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CLASSROOMS PHONE—Supt. Everett W. Long, left, saves steps
to the office as he uses the telephone in the science classroom
to place a call to his office. Laverne Gronewald, science in-
structor, displays one of the phones provided by the Mountain
States Telephone Co. (Ledger photo)

COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM-Standing around
the switchboard of the newly completed tele-
phone system for Thompson Falls High school
are members of the Science club: Laverne
Gronewald, sponsor and high school science in-
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HAWKS TAKE TO ROAD,
RONAN SNIPS STRING
•

Their winning string plucked
at eight straight by Mnan Sat-
urday night, the Thompson Falls
Blue Hawks take to the road this
weekend for two games away
from home. Friday night Coach
Steve Previs will pit his squad
against the Whitefish Bulldogs
and Saturday night the Hawks
face Columbia Falls.
The Hawks caged the Wildcats

80 to 61 here Friday night. Earl-
ier in the season, they leashed
the Bulldogs 64 to 49.
The loss to Ronan Saturday

night dropped the Hawks into a
tie for first place with Libby in

structor, Ross Duffel, Dave Eplin, Larry Banist-
er, John Muster, Ray Babcock, Ann Larson and
Henry Holmes. Seated in froni placing a call
to a classroom over the system is Mrs. Boyd
Davis, office secretary. (Ledger photo)

SCIENCE CLUB BUILDS
SCHOOL PHONE SYSTEM
Fewer steps are being taken

these days in the halls of Thom-
pson Falls High school because
of a telephone communications
system built and installed by
members of the Science club
under the direction of LaVerne
Gronewald, high school science
instructor.
The telephone system, with its

central switchboard in the of-
fice, connects all rooms in the
high school and plans are to con-
nect the system to the junior
high building and also the band

Death Claims
7th Scott Child
Graveside services were con-

ducted Tuesday afternoon at the
city cemetery by the Rev.
Olah Moore for Leslie Scott,
five-month old son of Mr. and
Mrs. Lionell Scott of Thompson
Falls, who died in a Missoula
hospital Saturday. The baby was
the seventh victim of the tragic
fire which destroyed the Scott
home and claimed the lives of
six other children Jan. 9.
The infant was buried in the

same grave that contains the
charred remains of his two older
brothers and four sisters.
The other twin, Jesse, was

released from the Sanders
County General hospital Wed-
nesday of last week and is being
cared for by Mr. and Mrs. James
Murphy at their ranch near
Whitepine.

Leslie's condition became cri-
tical Saturday and he was taken
to Missoula for treatment by a
specialist. He died in Missoula
that evening. An autopsy was
performed Sunday and it is be-
lieved that secondary infections
caused the infant's death.

Leslie was burned the worst
of the twins, but it was Jesse
who at first was listed as criti-
cal.

Mrs. Scott is still recovering
in the Sanders county hospital
from burns she received in re-
sucing the twins from the hol-
ocaust.
The fire was the worst in the

county's 53-year history.

room in the dormitory building.
The system also makes possible
communications between rooms.
The project was started last

year by the Science club mem-
bers when Bob Clark, manager
of the Mountain States Tele-
phone Co., supplied the club
with several outdated pre-dial
telephones and some surplus
telephone wire. With the excep-
tion of a small cash outlay for
a few special switches, Science
club members designed and
built the system practically cost-
free.
At present, five phones are

connected to the switchboard,
which has a capacity for four
additional outlets.
The system is two-way and

teachers may call the office from
their classrooms as well as being
called from the office.
"The system is a real step

saver, particularly for Mrs. Boyd
Davis, who is the office secret-
ary, and also causes less distur-
bance in the classrooms than
knocking on doors," commented
Supt. Everett W. Long.

Mainly responsible for the
project are club members Ross
Duffel, Dave Eplin, Larry Banis-
er, John Muster, Ray Babcock,
Ann Larson and Henry Holmes,
who constructed the ;oox housing
the switchboard.
The Science club was formed

last year, the first year Grone-
wald taught at Thompson Falls.
He expects to leave soon to ac-
cept a position with the United
States Custom service at Sweet-
grass as a customs inspector at
the port of entry there.

Firemen Answer
Call Tuesday
The Thompson Falls Fire

Dept. made a run to the Archie
Jahnke residence Tuesday
morning to extinguish a small
blaze in the basement.
The fire apparently started

when a frozen pipe was being
thawed. No damage resulted.
Firemen reported that the

combination of steam and smoke
made the fire appear much
worse than it was.

