
Chamber hears

Resler, Stearns
Members of the Thompson

Falls Chamber of Commerce
heard the two candidates for
county commissioner--Wesley
W. Stearns and Norm Resler--
discuss their ideas of how to
best serve as commissioner
Monday noon at the Rimrock.
Stearns was the most

aggressive of the two and told
chamber members that when
he took office 12 years ago all
the work on the Prospect
Creek road had been stopped
and the surveyors had been
pulled out of the area because
of action by his predecessor,
Jack Harwood. Stearns ac-
cused Resler of being asso-
ciated with Harwood in the
current campaign.
"Now, the last section of the

Prospect Creek road is sched-
uled to be built starting this
summer. I've also learned that
the Forest Service has ap-
proved a priority for oiling the
remaining sections of the
road." Ile said the completed
road would be a big boost to
the county's tourist trade.
The Plains commissioner

also stated that more than $12
million in federal aid for state
and county highway projects
in the county had been spent
or programmed since he took
office. He pointed to the
Perma bridge and federal
flood disaster funds obtained
for new county bridges
destroyed by high water.
Stearns said he had always

supported the bookmobile and
was a commissioner when the
first bookmobile service was
started in the county.
He also pointed to rising

costs of government caused
by inflation, but said that
when he took office 41 mills
were levied for county gov-
ernment, including 1 Vs for the
Heron bridge. Currently 46.5
mills are levied, but 6.5 mills
are to pay for the Plains
bridge which the people
voted. After 11 years, despite
inflation, the county levy thus
has been raised only one mill,"
Stearns declared.

Resler noeed that lie was a
native of Sanders County and
said he was a graduate of the
University of Montana with a
degree in accounting. Now he
owns an accounting business
in Plains.
Regarding Stearns' charge

that he is associated with
Harwood, Resler said as
chairman of the Sanders
County Democratic Central
Committee he meets with
Romayne Harwood, who is
vice chairman of the commit-
tee.

Resler said that if he is
elected he will establish
controls over county govern-
ment and analyze excessive
road and bridge spending and
seek an improved communica-
tions system for the county.
Ile said he would like to see
the county provide toll-free
telephone calls from any-
where in the county into the
Courthouse.
"There is no reason for 11

different phone lines going
into the Courthouse," Resler
said. He noted that Flathead
County now has a Courthouse
switchboard manned by an
operator who routes calls
coming into the Courthouse to

the various offices. He com-
plained that persons from
out-of-town calling county
offices find they've called the
wrong office and must place
another call to obtain the
information they desire.

Resler said he wants to get
new ideas into the system and
see that more persons serve
on a revenue sharing commit-
tee and provide input for the
commissioners.
Chamber President Gerry

Petersen asked about putting
welfare recipients to work
who are young and able
bodied. Stearns said that it is

(Please turn to p. 8)

TF liquor

site sought
The Liquor Division of the

Montana Dept. of Revenue is
seeking new quarters to
house its state liquor store
here, according to Wanda L.
Gough, chief of the stores'
bureau, in Ilelena.
Gough said the Liquor

Division is soliciting proposals
to lease approximately 1,500
to 2,000 square feet of space
to rent. The site should be
"reasonably close to the
present community center,
have customer parking and
have 80 feet of six-tier
shelving 13 inches apart," she
said.
The lessor is to remodel or

build to suit according to the
state's needs.
An advertisement inviting

proposals is published else.
where in this issue of the
LEDGER.

THRaE BACHELOR Canada geese ganders appear
a little bewildered in the midst of the spring nesting
season. This trio has been seen often the past few
days frequenting the roadside near the reservoir
boat landing east of the Big Pine Store. Thompson
Falls Lumber Co. mill is in the background.

(Ledger photo)
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County, school, city

vote decisions due
For the third time in five months Sanders County electors

will go to the polls Tuesday to elect four county officers,
school trustees, decide special school levy requests and in the
towns of Thompson Falls, Plains and Hot Springs elect a
mayor and council members.
In addition at Thompson Falls, city voters will be asked to

approve the sale of two city owned parks with funds to be
used toward construction of a swimming pool and a recreation
complex. The parks are the Hougland Park, the site of the
present small, city pool which has not been used for the past
two years, and Silcox Park, an undeveloped, timbered city
block across the road from where the recreation complex and
pool will be located just west of the high school.
The Ilougland Park site on Preston Ave. was purchased by

the Lions Club and donated to the city as a site for the small,
backyard-size swimming pool which served city's youngsters
for about 15 years.

