
e istorlcal Society
Helena, Montana

s.\
1.

1 *
I I J

411111.1111111111M

..11.021.0AL SOCIETY
OF. MONTANA

SHARPSBURG MUSEUM—Largest building manufactured by
National Log in 1959 was the Sharpsburg, Md. museum being
loaded here into a railroad car by Charles Hossack, in car, and
Ray Aldrich Jr. on forklift. (Ledger photos)

ROUGH TURNING—Winter log job at the
National Log Construction Co. plant is rough
turning of exterior and boring of interior of
logs for storage and drying. Here Jim Gould
operates one of the lathes at the plant, amidst
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Catholics Start
Inquiry Classes
An inquiry class organied es-

pecially for non-Catholics will
begin tonight at 8 p.m. at the
Charles Johnson residence at
609 Church St. The Rev. Patrick
Brown will conduct the classes.
In explaining the purpose of

the classes, he said, "Our aim
is to invite people to inquire
into Christ's truth as taught and
preserved by the Catholic church
down through the centuries. The
Catholic church, therefore, in-
vites you to inquire into it's
teachings and practices to find
out for yourself if what you be-
lieve about the church is true
or false."

Catholics, also are invited to
attend these classes which will
be held once a week until June.

flying chips and snow. Note logs awaiting
their turn at right. Logs are turned again to
specific diameters during the final manufactur-
ing process. (Additional pictures on page 5)

NATIONAL LOG ENJOYS
RECORD YEAR IN 1959
Air-lock log homes and build-

ings manufactured at Thompson
Falls by the National Log Con-
struction Co. were shipped to 11
states, stretching from border to
border, during 1959 Stephen D.
Babcock, owner, reported this
week.
The firm, enjoying its most

successful year to date, manufac-
tured and shipped the equival-
ent of 50 three-bedroom homes
during 1959, Babcock said. The
largest single building manufact-
ured was an air-lock log museum
for Sharpsburg Museum, Inc. of
Sharpsburg, Md. It was shipped
from Thompson Falls late in
December.
The year 1959 also marked the

first 12-month period that the
firm shipped buildings from
Thompson Falls every month of
the year. Babcock predicts a
"bright future" for the firm
and expects to increase produc-
tion this year to the equivalent
of about 70 three-bedroom
homes.
The Sharpsburg museum

building contained more than
4000 square feet, about four
times the size of an average
home, and required a full rail-
road box car to transport all of
the logs.
To handle increased produc-

tion at the plant here, Babcock
said he plans to start construc-
tion of a new office building by
spring and also to add addition-
al machinery as well as further
automating his production line.
To meet the increased 1959

demand for the popular, patent-
ed drilled air-lock logs, the firm
operated on a two-shift basis
during the late summer and fall.
In addition to Babcock and Mrs.
Babcock, who serves as office
manager, the firm has five full-
time employes — Ed Franck,
plant foreman, Jim Gould, Char-
les Hossack, Ray Aldrich Jr. and
Charles Weldon. Gould has been
with the firm 10 years and
Franck more than five.
New equipment scheduled for

installation this year includes
a new lathe for rough turning
of logs and additions to the

plant's • conveyor system. The
lathe has already arrived at the
plant and is awaiting installa-
tion.
Babcock said he is working

also on a plan to utilize logs
down to five inches in diameter
and that he expects this practice
to open up a new market for
smaller trees in western Sanders
county. He said the firm will give
preference in its log purchases
to farmers and ranchers who
practice "good conservation pro-
cedures on their land or who are
signed up on the Tree Farm pro-
gram or the ASC tree thinning
program."
Mr. and Mrs. Babcock came

here from Ohio in 1947 to estab-
lish their plant. "Thompson
Falls is an ideal location for our
type of manufacturing plant,"
he commented, and for both east
and west distribution and sales
of our air-lock log buildings."
He contributes much of the

growth of the firm's output in
1959 to the nationwide sales or-
ganization established early in
1958. National Log now has 10
distributors in the north half
of the nation. They are located
at Warren, 0., Rochester, Minn.,
Salt Lake City, 'Denver, Canton,
Ill., Big Pool, Md., Pierce, S.
Dak., Missoula, Spokane and
Portland.
The 11 states to which log

buildings were shipped during
1959 include Washington, Oreg-
on, Idaho, Montana, Utah, North
Dakota, Minnesota, Illinois, Ohio,
Maryland and Colorado.

Out of Hospital
Don Campbell arrived from

Great Falls Friday to visit his
wife and son, who are staying
with Mrs. Campbell's parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Lovhaug,
until Don finds housing in Great
Falls. He was hospitalized there
a few days last week. He recent-
ly completed his training period
with the Mountain States Tele-
phone Co. and will be stationed
in Great Falls, where he re-
turned to Sunday.

