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BEAVER AT WORK—Heralding the return of
spring is the work of beavers in their ponds
along the Prospect creek road. This picture
taken Sunday shows one of the numerous

ponds with the trees
background mirrored
of the water.
(Ledger photo)

CITY BACKED CLEANUP
WEEK STARTS TODAY
The week starting today and available only to residents of

continuing through Thursday,
April 30 has been designated as
Clean-Up week for Thompson
Falls by the city council, Mayor
M. C. Sutherland has announced.
The city will cooperate with

local residents who desire to
remove excess debris from their
yards by furnishing a truck and
driver to haul unburnable mat-
erial to the dumpgroun&Friday
and Saturday, May 1 and 2 only,
Mayor Sutherland said. Material
must be piled in an easily ac-
cessible place and if necessary,
assistance may be required by
the truck driver in loading.
The hauling service will be

the city and to those who contact
the city offices and leave their
names and addresses.
"The city administration is

aware of the effort most re-
sidents are making in trying to
clean up the town and is more
than glad to cooperate in this
way," Mayor Sutherland com-
mented.
The city-wide clean-up camp-

aign also has the endorsement
of Fire Chief E. H. Davis who
has pointed out that removal of
debris and trash lessens the
danger of fire in the summer
months.

AGENCIES START GAME
RANGE STATION STUDIES
First steps in a cooperative

long-range study of winter
range conditions for big game
animals were taken this week at
meetings between Forest Service
and Fish and Game Dept. per-
sonnel here.

Seventeen forestry and fish
and game officials attended a
meeting Monday morning in the
office of District Ranger Irwin
Puphal to discuss mutual big
game problems.
Monday afternoon and Tues-

day transects on browsing
ranges were established to deter-
mine long-range utilization by
big game animals on critical win-
ter ranges.
By establishing transects, of-

ficials obtain data on the type
and quantity of browse on a
particular strip of land. In future
years, data from the same tran-
sects will be compared to de-
termine the status of ranges.

Attending the meeting Mon-
day from the Forest Service
were Ross Leavitt, Missoula, sup-
ervisor of the Lob o National
Forest; Merle A. Gee, Missoula,
Region I office; Puphal, Clyde
Blake, assistant forest ranger,
Frank GuMmer, alternate rang-
er. Charles Waterman and
George Stipe, all of Thompson
Falls; Richard Carter, district
ranger, and Tom Coston, assist-
ant district ranger, both of
Plains; Bill Graham, district
Graham, district ranger, Noxon;

Bill Taliaferro, assistant district
ranger, Trout Creek.

Fish and Game Dept. person-
nel present were Fay Couey,
Kalispell, district big game sup-
ervisor; Dick Weckwerth, R. F.
Wilson, Kalispell; Dave Cooper
Libby; R. H. Lambeth, Polson,
and A. H. eney,— Thompson
Falls game warden.

70,000 Seedlings
Planted at TC
TROUT CREEK—Two crews

totaling 12 men have been em-
ployed for the past two weeks in
tree planting operations in the
Trout Creek ranger district,
Ranger John Brinkerhoff report-
ed Monday.
The crews, working under As-

sistant Ranger Bill Taliaferro
and Alternate Ranger Bob Bur-
ington have planted 70,000 yel-
low pine seedlings in burned
areas on 20-Odd mountain, north
of Trout Creek, and at the new
ranger station site.
Of that 12 men, four are

from the Noxon district and
the remainder from Trout
Creek.

At Prison Riot
Jerry Ross, son of Mrs. Lila

Ross, was one of the Missoula
National Guard personnel who
assisted at the riot at the state
penitentiary last weekend.

The Weather -
Date

April
April
April
April
April
April
April

15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Max. Min. Prec.
40
56
57
52
62
67
71

33 .59
35 .10
29
35 .04
38
29 0
29 0

30-Day Outlook

The mid-April through mid-
May forecast is for temperatures
to average cooler than usual for
this time of year across the en-
tire state. Moderate precipita-
tion totals should be the rule
at most Montana stations.

and mountains in the
in the glassy surface

River Flowing
Over Spillway
At Noxon Rapids
Equipment, including barges,

was being assembled this week
to begin clay patching of seep-
age points in the Noxon Rapids
reservoir upstream from the
dam. Construction forces on the
project continued to hold steady
at 250 men.
The flow of the river is being

passed over the spillway section
and the reservoir is holding at a
level of 2308 feet.

Placing of waterproofing prior
to placing the concrete wearing
surface on the powerhouse roof
was started. Also erection of par-
tions was started in the electri-
cal bay.

