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Sanders county continues to re-
flect the reduced activity in con-
struction of the Noxon Rapids
dam with a loss of 220 persons
under the age of 21 years from
1958. The 1959 census shows
2849 persons under 21 in the
county compared to 3069 in
1958.
A loss of 176 persons occurs

in the Noxon and Trout Creek
school districts, the two districts
which were effected most by the
influx of construction workers
on the dam. Other districts with
slight decreases include Heron,
down 14, Paradise, a loss of 12,
Camas Prairie, three less, Lone-
pine, down nine, and Hot
Springs, a drop of 15.
Thompson Falls' District No.

2 shows an increase because of
the annexation of Whitepine
School Dist. No. 4 last summer
However, the 1959 combined
total for the two districts is
down seven persons.

According to the census
figures supplied by County Supt.
Orin P. Kendall, the all-time
high was 3628 when employ-

Sanders County Ledger
Most Widely Circulated Newspaper in Sanders County

Vol. 54 No. 38 THOMPSON FALLS, MONTANA. Thursday, Nov. 26, 1959

•

Single Copy be

WINTER WONDERLAND—This was the pic-
ture that winter presented a week ago Monday
on the road to Ashley creek. A warming trend
coupled with chinook winds rapidly devoured
the snow early this week, however, and temp-

orarily, at least, has obliterated this scene.
The Flathead valley and eastern Montana were
in the grips of another blizzard Wednesday,
while Sanders county basked in bright sun-
shine. (Ledger photo)

STATE ASKS 6% ASSESSMENT HIKE
FOR DRY FARMLAND IN COUNTY
A strong recommendation by

the State Board of Equalization
to county assessors last week
that assessed valuations of most
dry farmland be increased to
bring it in line with other types
of property would have comp-
aratively little effect on Sanders
county land owners.
An average six per cent in-

crease in the assessed valuation
of dry farm land in the county
would raise present valuations
to the base recommended by
the state board. The county at
present ranks 17th among the
state's 56 counties in its rela-
tionship of present assessed val-
uations to those recommended
by the state board. The present
average assessed value in the
county is $12.52 per acre with
the state board recommending
an equalized base of $13.27.
County Assessor Harvey W.

Brauer said Tuesday that the
comparative high value of farm
land in the Plains area and also
in the Camas Prairie area have
aided the Sanders county situa-
tion. Farmland in those areas
are the most valuable and most
productive in the county, gener-
ally speaking.
The assessment plan proposed

by E. J. Byrne, member' of the
state board, speaking before a
convention of county .assessors
in Helena, would increase as-
sessments on dry farming land
in 44 counties to those now in
effect in Toole and Prairie
counties.
The proposed assessment plan

would not increase assessments
in 12 counties because they are

already above the proposed
rates. They are Custer, Lake,
Sheridan, Dawson, Cascade,
Daniels, Mineral, Wibaux, Judi-
th Basin, Lincoln, Pondera and
Sweet Grass counties.

Brauer said he has not receiv-
ed any official notice of the
proposal from the state board.
According to Byrne, "The

need is vital for increased aver-
age assessment values on all
nonirrigated tillable land in
many counties of the state. It is
clearly evident that this type of
land is presently assessed at a
considerably lower comparative
value than is grazing land."
He said the board plan is

"only a very modest attempt"
to equalize assessments through-
out the state as required by the
constitution.
"When some counties are as-

sessing values of nonirrigated
tilled land as low as they are,
they are penalizing and being
unfair to all other types of pro-
perty owners including those
owners including those owning
homes and automobiles," Byrnes
said.
He called for "a definite and

substantial increase" in the av-
erage assessed value of the
land and asked that it be put in
effect for next year.
Emphasis on correcting dry-

land assessed values is the first
step the board proposes in bring-
ing county assessed values up to
a more uniform base, statewide.
For 1961, board pressure is also
slated to be applied on grazing
land values.
To achieve equalization of dry-

1959 COUNTY SCHOOL
CENSUS SHOWS DROP
The 1959 school census for ment was at a peak in the Noxon

area in 1956. There has been a
gradual decrease in the districts
in western Sanders county as
the dam nears completion.
Only four districts show an

increase over a year ago—Plains,
up seven, Lynch Creek, four,
Dixon, three, and Oliver Gluch,
two.

