, pure and simple,

for one of them there women jurien,
like 'Tex' Rickard had," and waiving
his arms majestically like the old
Hornell emperors might have, done
when ordering -their slaves about, he
continued: "Sure this is a case for
a woman jury. Go out and get a
bunch of squaws and we will have a
trial that will make them all sit up
and take notice.".

His bent( informed him that the
summoning of a squaw jury would
take some time and because of the
heavy snow in the Poplar country,
It would be almost impossible to go
out on the reservation, and Judg Cal- .
bertson did not have his way. Oth-
erwise Poplar would have had a place
in the world's news of the day, and
Judge Culbertson would have been
lauded everywhere as a man who be-
lieved in the rights of the gentler
sex.

Ile contented himself, however, by
giving each of the two offending In-
dians two months in jail.
' The case Judge Culbertscn refer-
red to, and which precedent be was
following, was one 'in which Judge
Rickard called a woman jury.

SOLDIERS' FEET GROW;
NEED BIGGER SIZES

If you are going into the army, be
careful and don't pick Gut shoes that
are a close fit when Uncle Sam pro-
vides you with regulation footwear.

Don't do it, because your feet are
going to increase in size after you
get in the army.
The American army at home and in

France is rapidly (:eveloping larger
feet on which to march to victory.
Under the hard work of military
training, soldiers' feet expand in
length and width, and some of the
men in Pershing's army will do their
work MI No. 13 and 14 shoes instead
of the maximum No 12 of other
days. At his recommendation thee()
sizes have been added to the quarter-
masters' stock.
A review of the army shoe situa-

tion issued by the war department
shows that of 32,359 men examined
by medical officers, only 15 per cent
were found to be correctly fitted
with marching shoes. The follotr-
tug reasons for misfits were de-
signed:

"Inclination of men to eheary
shoes too small; faults in meths.,
of suparvIelon of fitting; insefleiseiti
numbers of larger and narrow
sizes; incorrect marking of slims by
manufacturers.


