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DELIVERIES—As Christmas trees are brought
in to the Thomas Christmas Tree yard by local
cutters they are graded and sorted according
to size as they are unloaded. Gary Thomas,
left, grades and sorts as Bryce Doty, right, un-

loads a pickup
brother, Cherie
area. Charles
the stockpile
(Ledger photos)

TAGGING TREES—One of the first operations in preparing
Christmas trees for shipment is tagging each tree. Here Mrs.
Gary Thomas takes time out from her duties as a housewife and
young mother to clip a tag on a Christmas tree that is destined
for St. Joseph, Mo. Tags are imprinted with name of Mis-
souri firm which will retail the trees.

PREPARATION—Christmas trees are tied in bundles with bal-
er twine and their trunks sawed off evenly. Here Bob Olm-
stead of Thompson Falls, left, and Gary Thomas, yard operator,
prepare a bail of six-foot Douglas firs for shipment.

Falls on Western Edge of Storm
Thompson Falls apparently

was on the western edge of a
snow storm which struck most
of western Montana Tuesday
evening and night. •
Harold Vaught reported Wed-

nesday morning that the high-
way and ground was bare west
of the Birdland bridge while
making his school bus route to
Trout Creek Wednesday morn-
ing.

Woodlin Flats received about

seven inches of snow during the
night, considerable more than
fell in the heart of Thompson
Falls.
The storm apparently swept

down from Candada into the
Flathead valley with Thompson
Falls being the western edge

Returning from Spokane, C.
A. Baxter was forced by the
snow to stop for a while in Sand-
point. Fred Gettmann reported
heavy rain at his place.

full of trees that he and his
s, brought in from the Whitepine
is hidden behind truck. Note
of trees in the background.

The Weather
Date Max. Min. Prec

Oct. 28 46 36 .15
Oct. 29 56 36 0
Oct. 30 51 28 0
Oct. 31 59 30 0
Nov. 1 60 29 0
Nov. 2 63 33 0
Nov. 3 53 35 .45
ki-Day Outlook

Temperatures are expected to
average about seasonal over
Montana during  November, an
precipitation averages are ex-
pected to be heavier than usual,
much of it in the form of snow.

Boys, Girls Plan
MD Fund Drive
Members of the Thompson

Falls Rainbow girls and De-
Molay boys will conduct a house
to house canvass Tuesday even-
ing for funds for the annual
Montana statewide muscular dy-
trophy drive, according to Mrs.
Eaton Kneeskern, mother- ad-
visor. A team of the young peo-
ple will call at individual homes
beginning at 6:30 Tuesday.
Following the completion of

the canvass, lunch will be serv-
ed to the workers in the Masonic
temple by the Rainbow advis-
ory board.

59' YULE TREE MARKET
REACHES PEAK HERE
The Christmas tree cutting

season in western Sanders coun-
ty reached its peak here this
week with the shipment of the
first carload of trees Wednesday
to St. Joseph, Mo. and a taper-
ing off of buying by the local
yard operated by Gary Thomas
with his father, Jerome, of Lake
Mary Ronan.
T'homas said he is limiting

purchases now to six-foot trees
and that other yards in western
Montana are curtailing their
buying similarly. The yard here!
has purchased between 25,000
-Ind 30.000 trees to date and
expects to load about four more
rail cars before shipments
cease at Thanksgiving.
Thomas said a reduced dem-

and in eastern markets is forc-
ing buytrs in western Montana
to curtail purchases earlier
than usual. We have always con-
tinued to buy right up to Thank-
sgiving in years past," he com-
mented. He attributed the re-
duced demand to the steel strike
in some areas and the fact that
mild fall weather has increased
the supply from other areas, in-
cluding Canada.
Wednesday's car contained

1100 bales. An average carload
is around 1000 bales, he said. A
few large 25 foot trees were
included in the car also for pur-
chase by clubs, churches and
other organizations.
A bale of Christmas trees

varies in number according to
the size of the trees. A bale
contains eight two-foot trees or
six four-foot trees. Other sizes
and the number per bale are
four six-foot, three eight-foot
and two 10-foot trees. In larger
sizes, one tree makes a bale. Cut-
ters receive $2.1-5 per bale upon
delivery to the local yard.
Thomas said his yard would

pay out between $10,000 and
$12,000 to local cutters this
year.

Six-foot trees are the most
popular size at the retail market,
however local cutters prefer to
bring eight-foot trees because
they get the same amount of
money for three of the larger
size as they do for four six-foot
trees.

In eastern and midwest mar-
kets, trees retail for $1 per foot
and higher. Douglas fir are the
most popular trees cut locally,
however a few white fir trees
are shipped also.

Local cutters who obtain their
trees on Forest Service land pay
the FS 50 cents per bale.
At the peak of the local buy-

ing season last weekend, Thom-
as said he was receiving about
400 bales per day.

