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Ike Sno-Seekers iwite you to enjoy tkPublic llocls and Tables,built
Sno-Seekers from materials

donated IN the local
merchants and

suwm ills

PICNICKING and water sports at the Blue Slide

Recreation Area are more enjoyable these days as
the result of work accomplished by the Sno-Seekers

PIKE FISHING is getting better every
year in the Clark Fork River. This
northern pike, weighing almost 14
pounds, was hooked last week by Ray
Douglas, who has a reputation of
being one of the better pike fishermen
in the area. Ray often catches the pike
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Snowmobile Club to build tables and public docks.
Materials were donated by local merchants and
sawmills as this sign made by Roy Bloom attests.

(Ledger Photo)

so close to his home that he brings

them home alive and puts them in his

bathtub, where they revive, some-

what to the consternation of Colleen

Douglas. Their young son, Dale, also

is proficient as a pike angler.

(Ledger photo)
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Parents protest
assessment tests
Teacher resignations, hiring of new faculty members, bids,

parental protests of assessment tests and a final payment to a
Great Falls contractor for demolition of the old junior high
building occupied trustees of School Dist. 2 at their May
session.
Supt. Larrae Rocheleau informed the board that eight

teachers will not be returning next year. They include:
Peggy McKenna, special education program, who has

accepted a postion in Kalispell.
Terri Saunders, band instructor who plans to get married.
Gary Tourtelotte, wrestling coach and high school English

who has accepted a position with the Superior High School
faculty next year.

• Aleth Koch, art, physical education and girls basketball and

TROUT CREEK-Petitions
for forming a rural fire
district have been circulated,
the signatures counted and
certified by County Clerk and
Recorder Dixie Vaught with
the next step being the
securing of the approval of the
county commissioners, per-
sons attending the Trout
Creek Improvement Assn.
were told last week.
The commissioners will set

dates for public hearings. A
pumping truck is available to
the district at no cost as soon
as the district is legally
formed.
"With the fear of drought

this summer, we hope the
district can be approved soon
so we will be ready before the
fire season starts," President
Evan Burnham commented.

Earl Carlson, Heron, ex-
plained how the Heron fire
district is operating and gave
information to the Trout
Creek citizens.
A report was given on the

community center. Ground
work is countinuing on the
field and footings have been
dug for the buildings. The
plan is to have the forms in
and cement poured within the
next week. "We appreciate all
the help we have been given
and hope more people will
become interested," Houston,
secretary treasurer, added.
Any comments or sugges-

tions can be directed to
Ilurnham or to Bruce Linder-
man, building chairman.
The association will meet

June 13 in the school
lunchroom at 8 p.m.

County opposes
wilderness unit
Sanders County commis

'loners have adopted a motion
to write letters to Montana's
four members in Congress to

state their opposition to
creating an immediate wilder-
ness out of the McGregor
Thompson area. The motion
was made by Commissioner
Norman E.Resler and second-
ed by Chairman George W.
Wells.
Commissioner Henry L. Gill

concurred with the letters
with the understanding that
they state, "We seriously
question the advisability of
placing the McGregor 
ThompsonArea in wilderness
status at this time. We
recommend instead that full
consideration be given by the
Forest Service to placing this

area under a selective logging
method or other reasonable
means of resource manage-
ment."

Gill explained that his
initial opposition is to a
continuation of past timber
harvesting programs. lie said
a program should he encour-
aged that maintains our
resources and not one that
destroys them.
The letter will be sent over

the signature of the Sanders
County Board of Commis-
sioners to Senators John
Melcher and bee Metcalf and
Representatives Max Baucus
and Ron Marlenee.

Gill said he is as concerned
as any other Sanders County
citizen about the loss of the
timber resource to local mills,

but said a more permanent
plan to manage the tiirber
resources is needed.

In other action at their May
session, the commissioners
approved entering into an
agreement with the state to

purchase two radar speed
guns for use by the sheriffs
office.

