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AGREE ON
160 ROAD
PROGRAM
After more than three hours

of heated discussion. the high-
way committees of the Thomp-
son Falls-Noxon. Plains-Paradise
and Hot Springs chambers of
commerce reached agreement
Thursday night on a six-point
county-wide road program to be
pushed by the Sanders County
chamber during 1960.
The six-point program in-

cludes: A new designation for
Highway 10A, improvements to
10A from Plains to Ravalli, im-
provements to Highway 28, con-
struction of Thompson pass
shortcut route between Highways
10A and 10, erection of a bridge
across the Clark Fork river on
the Paradise cutoff road and ex-
tension of Highway 20 from
Seeley lake north of Missoula
to connect with 10A and thus
provide a more direct route
between the population centers
of Great Falls and Spokane.
No priority was established

for any of the projects. Instead,
the chamber members agreed
that the three individual and
county chambers should seek
whatever projects can be ac-
complished first, depending up-
on the type of road funds avai-
lable.
Main discussion centered

around Thompson Falls' support
for the St. Regis cutoff bridge
and Plains' support for the
Thompson pass route.

Stan Diehl told the group that
Plains has been virtually as-
sured of construction of the
bridge with forest highway
funds, but that the proposed
Paradise darn is blocking im-
mediate construction.
John Britt of Thompson Falls

told the group that it "should
not sit around idle until the
Paradise question is settled ... "
that in the meantime, the county
should seek construction of the
Thompson pass route, which will
open western Sanders county's
blossoming recreation area to
the population centers of Wal-
lace, Kellogg and Coeur d'Alene
and will shorten the route be-
tween Glacier park and Spokane
by almost 50 miles.
Fred (Bud) Moore, chairman

of the Thompson Falls-Noxon
Highway committee, pleaded the
need for a diversified economy
in the county and explained that
by encouraging tourist business
the county would improve its
economic position without the
accompanying needs for new
schools and services that would
be created by introduction of
a large industrial plant.

Continued on page 2)

Mrs. A. A. Wilson
Passes Sunday
Graveside services were held

Wednesday at the Thompson
Fals Masonic cemetery for Mrs.
A. A. (Maysie A.) Wilson, who
died Sunday at her home here.
The Rev. William Turner of the
Episcopal church officiated and
interment was under the direc-
tion of the Shrider Funeral home
of Plains.

Mrs. Wilson would have been
73 Tuesday. She was born Jan.
26, 1887 in Cambridge, England.
She came to Canada in 1907 with
her two sons, where she worked
as a nurse. In 1927, they moved
to Trout Creek. In 1934 she
married A. A. Wilson. They con-
tinued to live at Trout Creek
until 1936 when they moved to
Butte. Two years later, in 1g38,
they moved to Thompson Falls,
where they had resided since.
She is survived by her widow-

er, A. A. Wilson of the home;
one son, Sidney deBarathy,
Butte, and four grandchildren.

Mrs. Wilson had been in ill
health for some time.
The family requested that tri-

butes be in the form of a mem-
orial to the Trinity Mission Epi-
scopal church of Thompson
Falls.

Due Home
Mrs. Louis Dufresne was to be

released from St. Patrick hospi-
tal in Missoula yesterday and
return home with her husband.
She had been confined there for
a week for medical treatment
and observation.

UNDEFEATED—The unbeaten Thompson Falls Blue Hawks,
winners of seven straight Northwest division games, begin their
second round of loop competition this weekend. Standing,
left to right, are Coach Steve Previs, Hal Denison, Doug Denison,

'Know Where
Children Are,'
Judge Tells CC
-If I had but five words of

advise for parents, I would say:
'Know where your youngster
is'!", Judge Lester H. Loble of
Helena told about 70 persons at-
tending the annual banquet of
the Thompson Falls-Noxon
Chamber of Commerce banquet
at the Thompson River ranch
Tuesday night.
At the organization's annual

election, K. A. Eggensperger
was elected president to succeed
R. T. Auclair. On a flip of a coin,
Joe Dobravec was selected vice
president after he and Ted Mel-
linger tied in the balloting.
Dobravec succeeds Dr. Richard
Thiegs.