Trout Creek lost 82 persons
and Noxon 94.
The census figures for

and 1958:
Dist. 1959
Plains 474
Thompson Falls 899
Heron 117
Whitepinee
Lynch Creek
Trout Creek
Paradise
Dixon
Noxon
Camas Prairie 72 75
Lonepine 98 107
Hot Springs 352 367
Oliver Gulch 9 7
Totals 2849 3069
(*Now a part of Thompson Falls

district.)

30
209
100
235
254

1959

1958
467
761
131
145
26
291
112
232
348

land farm values, land in Deer
Lodge county would have to be
increased 254 per cent while
land in Sweet Grass county
could be reduced 38 per cent.
The two counties represent the
extremes in average assessed
valuations in comparison to the
base suggested by the board
and as represented by dryland
in Toole and Prairie counties

City to Install
Coasting 1Street
Blinker Lights
Additional safety precautions

for youngsters sleigh riding were
ordered taken by the city coun-
cil at its mid-November meeting
Thursday night.
The council adopted a motion

to purchase four red blinker
lights to be placed on each side
of Washington street at Ogden
and Preston avenues to provide
further safety protection for
youngsters coasting in that area.
The council earlier had adopt-

ed a motion to close only Wash-
ington street between Haley and
Preston avenues for coasting.
The motion was adopted after
considerable discussion by the
city dads.
The council voted to award a

bid of $4275 to Heater and Heat-
er for a new truck. Heater's bid
was the lowest of two received.
Mayor M. C. Sutherland told

the councilmen that the John
Mansville Co. had assured him
that the firm would stand be-
hind its product and even if the
town accepted the new water
line and released the Liberty
Construction Co. from its perfor-
mance bond, that the J-M Co.
would like to be notified if there
should be any further breaks in
the line and that a man would
be sent out to help make repairs.

Transite pipe made by John-
Mansville was used in the new
water main. The city has experi-
enced no difficulty with the new
line for a long period now. How-
ever, the city has not released
Liberty from its bond.
The council also approved a

formal claim made to the North-
western National Bank of Min-
neapolis for $5706 to retire the
remaining bonds of the 1948
water bond issue, eight years
ahead of schedule.

The Weather -
Date Max. Min. Prec.

Nov. 18
Nov. 19
Nov. 20
Nov. 21
Nov. 22
Nov. 23
Nov. 24

29
35
38
38
38
56
53

11
26
31
33
30
32
34

.39
20.
.24
.51
.33
.22
.01
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Thanks Services
Planned Today

Two churches, the Corn-
munity Congregational and
the Our Saviour's Lutheran
will have church services this
morning, for traditional
Thanksgiving day worship.
The Rev. Donald Tigges will

conduct the Lutheran services
at 9 a.m. in the 100F hall and
the Rev. Olah Moore will de-
liver the Congregational ser-
vice in the church one hour
later at 10.

All residents are invited to
attend the services.

Catholic mass for Thompson
Falls and Plains will be given
by the Rev. Patrick Brown at
9 a.m. in St. James Catholic
church in Plains.

Libra to Assume
Law Practice
In Helena Dec. 1
A. L. Libra, Thompson Falls

attorney, will take over the prac-
tice Dec. 1 of the late Sam D.
Goza Jr. in Helena it was an-
nounced Wednesday.

Libra has been elected sec-
retary-treasurer and counsel for
the Helena Employers' Assn. and
has received an appointment as
counsel for the Montana Fish
and Game commission, retainers
previously held by Goza. Both
retainers are effective Dec. 1.

Libra will go to Helena Fri-
day and for the next few weeks
spend a part of each week both
there and handling his practice
here. He said he would be in
his office here every Friday
and Saturday.

Mrs. Libra and their three
daughters, Joyce, Betty and
Kathy, will move to Helena dur-
ing the Christmas holidays.

