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The Railroads' Gravy Train
The year 1959 should go down in the annals of railroading

as the year the N.P. and others hooked on to a free-wheeling
gravy train in Montana.

They're getting breaks this year few individuals could ever
hope to get.

First off,a few weeks ago the State Board of Equalization
gave the railroads a whopping tax reduction in the form of de-
creased valuations on rail property which averaged about eight
per cent.

A few days after that, the president of the N. P. reported
his railroad was going to rack up its highest quarterly earnings in
history.

Friday, came another crashing load against Montana shippers,
but another load of gravy for the railroads.

The Interstate Commerce commission directed railroads
operating in Montana to hike their intrastate freight rates an
average of 20 per cent so as to match interstate rates. The com-
mission estimated an increase would yield about $2,263,000 a
year in additional revenues from Montana shippers.

As we said, that gravy train is really highballing through
Montana these days.

Judging from news reports,
some citizens of small towns in
western Montana appear deter-
mined to give the region's No. 1
employer—the lumbering in-
dustry—a hard time.
The latest instance occurred

this month at Hot Springs when
complaints were made to the city
council concerning logging
trucks damaging city streets in
Hot Springs. A controversy also
exists in Columbia Falls over a
proposed logging road to one
of the mills through a portion of
a residential district.

Earlier this year, similar com-
plaints were voiced in Plains
concerning logging trucks haul-
ing logs to the Diehl Lumber Co.

It seems everyone wants the
jobs and economic health that
the lumbering industry brings
to a small town, but nobody
wants a little discomfort or in—
convenience that is bound to
accompany any industry.
At Hot Springs and Plains

the council and no actions were
'taken that would hamstring the
mills.

The significant thing, however,
is that these complaints are aris-
ing—some at Plains were even
made by men who were employ-
ed by the mill utilizing the logs
that they complained about.

The lumbering industry, parti-
cularly here in Sanders county,
needs all the support it can ob-
tain from the general public. In
the past months, we have seen
increasing evidence of the com-
petition facing local mills. To the
east, the Plum Creek Lumber
Co. at Poison is providing new
competition for logs. To the
south we have the Diamond-
Gardner Corp, at Superior and
to the north the St. Regis Paper
Co. at Libby. All of these firms
are larger and have greater
financial backing that will en-
able them to increase even more
the competition for Sanders
county mills. As one lumberman

"level heads" prevailed among said this week, "We're slowly be-
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Whatever Home Improvements 
You Need Can Start Now!

Whether you need a new roof, an additional
room, or a larger garage, don't let lack of ready
cash stop you.
A low cost Home Modernization Loan from
this bank can get the job started right away.
May we discuss it with you?

Established

In 1906
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YOUTH INJURES LEG
IN FALL AT NOXON

By Mrs. Helen Jenkins

NOXON—Larry Clarke, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Clarke, is
confined in Bonner General
hospital for treatment of a
spiral fracture of the lower leg,
which he received when he fell
from an overhanging tree that
the children had played on often.
Due to the severity of the break
his leg was placed in traction.

Former Resident Dies
Word has been received here

of the death of William Worstl-
er, former resident of the
Swamp Creek area, in a car
accident near Ellensburg, Wash.
He left here several years ago
and had made his home at Kila.
Funeral services were held in
Kalispell.

Births Announced
A daughter, Carol Lynie, was

born June 27 to Mr. and Mrs.
Albert Klakken Jr. at Superior.
The infant weighed 7 lbs. 10 ozs.
She joins one brother. Mrs. Al-
bert Klakken Sr. spent several
days at Superior getting ac-
quainted with her new grand-
daughter.
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Larkin

are the parents of a son, ColM
Patrick, born July 9. He joins
two sisters. Mr. and Mrs. Jim
Larkin are paternal grandpar-
ents and Mr. and Mrs. Sid Al-
bano of Zilla, Wash, are mater-
nal grandparents.

Noxon Briefs
Guests at the John White

home on Swamp Creek July 4
were Mr. and Mrs. Tom Kraus,
Mr. and Mrs. Jock Martin, Mr.
and Mrs. Roger Grady, Mrs.
Hazel Johnson, Mr. and Mrs.
Chris Madsen, Mr. and Mrs.
Gunnar Johnson and family, Mr.
and Mrs. Anton Johnson Jr. and
family, Mr. and Mrs. Gus John-

ling boxed in."
Here at Thompson Falls, we

are thankful that complaints and
"roadblocks" have not been
thrown into the paths of the
lumbering industry as has been
attempted at plains and Hot Spr-
ings.