Directors elected to three-
year teams were Bert VanCam-
pen and Harvey Curran, Thomp-
son Falls; Bob McKee, Noxon
and Dave Hale, Trout Creek.
John Britt was elected to a two-
year term as director of the
Sanders County Chamber of
Commerce and Auclair was nam-
ed as alternate director to the
Sanders county unit.

Glenn H. Larson presided as
toastmaster. The Rev. Donald
Tigges gave the invocation.

Auclair gave a brief review
of the chamber's activities dur-
ing the past year and comment-
ed on the activities of the vari-
ous committees: Retail trades,
of which Mellinger was chair-
man; membership headed by
Kelly Green, Duke Sallee and
Carl Gibson; city-county plan-
ning, M. C. Sutherland; emer-
gency health center study, the
Rev. Olah Moore; industrial de-
velopment, S. D. Babcock; high-
ways, Fred Moore; core sales,
Dobravec; state parks and boat
launching sites, Hale, and winter
recreation, Bob Clark.
The Chamber had the largest

membership in its history during
1959. During the year, Mrs. C.
H. Weismandel, secretary-man-
ager, answered 600 letters and
sent out more than 1000 letters
and notices, Auclair reported in
praising her work.
Judge Loble opened his talk

by commenting on his work with
juveniles as judge of the first
judicial district in Helena. "I
have never had a Boy Scout, Girl
Scout, Campfirt Girl, 4-H club
member or a boy or girl who
attended Sunday school appear
before me in court. Where you
have activities of that kind, you
don't have juvenile trouble."
He said 97 per cent of the boys

and girls are good, that only
three per cent are bad. "My
creed is: "No youngster is born
bad, unless he is abnormal. He
is a creature of his environ-
ment."
Turning to his main talk,

Judge Loble said, "The greatness
of America lies in its volunteer
organizations. These are the
many groups such as chambers
of commerce, lodges, service
clubs, church groups that are
today and tonight throughout
this vast land of ours talking,
• (Continued on page 5:

The Weather -
Date Max. Min.

Jan. 20 14 -6
Jan. 21 19 8
Jan. 22 20 7
Jan. 23 28 17
Jan. 24 33 24
Jan. 25 35 28
Jan. 26 39 31

Prec.
0
0
0
0
0

.03

.06

Postal Receipts
Hit New High
Here During 1959
Postal receipts for 1959 estab-

lished a new record for the
Thompson Falls post office, N. J.
LaFriniere, postmaster, said
Wednesday. Receipts for the
year totaled $20,546.10, a gain
of 7 per cent over 1958.

LaFriniere said the excellent
cooperation of post office pat-
rons during the heavy Christ-
mas mailing season spread the
mailing over a longer period and
as a result, the customary
Christmas rush did not reach
its peak heighths of previous
years. -The cooperation of our
patrons in mailing early, bundl-
ing mail and early purchase of
mailing supplies was responsible
for the prompt handling of your
Christmas mail with a minimum
of delay," LaFriniere said.

During the month of Decem-
ber, the office dispatched 60,802
pieces of mail and received 64,-
431 pieces for a total of 125,233
pieces of mail handled. "This is
a considerable increase over pre-
vious years," LaFriniere said.
"Of the 60,802 pieces of out-

going mail dispatched by the
local office, the figure includes
5095 copies of the Ledger mail-
ed in December."

County 4-H Unit
To Meet Saturday
The Sanders County 4-H coun-

cil will meet in Plains Saturday
at 1:30 p.m. to conduct its an-
nual election of officers and out-
line a program for the year.

J. H. Mikkelson, county agent,
also reported that committees
will be appointed and dates es-
tablished for the various 4-H
events of the year. The livestock
sale committee will meet also.

