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ARCHERS—One of the many outdoor activities engaged in by
guests of the Little Beaver Creek Boys Ranch is archery. Here,
left to right Chris Christopherson, San Francisco, Joe Aran-
cibia, San Francisco and Milton McLelland, Grand Coulee, Wash.
receive instruction in shooting a bow and arrow from Ira Bran-
son. See other picture on page 6. (Ledger photo)

CHOW TIME—Food is mighty important to any boy. Getting
set to eat breakfast in the new dining hall erected this spring
at the Little Beaver creek ranch are, left to right, Milton McLel-
land, Larry Matawaran, Peter Hakinson, Chris Christopherson,
Ira Branson, Bill Smith, Joe Arancibia and Steven Sogg. Mrs.
Orville Branson is the popular cook.

COAST BOYS SPENDING
SUMMER 'COWBOYING'
BELKNAP — A summer of

cowboying on a real working
western Montana ranch is the
memorable experience 15 Cali-
fornia and Washington boys are
having this summer. They are
paying guests of the Little
Beaver Creek Boys ranch owned
and operated by Mr. and Mrs.
L. A. Branson near Belknap,
west of Thompson Falls.

Ira Branson, youngest son of
Mr. and Mrs. Branson, is director
of the boys camp and the
"sparkplug" of the first dude
ranching venture in western
Sanders county.

Last summer, the first season,
the ranch played host to seven
California boys. This summer
there will be 15 boys ranging in
ages from eight to 14 years.

Mrs. Joseph Harlan, Ira's sis-
ter, handles most of the reserva-
tions from the parents of boys at
her home in San Mateo, Calif.
"She predicts we could have

40 boys next summer," Ira said,
"but we want to keep our boys
camp small so that we can give
them ample supervision and gui-
dance during their stay at the
ranch."
The Little Beaver Creek ranch

opens for boys July 1 and closes
Aug. 26 each summer. Some of
the boys come for the entire
season while others stay for
varying periods. The shortest
stay is two weeks.
A two-story bunkhouse is the

boys' home at the ranch. It has
shower and bath facilities and a
large lounge on the first floor
and sleeping quarters upstairs.
A new dining room was con-
structed this spring where Mrs.
Orville Branson presides as the
popular camp cook.
The elder Mr. and Mrs. Bran-

son, "Mom and Dad," act as
camp advisors. Rounding out the
ranch staff is Orville Branson,
foreman.

Ira received his bachelor of
science degree in animal science

from Washington State college
in June. He plans to return to
WSC this fall and take educa-
tional courses to prepare him-
self as a high school teacher of
vocational agriculture. He plans
to continue operating the boys
camp during the summer vaca-
tions.
The summer program of acti-

vity for the boys includes horse-
back riding, pack trips, cowboy
campfire sings, fly fishing and
instruction, tracking, fence rid-
ing, roundups, chuck wagon
breakfasts, stock show partici-
pation, bunkhouse life, swim-
ming, basketball, arts and crafts,
rifle instruction, fish fries, vol-
ley ball, baseball, archery, hik-
ing and nature lore.
A major project for each boy

is caring for a Hereford calf
to be entered in the annual San-
ders County Fair at Plains in
August. Last year all of the cal-
ves entered bSr the boys took
prizes except one. "And this
year we have better animals for
the boys," declares Ira.
At the fair, most of the boys

see their first rodeo perform-
ance.
Their horseback riding is done

bareback. They start out with
short rides at first and as the
summer passes are graduated to
longer rides and pack trips. A
few weeks ago the boys made a
day-long ride from the ranch to
Coopers mine. Two weeks ago
they went on an overnight camp
out. They'll also make an over-
night camping trip to the Nation-
al Bison range at Moiese.
The Bransons' ranch, which

covers an entire valley, offers
plenty of room for the boys, and
Little Beaver creek, after which
the ranch is named, serves both
as a "laboratory" for fishing in-
struction and as a place for
swimming and fun.
Asked how they like the ranch

life, the boys all chorused,
"Swell!" Most already are mak-
ing plans to return next year.

Women Keglers
To Compete
In Hawaii Meet
"The first Montana bowlers to

compete in a scheduled tourna-
ment of our 50th state," is the
title several Thompson Falls wo-
men and one from Noxon hope
to covet in planning to attend
a bowling tournament to be
held in Hawaii in October.

