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LOUOS RI1EL5 "JOHN BROWN OF HALF BREEDS," WHO MADE WAR
AGAINST CANADA AM WAS HANGED, WAS CIIMEN OF MONTANA
The passing panorama of history

in Montana has depicted some
strange characters who were actors
on the stage of our frontier drama,
but there have been few who have
left more of an appeal to peoples' in-
terest from the viewpoint of romance
than Louis Riel, called "the John
Brown of the JlaIf Breeds," once
president of the Republic of Mani-
toba, who made war on the Dominion
government, was defeated by British
troops and was hanged at Regina
September 18, 1885.

Louis Mel spent many years in
Montana after he had been exiled
from Canada, following his first re-
volt against the Dominion govern-
ment, and there are hundreds of men
still living in this state who knew
him well. The late Alex C. Botkin
of Helena, one time lieutenant gov-
ernor of Montana, .has left an inter-

establishment of a republic In the
provinces of Assinabota and Sas-
katchewan. He told me that he had
drafted a constitution and full plans
for the execution of the scheme. I
said: 'Mel, you had better be careful
of those papers; they are likely to
get you into trouble with the British
authorities.'
"He replied: 'Ah, I have buried

them deep in the ground.'
"There is realign to suspect that,

so far from resitating to accept lead-
ership of the half-breeds because he
was an American citizen, he acquired
his citizenship for that very purpose.
Repeatedly he hinted at schemes to
involve the United States in his rev-
olutionary enterprise. It was con-
ceivably with a wild notion that it
might further this end that he asked
me to appoint him a deputy United
States marshal, a request that I felt

eating account of his recollections of obliged to deny.
Riel, which follows in part:
"In September, 1882, while I was

making a canvass of Montana in an
effort to convince the people that
they needed my services in congress,
I visited Fort Benton. While I was
there a figure appeared in my room
that was quite sufficient in itself to
fix my attention and excite my inter-
est. It was that of a man of magnifi-
cent stature, six feet in height, with
broad shoulders ., ightly rounded,
and finely proportioned throughout.
He had brown hair reaching to his
neck and a full beard of the same
color. His complexion was fair and
there was nothing la his appearance
save prominent cheekbones to sug-
gest Indian blood. There was a no-
table dignity in his carriage, and he
had courtliness of manner that we
are in the habit of regarding as
characteristic of the French.

Spoke Correct English.

"My interest in the 'caller was in-
creased when he gave me his name.
I had read of the uprising of the
Metis or half-breeds in Winnipeg in
1870, and was not a little impressed
to find myself in the presence of the
ex-president of the Republic of Mani-
toba, Louis Riel.
"Addressing me in correct English,

which he pronounced with a slight
French accent, he made known the
purpose of his call. This was to se-
cure my official aid (I was then
United States marshal) in prosecut-
ing traders who were selling liquor
to the half-breeds. As I had not been
educated up to the practice which
may be called eclectic enforcement of
the laws—that is to say the custom
of punishing some officers and pro-
tecting others in a monopoly of law-
breaking, I encouraged him to pro-
cure the necessary evidence and
promised my co-operation.
"After my return home I received

several letters from him written
• with admirable precision in a hand

that was almost feminine in its fine-
ness. Nothing came of this for the
reason, among others, that the half-
breeds were not Indians in charge of
an agent or superintendent, and that
the sale of liquor to them was scarce-
ly with's the purview of the laws of
the United States. However, the in-
cident possibly possesses some sig-
nificance in showing the care that
Riel exhibited in guarding the wel-
fare of his people, lie was himself
a man of exemplary habits and in-
tensely religious.

Teaching on Sun River.
"My next interview with him oc-

curred, as nearly as I can fix the
time, in the spring of 1884. He was
then, as he had been tor some time
previous, teaching an Indian school
that was conducted under the aus-
pices of a Catholic mission on Sun
River. lie had made the journey to
Helena in a cart, and upon his ar-
rival went into camp in the outskirts
of the city. With him were his wife
and babe. His wife had the appear-
ance of a full-blooded Indian woman,
and she could not read or write, but
it was touching to observe the courtly
tenderness with which he presented
her, and held and caressed the little
one.
"Another member of the party was

none other than Gabriel Dumont,
later the commander of Riel's army
in the Saskatchewan rebellion, who
so mon the admiration of the Canad-
ian soldiers by his skill and daring
In that insurrection that if they did
not connive at his escape, they were
at least glad when he was spared the
fate that befell his leader. Ile was
diffident, taciturn man, and in
the many hours that I passed al his
company he scarcely spoke a dozen
times; but his short, stout frame and
strongly marked features conveyed
the impression of a resolute char-
acter.