Rockwell, Widner
Reign Over Ball
Bob Rockwell and Louise Wid-

ner were crowned king and
queen of the annual Thompson
Falls High school Senior ball
Saturday night. They were
crowned by Gary Hanson, senior
class president, and Dixie Rey-
nolds, vice president.
Following the crowning, their

royal highnesses led the grand
march.
More than 100 students and

adults attenaed the gala affairs.

Irene Munson, 55,
Passes Following
Lengthy Illness
PLAINS—Requiem high mass

was celebrated Monday morning
at St. James Catholic church for
Mrs. Irene Rose Munson, 55, who
died Thursday in a Hot Springs
hospital. The Rev. Patrick Brown
was the celebrant. Rosary was
Sunday evening. Burial was in
the Holy Cross cemetery at
Plains under the direction of
the Shrider Funeral home.

Mrs. Munson was born June
13, 1904 at Cable, Wis. She was
married to William Munson June
10, 1924 at Plains.
She was a member of St.

James Altar society and the
Thompson Falls BPW club. She
was active for many years in the
Ground Observer Corps when
the family resided at Eddy and
received awards from the United
States government for her civili-
an defense work.

Mrs. Munson had been in ill
health for several months. She
and her husband and two sons
moved to Plains after selling
their ranch at Eddy two years
ago. Last September, Mr. and
Mrs. Munson and Andy made a
trip to Europe.

Survivors include the widow-
er; two sons, Andrew and Den-
is, both of Plains; a daughter,
Mrs. Gordon Cleveland, Eddy; a
brother, Francis LaPointe,
Plains; three sisters, Mrs. Ger-
trude Leavey, Spokane, Mrs.
Catherine Center, Walla Walla,
Wash., and Mrs. Margaritte
Swaboda, Butte, and six grand-
children.
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The Weather -
Date Max. Min.

Jan. 13 31 3
Jan. 14 18 -3
Jan. 15 27 12
Jan. 16 32 16
Jan. 17 29 9
Jan. 18 22 -5
Jan. 19 20 -5

Prec.
0
0

.03

.07

.01
0
0

30-Day Outlook

For Montana, mid-January to
mid-February temperatures are
expected to average colder than
normal in the western half and
over the Missouri-Yellowstone
headwaters, and about seasonal
over the eastern plains. The pre-
cipitation outlook is for lighter
than average in the northwest
portion, but mostly moderate for
the season elsewhere.

State to Plant
About 30 Elk
On Swamp Creek
Plans to plant two truckloads

of elk in the Swamp creek area,
possibly Thursday or Friday,
have been announced by Faye
Couey of Kalispell, district big
game manager for the Montana
Fish and Game Dept.
Couey told the Ledger Tues-

ay afternoon that the elk are
being trapped in northern sec-
tion of Yellowstone park. "We
hope to get two truck loads to
turn loose in the Swamp creek
area," he said.
He said the elk were close to

the traps Tuesday, but efforts
by park rangers were not suc-
cessful that day. "We may get
them tomorrow (Wednesday) or
the next day or two at the lat-
est," he predicted.
The fish and game department

has executed an agreement with
local landowners, ranchers and
the Forest Service concerning
the elk plants in the Swamp
creek area.
He said a truck 1..4cl consists

of about 15 head of elk and that
they hope to turn about 30 head
loose in the area.
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Noxon Board Protests
Proposed Dam Value
NOXON-Concern for reduced

tax evaulation figures estimated
for the Noxon Rapids dam by
the Washington Water Power
Co. was expressed Wednesday
by the board of trustees of
School Dist. No. 10 at Noxon.
The trustees also expressed

concern that new figures provid-
ed them by WWP concerning the
dam's tax value may affect the
outcome of the forthcoming
$412,000 bond issue election to
be held Saturday, Feb. 6.
The latest estimate of the

1960 tax value of the dam is
placed by WWP at approximate-
ly 25 per cent less than the total
given to the board at a meeting
in November.

