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HEAVIEST SNOWFALL of the year at Rainbow
Lake occurred last week as tracks show on this road

that connects the Camas Prairie with Highway 28 at
Rainbow Lake. (Ledger photo)

UNUSUAL SIGHT this year is a snow mantled Friday rnorrlinq

Montana Power Co. park. This Is a view taken
(Ledger photo)

Ceramics grow in Falls
By Jeri Fisher
Ceramic enthusiasts pro-

vide the basis for a growing
hobby and business in Thomp-
son Falls. Mona Lu Gould's
Oleo Acres Ceramics began as
a hobby and is growing so fast
that expansion is planned.
Mrs. Gould started ceram-

ics as a hobby about five years
ago in classes offered by
Marilyn Lacey. She enjoyed it
so much that she bought a
kiln, started firing for friends
and her business has mush-
roomed since. This summer
she plans to attend a seminar
In Spokane and get a teacher's
certificate from Duncan Cer-
amic Products.
The name, "Oleo Acres"

originated several years ago
when she and her husband
George, bought their land.
"We called it Oleo Acres--one
of the cheaper spreads,"
laughed Mona Lu. "When I
started the shop the name
stuck.
"Ceramics is a growing

field," said Gould. "I could use
twice the room and fill up
everyday." She hopes to
enlarge her shop, add another
kiln and hold more classes.

Classes are offered for wo-
men. men and an evening
class for high school students.
"Several more men have
inquired about classes and I
hope to include them when
room is available," said Mrs.
Gould. Her shop is open four
days and one evening each
week with about 27 people
attending.
The raw clay is called "mud

or slip" and is poured into
molds forming greenware.
The greenware is extremely
delicate and must be carefully
cleaned with special tools.
Water will melt it. After it is
cleaned a glaze is applied, it is
fired, reglazed and fired
again. The result is a hard,
colorful ceramic figure with a
glass-like finish.
Lead poisoning, a potential

danger in pottery, is prevent-
ed in ceramics by the use of
glazes. These glazes are
tested safe against lead
releasing from the clay and
use of lead free paints.
"Ceramic dishes and mugs

are completely food safe." said
Gould. Most of her paints are
lead-free.

Firing causes pliable clay to

become hard and brittle. It is factor," explained Mrs. Garri-
done in a kiln at a very high son. "If the slip Iclay) is too
temperature. The tempera- thick the greenware will have
ture is regulated by placing a streaks and be unsmooth."
small "cone" in the kiln. When Molds vary in price from
the proper temperature is under a dollar to over $100.
reached the cone melts and Garrison buys practical ones
automatically shuts off the she can use in different ways.
kiln thus preventing °vertu.- One mold may be used as a
ing. Different size cones are
used depending on the tem-
perature desired. Pottery
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requires a much hotter firing
temperature and is not done Weather
at Oleo Acres.
The most popular items

with women are bowl and
pitcher sets and planters. Men
prefer wildlife figures.
Mona 1,u is enthusiastic

about learning more about
ceramic techniques and is
currently studying air brush-
ing so she can offer it in her
classes. This technique in
volves use of an air brush and
a small compressor that will
spray a variety of colors. It
gives a soft effect and the
colors blend gradually.
Ceramics is a self taught

hobby for Eileen Garrison
who pours much of her own
greenware. "In pouring, con-
sistancy is a very important
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Wilderness bill
threatens jobs

A proposal to include the
McGregor-Thompson area
north of Thompson Falls and
Plains for wilderness study is
drawing sharp protests this
week from officials of the
Pack River Co. and other local
organizations who are con-
cerned about the future jobs
in the Thompson Falls Lum-
ber Co. and Diehl Lumber Co.
mills.
The timber supply for these

mills and others in adjacent
areas already is critical and
locking up timber in the
McGregor-Thompson area
could have disastrous effects
for the future status of these
two mills, according to For-
rest Dobson. resource analyst
for the Pack River Co. at
Spokane. Dobson formerly
served as manager for the
Clark Fork Logging Co. here
before being promoted and
transferred to Spokane.
"It is interesting to note

that the Thompson District
has some 676 million board
feet that is tied up in roadless
area studies," Dobson stated.
"Do you realize :hat amounts
w 37 years of the district's 18
million board feet of annual
allowable cutT

Dobson presented a state-
ment before the House sub-
committee on Indian Affairs
and Public Land Tuesday.
The McGregor-Thompson

Wilderness Study Area ex-
tends southward from the
shore of McGregor Lake over

23 miles of rocky ridges, steep
canyons and streams. The
majority of the area is
forested and road access to
the edges of the area is good.
Timber development has not
occurred due to problems of
access. Most of the area lies

within the Murr-Baldy Plan-
ning Unit of the Lobo National
Forest.
The proposed study area
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Shortage of logs

cuts mill shifts
A shortage of logs and the arrival of the

annual spring break-up and road load limits
has resulted in the layoffs of about 25 men at
the Thompson Falls Lumber Co. and a similar
numbc: uf empioyrs at the iiiebt Lumber t;o.
at Plains. Each mill cut its production back by
one shift.

Ernest Franke, general manager of the
Thompson Falls Lumber Co., said the mill
here had beeh operating 21/2 shifts daily, and
now has cut back to 1'!, shifts.
He said the cutback would last until the

break-up is over and the load limits are

removed from hauling roads. it looks like it
will last a couple of months," Franke said.
Franke explained that the Thompson Falb

mill now is operating a regular daytime shift
a bersatile hail-swing shut. He said the

swing shift will operate both the sawmill and
planer according to the particular needs at
the time.
Logging operations have been winding

down the past two weeks ever since the
county installed load limits on county roads.
Last week the state ordered load limits on
highways.

Fire destroys Reeser home
Fire. belie ed to have started from a malfunctioning

electric heater, destroyed the home of Bob and
Barbara Reeser in the Clark Fork River Estates
Tuesday morning.

Sheriff All. Cheney said Reeser was working in his
shop nearby when he heard a small explosion and ran
to check. lie succeeded in saving two rifles and a
pistol. The flames burned the telephone line so Bob
had to go to a neighbor's home to summon help.
However, by that time the flames had gained too much
headway and that coupled with the lack of rural fire
fighting equipment did not permit efforts to save the
home.
The home was reported by Highway Patrolman

Harold Savik to have been a double wide on a concrete
foundation with full daylight basement.

SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS are
colorful examples of ceramics turned out by Mona

The side of the garage locattd near the house was
scorched when it caught fire briefly, but the building
was saved.
Mrs. Reeser was not home at the time of the blaze.
Friends have launched a drive to assist the Reeser.,

who lost all of their furniture, household goods,
clothing and other personal belongings in the Fire.
Contributions may be sent to Jane Simmennan at the
Country Store at Belknap.

Allan Burritt, a member of the Sanders County
Salvation Army Committee, said an order was issued
by him and K.A. Eggensperger. chairman. Tuesday
morning to provide credit to purchase clothing for the
couple at Skogrnos in the amount of $100.

Lu Gould at Oleo's Ceramics.
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