Libra said another attorney
will take over his practice here
early in January, but that his
successor's name could not be
released yet.
The Libras plan to sell their

residence here.
Libra first came to Thompson

Falls in November, 1950 and
except for a 15-month tour of
duty in the Korean campaign,
he has practiced here contin-
uously since. In 1952 he was
elected Sanders county attorney
and served one term.
He is a past president of the

Thompson Falls Lions club,
chairman of the board of trus-
tees of the Community Congre-
gational church, chairman of the
Sanders County Republican Cen-
tral committee, a director of
the Thompson Falls-Noxon
Chamber of 'Commerce, a mem-
ber of the board of managers
for the State Soldiers home at
Columbia Falls, a former adjut-
ant of the American Legion post
here and a past . executive vice
president of the western Mon-
tana Bar Assn.

In Helena, Libra will occupy
the same offices in the Wheat
building, across from the Plac-
er hotel that Goza had.

Chamber Banquet
Plans Discussed
Preliminary plans for the an-

nual banquet of the Thompson
Falls-Noxon Chamber of Com-
merce were made at a meeting
of the board of directors Mon-
day night. Elmer Boyce was
named chairman of the banquet
committee by R. T. Auclair,
chamber president.
The annual event is schedul-

ed early in January, the exact
date depending upon the availa-
bility of a speaker.
Three past chamber presi-

dents—Don Saint, Glenn H. Lar-
son and M. C. Sutherland—and
two retiring directors—Joe Do-
bravec and Dave Hale—were ap-
pointed to the nominating com-
mittee.
Carl Gibson, chairman of the

membership committee, report-
ed that the 1960 member drive
will begin next week with state-
ments being mailed to members
inviting payment of their dues
for the coming year.

"It will save the membership
committee considerable time
and effort if members will send
in their dues promptly for the
new year," Gibson added. "The
cooperation of all 1959 members
will be greatly appreciated."
To be elected at the annual

banquet will be a president,
vice president and four direct-
ors. In addition to Hale and Do-
bravec, other directors whose
terms expire are A. L. Libra
and K. A. Eggensperger.

State, WWP Officials
Eye Lake Fish Project
An air of cautious optimism

for the success of the fish re-
habilitation program in the
Noxon Rapids, Thompson Falls
and Cabinet Gorge reservoirs
was expressed by federal and
state fish and game, Washington
Water Power Co. and local sport-
smen at a discussion and review
of the fishery program held
Monday at the Cabinet Gorge
guest house.

Attending the meeting were
Walter Everin, director of the
Montana Fish and Game Dept.;
Walter Allen, superintendent of
state fisheries; H. W. Black of
Poison, fish and game commis-
sioner; Forrest Keller, superin-
tendent of hatcheries for the
state; John Gaffney, project bio-
logist; Grant Wooley, Missoula,
U. S. Fish and Wildlife service;
Tim Vaughan, WWI' biologist;
Loran A. Eisele, superintendent
of systems operations for WWP;
State Rep. Henry L. Gill of
Thompson Falls and Paul McKee
of Noxon.
The unexpected success fish-

ermen enjoyed in the Noxon
Rapids lake during the past sum-
mer was discussed. Gaffney told
the group that the many reports
of 12 to 14-inch rainbows caught
in the reservoir are proof that
the trout planted in the fall of
1958 have achieved a remark-
able growth.

Gaffney told the group that
the growth of fish in the Clark
Fork river impoundments de-
pends on food and acquatic life
growth. "Apparently the grow-
th of plankton and other acquatic
life has been very successful,"
Gaffney said. He cautioned, how-
ever, that the growth may have
reached its peat". "But, we don't
know," he commented.
McKee stated that he had re-

ceived numerous reports of cat-
ches of Kokanee salmon being
made in the Cabinet Gorge lake.
The salmon were planted in
1954- and later.
Gaffney told the group that

catches of Kokanee were impro-
bable and that all of the reports
he had checked turned out to
be rainbows.

If anyone makes catches
which they think might be kok-
anee, I would appreciate hav-
ing them freeze the fish and
bring them in to me at their
convenience so I can make a
scale count," Gaffney said.