His father expects to ship
around 10 or 11 cars from Pol-
son. His yard is located at Elmo.
Most of the trees received there
are cut by Flathead Indians on
reservation land.
Thomas said he was well

pleased with the quality of the
trees obtained here and said,
"We'll be back next year and
hope we have a normal year so
that we can buy up to Thanks-
giving." This is the first year
that a yard has been operated
here for a number of years.
The quality and number of

trees obtained here has surpris-

ed other buyers in the area.
Generally, the opinion had
been voiced that trees grown in
the area from Thompson Falls
west to the Idaho line grew
too fast and were not "full
enough" for ideal Christmas
trees. He predicted that because
of the success of their operation
here this year that other buyers
would be in here next year.
"They've been around checking
our yard and were surprised at
what they saw," Thomas added.
Local cutters have comment-

ed extremely favorably on the
type of operation and fair grad-
ing they have received from
Thomas. One cutter said, "The
reason he is getting so many
good trees is because he's hon-
est and is grading extremely
fair. Cutters like to deal with a
guy like that."

In the summer months, Thom-
as and his father operate Camp
Tuff it at Lake Mary oRnan.

Missoula, Spokane
Shows Feature
Thompson Falls
Thompson Falls will be fea-

tured Dec. 8 in the "Community
Profiles" series of programs be-
ing aired over KREM-TV in Spo-
kane. Art McDonald, KREM
newscaster was in Thompson
Falls Saturday gathering infor-
mation and taking moving pic-
tures for the program.
McDonald said approximately

120 towns in Oregon, Washing-
ton, Idaho, Montana and British
Columbia will be featured in
the series, which is presented as
a part of "Newsbeat" program
Tuesday and Thursday even-
ings.
McDonald, accompanied by

his wife and small son, took
pictures of the Thompson Falls
Lumber Co., Christmas tree in-
dustry. Montana Power Co.
plant, the high school homecom-
ing parade, the new elementary
school, Thompson Fall's parks,
the Mountain View residential
area, the David Thompson
monument and other local
scenes. From here he went to
Plains and Hot Springs to gath-
er similar information and pic-
tures.
Thompson Falls is to be fea-

tured in November on Missoula
television station, K M S 0 -
The program is an inter-
view type telecast and fea-
tures editors of weekly news-
papers with still photographs.
Other towns being featured on
the Missoula television station
series are Poison, Kalispell,
Whitefish, Ronan. Hamilton,
Stevensville, Superior, St. Igna-
tius, Phillipsburg. Columbia
Falls and Missoula.

Oregonians Here
Mr. and Mrs. L. M. Baxter

and son of Portland arrived
here Tuesday evening to visit
the former's brother and wife,
Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Baxter. They
came for the big game hunting
season.

Cage practice for the 1959-60
Blue Hawks will begin in earn-
est Monday, Coach Steve Previs
has announced.
This week, the veteran ment-

or has had non-football playing
aspirants out for shooting prac-
tice each afternoon. However,
Monday will be the first session
for Hawk gridders who ended
their season Saturday.

This year's Hawk squad will
be the same, to a man, that won
the Northwest Division tourna-
ment title at Poison last Febru-
ary. Not a single veteran has
been lost from last year's top
10-man traveling squad.
Lettermen returning will be

Jeff Wollaston, Bruce and Doug
Denison, Ernest Schmoyer,
Wally Page, Arden Davis, Mike
Marich, John Long, George La-
Friniere and Roger Curran.
Of those 10, only the two

Denison brothers were not out
for football.
As a result of his talent-laden

squad, Coach Previs' Hawks are
being marked as the team "to
beat" in this year's conference
race. Libby is being rated up
with the Hawks also.
Previs said he expects some

of the stars of last year's win-
ning B squad to give some of the
veterans a tough battle for a
squad position.
The Hawk's first game will be

played at Plains Nov. 27, the
day after Thanksgiving, when
they meet the Superior Bobcats
in the Plains invitational tourna-
ment.

State Charges Roble
Selling Below Costs

Representatives of the Mon-
tana Trade commission were ex-
pected in Thompson Falls this
week from Helena to discuss a
complaint filed by the commis-
sion against the Stobie Shopping
Center charging the firm with
"advertising and selling" food
items below cost. State Sen.
Eugene H. Mahoney is repre-
senting Stobies in the matter.
Senator Mahoney said Tues-

day that the Montana State
Board of Food Distributors, ex-
officio Montana Trade commis-
sion, "had filed a complaint be-
fore themselves and issued an
order to show cause charging
the Stobie Shopping Center on
Oct. 9 did advertise and offered
for sale four cans of 6L.4 oz.
Star Kist tuna for 95 cents and
one quart of Wesson oil at 48
cents and that these items were
sold at less than cost."
The complaint charges that

Stobies did this for the purpose
of injuring competitors and de-
stroying competition.
According to Mahoney, Stobie's

answer to the complaint, filed
with the commission, admitted
advertising and selling tuna and
Wesson oil at the prices men-
tioned in the complaint but deni-
ed that it was done for the pur-
pose of injuring competitors or
destroying competition. "It was
done to meet legal prices in
Kalispell, Missoula and Sand-

point, the logical trading area
for western Sanders county." He
also said the shopping center's
answer challenges the constitu-
tionality of the state trade act
on four different grounds.
Mahoney said the firm's main

defense, however, is based on
the fact that it is not trying to
injure local merchants but that
the shopping center officials
realize that thousands of dollars
a month leave the county to take
advantage of lower prices at Mis-
soula, Sandpoint and Kalispell in
this trade area and that Stobies
in setting the prices they set are
merely trying to meet the legal
competition in this trade area
and keep Sanders county dollars
in circulation in Sanders county.
He said, "The business is being
operated on the basis of a small
markup and large volume which
in the end will assure Stobies of
a fair and reasonable profit on
the operation of their business."

