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Pack River shows
big improvement
The financial situation of

the Pack River Co. made a
tremendous improvement
during 1976, Bob DeArmond,
president of the Spokane
based firm, told Thompson
Falls and Plains loggers,
employes and businessmen
Monday afternoon at a public
meeting at the Jaycee Center
here.
DeArmond said that while

sales for both 1975 and 1976
were similar, a huge loss in
the earlier year was turned
into a moderate profit in 1976.
Sales in 1975 totaled $79
million while 1976 sales
reached $76 million after the
firm had disposed of a number
of sidelines and businesses
not connected with the round
log conversion operation.
Dennis Horan, vice presi-

dent of finance for Pack River,
said, "Local loggers and other
trade creditors who accepted
18-month notes for over a

million dollars of past due bills
are all being paid four months
ahead of schedule. The combi-
nation of an improved lumber
market and a new manage-
ment team has enabled the
company to reverse its trend
of operating losses and reduce
its debt by 25% over the past
year and a half.
"While we still have plenty

of problems," Horan said, "the
outlook for 1977 and 1978 is
for continued improvement in
our financial position."
DeArmond declared, "I

want to thank those of you
who went along with us--even
those who tried to put a lien
on our property because you
kept us on our toes. All in all
1976 was a good year for Pack
River."
The Pack River chief said

negotiations for refinancing of
the firm's indebtedness are
continuing. Ile said the

RUINS of the VFW Club building in Plains were
still sending up smoke 24 hours after the fire
occurred Thursday night. Heat twisted the steel

company hopes to make
improvements to the plants to
make them more competitive.
When asked by Jim Cullen,

president of Local 2719, LSW,
about rumors that the firm
plans to combine its mills at
Thompson Falls and Plains,
DeArmond replied, "I'd refer
you to the Forest Service for
an answer to that question.
There has been a lot of talk
about this matter. Basically it
depends on the log supply. If
we can't get enough logs to
operate both mills, we can
only operate one."
DeArmond said the lack of

sales of Forest Service timber
is a problem. He urged
everyone to make thei,. views
heard with the Forest Service
back in Washington.
"If they keep locking up our

land and timber, there won't
be jobs for us," DeArmond
declared.
Regarding the Poison saw-

mill, which now is closed,
DeArmond said that mill will
be opened only if a substantial
timber base can be obtained
to be sure that the mill can be
operated over a period of
time.

Also accompanying 1.1e-
Armond here was Chet
Chastek, executive vice pres-
ident.
When DeArmond asked

persons in the audience who
were creditors holding an
18-month note to raise a hand
only Carl Dahl of Plains did
so.
Turning toward Dahl, De-

Armond said, "I've got bad
news for you. We won't pay
off that note next August."

Dahl's face showed disap-
pointment until DeArmond
quickly added: "Now the good
news. We're going to pay off
that note today with interest
to April 15."
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Council gets four
fund suggestions

Four suggestions were
made to the City Council
Monday night for utilizing
$20,000 in county federal
revenue sharing funds allo-
cated to the community.
Thq four suggestions are:
1. Build a sidewalk from

the Courthouse to the new
Post Office (suggested by
Wally Britton).
2. Allocate $3,000 to the

Rivers Bend Golf Club for
purchase of a new mowing
tractor (II. Jim Wilson).

3. Allocate $20,000 to the
proposed Thompson Falls
Swimming l'ool (Mary Lou
Williams).
4. Let the county keep the

funds because there are
strings attached concerning
its use (Jim Cullen).
The hearing at times

evolved into a shouting match
between Cullen arid Mayor
David Haase, who at times
had to rap the council table to
restore order.

