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SANDERS COUNTY'S FIRST BICENTENNIAL BABY, Louis
Rocheleau, will observe his first birthday Tuesday, Jan.
4. He was the first baby born in Sanders County in 1976.
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THE GROUSE SEASON ended for
another year, this big blue grouse has
exhibited little fear of humans. The bird
has been reported in several Thompson
Falls areas and the other day Nancy
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New Yeses Day HOT SPRINGS--A Hot
Springs youth, Keith McCart-
ney, 17, was reported in
satisfactory condition at the
Clark Fork Valley Hospital
Tuesday following surgery for
a gunshot wound in his upper
body. McCartney was shot at
2 a.m. Tuesday in the yard at
the Vern Knapp home in Hot
Springs. The gunshot was
inflicted by a .38 calibre
revolver.
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rancher, has been charged
with aggravated assault.
Sanders County sheriffs

officers were still investigat-
ing the shooting and an
alleged altercation occurring
earlier in the night at the
Long Branch Saloon at Nia-
rada.

Wolf said Knapp had been
at the Long Branch earlier in
the night. Ott had been at the

Louis is the seventh child of Larrae and Barbara
Rocheleau. Louis has eight teeth and already has been
walking for a couple of months.
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Hoff, a clerk in the clerk and recorder's
office, offered to feed it. Bird was active,
fat and appeared in excellent condition.

(Patrick Sullivan photo)

McCALLUM SAYS:

Eleven criminal and five
civil cues appear on the
docket for the January jury
term of District Court which
will get underway at 10 a.m.
Tuesday with Judge Edward
Dussault presiding.

First case to be heard is the
State vs. Kenneth Burland,
who is charged with endan-
gering the welfare of a child.
Other criminal cases on the

docket:
State vs. Gary Lee Getz,

negligent homicide stemming
from a fatal accident east of
Plains in which Getz was
reputed to be the driver of the
death car.

(Ledger photo)
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Home for holiday
Barbara Jackson, daughter

of M&M Wiley Jackson,
arrived home for the holidays
from New Orleans.

Long Branch earlier in the
night also, but left before the
altercation occurred.

McCartney, a juvenile, was
not at the Long Branch at any
time in the night, according to
reports.
The Hot Springs ambu-

lance, which had been called
earlier to take Knapp, who
was injured, arrived shortly
after the shooting occurred
and took McCartney to the
hospital. Clint Spindler's
Plains ambulance arrived
later and took Knapp to the
hospital.
Wolf said M&M Knapp,

McCartney and Robert Sni-
der, 26, were all in the Knapp
home when a pickup driven by
Larry "Todd" Sanders, 32,
arrived.
In the pickup with Sanders

were Ott and Robert John
Warnock of Niarada.
Wolf said according to

witnesses that when the
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BULLETIN
Robert John Warnock, 19,

of Hot Springs has been
charged with aggravated as-
sault in the shooting of Keith
McCartney early Tuesday
morning at Hot Springs.
Roth he and 1)ean Ott, 48, of

Hot Springs, Tuesday were
being held in lieu of $10,000
bond each.

Larry "Todd" Sanders has
been charged with misdea-
meaner assault involving the
assault with Vern Knapp
earlier Monday night in the
Long Branch Saloon, which
Sanders owns. Sanders post-
ed $300 bond and has been
released.

It vestigation is continuing,
according to Undersheriff Bob
Wolf.
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pickup drove into the yard,
Mrs. Knapp went outside with
a pistol. McCartney then ran
out of the house and knocked
the gun out of Mrs. Knapp's
hands and to the ground.
Shots erupted from inside

the pickup and it is believed
the first bullet hit McCartney.
At the time of the shooting,

Sanders was outside the
pickup, Wolf said.
McCartney was helped into

the ambulance by Snider as
soon as the vehicle arrived.

Wolf said witnesses re-
ported four shots were fired.
Sanders is the owner of the

Lmig Branch.
Wolf said all Sanders
ounty sheriffs officers were

called out when the first call
for help was received.

Also on hand were Tribal
police and two officers from
the Flathead County Sheriffs
office.
Knapp was reported to be

employed at the Flathead
Mine.
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11 Criminal cases Kardokus to seek
on jury docket

county school jobDaniel Larson, Rober Ham
merberx, theft.
Gary Lee Gillette, driving

while intoxicated.
Arlene Redcrow Burland,

forgery.
Gary A. Anderson, theft.
Fred Cochran, possession of

dangerous drugs.
Cory Delong Haight, pos-

session of dangerous drugs.
Phillip James Pierre, driv-

ing while intoxicated.
Daniel B. Risland, sale of

dangerous drugs.
The first civil action is a

damage suit filed by Zola
Mayden vs. Martin Arthur. It

(Please turn to p.2)

Ron Kardokus, 30, a middle
grades teacher in the Heron
school, has filed for the
democratic nomination for
county superintendent of
schools on the democratic
ticket.
Kardokus will be running

for the remainder of the
unexpired term of James
Palmer, who has resigned
effective Feb. 1 to accept a
position with the State Supt.
of Public Instruction.
Kardokus attended Heron

school as a youth and is a 1964

graduate of Noxon High
School. He received a degree
in second education in 1972
from Eastern Montana Col-
lege at Billings and has also
done graduate work at Cen-
tral Washington College at
Cheney.
He has taught four yeara at

Heron and three years at
Pelican, Ak.
Ron is the son of M&M

Frank Kardokus, formerly of
Heron who reside at ;WA,
Wn.

