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HERD of almost 20 elk (16 appear here) were seen
grazing Tuesday morning of last week east of
Chubb Garrison's shop near the overpass east of

PEAKS In the Bull River valley, like elsewhere in
western Montana, have only a light snow covering
as the normal spring runoff period reaches its peak.

town. The same herd has been seen frequently
during the winter grazing west of the Ray Aldrich
Welding Shop. (Ledger photo)

This was a scene north of Noxon Sunday with Bull
River in the foreground. (Ledger photo)

Dorsey to quit

SCS over wages
Salaries ranging from a high of $16,836 for

the director to $8,245 for an aide have been
offered for the 1978 fiscal year by the board
of directors for the Sanders County Services,
but the schedule still falls well below the
wages requested by staff member..
Mrs. Rose Wilkins • a of Thompson Falls,

board chairman. said Director Dan Dorsey,
who has been offered the top salary of
$16,835 or $1,402 per month, has informed
the board that he can not accept the salary
for F'Y77-78 and therefore he will not
continue with the program after July 1.
The final schedule of salaries offered by the

directors for the coming fiscal year include
job benefits and a 6.8% cost of living raise.
The new salary schedules, according to
Wilkinson:

Director, $16,835 annually, $1,402 mint hlv.

Instructor, $12,191. $1.016.
Instructor Art Drielling, $11.730, $977.
Instructor Jean Schaumann, $12,663,

$1,064.
Aide. Gladys Halvorsen and Gail Meder-

ios, $8,477, $706.
Aid Micf.t. Becker, $8,246, $687.
Secretary-bookkeeper Jan Cole. $9,499,

$791.
Part-time instructor Jean Morrison,

$3,047, $503.
Part-time janitor-chauffer Ray Dexter,

$721.
Previous salary negotiations in December

1976 increased the starting salary of Jan Cole
from $600 to 8650 a month and raised aide
salaries from $473.18 to $580.66 per month.

Halftime employes receive full benefits for
the amount of time worked.

Wilkinson said the aides and janitorchaul

ler have accepted the salaries as offered.

No final eommittment has been made as to
acceptance or rejection of the board's offer by

the instructors or secretary bookkeeper for

the coming year.
The contract has been submitted to Mike

Morris, regional lupervisor for this region,"
Wilkinson sad.
"Five negotiation meetings were given to

the staff, but the board's final salary falls well
below the staffs request... Instructors
wanted a 23% raise plus 6.8% cost of living;
the directors wanted a 6.7% raise plus 6.8%
and the secretary bookkeeper wanted 18%
plus 5.8%," said Wilkinson.
The board chairman said community input

is actively solicited at board meetings which
are advertised in the Sanders County Ledger
and I'lainsman and are open to the public. "It
is our board's intent to represent the
communities of Sanders County," she said.
Mrs. Wilkinson said, "We feel the article in

la-st week's Ledger was misleading in several
respects. We would like Jan Cole to continue
working for us and feel we have given her
adequate raises. We have computed sakries
on a position bask rather than personal bias.
The Ledger's Hot Springs correspondent
attended our meeting April 16, but reported
on meetings on April 14, 27 and 28. Some of
the items listed were only discussion, not
proposal. to the staff which wasn't stated."
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FS seeking Carter favors
work bids

TR wildernessTROUT CREEK--The Cab-
inet Ranger District of the
Kootenai National Forest has
issued two solicitations for
bids for forest work.

Site preparation work on
190 acres is being offered on
the district. The work will be
a combination of machine
slash piling, hand felling and
slashing, and hand fireline
construction.
A prebid showing is sched-

Wed May 17 at 9 a.m. at the
Cabinet Ranger District, two
miles northwest of Trout
Creek. Work is projected to
begin June 20 for 100 calendar
days. Sealed bids will be
opened at 2 p.m. June 1 at the
Kootenai supervisor's office in
Libby.

Bids for cull tree felling on
75 acres of the Cabinet
District will be received until
the close of business May 23.
Contract time will be 80
calendar days and work
should begin June 20. A
guided tour will leave the
Cabinet Ranger station at 9
a.m. May 16.

Information or Hid packages
on either of the above may be
obtained from the forest
supervisor's office at Libby.

Lions hike
scholarship
The Thompson Fails Lions

Club has voted to contribute
up to $150 to finance half of
the purchase of two plaques to
display Thompson Falls High
School track records for girls
and boys.
Club members also voted to

contribute an additional $150
to the Blanche IfurIburt
Scholarship Fund. The addi-
tional funds are to be added to
the $100 previously donated
by the Lions to the If urlburt
scholarships.

Lob o tabs Fisher

for energy post
Promotion of Jack Fisher to

the position of forest energy
coordinator for the Lobo
National Forest was announc-
ed Monday by Thompson
Falls District Ranger Tom
Squire.
Squire said Fisher's first

duty will be temporary duty
in Portland, where he will
serve as a member of the
Colstrip Inter agency Study
Team. The team will be
composed of representatives
from the U.S. Forest Service,
BIM and IIPA. Its job will be
to evaluate the proposed
transmission lines corridors
Across federal lands from

Local firm

gets contract
Paul Alexander has been

awarded A contract to build
the furniture to be placed in
the individual rooms of the
Rimrock Motel.
Alexander said his firm,

Alexander Furnitore
construct the bed headboards,
wall mirror frames, tables and
wall-hanging desks to be
placed in each room. The
captain chairs for the rooms
will be purchased separately,
he said.
Alexander utilizes locally

sawn lumber in his furniture
construction.