Setting of stator sections con-
tinued on units 1, 2 and 3.

Installation of air, oil and
water piping is continuing in
the powerhouse, as well as elec-
trical wiring and control panel
installations.

Additional riprap was placed
along the railroad spur down-
stream of the powerhouse.

Cancer Drive
Starts Today
"Give generously today, Fri-

day or Saturday, when you are
contacted for contributions to
the American Cancer society by
your solicitor," Mrs. Stephen D.
Babcock, local chairman, urged
in appealing for funds to con-
tinue the war against America's
most dreaded killer.

Individuals in Sanders county
receive help in the form of fin-
ancial aid from the society in ad-
dition to the collective benefits
we all derive directly from the
research and education carried
on by funds of the organization,
she pointed out.
"After giving your check,

complete your fight against
cancer with a check-up," she re-
minded, "remembering that an
early discovery is the best weap-
on for cure."
The Thompson Falls Woman's

club is sponsoring the local drive
headed by Mrs. Babcock.

Receives Award
Francis Doyle, son of Mr. and

Mrs. Jack Doyle, was among the
junior high school students re-
ceiving a one-year certificate for
acting as manager of the junior
high basketball team recently.

Teachers to Get
$35 - $100 Annual
Salary Increases
Teachers in the Thompson

Falls schools system were voted
salary increases ranging from
$35 to $100 per year by the
board by trustees at its reorgani-
zation meeting Saturday night.
Under the motion adopted by

the board, teachers will receive
a $100 per year increase except
where a less amount will raise
the teacher salaries to the basic
1957 Montana Education Assn.
salary schedule. Under this
new schedule the lowest salary
paid will be $3400 per year, for
a teacher with no years of teach-
ing experience and only a two-
year teaching certificate, and
the highest will be $5515 per
year for a teacher with a masters
degree and nine years teaching
experience. Other salaries range
between those figures depend-
ing upon educational training
and teaching experience.
The trustees also adopted a

motion changing slightly the
summer school requirements for
faculty members. Starting with
the summer of 1960, teachers
with a degree will be required
to earn eight credits in summer
school each five years. Teachers
withoth degrees-will be required
to earn 12 credits every five
years.
A bid of $19.35 per day by

Gill-Adams, Inc. was accepted
for operating a school bus on the
Clear and Cherry creeks route.
Only the one bid was submitted.
At the reorganization meet-

ing, Mrs. Stephen D. Babcock
was re-elected chairman of the
board and Dr. C. E. Rosdahl was
re-named vice chairman. K. C.
Zimmerman was rehired as dis-
trict clerk.

Sportsmen to Seed
Waterfowl Area
The Thompson Falls Rod and

Gun club members will stage a
work day Sunday starting at
10:30 a.m. to prepare and plant
a plot of ground across the river
owned by John Britt as a duck
and geese feeding ground.
The work day was planned at

a special meeting of the club
Tuesday night when Britt told
members of his desire to deve-
lop the area to attract more
waterfowl and also as a tourist
attraction.
The club agreed to donate $10

to purchase mixed grass seed
for the project for use on an
experimental plot this year. If
the project is successful, mem-
bers hope to develop more areas
in the future.
Tom Macho will provide equip-

ment for working and seeding
the ground Sunday.
A pot-luck lunch will be serv-

ed by rod and gun club members
and their families at noon Sun-
day.

Bids Due Wednesday
On IC Ranger Station
TROUT CREEK—Bids will be

opened by the Forest Service in
Missoula Wednesday calling for
construction of three residences,
a pump house and installation of
sewer and water lines for the
new Trout Creek ranger station,
John Brinkerhoff, district rang-
er, announced this week.
The new ranger station will be

located about a mile northwest
of the new Highway 10A bridge
at Trout Creek on the north side
of the new section of highway.
The three residences to be built
this year will include two three-
bedroom and one two-bedroom
homes. They will be of frame
construction with full base-
ments.
During the next fiscal year,

which begins July 1, the Forest
Service hopes to let contracts
for the construction of an of-
fice-warehouse and garage-shop
buildings, Brinkerhoff said, pro-
viding funds become available.
Other structures included in

Bids Asked for
Extended Route
Bids will be received June 4

by the Post Office Dept. for
operation of the daily star route
to Snider, N. J. LaFriniere, post-
master, has announced. Bids are
to be for one year.