CANDIDATE RON KARDOKUS

Local codes revision hottest issue
A proposed drastic revision of local

government codes, a battle for control
of secondary vocational education and,
as usual, finances, will be the top issues
facing the 1977 Legislature, according
to State Sen. George McCallum.

McCallum. who will be attending his
fifth session, will leave Sunday for
Helena with his wife, Verdie. Sanders
County's other legislator, State Rep.
Chris Stohie will leave for Helena this
week end also. Mrs. Ruby Stobie will
remain at their home at Eddy with her
two children, Jim and Robin.

McCallum, who was first elected to

'he Senate in 1970 and has had to run
every two years since, hopes that the
1977 session finally will be the start of a
full four-year term, even though he was
supposedly elected for four years in
each of his first three successful
election campaigns.
The Niarada sheep rancher and

Christmas tree plantation manager,
believes the hottest legislative issue
will be new local government code law.
The new code would change most of the
guidelines under which counties, cities
and towns now operate.
Under present regulations, the

Legislature states what local gov-
ernments may do, what their police
powers are and sets tax limits. Many or
niost of these would be removed by the
proposed legislation.
Under the new proposal, county

commissioners would be empowered to
set all county salaries, including their
own. Now the Legislature sets salaries
The law would also permit counties

and cities to set their tax levies,
without limits, and authorize cities and
counties to even adopt local sales taxes
on certain items.

In effect, the new code would give
counties and cities much of the
self-governing powers which most
voters turned down in a wide majority
of counties and cities last November.
The local codes proposal already has

drawn considerable opposition.
The usual legislative battle over

finances will be heightened this year by

the state's surplus, believes McCallum.
"How the state should spend its
surplus or whether or not it should all
enter into the picture this session,"
said McCallum.
"I heard a report in Helena that bills

authorizing the expenditure of $600
million are being prepared for
introduction."
The republican legislators are

expected to introduce several bills
providing for tax relief. One would
remove the 10% state surtax on
incomes. Another proposal would
increase individual exemptions.
Sen. Robert Watt's proposal to

eliminate property taxes on homes will

be introduced in the House. The
revenue lost by the elimination of the

tax on homes, would be replaced by a

gross income tax.
Despite the controversial issues,

McCallum predicts this session will not

he marked by political infighting. "It

appears it will be a very harmonious

session because of the philosophy of the
levislators. The nartiaansloo of the

Legislature shows most strongly in the
organization of the two houses. The
Senate organized with very little
difficulty and I think that spirit of
cooperativeness will continue through
the session."
McCallum predicts that a bill will be

adopted to raise the school foundation
program budget schedule providing
local schools more budgeting powers in
the years ahead.
Not so quiet will be the battle to

determine who should control voca-
tional education in the state's high
schools. "It's a battle between the
Office of the State Superintendent and
the State Board of Education," says
McCallum.
The genial Sanders County solon at

present favors retention of control by
the state superintendent. He notes that
it could create local educational
problems if control of the vocational
education is separated from control of
policies for other classes of the high
school. "Then we could have a situation
where the state superintendent is
setting policies and guidelines for most
phases of secondary education and the
state board is controlling vocational
education--two bosses in the same
school."
A move to promote a liberalization of

gambling laws is expected. McCallum
notes that Neil Lynch has been hired to
promote "one-armed bandits". A push

for a county-option gambling law is
seen as one possibility.

McCallum also recalled that Mike
Greely, the new attorney-general,
promoted a bill in the last session of the
I ,Pgislature to set up a State Gambling
CommisMon. "Butte's delegation has
always wanted wide-open gambling
and it's fairly certain that Butte

legislators again will introduce legisla
tion to liberalize gambling."
Regarding environmental laws, Mc

Callum doesn't believe any drastic
changes are in the offing. "I don't
believe the Legislature will weaken
any laws, but it is doubtful that we'll
move as fast as we did in the past.
Some present laws may need amend-
ments to make them better or to make
them so we can live with them,"
observed McCallum.
McCallum will serve as chairman of

the Senate's Local Government Com-
mittee and as a member of the
Education Committee. He has been on
the education committee each session.

His Local Government Committee
likely will handle the proposed Local
Government Code legislation.
The Sanders County solon said he

will appreciate having people give him
their views on proposed legislation. He
hopes that after the deadline for
introduction of bills has passed, the
Legislature will have a recess of a few

days so that legislators can discuss
with local voters the proposed
measures.
He asks persons desiring to contact

him to either write him In care of the

Capitol Post Office in Helena or call

him person-to-person in the Senate. He

said he will in turn inform the operator

he will call back and then call the

person on the state's legislative hot line

at no personal cost to the voter.