But, that is not sufficient.
Right now one way the com-

munity and area can assist the
industry is to back the efforts
being made to obtain construc-
tion of a bridge for logging
trucks at the St. Regis ferry.
Forrest Dobson, general manag-
er of the Clark Fork Logging
Co., says the mills can save about
$2 per thousand if they can haul
logs over the cut-off route rath-
er than have them shipped by
rail. The $2 savings could be
used to bid higher for timber
outside the valley and help local
mills better meet the increasing
competition from bigger outfits
on the outside.

Efforts now are being made
to obtain Forest Service or Bur-
eau of Public Roads funds to
build the bridge. Such a request
for federal forest funds to build
a logging bridge, in our mind,
would not conflict with efforts
to secure construction of the
tourist-traffic-building shortcut
route from Thompson Falls to
Highway 10 with secondary
funds.
The two roads have two dif-

ferent purposes and entirely dif-
ferent funds are being sought
to accomplish each.

...like 800,000 Americans who
have been cured of cancer
because they welt kr their doc-
tors in time. To find out how to
guard yourself against cancer,
write to "Cancer" in care of
your local Post Office.

AMERICAN
,CANCER

SOCIETY

son, Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Duffel
and children and Mr. and Mrs.
Adolph Torgrimson of Thomp-
son Falls. Dinner was served.0
the lawn. Later the children en-
joyed fireworks and the older
folks played cards or just enjoy-
ed visiting with old friends.
Eugene Graft of Seattle was

a weekend guest at the home 01
his sister, airs. Bernie Hender-
son.
Mr. and Mrs. Ervin Brights-

man and daughter, Cheryl, of
Plentywood, visited at the Al-
bert Klakken home last week.
Former friends of Paul Mc-

Kee, Mr. and Mrs. George Keith,
called on the McKees Wednes-
day of last week on their vaca-
tion trip to Glacier park from
their home in Yucaipa, Calif.
Mr. and Mrs. William Hunzik-

er of Priest Lake were Thursday
night guests of Mr. and Mrs.
Paul cKee.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul McKee

spent a weekend recently with
Mr. and Mrs. George Fleming at
Cascade. They also called on
friends, Mr. and Mrs. William
Young, in Grek Falls.
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Larkin Sr.

returned from a visit with his
parents at Fargo, N. Dak.
Weekend visitors at the Al-

bert Klakken home included
their sons, Dean, who is working
with the survey crew at Sup-
erior, and Eugene, who is with
the N. P. extra gang near Spo-
kane. Grandsons Ronnie and
Teery Spidel of Mountain Home,
Ida. came from Spokane with
Eugene to spend the rest of the
summer with their grand-
parents.

Mrs. Minnie Larsen returned
Saturday from a week's vacation
with her niece and nephew, Mr.
And Mrs. Wallace Burns at Big
Fork.
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Hlllyer and

children of Brooks, Ore. were
guests of the Chris Madsens.
They marveled at the beauty of
the country on a trip to Kootenai
Falls while fishing on Highway
2 and the scenic drive from
Troy via Bowlers Ferry, Sand-
point and back to Noxon.
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Hough-

ton and children left Wednes-
day to spend two weeks at the
Red Fir lodge on Pend Oreille
lake. From there they are going
to upper New York state on an-
other construction job. A few
families they know already are
there, including the Art Fords.
Houghton has been general con-
crete engineer on the Noxon
Rapids project.
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Jones of

Fairfield were weekend visitors
at the Maurice McGuigan home.
Mrs. Jones' brother, Johnny
Dickson, came with them and is
staying for two weeks.
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Wagner

are enjoying the summer at
their ranch near Noxon. They
have lived at Hot Springs during
the winter the past few years.
The Wagners came to this vicini-
ty in, 14)06 and have made their
home here since.
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Gellatly,

former residents of the Pilgrim

Smokey Says:

Unanimous!

creek area, visited relatives last
week en route to Williston, N.
Dak. from their home in Everett,
Wash. The latter's brother, Pre-
vis Stover, and family accom-
panied them.
House guests for the weekend

at the Chris Madsen home were
Mr. and Mrs. 0. C. Jacobsen of
Wenatchee and Eldon Jacobsen
of Pilot Rock, Ore.

Finley Jenkins entered the
hospital at Hot Springs Monday
for medical attention.

Mrs. Merle Jenkins and daug-
hter called on her parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Dave Wooding and oth-
er relatives in Hot Springs Mon-
day.

