
THE WINTER MONTHS with only a small sprinkling of
snow has been easy on the wild turkey flock which is
flourishing in the Weber Gulch area north of Thompson
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LARGE TOM struts at the Muster ranch. John and Sandy
have counted up to about 60 turkeys in the flock. Other
birds have been seen as for west as Bull River with a
smell flock frequenting the Trout Creek area. They ve
also been seen in the Marten Creek drainage. A few
years ago the Montana Dept. of Fish and Game planted
turkeys in the Blue Slide area. Previously birds had
been planted in the Lynch Creek area northwest of
Plains. (ledger photos)

AFTER LABOR DAY

Falls and frequents the John Muster ranch almost daily.
Turkeys enjoy picking in the barnyard after the Muster
cattle have been fed as these two pictures show.
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OVER REDISTRICTING
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Revolt brewing
among B schools

Serious opposition to accep-
tance of the Montana High
School Assn.'s redistricting
plan, which would drop
Loyola High School of Mis-
soula from class A back into
the Western B Division, has
developed among the eight
schools now in the division,

Franke denies
'closure planned

Officials of the Pack River
Co. have made no references
at any time to closure of the
planer at the Thompson Falls
Lumber Co. and Diehl Lum-
ber Co. mills here and at
Plains, Ernest Franke, man-
ager of the Thompson Falls
mill, said Tuesday. He said it
was unfortunate that the term
"closure" was used before the
City Council last week.
Franke said the only infor-

mation he has received on the
subject was contained in a
letter to both the Thompson
Falls and Plains mills from
George J. Tichy, manager of
the Timber Products Manu-
facturers. In that letter
Tichy referred to meetings
scheduled Feb. 8 at both mills,
and stated:
"The company wishes to

discuss the prospect of a
revision in operating proce-
dures primarily affecting the
planer and shipping depart-

ments at Thompson Falls and
Diehl Lumber occassioned by
the ineffeciencies of current
operating procedures and
practices. You will recall that
I introduced this subject to
you in a conference Jan. 21,
1977.
"We would imagine that

each of these meetings should
not exceed an hour and a half
in duration."
Franke said the Thompson

Falls meeting lasted less than
an hour and that no problems
that he could ascertain were
expressed. He said he under-
stood the Plains meeting was
considerably longer.
Franke said the crews at

the Thompson Falls Lumber
Co. have made considerable
improvement in production in
the past year.
"If there is a problem here,

I am not aware of it to date,"
he commented.

However, it was reported
that a second set of meetings
between management and the
union will be held in the near
future.

Meanwhile, Forrest Dob-
son, Montana area general
manager for Pack River,
advised the Flathead Courier
at Poison last week that a
feasibility study is underway
of the Dupuis Bros. Lumber
Co. mill at Poison.
The investigation is being

made to determine if there is
sufficient timber supply avail-
able to warrant re-opening of
at least a portion of the Poison
mill, which is owned by Pack
River. The mill has been shut
down for about two years.
The Courier reported, "It

was stressed that no definite
decision has yet been made on
the re-opening."

Supt. Larrae Rocheleau and
trustee Jack Fisher advised
Trustees of School Dist. 2 at
their February session.
"It was the feeling at the

meeting of the MHSA in
Helena recently by all West-
ern B members that it was
wrong to return Loyola and
that the school should remain
in Class A and Bigfork or
Eureka in Class B," Fisher
told the board members.
"Loyola does not belong in

B," Fisher declared.
Fisher pointed out that

Loyola students have several
advantages not available to
students in other schools.

1. Training programs out-
side school in Missoula, such
as the Little Grizzly Football
Program.

2. University of Montana
training programs.

3. Access to excellent
coaching and athletic facilities
outside of the school such as
UM athletes and athletic staff
members and facilities.
4. Opportunity to recruit

students from throughout the
city of Missoula.