In a letter to the Sanders
County Ledger this week, the
trustees wrote:
"The Sanders county High

School Dist. No. 10 board of
trustees wishes to bring to the
attention of the citizens of this
district a letter received from
the Washington Water Power Co.
tax agent. In substance, the let-
ter provided an estimate for the
1960 taxable value of high
school district No. 10 as follows:
WWP  $3,333,600
N.P. Railway   501,684
Noxon contractors . None
Noxon workers   None
Utilities   32,713
Local taxpayers   290,000
Total Taxable value $4,157,997
"The board is concerned about

the tax value of WWP's Noxon
Rapids project. In conversation
with WWP's tax agent at a meet-
ing in November and with the
State Board of Equalization an
estimated tax value of $4,125,000
for the project was in order.
The board had reason to believe
that the original tax value of
$4,125,000 was low in compari-

PIPELINE FILES TAX
SUIT AGAINST COUNTY
Attorneys for the Yellowstone

Pipeline Co., a Delaware corp-
oration, have filed a formal com-
plaint with the district clerk of
court here charging the State
Board of Equalization, Sanders
county and Ralph Goode, county
treasurer, with illegal and exces-
sivo assessments on its pet-
roleum pipeline in Sanders
county.
The complaint charges that in

1959 the true assessed value of
the corporation's pipeline in
Sanders county was $11,000 per
mile whereas the state board
assessed it at $14,927 per mile.

Involved are the 85.26 miles
of 10-inch pipeline in the county,
which extends from Billings to
Spokane.
The complaint states that of

the firm's total "1959 levy of
$56,959, the sum of $25,475.47
was illegally and unlawfully

Forester to Move 
iHere n Spring

THOMPSON FALLS—Harvey
Backlin of Missoula will move
to Thompson Falls around April
1 as a permanent assignment as
state forester to handle Mineral,
Sanders and Lake counties.

Backlin's duties in the three
counties will be to give technical
field assistance to farmers and
ranchers carrying out ASC prac-
tices, to develop management
plans for private woodlot owners
in connection with ASP practices
and also give assistance to priv-
ate woodland owners and small
sawmill operators.
At present, Backlin spends

about 11/2 weeks per month in
Sanders county out of the Mis-
soula office. The remainder of
his time currently is spent work-
ing in Ravalli and Mineral coun-
ties.

Backlin said he hopes to be
able to establish an office in the
court house here after moving
with his wife to Thompson Falls.
He is a 1958 forestry graduate

of Montana State university and
since that time has been em-
ployed by the State Forest Ser-
vice working out of the Missoula
office.

levied," and seeks a refund of
the latter amount.
Concerning the assessed valua-

tion placed on the pipeline, the
Yellowstone Pipeline Co. charges
that it was "assessed at a value
far in excess of that at which
similar properties of other tax-
payers were assessed by the
state board . . . approximately
50 per cent in excess of the value
at which property of other tax-
payers was assessed."
The complaint stztes that the

pipeline property in Sanders
county was "assessed at $1,272,-
676 in class 7 . . whereas said
pipeline property should have
been assessed at not to exceed
$937,860 and placed in class 4
resulting in a tax of $31,478.40"
instead of the tax bill of $56,959
charged the firm.

Yellowstone Pipeline now has
over $200,000 in protested tax
payments in Sanders county.
Protested tax funds by law are
kept in a separate fund and can-
oot be distributed to school
dis,ricts and various county
funds for use, until released.

Flames Destroy
Bull River Home
NOXON—Flames, apparently

erupting from an overheated
wood stove, destroyed the one-
story, frame ranch home of Mr.
and Mrs. Peter P. Whittier on
Bull river Monday noon. No one
was injured.
Mrs. Whittier discovered the

fire and called her husband, who
made an effort to extinguish the
blaze, but was unsuccessful. The
couple succeeded in saving a
deep freeze, rug, gun and some
clothing, but the rest of the
furniture and personal belong-
ings were lost. The furniture in
the house was insured, but not
the house itself.
Mr. and Mrs. Whittier and two

daughters, Cheyenna Lynn, 21/2
and Kimberly Ann, 11/2, came
here in October from Los Ange-
les after purchasing the former
A. E. Leeson ranch. The family
left Tuesday night for California,
but plans to return in April to
build a new home.

son to Cabinet dam and the Mon-
tana Power Co. dam at Thomp-
son Falls when cost, age and pro-
duction are considered. The
value of $3,333,600 seems out
of reason. Compare the 44-year
cld Montana Power dam and
transmission lines costing only
$15 million, producing less than
40,000 kilowatts at a taxable
value of $800,000 with the new
Noxon Rapids dam and transmis-
sion lines costing $87 million
and producing 400,000 KW at
a taxable value of $3,333,600.
Should not a plant 10 times as
productive, costing more than
six times as much be valued at

least six time
"If the tax

is accepted by
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RONAN, MISSION N
UNBEATEN HAWK F
The undefeated Thompson