Colstrip via Hot Springs to
the Bell Substation near
Spokane.
That study project is

expected to be completed this
fall.
When the study is complet-

ed, Fisher is expected to
return to the Lobo National
Forest where he will assume
other energy connected work
concerning other projects.
These could include the
proposed Northern Tier Pipe-
line, oil and gas leases, in fact,
said Squire, "anything to do
with energy."
Mrs. Fisher and three

children, Mike, Kelli and
John, plan to join Jack in
Portland for the summer
months and then return to
Thompson Falls for the
coming school year. After
Jack completes his Portland
assignment, he will make
Thompson Falls his horn.
base, permitting the Fishers
to retain their home here.

0-r eat ner
May 3 62 43 .14
May 4 53 38 .08
May 5 65 33 .06
May fl 57 27 0
May 7 76 35 .01
May 8 73 47 .13
May 9 76 42 .35

Testimony Friday before a
Congressional committee that
the Carter administration will
support inclusion of the
McGregor-Thompson and
Mount Henry areas in Mon-
tana in the national wilder-
ness system came as a
surprise locally.
The testimony by M.

Rupert Cutler, an assistant
secretary of Agriculture, be-
fore the House Interior
subcommittee came as a
complete surprise for officials
of the U.S. Forest Service at
Plains and Thompson Falls.
The McGregor-Thompson

area includes about 30 sec-
tions of land owned by the
Burlington Northern and
Champion Timberlands. Both
have issued statements that
they do not favor trades of
Forest Service land in other
areas for the sections within
the proposed McGregor-
Thompson wilderness area.
Three other areas in Ore-

gon and Utah were also given
support by Cutler for wilder-
ness inclusion.
He said the department and

the U.S. Forest Service would
prefer to continue studying
the other areas named in
legislation introduced by Rep.
Morris Udall of Arizona.
Cutler told the panel that it

was important for Congress to
remember that forest lands
should be used for logging as
well as wilderness. "We must
alleviate the anxieties and
uncertainties of forest-related
industries."

Previously the Forest Ser
vice had declared that the
McGregor-Thompson was not
suitable for wilderness.

In a statement issued
previously, the Forest Service
noted that recreation use of
the McGregor-Thompson area
"is presently light, possibly as
a result of a lack of significant
attractions, distance from
population centers and low
standard access and signing."
The proposed wilderness

study area contains 86.558

acres of which 58,931 acres is
national forest land. Some of
the land owned by BN and
Champion Timberlands has
been roaded and logged and
the Forest Service had al-
ready scheduled timber sales
in the area for fiscal year
1976.

Cost of the timber sale
preparation work that has
been invested in the Lobo
portion of the study area is
approximately $317,000. If the
area becomes a wilderness
study area by congressional
action, most of this invest-
ment will be lost, the Forest
Service has noted.

Copters aid

BPA project
Those two helicopters

combing the air between
Thompson Falls and the top of
Flatiron Ridge are helping
install a new reflector antenna
for the Bonneville Power
Administration.
According to Don Lucas.

crew foreman, the reflector
will be a part of the power
system control for /IPA.
Lucas works for Microflect,
Inc. of Salem, Ore., which has
the contract to install reflec
tors here. at Plains and at Hot
Springs.

Lucas and his crew have
been working in the Sanders
County area for the past
several days. lie said the
work probably will be com-
pleted here in late June.
The two helicopters used on

the program are flown by Bob
Skinnington of Poison and
Jerry Harchenko of Salem.
Also here with the Oregon
chopper is Randy Harchenko
of Industrial Aviation Ser-
vices, Inc.
The site where the antenna

(Please turr to p. 4)

Early Bird Sale

slated Saturday
There'll be bargains aplenty

for Sanders County shoppers
this week end as merchants in
Thompson Falls and Plains
stage annual promotions.
Saturday morning, Thomp-

son Falls retail stores will
stage their popular spring
Early Bird Sale with dis
counts of up to 25 per cent off
regular prices offered to
shoppers who turn out be-
tween 7 and Pi a m. At 8 a.m.,
the discount.. drop five per

LIFE IN CAPTIVITY was brief for this

bear cub, the Ledger was informed

Tuesday afternoon. Mel Ruder, Pub-

lisher of the Hungry Horse News at

Columbia Falls, called to report the

cub escaped from his cage at the Fish

& Game headquarters in Kalispell

Friday and was last seen being

cent generally to 16% and on
some items to 20%.
Firms participating in the

Early Bird Sale here are C&C
Supply Co., Brock's Florist,
Skogmos. Thompson Falls
Drug, Sears Catalog Store,
Ledger, Belville's Cafe and
Gambles.
Also Saturday, at Plains the

annual Plains Days with
shopping bargains, prizes and
contests and other lures are
being offered to attract a
large crowd to that town.

pursued by dogs. After being taken

May 1 to Kalispell, the cub had made

appearances on Kalispell TV and was

featured in Flathead area newspap-

ers. This is a view of the cub not

printed last week. (Ledger photo)