Included in the new call for
bids are extensions to the pre-
sent route to provide service to
additional patrons. The route
will be extended to the Mercer
residence, east of Thompson riv-
er on Highway 10A, and will also
provide service to the Miller
and Hungerford residences on
the county road near the airport.
The new route will measure
9.75 miles one way.

LaFriniere said the mail route
driver will perform all services
for patrons on the route' now
available at the post office.

Spring Roundup
Slated May 23;
Officers Elected
New officers for the Com-

munity Swimming Pool com-
mittee were elected and Satur-
day, May 23 was selected as the
date for the fund raising "Spring
Roundup" at a meeting of re-
presentatives of 16 organizations
Tuesday night.
Fred (Bud) Moore was elected

chairman of the committee to
succeed M. C. Sutherland. Bob
Clark was chosen as vice-presi-
dent, Mrs. Harvey Hotzel as
secretary-treasurer and Mrs. Al
Wililams as assistant secretary-
treasurer.

Plans were made to ask each
organization to sponsor some
portion of the Spring Roundup.
tion of the Spring Roundup.
Planned are a street race, west-
ern parade, pancake supper from
6 to 8 p.m. and a dance with a
floor show and carnival booths.
Kenneth Haskell was authoriz-

ed to handle engineering plans
for the pool and go ahead with
the preparation of specifications
and issuing a call for bids. It is
hoped that a contract can be let
by June 1 for construction of
the pool.
The Spring Roundup will have

as its goal the raising of most of
the $4400 still needed to put the
pool in operation this summer.

Organizations represented at
the meeting Tuesday night were
the MNO club, PTA, BPW, Re-
bekahs, Woman's club, Ameri-
can Legion and Legion auxiliary,
Wagon Wheelers Square Dance
club, Lions, Saddle club, VFW
auxiliary, Lutheran church,
chamber of commerce, Masons
St. William Altar Society and
the Rod and Gun club.

TC PTA to Stage
Carnival Saturday
_TROUT CREEK—The annual

Trout Creek PTA carnival will
be staged in the community hall
here Saturday starting at 7 p.m.
A dance starting at 10 p.m. will
conclude the evening's enter-
tainment.

Features of the carnival in-
clude a king and queen contest,
booths that will feature a
bumper game, dart throw, base-
ball throw, ognib, fish pond,
white elephant, blower game,
ring toss, refreshments and
novelties.
A drawing will be held in the

evening for a certificate for two
tubeless tires, a ladies watch,
electric fry pan and door prize
consisting of a flash camera

future plans are two 12-man
bunk houses, a cookhouse and
possibly a steel tower lookout
50 feet high for tourists.
"When completed, the new

ranger station will be quite a
tourist attraction at Trout
Creek," Brinkerhoff commented.
"It will be right on Highway 10A
and overlook the Noxon Rapids
reservoir."
A 360-acre tract of land has

been set aside for the adminis-
trative area. A water well was

Carleton to Speak
To Lions, Students
Some of the top students of

Thompson Falls High school will
be guests of the Lions club toni-
ght when Dr. Linus Carleton,
dean of school of education at
Montana State university, ad-
dresses members.
The dinner meeting will start

at 6:45 p.m. at the Woman's
club house.

dug at the site last fall and
capped. The well was tested at
a flow of 60 gallons per minute,
without any drop in the water
level, which is about 25 feet
'deep. Brinkerhoff said. The well
is 215 feet deep.

Brinkerhoff said it is hoped
that the three residences will
be completed by late fall. He,
Bill Taliaferro, assistant district
ranger, and Bob Burington, al-
ternate ranger, and their fami-
lies will occupy the houses.

DAVIS RETIRES AFTER
25 YEARS AS CHIEF
E. H. Davis, Thompson Falls'

first and only fire chief, retired'
from the position Monday night!
after 25 years of service to the
Thompson Falls Fire Dept. and 
the residents of the community. I

At 76, and after 25 years,
Davis said he felt that he had
served the fire department and
community long enough and
that it is time to turn the reins
over to a younger man. His re-
signation, turned into the de-
partment a month ago, was for-
mally accepted with regrets by
members of the department at
their April meeting Monday
night.
They chose Charles Applegate

to succeed Davis as fire chief.
Applegate's appointment is sub-
ject to approval of the city coun-
cil.
During the 25 years as chief,

Davis has seen the local fire de-
partment grow from a few men
pulling a hose-laden hand cart
to one with two fully equipped
trucks and a department that re-
cently earned a reduction in fire
insurance rates for Thompson
Falls property owners because
of its efficient and well equipped
organization.
The Thompson Falls Fire

Dept. was organized in 1934 and
was incorporated the following
year. It first piece of equipment.
Davis recalls, was a hand-drawn
two-wheel cart carrying hose.
The following year, a trail-
er was obtained on which
to carry the hose. The

trailer was hooked to the
bumper of the first automobile
arriving at the fire station and
then pulled to the fire.
The only remaining charter

member of the fire department
with Davis is Gerald Green.
Tuesday, Green recalled that as
a lad of about 15 when he join-
ed the department, one of his
first jobs was to ride on the
hitch of the trailer to see that

it didn't bounce off the car
bumper towing it to a fire.