Cullen expressed concern
for improvements to the city
water system for the benefit
of people residing above
Fourth Ave.
"We need a water system

more than a swimming pool,"
Cullen declarec. He also
questioned the right of the
city council to donate funds
gained from the sale of timber

VFW to rebuild Vote results

club at Plains
PLAINS Work is expected

to begin as soon as possible on
rebuilding of the VFW Club
which was destroyed by fire
here Thursday night, accord-
ing to W.W. "Mike" Scott,
adjutant of the Plains VFW
Post.
"We don't know how far

we'll be able to go initially."
Scott said. "At first we'll at
least put up a bar and office."
Scott estimated the loss

from the fire at $160,000. The
building was covered by
insurance, and Scott said he
and VFW Commander Bill
Valentine and other VFW
officials were awaiting an
insurance adjuster, scheduled
to visit the site this week.
Scott said the insurance

payment would not be enough
to rebuild at once the entire
structure that was lost.
He said later as finances

and conditions permit, the
bowling lanes and banquet
facilities would be added.
Scott said arson is suspect-

ed as the cause of the blaze.
The fire apparently started
near an outside entrance on
the west side of the building.
Smoke was first noticed about
8:30 p.m. Thursday and by 10
p.m. the building was envelop-
ed in flames. The Plains Fire
Dept. made a concerted effort
to save thn structure, but at
first could not determine the
source of the blaze. It was
reported that when the
building was erected, sawdust

was used for insulation in the
walls.
No injuries resulted, al-

though a cat belonging to
Tress Evins, manager of the
club, was lost in the fire.
Customers in both the bar

upstairs and bowling lanes
downstairs evacuated the
building quickly.

It was reported that Plains
bowlers plan to complete their
season at the Ranch Lanes at
Thompson Falls.
A major loss was the

antique bar and back bar,
which Scott said was ,built
near the torn of the century.
Ile said the bar probably had
a value of about $6,000.
The VFW Club's banquet

facilities were used for many
county-wide meetings.

Lions to conduct

Easter egg hunt
The Thompson Falls Lions Club will stage

its annual Easter egg hunt for all youngsters
12 years old and younger Sunday at 2 p.m.
Ron Calvird, general chairman, said

youngsters will be divided into four groups
according to ages. The youngest kids--tod-
dlers through three years old--will meet
inside the fence at the Clarence (Baldy) Otten
house, just west of the Montana Power Co.
park. Four through six-year olds will report
to the park.

Ainsworth Field will be the egg hunting
site for youths seven through nine years old.
The 10, 11 and 12 year-olds will hunt eggs on

the hillside adjacent to the Irwin Puphal
residence.

Calvird asks parents to avoid bringing or
sending their children to the park or
Ainsworth Field early since the "bunny
rabbits" will need time to distribute the eggs.
Some eggs will lw marked as prize eggs

and youngsters finding them should turn
them in for prizes. A grand prize egg will be
distributed in each age group area also.
Members of the IIPW Club again are

coloring the eggs and Mrs. Lorraine
Dufresne is preparing the four grand prize
baskets.

Unofficial results available
early Wednesday morning of
voting in Tuesday's general
election:
COMMISSIONER

Resler ID) // )70
Stearns 110 // ZO

COUNTY ASSESSOR
Brauer t ma?

CLERK OF COURT
V a ti I terhoff (R) /95'1

SUM. OF SCHOoLS
Kardokus ID) /3.3.3
Boydston (R) ffo

SCHOOL DIST. 2
TRUSTEE
Curry /41,
lteller ji o

ELEMENTA ItI LEV I*
Yes ,95
No oz

HIGH SCI1001, LEVI'

Yes A
No ca g

TOWN OFT F'
MAYOR
Haase .2 ,t;(

WARD I
Fisher 14
Margelin efo/

WARD It
Ilasham

WARD III
Wilson 3,;z•

HOUGHLAW PARK SALE:
Yes IV
No

SILCOX 14K SALE
Yes A
No je).5"
PLAINS SCIBM11. DIST. I

TRUSTEE
Bryce a/o
Sears

F:LEMENTA It I' I. E V
Yes .,'35 
No5,z3

HIGH SCHOOL LEVY
Yes 333
No 3„./ /71

PLAINS TOWN
MAYOR
Hervol
Whisennand
Baird (write-in)