Present officers of the coun-
cil are Mrs. Clarence Keirn,
Trout Creek, president; Douglas
Page, vice president, and Bar-
bara Wipplinger, secretary-trea-
surer.

Lions to View
Slides of Quake
Ken Keeney of Missoula, chief

of the information and education
division for Region I of the
Forest Service, will speak to the
Lions club tonight at its regular
meeting in the Woman's club
house at 6:45 p.m.
Keeney's topic will be the

Madison canyon earthquake
which occurred Aug. 17. He will
display slides of the damage re-
sulting from the quake and dis-
cuss the Forest Service's plans
for the area.

Single Copy 10(

Bruce Denison, Jeff Wollaston, John Muster, Mike Marich, John
Long. Kneeling are Wally Page, Jerry Weigand, Roger Curran,
Arden Davis, George LaFriniere and Ernest Schmoyer.
(Ledger photo)

CLUBS SEEK SUMMER
SWIMMING LESSONS
Representatives of more than

ten organizations were in agree-
ment Monday evening to try
to obtain Red Cross help in fin-
ancing swimming lessons at the
Community pool this summer
at the PTA meeting Monday
evening.

A. Wilkes explained the
entire Red Cross program as
far as swimming lessons were
concerned and that the stumbl-
ing block will be the erection
and completion of bathhouses
with sanitary facilities before
the Red Cross can aid In the
program. Organizations repre-
sented agreed to help finance
the lessons themselves.
Fred (Bud) Moore, chairman

of the pool financing committee,
said there was about $1200 owed
on the pool at present and the
completed bathhouses would cost

about $2500. He felt that the
money owed could be paid off by
previous committments on don-
ations and with fund raising pro-
jects this spring so that money
for the bathhouse could be bor-
rowed to complete them in time
to have the swimming lessons
this summer.
Money donated for the swim-

ming lessons will be used for
that purpose only. Mayor M. C.
Sutherland spoke briefly, saying
that the pool is now under the
city government and that they
are willing to cooperate on
worthwhile programs for the
pool.
In other business Mrs. Rich-

ard Wollaston spoke on the Pea-
body report on education. Mrs.
Mildred Monk's first grade room
won the attendance award.

1959 TIMBER VOLUME
SECOND HIGHEST HERE
The total volume of timber cut

in the Thompson Falls ranger
district during 1959 was 15,117,-
520 board feet, the second high-
est cut ever recorded, Irwin
Puphal, district ranger, said
Tuesday. Stumpage value of the
timber amounted to $234,787.
Only the 1955 cut of 18,235,-

960 board feet surpassed the
1959 total, Puphal said.
The 1959 total was almost one

million feet more than the 1958
cut of 14,422,290 feet.
The volume of timber sold

during 1959 was 14,683,560 feet
with a stumpage value of $160,-
466. In addition to this 6000
Christmas trees were sold. About
1,500,000 feet of this timber was
salvage sales consisting of dead,
dying and defective trees.
"A strong effort is being

made to utilize such timber
while it still has some value.
During the past three or four
years about 5 million feet of
such timber has been salvaged,"
Puphal said.
The 6000 Christmas trees sold

last year represent almost a 600
per cent increase over the 1041
trees sold in 1958. In addition,
in 1958 15,000 posts were sold.
The amount of timber sold

and under contract and avail-
able for cutting in the district
now is 14,300,000 feet.
Four sales are being proposed,

depending upon acquisition of
right-of-way, for the remainder
of the 1960 fiscal year, which
ends June 30. The four sales
would involve approximately
16,900.000 feet.
A crew of men is employed

practically the year around pil-
ing and burning brush on all of
the timber sale areas and thin-
ning and pruning trees on the

!better sites. Some tree planting
will be done on those areas

where natural regeneration does
not take place, Puphal reported.
About 10,000 trees will be plant-
ed on the West Fork of Fishtrap
creek this spring.