Gaffney also discussed the
proposed planting program for
1960. He said 860,000 rainb9ws
two inches or longer will be
planted in the Noxon Rapids
lake next year. At present eyed
eggs and fry are being hatched
and raised at the Lewistown hat-
chery and will be held in rearing
ponds there until planting here
in April or May.
The group discussed at con-

siderable length the possibility
of rough fish returning to the
Noxon Rapids lake. It was point-
ed out that the possibility always
exists in rehabilitation and re-
stocking programs in run-of-the-
iver fisheries such as Thompson
Falls and Noxon Rapids.

Gaffney said many problems
arise that must be solved as
the six-year program progresses.
He said there were indications
of hatches of principally suckers
and squawfish this past year.
The state, however, hopes to
hold the game fish in predomi-
nance and thereby hold back
the rough fish population.
The general effect of the re-

servoir drawdowns will not be
too apparent until after it has
occurred. WWP officials pointed
out that a normal drawndown
will be approximately 15 feet,
but that in an emergency or at
a time of extreme water short-
age the drawndown could be as
great as 40 to 45 fet. They point-
ed out that such a severe draw-
down may never occur, however.

In a discussion of funds being
provided by the Washington
Water Power Co. and the state
to finance the rehabilitation and
six-year study program, hope
was expressed that funds cur-
rently allocated will be suffici-
ent to carry out the program.
State Rep. Gill also said that it
is hoped that by development of
western Sanders county as a re-
creation area and fishery will
increase fishing license sales—
both locally and also out-of-state
—to warrant expenditure of
funds to carry on a continuous
program' of maintenance of the
fishery. Springs Savages, always a strong

Commissioner Black said that contender for class C honors

the state recognizes its respon-
sibility to maintain a fishery to
the best of its ability with funds
available, regardless of the re-
sults.
The need for more access

points to the lakes by the public
for boating was stressed and
Gaffney and Vaughan were
directed to make a study of sites
that would be suitable for lau-
nching boats and also to study
the possibility of acquisition and
development of these sites.
The cooperation of individuals

and organizations and their help
in furthering the study of access
points was also stressed.
A report of the status of funds

provided by WWP for fishery
development in both Cabinet
Gorge and Noxon Rapids was
presented at the meeting.
Of the $100,000 paid by WW1'

for Cabinet Gorge, $65,060.24
remains. Expenditures have in-
cluded $2,567.05 for biologist,
$7,007.11 for rehabilitation of
Dog lake and $25,365.60 for fish
planting during the summer of
1959.
For Noxon Rapids, WWP pro-

vided $78,600. Of that total, $29,-
621.38 remains with the other
funds having been spent in the
rehabilitation and restocking
program to date.
During the past year, one mil-

lion rainbows 11/2 to 4 inches in
length were planted in Noxon
Rapids and 160,000 trout 5 to 7
inches long were planted in
Cabinet. For 1960, the planned
plant is 860,000 fish 2inches or
longer.

Last summer fish planted in
Noxon Rapids were transported
from the Fromberg, Bozeman,
Lewistown and Arlee hatcheries.

It was reported that from Fro-
mberg, a distance of 400 miles
anpl a trip of 10 to 11 hours by
trick, out of 10,000 fish in a
truck load only 120 were lost.
"The hatcherymen were even

concerned with that infinitesmal
loss," Rep. Gill said. "To me it
is indicative of the successful-
ness of developing hatcheries
and rearings ponds at locations
where large volumes of water of
the right temperature and qual-
ity are available."

Fish brought from the From-
berg hatchery were dropped in-
to holding ponds at Arlee for a
rest period and then transport-
ed in small trucks to Noxon
Rapids lake for planting.
The actual cost of rearing

two-inch fish for planting is lc
per fish. As the size of the fish
increases, the cost rises much
faster. A three-inch fish costs 2c
to raise, four-inch. 048; five-inch
9c and six-inch 14c.