Polls will open at 8 a.m. Tuesday with the exception of the
county's three smallest precincts--Camas Prairie, Whitepine
and Perma. Because those three small precincts have less
than 100 registered voters, the polls will open at 1 p.m. All
polls in the county will close at 8 p.m.
The county's 14 precincts and polling places for county

elections:
Paradise, Club house
Plains 2, City Hall
Plains 2A, high school
Camas Prairie, school
Thompson Falls 4, high school
Thompson Falls 4A, C(Airthouse
I,onepine, Community Hall

Whitepine, Grange Hall
Trout Creek, gymnasium
Noxon, school
heron, gymnasium
Perma, Perma Bar
Dixon, gymnasium
Hot Springs. gymnasium

The four county offices to be filled are: county
commissioner, District 1, Plains; clerk of court, county
assessor, unexpired term, and superintendent of schools,
unexpired term.
Incumbent commissioner Wesley W. Stearns is opposed by

Norman E. Resler for a six-year term. Winifred VanDerhoff is
unopposed for re-election as clerk of court and Averal N.
Brauer is unepposed for election to fill the remainder of the
unexpired term for county assessor. Ronald J. Kardokus of
Heron and 1'7amas C. Boydston of Noxon are seeking election
to the unexpired term as superintendent of schools. Both are
presently teaching
Thompson Falls School Dist. 2 trustee candidates for one

three-year term are: Dale C. Roller, incumbent, and Clarence

C. Curry.
For the first time in years, voters in the town of Thompson

Falls will have two council contests to decide--in Wards one

and three--plus a belated write-in campaign against an

incumbent in the other ward.
Vying for election to the council from Ward One are

incumbent council president Dean Margelin and Jeri C.

Fisher, chairman of the City Recreation Board.
In Ward 3, II. James Wilson and Mary Lou Williams are

seeking election to the one seat left vacant by Councilman Al
Wulfekuhle, who is not seeking re-election.
In Ward 2, the only name to appear on the ballot for

councilman is John Basham, incumbent. However, a write-in

campaign has been launched for Louis Dufresne.
Mayor David Haase is unopposed for re-election.
All council terms are for four years.
Voters who reside within the city limits of Thompson Falls

and in Thompson Falls voting precinct 4A will have to go to

three different polls to cast ballots in all three elections

Tuesday. For the county election they will go to the

Courthouse, for the school to the high school and for the city

election to the City Hall.
At hot Springs, voters can cast their ballots for all three

elections at the school.
Plains city voters will have to go to cnly two locations-the

City Hall and the school.
Voters casting ballots in the School Dist. 2 election are

being asked to approve a levy request of $86,424 or
approximately 19.5 mills in the elementary district. The high
school district levy request is for $40,230 or approximately 9
mills.
The total special levy request for both districts is $126,654

and 28.5 total mills. Last year voters approved special mill
levies totaling 25.9 mills. The increase this year is 2.6 mills for
both districts.

Plains school
PLAINS--Voters in the
Plains school districts will be
asked to approve special
levies of $47,000 (19.2 mills) in
the elementary district and
$20,000 (8.8 mills) for the high

school district to upgrade the
school shop program.

Millar Bryce, current board
chairman, is opposed for
re-election to a three-year
term by Don Sears.

(Please turn to p.11)

Shooting program popular at Noxon
NOXON -In a land where big
game hunting is such an
important part of the lives of
most residents, the youth of
Noxon have a distinct advan-
tage over young people in
other communities. They have
the opportunity--and many
take advantage of it-to learn
how to shoot accurately and
safely in the Noxon Junior
Shooter program conducted
by the Noxon Rod and Gun
Club.
The shooting se3sions are

conducted on a weekly basis

about eight months of the
year. A spring course for all

interested youths between

the ages of 11 through 18 will
begin about March 1 and
continue through April. In
the tall and winter months,

the top shooters in the junior
program compete as a team in
rifle competitions throughout

the Inland Empire.
Gary Nelsen serves as the

team leader for the junior
program for the Noxon Rod
and Gun Cub. Serving with
him as instructors are Neil
Logan, Harry Knowlton and
Orin Olsen with other assis-
tance being provided by Supt.
Archie Holden. Nelsen is the
club's only certified instruc-
tor, but he is quick to point
out that the others could
become qualified if they'd

take the required test.
This spring, the junior

shooter program has 26 boys

and girls participating.