Wanted to Be Citizen.

"On the occasion of this visit, Biel
informed me that his object was to
become a citizen of the UntTed States.
I gave him all the assistance in my
power, and I am not apt to forget the
almost childish delight with which
he received his certificate of natural-
ization, to which Mr. Beattie, the
clerk of the court, had attached a
seal on glittering gilt paper, and had
not omitted to charge him $10 for
the embellishment.
"In 'The History of the Northwest

Rebellion of 1885,' by Dr. Mulvany,
I find the following:
" 'When the Northwest half-breeds

asked him (Mel) to lead them as he
had led them in Manitoba, he at first
refused, saying that he was a citizen
of the United States and wished to
have no more Canadian troubles, but
their entreaties prevailed on him to
consent.'
"While Mel may have seen fit to

be coy, I cannot accept the above
statement in its entirety. During
his visit to Helena he called repeat-
edly at my office and my house. In
tie course of our conversations he
disclosed the fact that be had then
projected a movement for the inde-
pendence of the half-breeds and the

Dreamed Half-Breed Republic.

"It was of not a little interest to
listen as he unfolded his dream of a
half-breed republic. In his belief
the half-breeds were a distinct raciai
people, deserving of political equal-
ity and adequate to the responsibil-
ities of self-government. Some ex-
plantation of his confidence might
be found in the fact that the
Metis, with whom he was as-
sociated with in his earlier
years, were the agricultural settlers
of Manitoba, who were presumably
a more stable and intelligent class
than the wandering half-breeds who
drifted hither and thither over the
Rocky Mountain region during the
frontier days.
"His project was to gather the

half-breeds from the United States
and all the British provinces in
North America and so build a nation.
It was to possess a republican from
of government. The Catholic relig-
ion was to be recognized in the con-
stitution as the faith of the people,
but there was to be a repudiation of
the authority of Rome. Riel was to

head this unique experiment, but it vigor and untiring energy. Seizing
Fort Garry, he speedily established
the authority of the insurrectionary
government throughtout the prov-
ince. A Canadian, Thomas Scott,
Who defied Riel's authority, was sen-
tenced to death and executed.

Archibishop Tache, who enjoyed

is only just to add my conviction that
personal ambition was not the con-
trolling motive of Louis Mel, and
that there was no taint of self-seek-
ing in his efforts for freedom, Pil-
ate and humanity."

Story of Louis Mel.
the confidence and affection of theLouis Riel's father was a full-
insurgents, visited Fort Garry, andblooded Scandinavian, and his moth- by liberal promises of clemencyer partly Irish and partly Indian. He
created a more conciliatory senwas born at St. Boniface, five miles ment. In the meanwhile the Domin-from Winnipeg. Destined for the ion government had sent Colonelpriesthood from his birth, after his Garnet Wolsey, later field marshalschooling at his birthplace he was and commander-in-chief of the Brit-sent to the Jesuit college at Montreal. ish army, to supress Mel and his fol-There he was noted for his diligence lowers, lot the soldiers did not reachand proficiency in his studies. He Manitoba until August, 1870.was master of Latin, French and

In the meantime the DominionEnglish, and later learned four Iii 
government had passed the Manitoba(Ban languages. He left college, act, which admitted that provincehowever, without taking orders in into the confederation of provincespriesthood. 

,.with a local self-government, repre-
In 1869 when the Hudson BaY sentation In parliament and made

company surrendered Manitoba and provision to recognize the rights of
the Northwest Territory to the Do- the half-breeds to their lands. Near-
minion government, the half-breeds ly all of the demands of the rebels
were loud in their expressions of dis- were conceded, and when the Wolsey
content. They alleged that they had expedition rear bed the province, the
no assurance that they would be pro- ' provincial goi ernment had melted
tected in possession of their farms, away and Riel had fled to Montana.
and therein, at least, their cause was In 1874, at the general election,
founded In justice. Soot, they as- Biel, although a fugitive in Montana,
Burned an attitude of open revolt ' was elected to parliament for the die-
and organized a republic with a pro- trict of Provencher in Manitoba, and
visional government, at the head of notwithstanding that there was an
which was Riel. indictment against him for the mur-
Mel demanded for his constituents der of Scott, he went secretly to Ot-

fair representation In the Dominion taws, where by means that have nev-
parliament, a provincial legislature, or been explained he took oath and
local self-government, the official signed the roll, but thereupon return-
use of both the French and English ed to Montana.
languages, land grants for the paro- Parliament met and expelled him,
chial schools and public improve- a new election being ordered. Mel
ments, a free homestead law and the was so strong with his people that he
issuance of patents to settlers for was re-elected, but was again expell-
their respective holdings. While Mel ed. This time, however, an order was
is commonly classed as a visionary, made that he should be granted a
and sometimes as a madman, it is pardon after five years of exile
difficult to find anything in these de- should have expired.
masds that is extremely unreason- Rebellion or 1884.
able or impracticable. In 1879 he settled again in Mon-