Definitely planning to go are
Mrs. Earl Oliver, sponsored by
the Westmont Tractor Co. of
Missoula; Mrs. Ernest Huffman,
sponsored by the Continental Oil
Co. of Thompson Falls; Mrs.
Kristine Kirkeberg, sponsored
by the Bud King Co. of Mis-
soula and Mrs. Rocky Kinzer,
sponsored by the Lucky Lager
brewers. Others tentatively plan-
ning on the trip, but who as yet
have no definite sponsors are
Mrs. Norman Lovhaug and Mrs.
E. H. Mahoney.

According to Mrs. Earl Oliver,
any woman interested in partici-
pating in the trip or any firm
wishing to sponsor a woman
bowler may contact her for par-
ticulars and help in locating
sponsors. Sponsors are paying
transportation fees from Seattle
to Hawaii and back which in-
cludes boat fare over and plane
fare return of $209.
The group will leave Seattle

Oct. 13, arrive in Hawaii Oct.
18, bowl in the tournament Oct.
19 and tour the new state until
Oct. 22 or 23 when they will
leave for home by plane.

With sponsors assuming the
transportation costs, about $300
will be needed by each person
fQr personal expenses of the
trip it was estimated by Mrs.
Lovhaug who visited Hawaii
several years ago.
"We hope to make Sanders

county, Montana and the west
end towns known to citizens of
the new state," Mrs. Oliver de-
clared. "We will be unofficial
good-will ambassadors for San-
ders county."

Baby Sleeps
Through Mishap

The two-week old daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Howard
Guldseth slept calmly through
a runaway ride in her parents'
station wagon Friday after-
noon that resulted in exten-
sive damage to the vehicle.

Mrs. Guldseth had parked
the station wagon and left it
in gear in front of the St
Williams Catholic church
while she went around the
side of the building to change
the lawn sprinkler. She notic-
ed the car starting to move,'
but was unable to reach it in
time to stop it. The vehicle
plunged down the embank-
ment from Preston avenue to,
the railroad tracks and came
to stop near the switch on the /
tracks near the depot.

For the few seconds while
she was running down to thel
car, Mrs. Guldseth was frantic
with concern for her baby.'
But when she reached the car,'
little Jule Kay was still sound
asleep. Mrs. Guldseth called al
local physician to examine her,
daughter as a precaution be-
fore moving the infant.

2 Forest Fires Under
Control in Plains Area
A 400-acre fire on Knowles

creek north of Perma was being
brought under control today
after raging out of control for
two days.
A smaller fire, covering about

80 acres on land owned by
Claude Benedict about 5 miles
north of Plains was brought
under control Tuesday after-
noon.
Both fires are in the Plains

ranger district.
Cause of the Knowles creek

fire was undetermined early yes-
terday. A logging job was in
progress on a Forest Service
timber sale in the area. A total
of 218 men were fighting the
fire Tuesday along with three
bulldozers. The firefighters in-
cluded logging crews of the
Flodin-Bryce Logging Corp.,
Diehl Lumber Co. and Harold

STATE PARKS AWAIT
WWP COMMITMENT
Only a commitment from the

Washington Water Power Co.;
that land will be made available '
on the Noxon Rapids reservoir
for state parks is needed before ,
planning work can get under-
way on two proposed park pro-
pets on the reservoir.

Ashley C. Roberts, director of
the Montana State Parks divi-
sion, in Helena said this week
that as soon as a commitment
is received from WWP that his
office can start including the
Noxon Rapids parka. sites as its
budget and start making plans
and picnic tables for their op-

New Mexico Train Wreck to Delay
Steel Erection on Highway 10A Span
A Colorado and Southern rail-

road freight train accident at
Des Moines, N. Mex. last week is
going to delay the start of steel
erection on the new Thompson
Falls Highway 10A bridge about
three weeks. Two haunched steel
girders for the local bridge were
damaged in the train wreck and
are being sent back to the
foundary at Ft. Worth. Tex. for
repairs.
The J. A. Park Machinery Co.,

sub-contractors for the steel er-
ection, were waiting arrival of
the girders, which were schedul-
ed to be the first to be placed
on the bridge. They were to go
over pier 5 on the north side
of the river.

Repairs to the two girders
necessitated sending two girders
already unloaded here back to
Ft. Worth as well as stopping
two carloads of steel en route
and routing it back to the Texas
foundry. The undamaged pieces
are needed at the foundry to
match the spliced joints on the
damaged girders being repaired.