Originally the trade commis-
sion issued an order to show
cause on the complaint why the
firm should not be enjoined
from doing business in this man-
ner and set a hearing for Mon-
day. "However, the commission
later requested a continuance
of the matter and it is hoped
now that if a hearing is neces-
sary that it will be held in
Thompson Falls," Mahoney said.
The constitutionality of the

HOMECOMING ROYALTY—Miss Bonnie Butte,
senior in Thompson Falls High school, was
crowned 1959 homecoming queen between
halves of the Eureka-Blue Hawk football game
on Ainsworth field Saturday afternoon. She is
shown at center with her handsome escort,
Louis Dufresne II. Other members of Queen
Bonnie's royal court were Princesses Susan

Montana trade act is being chal-
lenged on the following basis:

1. That it violates Article 15,
Section 20 of the Montana con-
stitution which prohibits price
fixing in any manner.

2. That the act itself is un-
constitutional in that it violates
Article 5, Section 23.

3. That it also violates Arti-
cle 4, Section 1 in attempting to
delegate to a certain group,
composed solely of merchants
appointed by the governor, leg-
islative, executive and judicial
powers prohibited by that sec-
tion of the constitution.

4. That the act is a violation
of the Sherman Anti-Trust act
which prohibits price fixing in
interstate commerce.

It was pointed out that in com-
puting costs of an item, the
Montana trade commission aut-
omatically adds 10 per cent to
the wholesale cost of an item as
the overhead cost of doing busi-
ness for any firm. Thus in com-
plaining that items are sold be-
low cost, the trade commission
does not necessarily mean be-
low the wholesale cost, but be-
low the wholesale cost plus 10
per cent.
Sanders county is grouped by

the Montana Trade Commission
in a trade area composed of
Ravalli, Missoula, Mineral, Flat-
head, Lake and Lincoln coun-
ties.

Duffield, sophomore, Beverly Meyers, junior,
and Sheila Gable, freshman, with their escorts
Steve Jungblom, Fred West, and Paul Lanz.
Queen Bonnie was crowned by Capt. George La-
Friniere, who hurried back to his squad mates
after planting the crown on her head and be-
stowing the traditional kiss. (Ledger photo)

Hawks Cage Squad CITY TO RETIRE BONDS
To Start Practice 8 YEARS IN ADVANCE

Authorization to call for pay-
ment Jan. 1 eight years ahead
of schedule the seven remaining
bonds of the 1948 water bond is-
sue was given to Mrs. Lois Scott.
city clerk, at the regular Novem-
ber meeting of the city council
Monday night.
The seven remaining bonds

have a face value of $5600.
Calling of the remaining

bonds will retire completely the
1948 issue eight years ahead of
schedule, with savings of ap-
proximately $5000 in interest
payments, Mrs. Scott pointed
out.
Had the city been content to

pay off the bonds on the norm-
al schedule established when
the bond issue was sold, the city
today would still owe $25,000.
Mrs. Scott pointed out. The
scheduled provided for retire-
ments of $3300 in bonds per
year with the exception of the
final year 11968) when the pay-
ment would have been $2300.
The 1948 issue was financed

by a general tax levy against all
property in the city. The 1957
bond issue is a revenue bond
issue with payments to be made
from water receipts. Water rates
were raised slightly to retire this
issue.

In other business Monday
night, the city dads accepted
the resignation of Mrs. Eric
Melby as a member of the
library board.
The council voted to authorize The LEDGER — an ideal gifu

a call for bids for the purchase
of a new dump truck to replace
the 1951 truck now owned by
the city. The old truck is to be
taken in trade by the successful
bidder. It has been appraised at
$800.

Auxiliary to Sell
For-Get- Me-Nots
Members of the VFW auxili-

ary will sell the traditional for-
get-me-nots of the disabled Am-
erican veterans Saturday in
Thompson Falls, according to
president Mrs. Richard Heater.
The flowers, made by the dis-

abled veterans are sold at this
time in honor of the approach-
ing Veterans day, Nov. 11 and
benefits return to the disabled
veterans for service to them and
their families.

Holiday Slated
On Veterans Day

Wednesday, Nov. 11, Veter-
ans day will be a holiday for
most Thompson Falls retail
firms, schools and federal,
state, county and city off ices.
The First State bank however
will be open for business as
usual.

All schools in the county
will observe the day as a holi-
day also, according to County
Supt. Orin P. Kendall.