Ric' led the revolt with dauntless I tana, where he taught school at the

Catholic mission on Sun river, at
times joining half-breeds to hunt
buffalo. During these years he lived
in extreme poverty.
The uprising in Saskatchewan was

similar in its causes to that in Man-
itoba in 1869. The Dominion had
granted to every half-breed in Mani-
toba 240 acres of land, but no such
concession had' been made to those in
other provinces. Other grievances
existed among the half-breeds, and
when Riel went among them in the
all or 1884 at their request, it is
c .ceded,by Canadian historians that
ha spoke with moderation and ad-
vised only pacific measures. His bill
of right called for (1) the division of
the Noethwest Territories into prov-
inces; (2) the half-breeds to receive
tlie same grants and other advan-
tages as those in Manitoba; (3) pat-
ents to be issued at once to the col-
onists in possession of lands; (4) the
sale of lands to establish schools,
hospitals, and to provide the poor
with seed and implements for farm-
ing; (5) reservation of certain
swamp lands for distribution among
the children of half-breeds; (6) a
grant of at‘least $1,000 in aid of an
institution to be conducted by the
nuns in each half-breed settlement;
and (7) more liberal provision for
the Indians.

Riel at War Again.
Kiel's petition having been thrown

aside by the government, he assumed
aggressive tactics. Believing that
England was about to go to war with
Russia, he proclaimed himself "The
Liberator," and established insur-
rection headquarters at Batoche.

Riel displayed genuine genius for
rebellion. He provided a commis-
sariat for the insurgents, selected
strategical points for occupancy by
his troops, and in the person of Ga-
briel Burnout, chose a man of rare
natural gifts as a military command-
er. Some fighting followed, in which
the half-breeds battled fiercely, but
they were unable to resist the train-
ed forces that the encountered. Riel

HOW UNCLE J OHM COWAN TAPPED STREAM
OF MILLIONS WHERE HELENA NOW STANDS
The name of the placer mining

gulch in which the city of Helena is
built is redolent of the early west and
the romance of human struggle and
strife after fortune. The Montana
Arganauts expressed in the words
"Last Chance" the final effort ef
years of wandering and fruitless toil;
their last chance for fortune. Who
of the discoverers of the gulch sug-
gested the name? History is silent
and none will ever know now.

Uncle Johnny Cowan and hfla par-
ty left Virginia City for the Kootenai
country, 350 miles northwest, in the
spring of 1864, and after traveling to
a point near the summit of the malt
range in the vicinity of Lewis and
Clark pass, were compelled by hostile
Indians to retrace their steps. They
prospected the creeks on their return
with little success until Silver creek,
where gold has been discovered May
7. 1864, was reached, when the orig-
inal party lost most of its members
who went to work in that gulch. Oth-
ers went on to Prickly Pear, six miles
east of Last Chance, where gold was
found two years previously by Hurl-
hurt. This left Uncle Johnny Cowan,
Robert or Reginald Stanley, D. J.
Miller and John Crab as the sole rem-
nants of the band.
Cowan and the other three mem-

bers of his party left their compan-
ions because all the claims on Sil-
ver creek and Prickly Pear were
taken up and they could get no
ground to prospect. The long ride
to Alder gulch and Virginia City con-
fronted them, the longer because of
their discouraging hick. They de-
cided on a final cast of the dice with
fortune and started to sink a shaft in
the bed of the creek they were trav-
ersing, which they named Last
Chance. Success rewarded their ef-
forts, and the gulch which was to
rival' the famous Alder was thus dis-
covered July 21, 1864.

Who Discovered Gold?

The excitement and rush incident
to the rich new diggings confuses
the record, and even the discoverers
themselves failed to record which one
of the party actually panned out the
first colors from the ground where
today stands the capital of Montana.
Cowan is credited with the discovery
because, perhaps, he was the leader
of the party.
News of the strike spread as only

tidings of a gold discovery can. and
six weeks after the original discov-
ery notice was posted, part of the
wagon train of T. A. Holmes, loaded
with goods for miners, halted at the
gulch after leaving part of the stock
at Prickly Pear, afterwards known
as Montana City.
The first cabin was built on the

present site of Helena by Cowan and
Stanley, but unfortunately its exact
location is not known today. The
first newspaper mention of the new
gold camp and future capital city of
Montana was contained In a letter
from Prickly Pear to the Montana
Post at Virginia City on September
14th, and even as early as that jeal-
ousy between the two rival camps
was manifested. The correspondent,
after indulging in some rosy dreams
concerning the quartz claims at
Prickly Pear, says: "Mining-is still
going on at Last Chance, but noth-
ing has yet been found of extraordi-
nary value."