Health problems created by
inadequate sewage facilities

at individual residences and
trailer parks in Sanders
County were discussed by the
Sanders County Board of
Health composed of the three
commissioners, Sanitarian

Dave Marshall and Gladys
Eggensperger. The board
discussed with County At-
torney Robert Fletcher the

t track coach, who said she was opposed to teaching
coeducational physical education. "I do not believe in it and do
not desire to teach it," Mrs. Koch told the trustees in
submitting a resignation. She said she would consider an
assignment teaching elementary P.E., art or girls P.E. next
year.
June Oliver. elementary teacher who is retiring.
Josef Lamire, who has not disclosed his future plans.
Larry Waters, high school science teacher who has accpeted

a position in public health in Oregon.
June Lamb, special education, whose plans for the future

have not been disclosed.
Mrs. Oliver criticized the manner in which she was asked to

sign a statement of resignation. "I was not allowed to write
out one of my own. I was given one to sign," she stated.

Both Superintendent Rocheleau and elementary Principal
Leonard Amundson apologized for any misconception and
stated the signed resignation was needed so that her position
could be listed with teacher placement bureaus as a vacancy.
They said time was important so that the district could
receive applications from the best teaching candidates
available.

Mrs. Linda l'arker and Mrs. Marge Olson asked that the
Montana Education Assessment l'rogram tests given in the
sixth and 12th grades be discontinued. Mrs. Parker said she
particularly opposes the sections in the tests on "attitudes"
and "character."
She said students were given four choices for answers:

strongly agree, agree, disagree, strongly disagree. She said
most of the test questions were not really questions but
negative statements.
Mrs. Parker also criticized one assignment in sixth grade

English class where. pupils were given an assignment to write
a "suicide note." Rocheleau and Amundson said the matter
had been discussed with the teacher involved and that it was a
case of poor judgment on the part of the teacher. They did not
anticipate that it would be repeated.

Mrs. Parker said the assessment tests were a part of a new
"values education system" which is kin to situation ethics and
that she. is opposed to that type of matter in the classrooms.

Rocheleau said the value of the tests comes in comparing
the test results with other schools to determine how local
students rate with those in other schools of the state.
The trustees accepted a bid from Tuell Electric for

$17,968.36 to rewire the junior high gym. Tuell's bid Was the
only one received.
A Missoula firm had estimated the cost at $73,000 and

earlier Arthur "Butch" Tuell and Chuck Smith, prior to plans
being prepared for the project, had estimated the cost at
between $15,000 and $25,000.

Tuell's bid specified that he be paid half of the amount at the
start of the work and the remainder w hen the contract is
completed. The trustees agreed providirg the majority of the
material for the job is installed on school property, and after
the rewiring plans have been approved by the state fire

health problems and It WAS

the decision to have Marshall
and Fletcher contact the
people involved.

Gill reported that a section
of county road at the
Howard Rathbun place on
Graves Creek should be
closed.

Tentative budgets for 1977-
78 for the Sanders County fair
and the weed control program
were approved.

Chris Stobie, secretary-
manager of the fair board,
presented the fair budget and
Delbert Vannice, Donald Nae
geli, Ed Mager& and D.O.
White discussed the weed
budget.

inquest

set June 2

Thursday, June 2 has
finally been set as the date for
conducting the coroner's in-
quest into the fatal shooting of
Terry Thill March 22. The
hearing will start at 1 p.m. in
the court room of the
Courthouse.
County Attorney Robert

Fletcher said the delay has
been caused by failure to
receive all lab reports hack by
Lincoln County Sheriff Mike
McMeekin, who conducted the
investigation of the shooting.
Members of the coroner's

jury are: Melvin Hoy, Richard
Heater. F'orrest. Sund, Ray
Aldrich, Harvey Hotzel, Bill
Gregg.

Loggers to meet
A monthly meeting of the

Montana Loggers Assn. will
be held Saturday at 2 p.m. in
the Big Sky Village in
Superior. Regular business
and discussions are on the
agenda.

marshall and the State Dept. of Health and Environmental
Sciences.
The board noted that the work will be inspected by a state

electrical inspectoi.
A hid from K. Gwynn of Eureka to supply heavy oil for the

elementary heating plant at a firm price of 30.4 cents per
gallon delivered was accepted. Rocheleau said since the
refinery at Kevin has closed, Gwynn will obtain the heavy oil
from the Cut Bank refinery. He has advised the district that
he may not be able to supply the preferred green oil at all
times, and when it is not available the heavier black oil will be
delivered.
Big West Oil bid 32.4 cents per gallon.
The trustees declined an offer from Talcott Construction of