Scouts to Attend
Church Sunday
Thompson Falls Boy Scouts

will begin their observance of
Boy Scout Week Sunday by at-
tending the church of their
choice, Scoutmaster Jerry Mil-
ler has announced.

Scouts will participate in the
regular worship service at
the Community Congregational
church with the Rev. Olah Moore
at 11 a.m. John Duffield will
speak and other boys will give
the prayer and act as ushers.

Dads Eye Dogs,
Fish, Plumbing
Grave Digging
Dogs, fish, plumbing and

grave digging occupied the at-
tention of city councilmen
meeting in their regular Febru-
ary session Monday night. Ed
Shear, council president, presid-
ed in the absence of Mayor M. C.
Sutherland.
Conrad Preston appeared be-

fore the city dads to request
the adoption of the Montana
state plumbing code by the city
and asked that in the future the
city require that all plumbers
operating in the city be licensed
by the town.
The request was taken under

advisement pending further
study by the council.

Preston also complained
about the large number of dogs
running loose in the city. The
council advised him to bring a
petition before the council sign-
ed by a number of residents
who also would like something
done about the situation. It was
the concensus of the council
that some definite action could
then be taken.

It was reported that Game
Warden A. H. Cheney had in-
formed Mayor Sutherland that
Ashley creek could not be clos-
ed to fishing this year since it
had already been published as
being open. Cheney suggested
that the city erect "no trespass-
ing" signs in the area above
the dam to prevent anyone from
fishing in or disturbing the wat-
er feeding the mtinicipal water
system.
The council adopted a motion

that the fee of $20 for opening

,the Northwest division. Each
team boasts a record of eight
wins against one defeat. Ronan
is in third place with a 7-3 re-
cord.
The Chiefs did three things

well Saturday night at Ronan
. . . and that was all they need-
ed to do to hand the Hawks their
first loop defeat of the season.
Coach Art Previs' charges scor-
ched powder burns on the nets
with their sharp shooting; they
controlled the backboards and
handled the ball superbly, and
they completely baffled the Blue
Hawks with their tight zone de-
fense on Ronan's cracker box
court.
The tight defense time after

time prevented the Hawks from
working the ball under the bas-
kat into the hands of the Deni-
sons and Jeff Wollaston for
their usually sure-eyed short
jump shots. Instead, Thompson
Falls was forced to shoot from
a distance.
The effectiveness of Ronan's

defense under the basket is seen
in the points scored. Bruce Deni-
son scored only seven points
while Doug Denison and Wollas-
ton were able to garner only six
points each. The most scoring
came from guards Ernest Sch-
moyer, 18 and Wally Page nine.
Even the fact that Coach Art

Previs' son was "rootin' for
Grandpa Steve's team" didn't
seem to help.
The Chiefs led all the way and

only twice was Thompson Falls
able to creep to within two
points.
A large crowd of Thompson
(Continued on page 2)

The Weather -
Date

Jan. 27
Jan. 28
Jan. 29
Jan. 30

Max.
43
42
42
50

Jan. 31 44
Feb. 1 44
Feb. 2 42
30-Day Outlook

Min. Proc.
29 0
23 tr.
32 .13
31 .01
18 0
19 0
28 .01

February temperatures in
Montana are expected to aver-
age warmer than seasonal west
of the divide and much warmer
east. Light precipitation aver-
ages for the season are expect-
ed.

Slide Damages
Phone Lines,
Rails, Highway
A large rock slide Tuesday

morning about 6 o'cloca delayed
traffic on Highway 10A between
Eddy and Plains, knocked out
Mountain States telephone and
railroad communications lines
and damaged the Northern
Pacific's Mainline tracks which
run adjacent to the highway.

Steve Vulles, foreman of the
Highway Dept. maintenance
crew at Thompson Falls, said the
Thompson Falls and Plains
crews succeeded in clearing the
fallen rock from the highway
by 8:30 a.m. The slide failed to
block traffic entirely, but did
restrict it to one lane for about
two hours.
The boulders knocked out the

railroad's safety signal fence,
knocked down Mountain State
Telephone Co. phone lines and
the railroad's communications
lines as well. One large boulder
had to be blown off the railroad
tracks.