Because of the wreck, plans
now are to start steel erection
on the south side of the river
starting at bent 2, which is to
be completed this week. Steel
erection is scheduled to start
about mid-August and then is

First Concrete
Poured for Pool
First concrete was poured

Tuesday in the new Thompson
Falls community swimming pool,
Art Turk, general contractor,
has reported.
He said possibly the side walls

will be poured by the end of
this week.

Excavation at the deep end
of the pool has been slowed by
rock boulders, which are being
broken up by hand to avoid
blasting and disturbing the sur-
rounding ground.
• A slight delay is being en-
countered in the arrival of larg-
er drains, which are required to
meet State Health Board speci-
fications that the water in the
pool be completely filtered ever
pool be completely filtered every
eight hours.
The pool construction is at-

tracting numerous youngsters
who are eager 'to get their feet
wet," Turk reported.

expected to continue without de-
lay.

Last week Paul Heidelman's
Bureau of Public Roads survey
crew started surveying the west
approach road to the bridge. The
crew had been working on High-
way 10A projects at Noxon.

TF Nine Splits
Two Games
The Thompson Falls Lumber-

men split in two games played
over the weekend, dropping an
11th inning contest 17 to 16 to
Ronan under the arcs Saturday
night and capturing a 2 to 1 vic-
tory from Kalispell here Sunday
afternoon.
Sunday, the Lumbermen will

play a double header at Ains-
worth field playing hosts to the
Kellogg Independents at 1 p.m.
and then taking on the Ronan
All-Stars.
Sunday's game with Kalisiaell

was called at the end of seven
innings when George Enriques
of the visiting nine suffered a
broken left leg as Dick Browne
slid into 2nd base. Enriques was
given medical treatment by a
local doctor and then taken to
Kalispell for hospitalization.

Richie Graham had allowed
only three hits to the Kalispell
nine.
Ronan's victory under the

lights was unearned. The lossely
played game was marked by er-
rors particularly among the
outfielders who were unable to
see high fly balls because of the
inadequate lighting. Pitching

Ifor the Lumbermen were JimGraham and Dick Browne.
The Lumbermen tapped the

Ronan hurlers for 21 hits.
High spot of the game was a

circuit clout by catcher Darrell
Torgrimson that went about 450
feet. Torgy walked from third
to home and the Ronan fielders
still had not retrieved the ball.

The Weather
Date Max. Min. Prec.

July 22 96 50 0
July 23 100 56 0
July 24 90 61 .06
July 25 92 55 0
July 26 94 51 0
July 27 82 48 0
July 28 62 48 0

eration next year.
It is understood that two sites

for parks are under considera-
tion by both WWP and the state.
One is located between the
Watters Brothers Lumber Co.
mill and the Birdland bridge.
The other site would be in the
Trout Creek area.
Most of the land adjacent to

the highway involved in the
Birdland park site, is owned by
the State of Montana and is und-
er the jurisdiction of the state
ft west department.

It has been reported at Trout
Creek that a site on the reser-
voir northeast of Dave's Texaco
Service will not be available as
originally hoped. It is understood
now that consideration is being
given to a site in the vicinity
of Martin creek on the south side
of the reservoir.

Local service station operators
report an increasing demand
among tourists for camping
facilities. Fred R. (Bud) Moore
states that every day numerous
tourists inquire, "Where can we
camp around here for the night."

Filling of the Noxon Rapids
reservoir plus encouraging re-
ports of fishing in the reservoir
are making the lake a more
popular spot for boating and
water sports, particularly in the
vicinity of Trout Creek.
Bud Derrickson commented,

"If we want to increase the flow
of tourist dollars into western
Sanders county, we are going to
have to provide camping and
boat launching facilities on the
reservoir." He said just the oth-
er day a tourist came through
pulling a large boat and said
the only reason he was going on
to the Flathead instead of stay-
ing here was because no camp-
sites were available on the re-
servoir.

Hershel Butte, Husky bulk
dealer, said that interest in the
lake as a fishing, boating and
camping area is increasing rapid-
ly, lie predicts it will become a
big tourist attraction in the
future.

Facilities which would be pro-
vided at state parks on the re-
servoir would include picftic
tables, fireplaces, drinking wat-
er, toilets, boat launching facili-
ties and garbage disposal.
Dave Hale of Trout Creek,

chairman of the Thompson Falls-
Noxon Chamber of Commerce
state parks committee, said he
hopes action can be taken soon
by WWP to give the state as-
surance that park sites will be
made available as soon as pro-
ject boundaries are approved by
the Federal Power Commission.
If this action is taken soon, Hale
said, we can be assured that the
parks will be available for use
on a limited basis next summer.
If action is delayed, he pointed
out, it could mean a delay of
several years before the state
parks become a reality. "The
State Parks division's budget is
limited and only a certain num-
ber of parks can be operated
on the funds available. The pres-
sure throughout the state is
mounting for more and more
parks. If creation of the Noxon
Rapids is delayed it could easily
mean a long wait until funds do
become available for develop-
ment and upkeep."