Great Falls to accept a final payment of $997.20 to complete
payment of the contract for demolition of the old junior high
building last September. Talcott had bid $14,472 and the
district has withheld payment of the final $1,447.20.
However, the district has paid a $900 bill from the-

Thompson Falls Refuse Disposal Dist. for disposal of debris
from the building. Talcott was supposed to have paid this, but
declined stating that the district had agreed verbally to
assume the bill.
The trustees voted unanimously to refuse Talcott's offer

and instead voted to send a warrant for $547.20 marked "final
payment for junior high building demolition." The amount
represents the $1,447.20 still due Talcott less the $900 dump
bill already paid by the district.
The board voted to accept an offer from Earl Bevis to sell

for $576 the old city shop building located west of the tennis
courts, which Bevis purchased two years ago from the city
with the intention of moving. Rocheleau said the building can
he placed on three logs and skidded to the northeast corner of
the high school building site and placed among the trees. It
will be used for storage. of school equipment, such as the
accoustical shells, tractors, lawnmowers, gymnastic eouio-
ment, lumber for shop, scrap metal used in the welding class,
track hurdles, foam rubber and other equipment.

In other action, the board:
--Was appraised by Dale Gunderson that frost heaves in the

asphalt of the No. 2 tennis courts should be fixed to prevent
further damage to the court surface. The four courts were
sealed last fall with sealing costing $1,800. Rocheleau noted
that the courts are owned by the town of Thompson Falls and
that maintenance is a city responsibility.

--Heard Gunderson and Candi Whitehead urge the
employment of Mike Pierce as junior high English instructor
next year. They cited the contributions Mike and his wife,
Candy, make to the community.
--Approved allocation of $3,000 in district funds for the

1977-78 school year to continue the adult education program.
-Agreed to have Superintendent Rocheleau ask Mrs. Jim

Doxtater of Plains to teach a summer piano program.
Rocheleau noted that Miss Billie Chubb said she desires to
take the summer off and thus will not be available to teach
piano.
--Decided to eliminate the requirement that the two bus

contractors-Harvey Curran and Heater 8.r Heater-furnish
performance bonds in the future because of skyrocketing
premiums and the fact that insurers will not provide bonds for
more than three years at a time. The district often awards
contracts for a five-year period Tuell Electric will not be
required to supply a perfromance bond on the junior high gym
rewiring project.

--Voted to pay $887 for continued membership an the
Montana School Boards Assn.
--Made plans to provide better drainage for the tennis

courts and see what can be done to re-seal the courts to save
the surface.

Weather slows
mill production
The cutback in production

at the Thompson Falls Lum-
ber Co. was shorter than
anticipated. General Manager
Ernest Franke reported Tues-
day, all shift reductions have
been cancelled and the mill is
back to full production.

Because of unusual weather
Lfferting logging jobs and
road conditions, the Thomp-
son Falls Lumber Co. has cut
back on its sawmill production
until June 1, according to
Ernest Franke, general man-
ager. The reduction includes
shutting down the graveyard
shift for five days--May 12. 13,

16, 23 and 30 Memorial Day,
a paid holiday.
Franke said log landing

work will continue as neces-
sary to handle incoming logs,
including Saturdays if pos-
sible. The planer operations
are being cut back as needed
to handle existing lumber
supplies.
Franke said some mainten

Weather
May 10 67 48 .36
May 11 68 41 .14
May 12 70 37 0
May 13 70 46 0
May 14 65 47 .13
May 15 61 34 T
May 16 59 32

ance and general repair work
is being accomplished during
the down shifts.
"We regret the necessity of

this curtailment of job, at this
time, but hope that it will be a
one-shot deal and that by
June 1, 1977 we will be in full
operation again," Franke ad-
vised the firm's employes.

Visit in Idaho

M&M Orin P. Kendall spent
the recent Mother's Day week
end with the former's mother,
Mrs. Nellie Kendall of Prince-
ton, Id. The older Mrs.
Kendall is 94 and resides with
a daughter in Princeton.