Falls Blue Hawks continued
to soar along at the top
of the Northwest division
with conquests of Poison and
Whitefish last weekend, but this
weekend face two more crucial
tests—the Ronan Chiefs here
Friday night and the Mis:ion
Bulldogs at St. Ignatius Saturday
night. The Hawks now boast
five wins against no defeats in
loop play.
Ronan, rated along with the

Hawks and the Libby Loggers
as the most powerful clubs in
the league, will have the added
incentive of giving their coach,
Art Previs, a win over his fath-
er, Steve Previs. The Chiefs have
won four while losing two—an
upset to Poison and the other
to Libby last weekend.
At St. Ignatius the Hawks will

be attempting to break a jinx
that has plagued Coach Previs
since Thompson Falls moved in-
to Class B competition several
years ago. The Hawks have never
defeated Mission on the Bull-.
dogs' home court.
A 26-point scoring spurt by

Bruce Denison paced the Hawks
to a rough 62 to 29 victory over
Poison Friday night. Poison was
unable to match the Hawk's hot
shooting and backboard work.

Against Whitefish, the work
of Jeff Wollaston under the
backboards, Bruce Denison's
stellar defensive play and Ernest
Schmoyer's hard driving layups
proved too much for the game
Bulldogs. Throughout the first
three quarters, Whitefish re-
mained a constant threat, how-
ever. The first period ended with
the score knotted 14 all.

Wollaston
B. Denison
'D. Denison
Schmoyer
Page
Davis
Marich
Long
Weigand
Totals
Whitefish (49)
Conn
Stephens
Luke
Hale

EXT
ES

Schmoyer was high
with 15.

point man

At Poison, the Hawks wore
their new blue jerseys for the
first time and baptized them
with a victory. The jerseys,
along with new road trunks,
bought last fall, were purchased
with funds contributed by local
citizens last winter just before
the Hawks went to Bozeman to
participate in the state tourna-
ment.
In the preliminary tussles,

the Polson B squad defeated
Thompson Falls 55 to 28. Satur-
day night the Hawklets trounced
Whitefish 61 to 38 with Urcle
Campbell and David McKenzie
tallying 17 points each and Bill
Guldseth 15.
How they did it:

T. Falls (64) FG FT-M F TP
5 4-3 3 14
6 1-2 3 13
2 4-4 3 8
6 3-2 1 15
1 2-2 4
0 0-0 3 0
0 0-0 0 0
1 0-0 0
2 4-2 2
23 18-15 19

2
8
64

4 0-0 2 8
4 6-6 4 14
3 2-2 4 8
5 5-4 3 15

Harmon 1 0-1 5 2
Street 1 0-0 1 2
Reid, Silliker
Totals 18 13-13 19 49
T. Falls .... 14 .16 13 21-64
Whitefish .. 14 8 15 12-49
Thompson Falls B (61)—Brau-

er 5, Campbell 17, GulcLseth 15,
McKenzie 17, Holt 5, Franke 2,
Knodel; Whitefish 38.

JUDGE TO ADDRESS
BANQUET TUESDAY
Judge Lester H. Loble of

Helena, district judge of the
First Judicial 'district, will be the
principal speaker at the annual
banquet of the Thompson Falls-
Noxon Chamber of Commerce
Tuesday night at the Thompson
River Ranch.
The banquet will be served at

7 p.m. and reservations may be
made with Mrs. C. H. Weisman-
del, secretary-manager. The
deadline is Monday.
Chamber members will con-

duct their annual election of of-
ficers at the banquet.
R. T. Auclair, retiring presi-

dent, will discuss the chamber's
accomplishments in 1959 and
projects coming up this year.
The topic of Judge Loble's

speech will be, "Civic Affairs—
a Challenge and Not a Duty."
Judge Lobel's long experience

in civic affairs has resulted in
an outstanding record of public
service. The son of pioneer par-
ents and grandparents, he has
served as Helena city attorney,
a member of the legislature and
in 1923 authored the first old age
pension bill ever passed in the
United States. He was one of a
committee of 15 who drafted
the first social security act and
was special assistant attorney-
general for the United States.
For many years he was a suc-

cessful trial lawyer. A member
of the National Council of Juve-
nile Court Judges, he is recogniz-
ed by J. Edgar Hoover as an
authority on juvenile problems.
He was a member of Montana's
first state planning commission,
was president of the Sons and
Daughters of Montana Pioneers
and a trustee of the State His-
torical society.
Glenn H. Larson will preside

as toastmaster at the banquet.
Another feature of the dinner

will be a drawing for a special
prize in connection with the cur-
rent membership drive. Eligible
for the drawing are members
who paid their 1960 dues by
Dec. 12.