Falls Hunters Prove Montana Ranks
As Top Big Game State in Nation

Ample proof that Montana
ranks at the top as a big game -
hunting state, as claimed last
week by the Montana Fish and
Game commission, was pro-
vided by four Sanders county
hunters last week.
Thursday Arden Davis Jr.,

Jim Graham and Richard Vin-
son reported "fair" luck on a
one-day hunting expedition
into the Deer Horn creek area
of the Thompson river drain-
age.
The trio had nine unfilled

tags—two each for deer and
one apiece for elk. Before the
day was over they had filled
eight of them with two elk, and
six deer. Included in the bag
was a giant bull elk, a small-
er bull, a large buck, a smaller
buck, a doe and three yearling
deer. All of the deer were
mule deer.
The only complaint Vinson

had this week was that he
missed getting the third elk
which would have made a
"grand slam" for the trio.

Mike Miller and the three
hunters along with pack
horses spent long days both
Friday and Saturday packing
the eight animals out.

Michael Kistner, a 15-year
old eighth grade student at

Thompson Falls junior high
school accomplished what is
the dream of many accomp-
lished hunters Saturday after-
noon.
Hunting about one-third of

a mile from his home up Blue
Slide Mike ran into a herd
of eight elk on Thorne creek.
He selected and killed a 6-pt.
bull elk and started home. On
his way down he killed a
blacktail deer and shortly
thereafter came upon a white-
tail deer which he also killed,
thus, completely filling his
tags in one afternoon in walk-
ing distance of his home.

Lighting Help
Sought Saturday
Weather permitting, the lights

will go up Saturday on the huge
Christmas trees which line
Thompson Falls' Main street in
the business district, M. C. Suth-
erland, chairman of the Lions
club decorating committee, has
announced.
Sutherland has issued a call

for volunteers who can help
with the lighting to meet at 930
a.m. Saturday at Bud and Dave's
Husky Service. Montana Power
Co., Mountain States Telephone

(Con't. on Back Page)

HAWKS FACE SUPERIOR
IN PLAINS TOURNEY
The same starting quintet

that won the Northwest Division
tournament title at Poison last
February will probably take the
floor against the Superior Bob-
cats Friday night in the opening
round of the Plains Invitational
Coffey Cup tournament, Coach
Steve Previs said last night.
Listed as probable starters for
the Blue Hawks are Bruce and
Doug Denison, Jeff Wollaston,
Ernest Schmoyer and Wally
Page.

Previs said that Arden Davis
and Roger Curran would pro-
bably see considerable action
also. Three other lettermen vet-
erans from last year's champion-
ship squad will make the trip
also—George I.aFriniere, John
Long and Mike Marich. Other
members of the A squad are
John Muster, Jerry Weigand and
Hal Denison, who has not been
able to practice for several days
because of an injured finger.
The Hawks' first foe will be

no pushover. Superior won the
Class C state championship last
year. Other teams participating
in the meet are the host Plains
Horsemen, last year's class C
state runnerup, and the Hot

in western Montana.
A traveling trophy will be

given to the first place winner
of the Plains tourney and a
sportsmanship award will be
presented to the team selected
by the coaches for displaying
the best sportsmanship in the
meet.
New seating arrangements

make it possible to seat more
than 500 people in the Plains
gym.

Following this weekend's
Plains tournament, the Blue
Hawks will travel to Clark Fork
Friday, Dec 4 and then enter-
tain the Kalispell Redskins here
Saturday, Dec. 5.
The remainder of the Blue

Hawk schedule:
Games at home—Jan. 2, Mis-

ion; Jan. 8, Libby; Jan. 9,
Eureka; Jan. 16, Whitefish; Jan.
22, Ronan; Jan 29, Columbia
Falls; Feb. 12, Polson.
Games away—Dec. 11-12, Poi-

son Invitational tournament;
Jan. 15, Poison; Jan. 23, Mission;
Jan. 30, Ronan; Feb. 5, White-
fish; Feb. 6, Columbia Falls;
Feb. 13, Kalispell Redskins; Feb.
19, Libby; Feb. 20, Eureka; Feb.
25-26-27, division tournament at
Kalispell.


