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CATTLE CERTAIN
TO BE VERY HIGH

AFTER WAR EUROPEANS MUST

COME TO US TO STOCK UP

THEIR DEPLETED HERDS

Day of Open Range Cattlemen in

Montana Is Past, But Farmers Can

Profit by Growing Better Grades;

Fabulous Prices Being Paid in Eu-

rope for Stock

Shirley Ford, president of the
Great Falls Chamber of Commerce, in

a review of the livestock situation,
says the time has come for the small
farmer to get into the stock business.
lie says the herds of Europe have
been depleted hy war's demands, and
when peace comes the Europeans
must come to this country to stock
up. He is of th+3 opinion that prices
will be very high. He says:
"The day of the great herd of ten

or twenty thousand head of cattle
has almost passed. Such herds can

Shirley Ford, Who Says the Montana
Farmer Should Breed Good Live
Stock.

be counted on the fingers of one
hand. But to illustrate what can be
accomplished by the small breeder
there are 3,944,000 head of cattle in
Iowa, four times as many cattle as
Montana ever had even in the palm-
lest days of the cattle industry.

How Values Increase
"In 1902 there were 1,048,559

head of cattle in Montana of an esti-
mated value of $28,560,233; in 1905
there were 964,679 head of cattle of
the estimated value of $17,352,775;
iu 1909 the herds had been further
reduced to 832,400 but there was a
rise in value so that these were esti-
mated at 823.071,000; in 1911 there
were 813,000 head of a value of $22,-
349,000; in 1911 the great rise in
prices of cattle started. At that time
it was considerable of a mystery to
the cattlemen of this state as to the
causes which were producing this
rise.
"The year 1912 closed with 732,-

000 head of cattle within the borders
of Montana of an estimated value of
$21,814,000. In '1913 there were
717,000 with an estimated value of
over $27,000,000; in 1914 753,000 at
an estimated value of over $34,000,-
000; in 1915, 791,000 cattle valued
at over $38,000,000: in 1916 there
were 894,000 head of cattle valued at
$45,000,000: in 1917 the cattle
numbered 983,000 with a value of
over $53,000,000."

After showing how values have in-
creased from $30 per head for stock
cattle in 1911 to $75 per head for
the same kind of stock in 1918, and
telling of the large purchases of cat-
tle by English, French and German
buyers in 1912, Mr. Ford says:

Some Fancy Prices
"The European nations knew of

the storm that was brewing. Their
purchases in the cattle markets of
this country and in the horse markets
of Belgium and France prove this
fact. The Germans had scoured the
Belgian horse market for two years
prior to the European war and yet,
foresighted as they were, I have no
doubt that they would have been
staggered at that time if anYone had
told them that they would have been
paying, which they are, $1,200 a
head for artillery horses and have
great difficulty in getting them for
this price.
"The conclusion of the great war

is going to see only two great cattle
markets left in the world. the United
States and the Argentine republic,
and the United States is going to be
the favored one because of the fact

ADVENTUROUS LIIIFE OF BOWIE COCHRAN
FAMOUS INDIAN PINTER OF THE NORTH

Between the Milk and the Mussel-

shell there is a wide stretch of tenni,

country; pleasant homes dot its land-

scape; tractors tickle the bosom of

its valleys; in season the song of the

reaper is the voice of a steam giant;
lowing lane graze in its sweet pas-
tures; youth and maid loiter beside
its still waters; it is the prairieland
of peace and Plenty.
Time was when it was otherwise.

Fifty years ago this section was one
of the last battlegrounds of the
white and red races. Because of the
succulent grasses which grew on its
prairies vast herds of buffalo fed
there, and where the buffalo fed the
red man hunted. The white man, dis-
turber of conditions ideal, who ven-
tured therein, staked his life. The
Indians killed that other whites
might take counsel and stay away.
But the white men kept on coming.

The fact that many of the first who
came were killed made little differ-
ence. And they had a way of taking
toll among the Indians too. So for
years this guerilla warfare continued.
White settlers, caught in lonesome
places, would be blotted out. Red
hunters, taken unawares, were butch-
ered.