Sharp Logging Co. along with
150 blister rust employes from
the Kaniksu National Forest in
Idaho.
Winds up to 30 miles per hour!

Tuesday hampered firefighting!
efforts.

Forest Service officials said
the fire on the Benedict ranch
was caused by a bulldozer.
The 30 men, two Forest Ser-

vice tankers and two bulldozers
fighting the blaze were aided by
10 loads of 600 gallons each of
borate solution dropped on the
blaze by a Navy surplus TBM

bomber out of Missoula. The
borate was described as "being
very effective."

Fifteen of the men and one
tanker fighting the blaze were
from the Thompson Falls ranger
district.
The extremely hot and dry

'conditions have sent the fire
danger rating skyrocketing.
Conditions are so critical that
the. Northern Pacific Railway
has halted burning of grass along
its right-of-ways for fear the
fires would get out of control.

WHITEPINE ANNEXATION
VOTE SET SATURDAY
WHITEPINE — Residents of

Whitepine School Dist. No. 4
will decide Saturday whether
the district shall be annexed to
Thompson Falls elementary
School Dist. No. 2.

Voting will be at the Belknap
school from 2 to 6 p.m.
The question on which resid-

ents will vote as it will appear
on the ballots is: "Shall elemen-
tary School Dist. No. 4 be an-
nexed to Elementary School Dist.
No. 2?"

Eligible to vote will be resi-
dents of the district who are
citizens of the United States,

Union to Start
Wage Talks
Local 2719 of the Lumber and

Sawmill Workers union will be-
gin wage negotiations with the
the Thompson Falls Lumber Co.
Tuesday. Aug. 4 with a meeting
of company and union represen-
tatives.

Representing the union in the
negotiations will be Robert C.
Weller, Kalispell, executive'
secretary of the Montana Dis-
trict council, Duane Eitelberg,
local president, and Melvin Hoy
and Clarence Riffle, members of
the local's negotiating commit-
tee. Dexter Bright, a representa-
tive of the Timber Products
Manufacturers; will represent
the lumber firm.
Under the union's two-year

contract, only wages can be
opened for negotiations this
year.

have resided in Montana for one
year and within the district for
the past 30 days.

Voting Saturday is expected
to be heavy since opinion in the
district is divided on the ques-
tion. All eligible voters have
been urged to cast their ballots
Saturday.

John Cochrane
Hurt in Woods
John Cochrane, Thompson

Falls logger, suffered a broken
left cheek bone and a broken
upper jaw when he was hit by
a tree shortly after noon Tues-
day while working in the Irvs
creek area for Oliver and Oliv-
er. logging contractors.
Cochrane was taken to St.

Luke's hospital in Spokane by
Undersheriff A. Ben Cox. He is
expected to be confined in the
hospital for about 10 days.
Cochrane was walking behind

a bulldozer when a small tree,
which had been pushed back by
the machine, whipped loose and
struck him in the face. Cox said
x-rays Tuesday afternoon re-
vealed that he did not have a
skull fracture. In addition to the
broken cheek bone and jaw, he
suffered a black eye and nose
injuries. Doctors said had the
tree hit him either higher up on
the header or lower, the accid-
ent could have been fatal.

Accompanying them to Spo-
kaoe were Mannie Finney and
another logging companion.
Smith, who brought Cochrane
into Thompson Falls.

ELECTRONIC BANKING--This National Cash Register Co.
Postronic electronic posting machine went into operation at the
First State Bank Friday, marking the start of a new era of elec-
tronic bookkeeping at the progressive local bank. Miss Doris
Ward, seated, operates the machine as Glenn H. Larson, bank
president, and Mrs. Harvey Hotzel, assistant cashier, look on. The
machine posts accounts by both name and number and is the
latest type in use in the banking field. "To use the machine
to its fullest capacity and to insure complete accuracy we
hope customers cooperate by putting their individual account
number on all checks and deposit slips," Larson said. He ex-
tended an invitation to bank customers to view the machine
and see a demonstration of how it works. (Ledger photo)