Naming of Tewn.

The mining ramp of Last Chance
gulch was ehristened "Helena" by
John Somerville, one of the early

TOLD IN THIS STORY
How Last Chance Guleh was found and why it was Sc)

named.

How the capital of Montana got the name of Helena.
How the richest gold bar in the world was worked, yielding

$1,000 to the pan.
How X. Beidler guarded two and one-half tons of gold, haul-

ed from Diamond City to Fort Benton by mules.
How three safes containing the gold were placed in macki-

naw boats and floated down the Missouri river, with a 10-gallon
keg tied to each safe to act as a buoy in case the boats upset.

miners of the gulch, who had been
chosen chairman of a meeting called
to organize the district and estab-
lish laws and regulations to govern
it. A letter written by Thomas E.
Cooper, who was at the meeting,
says: "Thomas Cowan, from Georgia
in 1864, had a sluice and was mining
in Last Chance. A meeting was call-
ed to organize the district. John
Somerville was chosen chairman and
the writer secretary. The question
of naming the town came up, and
there being a great diversity of opin-
ion, and not being able to agree, the
chairman got up and said: "I be-
long to the best country in the world;
I live in the best state (Minnesota)
in tha country and in the best coun-
ty (Scott) of that state, and in the
best town (Helena) of that county—
and by the eternal this town shall
bear that name.' This name proving.
satisfactory to a majority of the
miners present, the name Helena was
acepted."

During the next year and the year

following, about 20 of the gulches
in the neighborhood of Last Chance
gulch were thoroughly prospected,
and in all of them paying gold mines
were discovered. The approximate
yield of the placer mines of Lewis
and Clark county, including Last
Chance gulch, from 1864 to 1868 was
approximately $20,000,000.

Confederate Gulch.

Confederate gulch" and Montana
bar were discovered In 1864, in De-
cember. The gulch is 35 miles from
Helena and six miles from the Mis-
ouri river. Montana and Confed-
erate gulch, the early miners declare,
produced more gold in proportion to
the surface worked than any other
spot in the world. It is recorded
that the enormous yield of $180 to
the pann the record in Confederate
gulch, was forgotten in astonishment
at the wonderful yield of $1,000 to
the pan of gravel taken from Mon-
tana bar.

J. X. 13eidler, in his journal, gives

/Diacoveryof bast Chance Gulch

r

this thrilling account of guarding the
gold dust taken from Confederate
gulch to Fort Benton, by way of
Helena:
"Two tons and a quarter of gold

dust, valued at about $900,000, was
shipped from Diamond City in Con-
federate gulch to Helena in the fall
of 1866 and placed in Hershfield's
bank. William Fredericks, -one of
the owners of the gold, asked me if
I could be employed to guard this
money from Helena to Fort Benton,
to which place they had concluded to
ship it, and then load it on a steam-
boat for the states. I agreed to go
Monk.
"It happened that Fredericks, in

the winter of 1861, was prospecting
in Colorado near the Gunnison coun-
try and was snowed in for the win-
ter. He had to eat his pack animals
to sustain life. I met him in the
spring as he was coming out near the
Twin Lakes. He came to my camp
nearly starved to death. I fed him
and his party some good substantial
grub, which they had notseen for six
months, and Fredericka never forgot
that square meal. I hadn't seen him
since till I met him at Diamond City,
Where he employed me.

"After we had made the deal Fred-
ericks brought out a pan of gold
dust and set it on the table saying:
'X, help yourself to a nugget.' I
picked out a pretty one. Ile said:
'X, there are larger pie a there—
take a big one.' Several weighed over
$300 or $400, but I was too delicate
and kept the first one; always was
foolish.

Trip to Benton.

"We started from Helena to Ben-
ton with the dust loaded on three
two-mule wagons, the gold in three
little safes--and 14 men armed and
on horseback. We camped at Prick-
ly Pear Canyon that night, and while
in camp an outsider came to me—
a man who was posted about the
treasure—and asked me that It he
would whistle and I would whistle
back, he would have the treasure
taken off and I should get my whack.
He started to tell me his plans—tell-
ing me I was to fix the guns so that
they could be stolen and that then
there would be no killing on either
side. I told him I did not want to
hear any more plans—I knew the
man and was well acquainted with
him, and I told him that if he whis-
tled I would kill him if I could.