Superintendent Rocheleau
stated the present Western B
schools have three options:

1. Accept MHSA redistrict-
ing plan.

2. Forfeit all conference
games to Loyola, which would
hurt football most since the
schools could not compete in
the state championship play-
offs. Regular season game
forfeits in basketball would
still enable the teams to
compete in the division and
state tournaments, however.
3. Decline to join MHSA

and form their own league
with Eureka and Frenchtown
possibly joining. It was
pointed out that since Seeley-
Swan has been moved back to
C and is a member of the
Missoula school system, it
may desire to accept the
MHSA redistricting and re-
main aloof from any revolt.
Rocheleau said he has been

advised that Corvallis. Mis-
sion and Troy all desire to
investigate the possibilities
further. He said Darby and
Plains school boards have not
acted on the matter yet.
Iligfork's feelings have not
been determined.
A meeting of the present

Western B school administra-
tors and trustees has been
scheduled Saturday afternoon
in Missoula during this week's
division basketball tourna-
ment to make a final recom-
mendation on the course to be
taken, if any.
Rocheleau advised the

board that if the schools adopt
a plan to forfeit all Loyola
regular season games or to
form their own league, they
likely will face !eget action.
A precedent of forfeitures

has been established. Last fall
Loyola and Stevensville both
forfeited girls basketball
games to Missoula Sentinel.
Also Plentywood forfeited
some football games last year.

lie also pointed out that
another repercussion could be
the effect the refusal to join
MHSA would have on the
wrestling program, since it
would adversely affect pre-
sent C schools now competing
in the B-C division and also

Late start set for Falls schools
A later starting date for

school next fall, a requested
hike in electric rates by the
Montana l'ower Co. and a
discussion of a proposed
special school levy were
among major topics discussed
by trustees of School Dist. 2
at their February session.

Noting that a petition
signed by 300 persons last
year requested that school be
started after Labor Day, the
board approved a tentative
starting date of Sept. 6 for the
1977-78 school year. The
school calendar will be ap-
proved at the March or April
meeting.
Supt. Larrae Rocheleau

reported that Montana Power
has requested a 61% increase
in electric power rates for
schools and commercial users,
according to information he
obtained from the Montana
Public Service Commission. If
this increase is granted,
Rocheleau advised that this
would amount to an increase
of about $14,000 next year.

Rocheleau advised that the
current supplier of No. 6
green heating oil for the
elementary campus is not
sure he will be able to supply
oil next year. The Kevin
refinery may be shut down.

The board formally set the
annual school election for
Tuesday, April 5--the same
day county general and city
elections will be conducted.
The trustees decided to
decide at their March 8
meeting the amounts of the
elementary and high school
special levies to be requested
from voters.

Rocheleau presented a re-
port of school lunch costs
showing that with rising
costs, the present lunch ticket
receipts are not paying the
full cost of the program.
Mosey is budgeted in the
general fund to pay lunch
bills. Trustee Hank Laws said
he felt the lunch price should
not be raised if at all possible.
It was then recommended
that lunch bills be paid from
the general fund and that the
individual lunch .price not be
raised at this time.

In concurrence with a
ruling from County Attorney
Bob Fletcher that bids for
electrical re-wiring of the old
gym must be requested, the
trustees authorized Superin-
tendent Rocheleau to have
City Electric, General En-
gineering of Missoula or some
other firm draw up specifica-
tions for the bid invitation.

General Engineering of
Missoula had quoted $5,300
for engineering services only.
The teachers have request-

ed that health insurance
coverage be changed to Blue
Shield from Bankers Life.
Rates will be $63 per month
and the teacher negotiation
team has requested that the
current $59 per month insur-
ance allowance be raised to
$63 per month. Trustees Jack
Fisher moved and Laws
seconded that the insurance
be paid at $63 per person for
the month of March only.

Principal Leonard Amund-
son reported that the junior
high school is taking a film
making course from the
University of Montana. Per-
sonnel are working for 11
days with the students.
Equipment valued at $795
goes to the school after the
program is completed. A
federal program is paying a
large portion of t he cost of the
professionals working with
the students six days. Cost to
the school will be $425.

In other action the board:
'Heard a request from

Mary Lou Calvert suggesting
that the number of hours of
extension credits permitted to
meet the required training

each five years be increased.
Now, district policy states
that teachers must earn eight
credit hours every five years
with only three allowed as
extension credits.
*Discussed the progress of

current negotiations with
teachers regarding a new
contract for the coming school
year.
*Named as judges for the

April 5 election Eileen Garri-
son, Rosie Wilson, Vivian
Curran and Lorraine Du-
fresne.
*Adopted a motion approv-

ing a RIF ireduction in force)
policy if a reduction becomes
necessary. The policy pro-
vides that a tenure teacher
may be laid off if his or her
program is eliminated.
*Were advised that back-

Cold slows lumber sales
Sanders County citizens

who have enjoyed pleasant,
mild winter weather while the
Midwest and East were
gripped by record cold and
snowstorms, have not escaped
the effects of that bitter
weather completely.
The bitter weather that

gripped the regions to the
east has been felt here by a
softness in the lumber market
as weather curtailed building.
Ernest Franks., manager of

the Thompson Falls Lumber
Co., said shipments have
dropped sharply to the east,
but now appear to be coming
back. "Fortunately with the
widespread sales agency Pack
River has, we were able to
route shipments to other

areas and overall shipments
were not affected greatly."