Cochran, Indian Fighter
In this desultory warfare reputa-

tions were won and lost and in all the
north country there was but one man
of whom the Indians were afraid.
This man was William Cochran. In
his prime he was the surest shot be-
tween the Saskatchewan and the Yel-
lowstone. The, stock of his Henry
rifle, a repeater, was full of notches,
and every notch stood for a good In-
dian dead. He seemed to bear a
charmed life. Time and again the
Indians caught him out alone, but

always managed to get away and
ever without taking his deadly toll.
On one occasion, when he was shot
from his horse, he killed two Indians
as they were rushing up to scalp
him.

Finally only the bravest would ven-
ture against Cochran, and the word
went forth among the superstitious
Indians that witchcraft protected
him. Silver bullets moulded by fam-

ous medicine men failed to reach

their mark. It seemed like flying in

the face of fate to attempt to kill

the man whom the very gods, red and

white, conspired to protect, and

many Indians who attempted it took

the long journey to the happy hunt-

ing grounds of oblivion. This was

half a century ago. Now Cochran, in

the autumn of his life, is sub-agent on

the Belknap Indian reservation. He

ministers to the wants of the sons of

braves who made every effort, time

and time again, in the days of the

past, and before the great peace

came laitween the two races, to take

his life. He issues out beef rations

to his charges, and because of his

that its cattle are of a superior qual-

ity to those raised in the Argentine.

European buyers will have to come

to the United States for breeding

stock to fill up the depleted herds of

their countries."
Mr. Ford goes on to say that stock

cattle recently sold in Switzerland for

$280 per head. He predicts enor-

mous prices when the European buy-

ers come to this country to restock,

and suggests to meat eaters the cul-

tivation of an appetite for tuna fish

and whale steak.
Days of Free Range

lie tells of the first coming of cat-

tle to Montana in 1870, when the
stockman had difficulty in keeping

his stock from mixing with the buf-

falo, and in the '80s when it cost

about $3 to raise a steer that would
sell for $30, which condition contin-

ued until the coming of the home-
steader who turned the free range in-

to farms, and marked the beginning

of the decline of open range cattle
business. Mr. Ford goes on to say
that under present conditions, with
limited range, it costs as much to
raise a poor steer as it does a good
one, and the tendency is to improve.
Stockmen are willing to pay all the
way frouf $400 to $600 for pure bred
bulls with which to beget steers that
now command from $160 to $200 on
the Chicago market. Mr. Ford says
there are but 120,000 head of regis-
tered Herefords in the Untted States,
and a great many more pure bred
Herefords which are not registered,
altogether insufficient to supply the
states west of the Mississippi river
with bulls, where there are 30,000,-
000 head of cattle.
The small farmer who starts a

small herd of well bred cattle is cer-
tain to make money.

Dead Shot Billie Cochran, Famous I ndian Fighter of Northern Montana,
Whose Life Story Reads Like a J ack London Tale.

reputation no red questions his
measurement.

Rations Sons of Enemies
To this man, unquestionably the

greatest Indian fighter alive in Mon-
tana, reservation life, after the red

tragedies he has lived through, must
seem tame and prosaic. As he weighs
out beef and flour rations to the
spiritless sons of fighting sires, and
looks at the notched stock of his
Henry rifle, his mind must go back

ANGLO-L1 MICAH TREATY WILL
AFFECT 59000 MEN ON MONTANA

HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER—Montana Recruiting officers of the
United States Army and Navy, fraternizing with Lieutenant Donaldson, in
charge of reendting in Montana for the great dominion, which by its
wholehearted sacrifice, and the half million fighting men which has
contributed to the aid of Great Britain, has made good her claim
that "Daughter is She in Her Mother's House, and Mistress in Her Own."
Reading from left to right: Sergeant Matthew Young, United States ma-
rines; Corporal Samuel Neill, United States army; Lieutenant J. W. Don-
aldson, Canadian army' Sergeant Harvey Waters, United Staten army;
Private Harry M. Joy, United States army; Chief Petty Officer Frank c.
Martin, United States navy.

There are over 5,000 subjects of

Great Britain and citizens of Canada
residing in Montana, who are of
fighting age, according to the laws of
those countries, and who will be af-
fected by the new military service
treaty between England and the
United States, and which will go into
effect when the United State:: sen-
ate goes through the formality of rat-
ifying it.