ACP Payments
To Begin Soon
Payments to farmers and

ranchers carrying out conserva-
tion work under the 1959 agricul-
tural conservation program will
begin this month, according to
the state agricultural stabiliza-
tion and conservation office,
Bozeman.
The first schedule of payments

totaling $53,512.58 was approved
July 10, according to Leo S.
Kolstad, state ASC administra-
tive officer. The payments will
be made in about two weeks to
operators in Sanders and other
counties.
These first payments, Kolstad

emphasized, are only to those
operators who have satisfactorily
completed 1959 approved soil
and water conserving practices
and reported to the county ASC
office that the work was done.
Payments to other producers
will be made as rapidly as work
is completed, reported and in-
spected. Farmers who have re-
quested ACP cost-sharing are
urged to report as soon as they
have completed a project.
Kolstad also said that there is

great interest in the present
ACProgram and it is expected
that all of the $3,885.00 allocat-
ed for sharing costs of conserva-
tion work with Montana produc-
ers will be used. He reminded
any farmer or rancher consider-
ing conservation work that cost-
sharing cannot be approved un-
less application is made to the
county ASC committee before
any work is begun.

WANT ADS GET

RESULTS!

WANTED!
, BULL PINE LOGS

8 ft. 3 in. Long, 8-inch minimum
top diameter . . . per cord $20

20-inch and over top diameter, cut
8 ft. 7 in. long . . . . per M $35

DELIVERED TO:

YbwJiI .Eisiniteit ea.
PLAINS, MONTANA Quality Building Materials at Reasonable Prices

Letter to Editor

For6r Health
Officer Urges
Unit Retention

Dear Editor:
I have noted with growing in-

terest over the past few weeks,
the confusion surrounding the
the continuation of Montana
Public Health Dist. II, consisting
of Lake and Sanders counties.
Having been the first full time
Health Officer in the district,
it amazes me that after about
six years of successful opera-
tion, there can still remain any
question of its great value to
the people of the communities
served.

First, it appears to me there
has been a broadening and
strengthening of the school
health program, which is a pub-
lic health must in all com-
munities.
Second, there has been mark-

ed improvement in general pub-
lic sanitation, with emphasis
particularly on eating establish-
ments, bars and also in sanita-
tion at the many resorts which
are so vital to the tourist econ-
omy in the Flathead area. All
tourists are notably particular
,about where they eat, drink and
sleep, and the tourist business
constitutes one of the major
parts of the local economic life-
blood.
The problem of tuberculosis

in your area is still large, es-
pecially in certain sections, and
this helps to keep Montana as the
number one tuberculosis state
in the Northwest.
.Next, and it seems to be a

hands off situation, is the con-
tinued and ever increasing pro-
blem of water pollution, parti-

cularly in Flathead lake. As
your population increases, so
does this problem. Your health
district is the only logical place
to begin to get this matter under
control. Get it under control
while it is still possible, thereby
saving your vaunted and grow-
ing vacation land.

It was with wisdom and sound
judgment that your county com-
missioners entered into this
program six years ago, and it is
fantastically unbelievable that
a few pennywise and pound-fool-
ish individuals are trying to
block the continuation of an
established health program. All
are entitled to a program which
is vital to the welfare and con-
tinued health of all people living
in or visiting in your area.

Finally, there is and can be
no substitute for a good Public
Health program in your or any
other area. It brings marked im-
provement in general health
and sanitation and better tuber-
culOsis control. The resultant
reflection due to the increase in
the tourist economy, and influx
of industry, will more than off-
set any cost.

If you deny yourselves and
your communities a public heal-
th program, you will find no
substitute, and its loss will be
reflected in a deterioration of
the general health conditions in
your counties.
New enterprises and business

will not take a second look if
they discover an area which has
fundamentally fine progressive
ideas, but is doing little to back
them up with action.

Sincerely yours,

John C. Murphy, M.D.

SWINGLINE Tot "50" Stapler
kit, 98c, complete with 1000
staples in handy plastic case.
Now in stock at the Ledger.

DR. R. G. STANSBERRY
OPTOMETRIST

EYES EXAMINED GLASSES FITTED

I will be in THOMPSON FALLS

THURSDAY, JULY 23rd
Office hours from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Offices in Dr. Isbister's offices, 103 Columbia.
Phone TAylor 7-3311
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It's as simpleio
as ABC to

YOUR HOME

TTIC

Utilize waste attic space by.
remodeling it into an extra room.

Your unused basement is an ideal
place for a recreation room.

ARPORT

A carport can be easily added
to your home at modestcost.

PYATT LUMBER CO.------- 1