(continued from page 2)

JOHN DUFFIELD TO GET
EAGLE RANK SUNDAY
Boy Scouts from seven troops

In Sanders county will receive
rank advancements and other
awards at a county-wide court
of honor Sunday night that will
have as its highlight the award-
ing of the eagle scout rank to
John Duffield, son of Mr. and
Mrs. C. R. Duffield of Thomp-
son Falls. The court of honor
will be held at 7 p.m. in the
Plains High school gymnasium.

Participating will be Boy
Scouts from troops at Thomp-
son Falls, Plains, Paradise, Dix-
on, Hot Springs, Noxon and
Lonepine.
More than 100 merit badges

will be awarded, including 43
earned by Thompson Falls
scouts.
The tenderfoot investiture

ceremony will officially initiate
a number of new boys into the
scouting program and numerous
scouts will receive advance-
ments in rank.
The court of honor will corn-

emmorate the golden anniver-
sary of scouting in America.
Sunday is the start of Boy Scout
Week, Feb. 7-13.
The award of the eagle rank to

Duffield, who is only 13, is be-
lieved the first to be made to a
Thompson Falls scout. Duffield
has been a scout for two years.
Requirements for the eagle

rank, the highest in scouting,
include service as a life scout
for six months, earning of a total
of 22 merit badges, of which 15
are specified and have outstand-
ing leadership ability.

Duffield currently serves the
Thompson Falls troop as senior
patrol leader and previously ser-
ved as patrol leader. Last sum-
mer he served on the staff of
the Melita island scout camp.
He and Gary Heater attended
winter camp last year.

Duffield was selected as
Thompson Falls' "scout of the
week" during the 1959 Boy
Scout week.

Jerry Miller and Ernest
Franke serve as scoutmasters in
Thompson Falls. The troop is
sponsored by the Lions club.
Two Thompson Falls scouts

will be advanced to the rank of
life. They are Gary Heater and
Larry Tobiska.
Three who will become star

scouts are Delance Wiegele, Jay
Miller and Ronnie Burghard.
First class ranks will go to Mike
Duffield, Leonard McKey, Paul
Williams, Joe Sanders and Ricky
Heater. Douglas Riffle and Jim-
my Inman will become second
class scouts and taking their

tenderfoot oaths will be Howie
Johnson, Jim Repp and Kerry
Poirier.
In addition, most of the youths

will received numerous merit
badges.
Parents and all other interest-

ed persons of the county are
urged to attend the court of
honor at Plains.

Quartet With
Perfect Grades
Tops Honor Roll
Four students of Thompson

Falls High school—two seniors
and two sophomores—achieved
straight A averages to top the
third six weeks honor roll re-
leased Monday by N. W. Berge,
principal. The four with perfect
grades are Lynne Powell and
Jeff Wollaston, seniors, and Sus-
an Duffield and Lynda Moore,
sophomores.
A total of 14 students made

the honor roll. They include:
Freshmen—Micky Clark, Janice
Fuller, Nils Rosdahl; sopho-
mores—Cheryl Saint, Christine
Urquhart; junior — Lois Tob-
iska; seniors—Bonnie Butte,
Dave Eplin, Carolyn Selvig,
Joyce Rosdahl.
Students receiving honorable

mention: Freshmen — Laura
Huffman, Penny Miller; sopho-
mores—Lee Dykstra, Marilyn
Gardner; juniors—Glenda Ken-
dall, Inez Saint; seniors—Susan
Puphal, Mary Soule, Sharon Wil-
liams.
A grade average of 2.5 or

better out of a possible 3.0 is re-
quired to make the honor roll.
Students with averages of 2.25
to 2.49, inclusive, are accorded
honorable mention.

Nutter to Address
Lincoln Dinner
Donald Nutter, republican

candidate for governor, has ac-
cepted an invitation of the San-
ders County Republican Wom-
en's club to speak at the annual
Lincoln day dinner Wednesday,
Feb. 24. The dinner will be serv-
ed at 6:30 p.m. in the Plains
Grange hall by the Plains Grange
ladies.
"Plains was chosen as the best

location because it is more equi-
distant from all other towns in
Sanders county," Mrs. Wendell
Stephens, club president, said.