According to Lieutenant J. M. Don-
aldson, the young Canadian veteran
who is in charge of British and Ca-
nadian recruiting in Montana, his
government has had access to the
registration lists of men, made in
connection with the great national
drag net when the conscription laws
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MON-O-CO
OILS

FOR
MONTANA

MON-0-ct. LUBRICATING OILS AND GREASES SHOULD BE USED BY MONTANA TRACTOR MEN

AND AUTOMOBILE OWNERS BECAUSE;

They are compounded to meet actual conditions in this state.

They are compounded in our own plant at Kansas City, in the heart of the mid-continent oil

fields, in accordance with specifications furnished by our field men in Montana. Our branch managers

and salesmen know what Montana conditions are, and they know just what types of oils and 
greases

meet the climatic requirements.

We know that our oils are right—we do not have to rely on any other refiner. We prepare our

own products and we stand behind them.

The MONTANA OIL COMPANY is a Montana concern; its home office is In Montana, and its

officers and representatives are Montana Men. We are right bore in the state to guarantee our oils

and to back up our guarantees.

MONTANA OIL COMPANY
A MONTANA CORPORATION.

GENERAL OFFICES, HELENA. BRANCHES ALL OVER THE STATE:

to the time when the man who lived
a day through considered that he had
much the best of life and was thank-
ful.
He does not look like the plains

swashbuckler. He is small and of
modest demeanor. One would not
pick Cochran for a gun fighter. But
in his eye is reflected the dauntless
spirit of the duellist. He has lived
a life of great adventure. He came
to Montana as a gold hunter. A year
after his arrival he struck it rich
in Bevinsi gulch and in a single sea-
son cleaned up $30,000. He was then
but 19 years old and his fortune last-
ed him through the winter. Then
he became wolfer and Indian fight-
er, scout and shotgun messenger. Al-
ways he was in some endeavor in
which his life "was at hazard, and
more than once has he felt the im-
pact of the leaden messenger of his
foe.

Cochran's father was one of the
ante helium captains of a Mississippi
river steamboat. Young Cochfane
grew up on the deck of his father's
boat, the Pembina, plying between St.
Louis and St. Paul. The river talk
of those days was of the wonderful
country of the west, land ef sudden
fortune and adventure. These tales
fired the imagination of the river-
bred youth, and in 1862 he crossed
the plains to Salt Lake on the old
Bridger trail.

Made Fortune in Placers
Talk of gold discoveries on the

Salmon river started Cochran into'the
north country from Salt Lake. His
expedition was headed for Gold
Creek when news of the Bannack dis-
covery came, and he arrived there in
October, 1862. All the good ground
in the Grasshopper diggings had been
taken up and young Cochran went on
the Virginia City stampede.' He did
not secure a claim in Alder. but in
August of the following year had lo-
cated pay in Bevins. That season he
made his clean-up of $30.000. In
1866 he went to work for the North-
west Fur Trading company, and he
helped to build old Fort Holly. Fort
Peck was built about a year later.
"I remember my first brush with

the Indians," said Cochran. "Half a
dozen of us, who were at Fort Peck,
went buffalo hunting. We had good
luck and were on our way back to the
fort when we were ambushed by hos-
tiles. They had heard us shooting
and laid a trap for us. We made a
rough standoff with them until dark
and then managed to escape to the
fort. I carried an Indian bullet in
my leg back to the fort as a souvenir
of the encounter.
"Every day or two something oc-

curred which would remind us that
our lives hung on threads. A young
wood- ehopper disappeared and we
found him behind a log, not far from
the fort, with his head split open.
"Two men Were cutting bay up

the river a short distance from the
fort. They disappeared. A little
detail was sent from the fort to hunt
them up. We found the dead body
of one of them, scalped and naked
but could find no trace of the other
man."

Fight With Indian.
In 1867 Cochran became a wolfer.

With two others he went into camp
at Tiger Buttes. Cochran thus des-
cribes his experiences as a wolfer:

went into effect. Under the United
States laws the alien was net sub-
ject to the draft, but under the treaty
agreement subjects of Great Britain
and citizens of Canada will be.