The weather

Feb. 8 38 18 0
Feb. 9 42 28 0
Feb. 10 43 25 .05
Feb. 11 54 34 .03
Feb. 12 49 34 .01
Feb. 13 64 34 0
Feb. 14 51 22 0

No.von weather

Feb. 8 31 16 0
Feb. 9 39 30 0
Feb. 10 38 29 .17
Feb. 11 45 30 .06
Feb. 12 38 33 .13
Feb. 13 46 30 0
Feb. 14 44 20 0

boards and supports for the
basketball standards on the
tennis courts have been
ordered at a cost of $630.
*Accepted a resignation

from Terri Saunders as

instrumental music director.
Miss Saunders also included a
letter concerning the help she
has received from Warren
Craddick for her music pro-
gram.

Phone use rises in TF
The town of Thompson

Falls is continuing to grow,
according to phone statistics
provided by Frank A. Pippy,

Vote sign-up

ends Feb. 24
Thursday, Feb. 24 is the

deadline for registering to
vote in the county general and
Hot Springs, Thompson Falls
and Plains city elections,
Clerk and Recorder Dixie
Vaught reminded prospective
electors this week.
Persons who voted in the

last general election, Nov. 2,
are automatically retained on
the list of voters
Persons may register at the

clerk and recorder's office or
before any deputy registrar,
notary public or justice of the
peace.

district manager for Mountain
Bell.
Pippy confirmed that 1976

was a year of growth for
Mountain Bell here.
"There are now 1,560

telephones including exten-
sions in service, more than 80
more phones than were in use
at the end of December 1975,
Pippy said.
At the end of 1976 the

phone company records indi-
cate 155 main business tele-
phones in service, 15 more
than the 140 business phones
in operation in 1975. Resi-
dence phones increased to 840
over the 830 in use in 1975.

Plains added 10 more
business phones during 1976.

Franks visit

Week end guests of M&M
Jim Freer and family were
MR;111 Ray Franks and family
of Missoula.

the fact that some B schools
Dow do not have wrestling.
Thus, there may not be
enough C schools left to
warrant continuation of
wrestling.
Schools that do not belong

to MHSA can not play MHSA
members.
Rocheleau said he does not

feel that Thompson Falls
would "be hurt" as much as
some of the smaller schools
like Darby by playing Loyola.
Concern was expressed on

the psychological effects on
players in smaller schools
continuously playing bigger
teams.

Opposition to MHSA redis-
tricting plans has been suc-
cessful in several instances in
the past.
George Geise, sports editor

of the Kalispell Inter Lake, in
a column last week noted that
there are several examples
where "those schools which
exerted considerable pressure
on the MHSA received 'favor-
able' treatment under the
reclassification and realign-
ment plan announced last
week by the MHSA."
"There are several exam-

ples, starting right here in
western Montana," Geise
wrote. "Missoula Loyola peti-
tioned last spring to move
back to Class B from Class A,
but the Rams' request was
turned down. Loyola kept up
the pressure and received its
wish last week, returning to
Western B, switching places
with Bigfork.
"Whitefish and Columbia

Falls, after being notified they
were being considered for
Class AA status, immediately
took the offensive. Whitefish
threatened not to play some
schools, and hinted that an
intramural-type program
might be substituted for the
more costly competitive
sports schedule.
"Coaches at Columbia Falls

said they would have to
reconsider their priorities, if
they were asked to scout
opponents in the far corners
of the state. The Columbia
Falls school board retained an
attorney, and was prepared to
appeal the expected MHSA
reclassification to AA, before
the announcement that the
Wildcats would stay in Class
A.
"Far to the east, Plenty-

wood long has fought for a
return to Class B.
"The Libby School Dist. got

(Please turn to p.14)

Plains hoard

going along

PLAINS Trustees of School
Dist. 1 Monday night adopted
a resolution to follow the
action taken by other schools
in the Western B Division
regarding forfeiture of games
to Loyola or resigning from
the Montana High School
Assn. and forming an inde-
pendent league.
Supt. Neil Ilellickson said

the Plains board did not want
to see Plains High School left
out in the cold nor do they
want the school "to go it
alone," in the redistricting
affair.
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