Noxon District
Vote Saturday
NOXON — Saturday for the

second time voters of the Noxon.
Heron and Trout Creek school
districts will trek to the polls to
cast their ballots on a proposal
to issue $412,000 in bonds for
construction of a new high
school at Noxon for School Dist.
No. 10.
The high portion of the bond

issue failed by one vote, 127 to
126, in the first election Dec. 19.
A $286,000 proposal for con-
struction of a new elementary
unit at Noxon carried by a vote
88 to 32.

Polls Saturday will be open
from 12 noon to 8 p.m. Electors
are required to vote in the dis-
trict in which they reside. Polls
will be located at the schools in
each district. The three elemen-
tary districts combine to form
Noxon High School Dist. No. 10.
'The high school portion of the

bond issue carried in the Noxon
district in the December elec-
tion, but was defeated by over-
whelming margins in the Heron
and Trout Creek areas.

Eligible to vote are all regis-
tered voters of the three districts
whose names appear on the last
assessment rolls of the county.

Forty per cent of the eligible
electors in the three elementary
districts must cast ballots to vali-
date the election. Only a simple
majority is required to pass the
proposal if the election is vali-
dated by sufficient voters casting
ballots.

Interest in the bond election
is reaching a peak this week as
trustees conducted the first of
two public meetings Wednesday
night to explain the proposal.
Last night's meeting was held at
Heron, toinght's at 8 p. m. at
Trout Creek.

Patrol to Start
Arrests Feb. 16

Montana motorists were
warned Wednesday that
they'd better have their 1960
license tabs by Feb. 15 or risk
a fine.
Highway Patrol Supervisor

Alex Stephenson announced
Wednesday that patrolmen
will begin enforcement of the
registration law after Feb. 15.
He said an amendment to the
law in 1957 allows a 15-day
grace period after the Feb. 1
deadlines.

Grandpa Brauer   90 Friday.

JOHN BRAVER TO NOTE
90TH BIRTHDAY FRIDAY
John Brauer, a resident of

Thompson Falls for more than
55 years, will celebrate his 90th
birthday Friday. He came to
Thompson Falls in November
1905 and has resided here since.
Grandpa Brauer, as he is

known to his many friends thr-
oughout Sanders county, was
born at Hanover, Germany and
came to America with his par-
ents, four brothers and four
sisters in 1877. The family set-
tled near Lincoln, Nebr., where
he spent his childhood. He was
graduated from a Lutheran semi-
nary in Illinois, where he maj-
ored in surveying.

After completing his school-
ing, he traveled and worked
around the north central states
and came to Montana in Octob-
er 1900 to work for Marcus Daly,
the copper magnate.

In 1901, he returned to North
Dakota where he married Mary
Ames. They made their home in
Missoula until they moved to
Thompson Falls in the fall of
1905.
Grandpa tells of one humor-

ous incident which occurred
when he was courting his future
wife. En route to visit her he
met a black cat with white
stripes, which postponed his
date until the next day. "That
skunk sure took good aim and
sure hit its mark," recalls Grand-
pa.
With the exception of two

terms, Mr. Brauer served as
surveyor for Sanders county
from 1909 to Jan. 1, 1955, when

he retired.
Active for his age, Grandpa

usually walks the four blocks
from his home to town once or
twice a day when the weather
permits. Monday he reported
that he was gaining weight again
after undergoing a period of
sickness last year. Until two or
three years ago, he still drove
his automobile.
Of the nine children who came

to this country with their par-
ents from Germany, four still
are living. A brother, Fritz,
of Sidney, Nebraska celebrat-
ed his 100th birthday Jan. 22. A
sister, Clara, of Bellingham,
Wash. observed her 89th birth-
day Feb. 3 and another brother,
Ernest, who still lives at the
home place at Malcolm, Nebr.
was 85 last fall.
Mr. Brauer visited his sister

in Bellingha mlast fall. Howev-
er, he has not seen his brother,
Fritz, for 71 years.
Grandpa has three sons and

five daughters living. They are
Mrs. William (Edna Mae) Bod-
aly, San Diego; Harvey of the
home; Mrs. John (Clara) Brill,
San Francisco; Mrs. R. C. (Lin-
nie) Gray and Mrs. E. C (Irene)
Varner, both of Seattle; Mrs. H.
C. (Dorothy) Kurz, Spokane, and
Ernest and George of Thompson
Falls.

Mrs. Brauer died a few years
ago.
Asked if he expects to live to

be a 100, Grandpa replied, "I
doubt it. I have too many ail-

I ments."