After the ratification of this treaty,
these men will have sixty days in
which to enlist' in either the British
or Canadian forces. Those who fail
to enlist will thereafter automatic-
ally become subject to the conscrip-
tion laws of the United States. A day
for the registration of this class, will
be designated by President Wilson,
immediately after the ratification of
the treaty.

Many British in State.
There are probably more British

subjects in Montana in proportion to
population, than any of the western
border states, as business relations
between Montana and the Canadian
provinces of Saskatchewan, Alberta
and Manitoba are fairly close, and
there is a great deal of travel between
this state and Alberta. But along all
of the border states there are many
Canadians who still retain their Ca-
nadian citizenship.

Under this arrangement three clas-
ses of British subjects will become li-
able to the United States draft law,
as follows:

Inclusive, who have en out their
Men between the age of21 and 30,

first papers.
Men between the ages of 21 and 30,

inclusive. who have not taken out
their first papers.
Men between the ages of tO.and

81, and between 31 and 40, inclusive,
whether they have taken out their
first pavers or not.

The draft age in the United States
U between 21 and 31. The British
lind Canadian conscription laws
Makes! all able bodied men between
the ages of 20 and 40 liable for the
draft, and this liability will be in ef-
tect the United States States as
Pell as In Canada and England, with
refereace to British subjects,

(Mt To Franc.. Quickly.
Uentenant Donaldson desires to

Impress on British and Canadian
subjects residing in Montana the

ABOUT BREATH OF
SCHOOL TRUSTEES

MUST NOT BE TAINTED WITH AL.
COHOL SAYS COUNTY SUPER-

INTENDENT

"Lips T&icTourli Liquor Canhot
dress Me," Is Edict of Head of H111
County Sclionle; Directors Who Ge
to Havre Must Not Visit Places of
Refrealunent.

The school directors of Hill county
have gone dry. It happened in this
way: bilis Laura Lovett, county su-
perintendent of schools of Hill coun-
ty, paraphrasing a slogan that was
famous in the ancient dstys of John
B. Gough, has made the statement
that "lips that touch liquor shall
never address me."

It would appear that Miss Lovett
has been visited at her office in the
court house at Havre by school dir-
ectors who were unable to withstand
the temptations of Havre, sometimes
described as the Paris of the border,
after having hibernated in a north
country village for several months,
and surrounded by neighbors who
would view with horror the slightest
departure from total abstinence.

Miss Lovett complains that school
officials have first partaken freely of
strong drink and then visited her of-
fices to talk school business. She
says that she is tired of having to
ventilate her offices after receiving
such official calls, aUtl, that, if the
school trustees from the'r.ountry dis-
tricts have to drink, they must do
their drinking after they have trans-
acted their business with the school
superintendent.

"Wolves abounded. We were soon
getting more than WP could handle.
We made a practice of skinning those
that were not frozen. The frozen
carcasses we would pile up to wait
until spring for skinning. We caught
so many wolves that we had to hire
three men to help us skin them. We
were living on meat straight. Every
day one of us would go out to get
the game which replenished our lard-
er.
"One day I ran across a fresh bear

track, and 'decided to go after Bruin.
I took along my Henry repeating
rifle. It was a splendid gun, - and
there were but few like It in the ter-
ritory. It had cost me $180 in gold
dust, and I valued It like a man
would a good wife.
"I had killed an elk 'and started

out to look for my bear when I saw
something dark move across the trail
in front of me. I thought It was the
bear, and was getting ready to fire
when six Indians jumped from the
brush on each side of the trail. I
immediately lost all interest in the
bear. Six to one is a big handicap
in a fight for one's life and I knew
that I would be in luck if I got away
alive. I got into a coulee, and was
making the back trail for the camp
when the Indians found me. They
all came out in the open. I got be-
hind a tree and counted them. There
were forty of them. They separated
into two parties, one of which fol-
lowed me and the other attempted
to get between me and the camp.
• "I made my start running. A

fact that a man who enlists is a posi-
tive addition to the man power of the
allies. He calls attentlen to the fact
that the British and Canadian war
machinery has been in existence
three anti one half years, and is in a
position to turn out a man quicker
and get him into France than if he
waits to be drafted into the forces
of the United States.