WARD I
Hadley (write-in) 20'
Campbell (write-in) /

WARD II ,
Bryce 6
West

WARD III
Laursen /0/

Lions to hear Belt chief
Gary Gray, chief of the Belt

Fire Dept., was to display
slides, photos and discuss the
recent fire and explosion
occurring in a freight train at
Belt to members of the
Thompson Falls Lions Club
Wednesday at the Lions Den.
The Lions invited firemen

from Thompson Falls and
Plains, the Sanders County
Search and Rescue, law
enforcement officials and
EMTs to be guests for the
buffet meal at 6:30 p.m. and
the program at 7:30 p.m.
Ernest Franke, president of

the Lions Club, said Gray

presented lux program to the
national convention of firemen
in Florida and to firemen in
Spokane.

To Poison

Ruby Ekern of the Lion's
Lodge has recently moved to
the St. Joseph Convalescent
Center in Poison. Her address
is P.O. Box 150, Poison 59860.
She will appreciate calls and
visits from Thompson Falls
friends.

off the lagoon site for any
purposes other than to retire
sewer bonds. "Anything sold
off the lagoon site should go to
reduce the bonded indebted-
ness," Cullen declared.
Council President Dean

Margelin reminded Cullen
that he had been a member of
the council when the council
voted to contribute timber to
the pool project."
"Yes, but I voted against

it," Cullen retorted.
Mayor Haase emphasized to

Cullen more than once that
revenue sharing funds allo-
cated by the county can not be
used for city water or sewer
improvements since the funds
must be used for a project
that benefits residents both
inside and outside the city
limits.
In advocating allocation

funds for the pool, Mrs.
Williams said, "The swimming
pool would provide an activity
for more people irom Thomp-
son Falls west. She said the
pool would be filled only once
a season and would not be a
drain on the city water

system when water is in short
supply in the summer. She
said heating the pool could be
a definite problem and that
the pcssibility of utilizing
solar heat is being investigat-
ed. She said the costs of
propane were prohibitive for
Plains, and that so far the City
Recreation Board has leaned
toward electricity for warm-
ing the pool water.
Mike Mahoney asked if the

pool would be covered.
Margelin said that present-

ly BOB funds can not be used
for a covered pool since the
funds must be used for
"outdoor recreation" projects.
He said a bill is before
Congress to change the
regulation to permit covered
pools to be erected in the
northern states.
Margelin said plans are

included in the foundation and
footings to permit installation
of a root on the pool later.

he pool is being planned
for use from May through
September without a roof.

In requesting $3,000 for
purchase of a new tractor for

the golf course, which is
owned privately but operated
publicly, Wilson said he is
opposed to the swimming
pool. His objection, he said, is
based on the continuing
maintenance and operational
costs.

Wilson emphasized the
wide appeal the golf course
has for residents from
throughout the county and
tourists who visit Thompson
Falls.

Wilson stated, "I feel we
have higher priorities (than a
swimming pool) and these
should be a joint function of
the City Planning Board and
Council."
He listed his highest prior-

ity as updating the water
system. lk predicted that
within seven to eight years
the balance of the town above
the railroad tracks will be
faced with the problem of
going on the sewer system.
"As a citiri n I fed we'll

vote these necessary improve-
ments down if we have the
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THERMOMETER has been mounted between

Skogmos and Thompson Falls Drug to record the

progress of the drive to obtain the community's

share of funds necessary for building the new

Thompson Falls Swimming Pool. Inspecting the

thermometer last week were Aleth Koch, left, art
instructor at Thompson Falls High School, and Julie
Bybee, who with Sandy Willhite painted the sign

Trevithick helped the girls by cutting out the
divers. As the drive for funds grows the divers will
be moved to record the progress. Names of donors
will be listed at left. (Ledger photo)