In later years, the minimum
age limit for firemen was raised
to 21 years.
The department's first mech-

anized equipment, truck No. 1,
known as "Old Betsy" to the
volunteer smokeaters, was ac-
quired in 1938. It is still operat-
ing. Truck No. 2 was obtained in
1954 and placed in service in the
fall of 1956.
When the firemen obtained

both trucks initially, they had
to build the body and equip
them.

I At first, the department had
only 300 feet of hose, but now
its hose inventory includes 10
times that.
"We have a pretty well equip-

ped department now," Davis re-
marked this week. "Of course,
there's always something that
is needed."

During Davis' tenure, he has
seen numerous other projects
and improvements carried out
by the city and department. In
1944 the fire hall was complet-
ed. It was soon after the fire
department was first organized
that the firemen staged their
first annual firemen's ball as a
climax to the annual Fire Pre-
vention week in October. The
ball is the main fund raising
activity of the firemen with
which they secure funds to pur-
chase new and additional fire
fighting equipment.

This October, the firemen will
stage their 24th annual ball.

Davis'recalls that probably the
department's worst fire occurred

1 June. 19, 1942 when the Saint
apartments caught fire. He said
the fire was hard to fight be-
cause of false ceilings in the
building.

; Fire Chief Davis' service to
the community has not all been
devoted to the fire department.
(Continued on Back Page)

THESPIANS TO PRESENT
ALL - SCHOOL PLAY
The annual all-school play,

''The Little Dog Laughed," will
be presented by students of
Thompson Falls High school
Saturday night at 8 p.m. in the
gymnasium under the direction
of Miss Geraldine Pratt. A mat-
inee performance for elemen-
tary students was presented
yesterday afternoon.
The story of the play concerns

Laurie, a college sophomore
majoring in psychology and
played by Carolyn Selvig, who
introduces energy peaks, word-
association, intelligence and
Zombrowski ink blot tests to her
family.
The setting is unusual in that

the action takes place in three
areas. The stage is split between
the living-dining room and the
front entryway of the house, and
an imaginary sidewalk runs be-
fore and below the stage.
"The audience should enjoy

this truly different play with a
different emphasis acted in a
different setting," commented
Miss Pratt.
Members of the cast in ad-

dition to Miss Selvig include
Larry Luke, Lorraine Ebbett,
John Long, Joyce Rosdahl. Linda
Haskell, Hal Denison, Frances
Reber. Manson Young. Dale Du-
fresne, Abie Dykstra, Inez Saint,
Glenda Kendall, Bea Wiegele,
Lois Tobiska, Cheryl Saint, Dale

Williams, Sherrill Brauer, Stevie
Saint, Carl Brauer and Carl's
dog, Pat.
The production staff includes:

Jane Joyce, announcer: Karen
Schadt, student director; Carl
Brauer, stage manager; Judy
Huffman, business manager;
John Long, assistant student
director: Mary Soule, prompter;
Mark Clark, electrician; Robert
Rockwell, Dean Cox, Bill Widn-
er, Don I.agge, stage crew, and
Louise Widner, Janice Arnold,
Lynda Moore, Mavis Fleisher,
Mary Soule, make-up.

Stage furnishings and settings
were constructed and painted by
Supt. Everett W. Long, Steve
Previs and C. R. Iff. Stage foods
and table furnishings are by Mrs.
J. II. Mikkelson. N. W. Berge act-
ed as advisor to the business
manager. Photography is by
Robert Posey and Doug Denison.
Betty Jo Huffman, school secre-
tarly. also assisted.

Ushers for the performance
are Gail Brauer, Bonnie Butte,
Lynne Powell and Susan Puphal.

This year's dramatic produc-
tion has been hampered by sev-
eral factors. The play has weat-
hered- indecision over sponsor-
ship, a late start, two basketball
tournaments and the flu epide-
mic. Attendance has not been
perfect for even one rehearsal.