Lieutenant Donaldson has had
charge of recruiting in Montana for
the "past six months. During that
time he has visited nearly every sec-
tion of the state. He has been the
guest of several Rotary club lunch-
eons, which he addressed, and has
favorably impressed all with whom
he has come in contact. He enlisted
from Brandon. Manitoba, which is not
very far northeast from Montana as
the crow flies, and saw service with
the Canadian oversee i expedition
during the early and trying -days of
the war, was wounded and invalided
home to do recruiting. He has de-
veloped a wide soquatntaneti in the
state, espechlly ampng military men
and has represented the great do-
minion most creditably.

Discussing Sugar Beets.
Ranchers interested in the growing

of sugar beets met in Townsend Sat-
urday and discusied the feasibility of
Planting, a' considerable acreage to
sugar beets.

- — 
spent arrow hit rqs in the back of theneck but the thttkness of my buck-skin shirt saved , my life, althoughthe arrow made an ugly wound. 1—unelung my Henry and turned loose'on my pursuers.

"It was the Indians' first expe-
rience with a repeating rifle. Myfirst shot killed an Indian. Then,
thinking they would get me before,I could reload, they rushed. I was
shooting strong, and getting an In-dian with every shot when theytook cover. Two of the boys in the
camp heard the shooting, and cameto my rescue. We managed to drive
the Indians off, and get to camp, but
they followed and for three days we
could not light a fire, as we did not
want the Indians to locate us. Afterwe had been without food or fireall this time we put our guns and
powder on some loge and swam the
Musselshell.
"We found that we were not much

better off when we had gotten across
the river. The Indians seemed all
about us. But they had a wholesome
respect for the work of my Henry
rifle and kept under cover. We
dodged about the timber for a couple
of days. Adam Armstrong, one ofthe boys with me, exposed himself in
the open and was mortally wounded.We had to stay with him. He died
later in the day. Finally, after wehad been without food Or fire forsix days we managed to escape andget back to Fort Peck."

KWe Two Indians
So Cochran decided that the life efa wolfer afforded altogether too much

excitement. He drifted down to Fort
Union and on to Randall, where he
asscrtiated himself with Captain El-
lis. trader and freighter. He was
watching Ellis' stock one morning,
when in the grey dawn the Indians
came. His notice of their presence
came in the shape of a bullet which
wounded him in the leg. A second
shot wounded his horse. A third
struck Cochran in the side. His
horse, maddened with pain, ran about
600 yards and dropped dead. Two
Indians were sneaking up to scalp.
Cochran when his Henry gun got
into action again. He got both of
them. That was enough for the rest.
They remained out of gunshot and
Cochran's comrades rescued him. He
went to the hospital for eight months.
He had then been in Montana seven
years, had made and lost a fortune,
and when he came out of the hospital
all he had was his Henry rifle He
has it yet, and says as it has saved
his life on se -eral occasions, he
thinks more of it than anything, liv-
ing or inanimate, In the world.

Cochran was held up by the (al..-
ous Sommers gang of highwaymen
and went with the posse which WRS
successful in shooting up the band
and killing Sommers, the leader. The
highwaymen who were not killed in
this fight went to Canada. and the
northern country was rid of a crowd
that had robbed travelers for years.

Lauds Pike Landunky
Then Cochran became a partner of

the famous Pike Land usky, who later
was killed by one of the Curry boys,
and which killing started the Curry's
on their careers as highwaymen.
Many hold that Lan dusk y was
a bad man, but not Cochran. He
Rays he was the best and squarest
man he was ever associated with.

Cochran's ability to shoot quick
and true, and his tried courage made
him In demand as a shdtgifb messen-
ger, in the days of the armed stage
coach. His duty was to sit up hes, e
the driver and use a sawed-off shot-
gun on any highwaymen who mig!.t
essay to stop the coach and rob the
passengers. It is recorded of him
that no matter what the odds against
him were that he always 'He& and
bandits were inclined to give any
coach he was guarding a wide berth
and right of way. His reputation was
such that passengers wonld wait un-
til the coach of which be was guard
was scheduled to depart. His loot
adventure of note was when he 110.
companied Howard as a scout to the
battlefield of Snakecreek.