1960 Tab Sales
Lag Behind 1958
Sales of 1960 licenses tabs are

running only slightly more than
half of what they were last year,
Ralph E. Goode, county treasur-
er, reported this week.
Monday morning the treasur-

er's office had sold 630 automo-
bile tabs compared to 1050 on
the same date last year. Truck
tab sales Monday totaled 395
compared to 650 in 1958.
One reason for the slow sales

is the fact that motorists do not
receive new plates this year, and
thus retain the low numbers
they sought last year.
The deadline for license pur-

chases is Feb. 1, however the
Montana Highway Patrol tradi-
tionally extends the deadline to
Feb. 15.

Hamilton Firm
Low on Fencing
A Hamilton firm, Parker &

Ness Construction Co., was the
low bidder to construct 259
rods and remove and reset 375
rods of barbed wire fence on the
approach roads to the new
Thompson Falls Highway 10A
bridge. Bids were opened last
week by the Montana Highway
commission.
The Hamilton firm bid $2219

for the work.

The LEDGER — an ideal gift!

The possibility of constructing
the proposed short-cut route be-
tween Highways 10A and 10 via
Thompson pass, but terminating
it at Wallace instead of continu-
ing to Enaville has been suggest-
ed to the Bureau of Public
Roads by Arval L. Anderson,
chief engineer for the Northern
Region of the Forest Service in
Missoula. The suggestion is con-
tained in a letter from Ander-
son to Baird M. French, region-
al engineer, BPR, Portland.
Anderson pointed out that

treminating the route at Wallace
would avoid conflict with the
proposed Enaville dam and also
that it would be extremely diffi-
cult to bring a highway over
the Glidden pass through the
town of Burke without comp-
letely obliterating the town.
"A good road from Enaville

or Wallace to Thompson Falls
would provide an attractive cut-
off route for travel from the
Spokane area to Glacier Nation-
al park, Anderson stated in his
letter.
A copy of Anderson's letter,

written Jan. 7, was received
here by Don Saint, chairman of
the Thompson Pass Short-Cut
committee, and reads:
"This letter is to document

our telephone conversation this
morning concerning forest high-
way problems common to the
Thompson Falls and Wallace
areas.
"There are four forest high-

way routes in this area which
should be considered as some-
what interrelated. They are in
Idaho the Enaville-Murray No.
9 and the Burke-Montana line
No. 12. In Montana they are the
Prospect creek Forest Highway
No. 7 and Paradise Cut-off For-
est highway No. 9.
"There are also two proposed

dams which may have a bearing
on what is done with these
roads. They are the proposed En-
aville dam in Idaho and the pro-
posed Paradise dam in Montana.
"The Enaville dam would in-

undate the Enaville-Murray for-
est highway. The Paradise dam
would inundate the Paradise
cutoff forest highway. Before
taking any definite program ac-
tion on either of these routes,
an estimate must be made as to
the probability of early construc-

tion of either of the dams.
"A good road from Enaville

or Wallace to Thompson Falls
would provide an attractive cut-
off route for travel from the
Spokane area to Glacier Nation-
al park. Simililarly, a good road
through the Clark Fork river
canyon from St. Regis to Para-
dise would be equally, if not
more attractive to this same
travel.
"If we consider the benefits

to through travel as approxi-
mately equal on these two
routes, I believe the Enaville or
Wallace to Thompson Falls road
would have a considerable ad-
ditional value for local and in-
tercommunity traffic. A furth-
er study of this potential may
be worth while on the part of
both state highway departments
concerned.
"Last fall, on Sept. 29, I made

a trip from Thompson Falls up
the north fork of the Prospect
creek through Thompson pass
to Murray and returned by way
of Wallace, Burke and Glidden
pass. It was note worthy to me
that the Thompson pass, at an
elevation of 4462 feet, was com-
pletely bare and dry. Glidden
pass, at elevation 5200, had six
inches of snow and gave us a
little trouble in getting over.
This 738 feet difference in ele-
vation is quite a serious objec-
tion to Glidden pass because of
the difference in climate, as
well as the fact that it will re-
quire about five additional miles
of road to make that extra climb
up and down.
"I suggest, therefore, that we

investigate the merits of sub-
situting the Thompson pass
route for the Glidden pass route,
even though the road may still
terminate at Wallace. Another
reason for this suggestion is that
it would be extremely difficulty
to bring a highway through the
town of Burke without complete-
ly obliterating the town.