Youths which make a strong

showing in the spring sessions

are invited to shoot with the

team members during the

coming fall.
Last year the junior shoot-

ers placed second in the

outdoor state competition and
over the years they've won
numerous individual and team
trophies. The team was fourth
in the state indoor competi
lion,
Shooting with the Noxon

Junior Shooters Rifle Team
last fall were Joy Towles,

Pam Knowlton, Bryan Nelsen,
Jeff Logan, Rick Holden and
Andy Platt.
Members of the sub juniors

team (youths 13 years of age
and under) were Chip Knowl-
ton, Jeff Stobie, Rod Holden
and Allen Rasor.

All shooting is done at 50
feet and all indoors. Some
matches are shot outdoors at
ranges of 50 and 100 yards.

Nelsen explains that shoot-
ing competition in Montana is
tougher than in other nearby
states. Ile bases this observa
tion on the competition the
junior shooter has faced in
Washington and Idaho along
with Montana.
The Noxon sportsmen pro-

vide jackets. slings, gloves,
spotting scopes, ear protect-
ors and rifles for the youths
participating in the program
and an allotment of ammuni-

tion is obtained from the

Dept. of Civilian Marksman-

ship, a branch of the U.S.

Army. The agency also

provides some rifles.
However, many of the more

avid junior shooters provide
their own equipment, includ-

ing guns.
Nelsen says the youths

follow a prescribed course of

instruction supplied by the
national Rifle Assn. Youths
entering the program for the
first time start out with easier
qualification testa and then

advance as Ini:. shooting
improves. The first step is
becoming a pro-marksman.
shooting from the prone
position. From there the
youths can advance through
sharpshooter and expert and
finally, if they're good enough
to qualify as a distinguished
expert, the highest NRA
award.

Shooters as they advance
compete in the prone, sitting,
kneeling and standing posi•
tions.
"To complete the entire

course, a youth would have to
qualify 180 targets." explain-
ed Nelsee. "That will prob-
ably mean that a boy or girl
will shoot from 300 to 400

targets in reaching that top
mark."
To qualify for a particular

step, a youth must shoot a
prescribed score on a five bull
target. The scores needed
increase as the shooters
advance up the ladder.
Over the past nine years,

the club has had six junior
shooters who gained the
distinguished expert rating.
They include D.T. Smith,
1968; Ronnie Towles, 1971;
Carl Hall and Bryan Nelsen,
1976, and Rick Holden and
Jeff Logan. 1977.
'rhree more junior shooters

are close to reaching the
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No lowering set

for TF dam lake
The water supply outlook

for the summer remains bleak
according to the latest issue of
Water Supply Outlook 1976-
77 for the Western United
States issued by the national
Weather :;ervicr. A copy of
the outlook was made avai-
lable to the LEDGER by
Harold Crawford, superinten-
dent of the Montana Power
Co.'s Thompson Falls Hydro
electric Plant.

Because of the extremely
dire outlook, the Montana
Power Co. currently does not
plan to remove the boards
from the main dam at
Thompson Falls. Crawford
explained that a heavy rainfall

or high spring snowfall could
alter those plans but at
present the plan is to leave
the boards intact and retain
the pond level throughout the
spring and summer.

River flow for the Clark
F'ork River at Plains for the
period April through Septem-
ber is forecast for a reason-
able minimum of 23% of
normal to a reasonable maxi-
mum of 59% and a most
probable flow at 41% of
normal.
"The lowest water supply

outlook of record now faces
the Columbia River Basin
during the 1977 runoff sea-
son," states the outlook.
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INSTRUCTORS Neil Logan, left, and Harry

Knowlton, second from right, check Noxon Iunlor
shooters Chip Knowlton, Bryan Nelsen and Debbie

Stoble