"I reported the proposition to
Fredericks and it alarmed the outfit,
so that a heavy guard was posted;
the men two hours on guard and two
off. No whistling and no money
taken. Next night we camped at
Dearborn. Had no trouble until we
got to Bull's Head, 12 miles this side
of Benton. While riding at a walk
my riding animal broke his right for-
ward leg just below the knee,
through no apparent cause. No
gopher holes, rocks or anything to
cause it. How it was done none cf
us could find out. It just snapped off.
We shot him right there and left him,
and I rode on the wagon into Benton.
While we were there we fixed the
safes ready for shipping down the
river by mackinaws, no steamboat be-
ing there. We fastened 10-gallon
kegs, empty, with ropes to each safe
in case of accident and upset for
buoys to find where the sates were if
•awanitied. I got 11 ounces of dust
for my trip. They got through to the
states all right."

17 Head of Yearling and Two-
'Year-Old Bulls for gale

from the
FAMOUS VELIE HEREFORD

HERD

Most Intensely Bred Anxiety
Strain in the West.

If you need a young bull to
head your herd or for range

purposes, write to

THOMAS MELVIN, Herdsman,
Elk Run Ranch,

Highwood, Montana

was not directly responsible for the
massacre at Frog's Lake, where a
civilian settlement was murdered by
the Indians.
The leader of the Indians at Frog

Lake was Big Bear, chief of the rene-
gade band of Crees and Chippewas
that have been wanderers In Montana
ever since. Little Bear, who is the
son of Big Bear, is chief today of
these Indians, who have now been
granted a reservation on the old As-
siniboine military reserve, where
they are slowly starving to death.

After a few hard-fought battle the
rebellion was suppressed and Mel
gave himself up as a prisoner of war.
He was tried for treason at Regina.
The trial was participated in by emi-
nent counsel from remote parts of
the dominion. Riel's attorney made
a plea of insanity, which he, himself,
scornfully repudiated. He was con-
Victed, and on the 18th of October
was hanged. On the scaffold he bore
himself with dignity, and protested
to the last that he had acted in full-
fillment ef a mission.
So great was the sympathy felt for

Riel by the French population of the
Dominion that the MacDonald gov-
ernment at Ottawa was nearly over-
thrown because of its refusal to com-
mute the sentence against Riel.

Riel had been called the John
Brown of the Half-Breeds, and this
name is not inappropriate In some re-
spects. Like John Brown he was a
dreamer; again, there my have been
a taint of insanity in his make-up.
His demands for the people of Mani-
toba were for the most part granted,
and while the Canadian authorities
were preparing to hang him, they
were also proceeding to grant the de-
mends that Rid made for the half-
breeds in the Northwest Territory.
Patents were issued to them for the
lands which they occupied, and in
less than a year after Riel's death
they were granted representation in
the parliament of the Dominion.

In the little churchyard at St.
Boniface, outside of Winnipeg, lie
the remains of Louis Riel. His grave
is a shrine for the French half-breeds
of the Dominion, who believe today
that he, like the man of Harper's
Ferry, offered up his life in behalf tif
a poor and oppressed people.

21 OF ANACONDA'S
MINES WORKING

PRODUCTION OF COPPER FROM

BUTTE EXPECTED TO BE

BACK TO NORMAL.

Company's Mines Produced 225,006,-

000 Prounds of Copper in 1017;

Considered Remarkable in Face of

Labor Troubles and Fires Under-
ground During the Year.

Butte, the greatest mining camp is

the world, looms big in importance

today in the eyes of the United States
war department, on account of the
enormous demand for copper. The
new year opened with 21 of the mines
of the Anaconda Copper Mining com-
pany in operation at ft,11 capacity,
and the St. Lawrence and the High
Ore are two other properties that will
be added to the list of active mines
this week.
With these two'srri. nperties oper-

ating, production of copper from
Butte should be on a normal basis.
Notwithstanding that the normal
number of men are now at work, de-
creased efficiency prevents their hav-
ing brought production up to a nor-
mal point so far.

Considering labor troubles and fire
in its mines. Anaconda company offi-
cials feel that wonders were accom-
plished during the past year in the
production of 226,000,000 pounds et
copper, which fell short of the 1916
production by only 81.000,001
pounds. The output in December
showed an increase over any previous
month since last June, and the pres-
ent month is expected to bring the
production back to the figures pre-
vailing before last June.

National Life Insurance
Company of Montana

Legal Reserve Company wL.tIng tse
most liberal policies on the market
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