"If the Enaville dam is not
likely to be built in the near
future, it may be more logical
to extend the road from Thomp-
son pass to Murray and on down
to the Interstate highway near
Enaville.
"I concur with the recommen-

(Continued on page 4)

13 ELK TRANSPLANTED
IN SWAMP CREEK AREA
Thirteen head of elk, trapped

in Yellowstone National park,
were released by the Fish and
Game Dept. at the Wayne Hill
ranch in the Swamp creek area
Saturday afternoon.

Directing the elk plant was
Game Warden A. H. Cheney and
fish and game employes Doc Alt
of the Sunrise Game range at
Augusta and Hank Engbrecht of
the Warm Springs Game farm.

Included in the plant were
three mature cows, two spike
bulls and eight calves.

National Park service emp-
loyes finished trapping the 13
elk Thursday and they were then
loaded on a truck for transport-
ing to the Trout Creek area by
Alt and Engbrecht.

Alt said Lloyd R. Hoener,
Yellowstone park ranger, who
supervised the trapping, called
the 13 "the finest bunch of elk
we've trapped for transplanting
in a number of years." All of the
elk appeared in excellent condi-
tion although a few had receiv-
ed skin bruises in the trap and
while riding the more than 400
miles from Yellowstone.

Former Heron
Resident Dies
HERON—Word has been re-

ceived from San Diego, Calif. of
the death of Mrs. Florence (Boaz)
Nelson, former Heron resident.
Mrs. Nelson had been spending
the winter in California with
her daughters, Mrs. Mildred
Rowe and Mrs. Katherine Wood-
ward.
Funeral services will be held

at the Heron church Sunday at
1 p.m.

Breaks Leg
Adolph Torgrimson was taken

to Ft. Harrison veterans hospi-
tal at Helena Friday by Sheriff
Wally Britton, where the former
is recuperating from a broken
leg suffered while ice fishing
near Birdland Thursday. He re-
ceived treatment from a local
physician Thursday following
the accident. He and B. D. Fri-
dley were fishing together when
Mr. Torgrimson slipped on the
ice.

They were caught in the Lam-
ar trap, 32 miles inside the park
in the vicinity of the park's
buffalo ranch between Mam-
mouth Hot Springs and the
northeast entrance.
One or two additional truck-

loads of elk is scheduled for
planting- in the same area as
soon as they are trapped in
Yellowstone.

Big game enthusiasts in the
Trout Creek area have been
seeking an elk plant in the
Swamp creek range for several
years. Cheney described the
weather conditions, snow cover
and browse as ideal for the elk.

Also assisting with the plant-
ing operation were Mr. and Mrs.
Wayne Hill, District Forest
Ranger John Brinkerhoff and
Bob Burington.
The three cows are expected

to give birth to calves in the
spring.

Larson Reports
Power Progress
Progress by the upstream

states towards an agreement
with Washington and Oregon on
reservation of power for the
former group of states was
made at the Columbia Compact
commission meeting held in
Reno last week, Glenn H. Larson
reported this week upon return-
ing to Thompson Falls. Larson
as chairman of the seven-state
commission presided at the
meeting.
Larson said that Washington

particularly is in general agree-
ment on the reservation of pow-
er for upstream states, where
water would be stored in multi-
purpose dams.

Saturday, following the two-
day conference, Larson and oth-
er members of the Montana dele-
gation visited Squaw Valley, site
of the 1960 Olympic winter
sports competitions next month.

Attending the meeting from
Montana with Larson were St.
Sen. W. A. Groff of Victor, St.
Rep. John McDonald of Jordon,
Robert Neils of Libby and James
E. Murphy of Kalispell.


