
Lake to remain full
Although Hungry Horse

Reservoir will not fill this
summer and Flathead Lake
may not reach its maximum
level, water in the Thompson
Falls Reservoir will probably
be maintained at full capacity
this summer, Harold Craw-
ford, superintendent of the
Montana Power Hydroelectric
Plant here, said this week.
Crawford said MPC em-

ployes will replace one row of

BEAR GRASS should
end These blooms

boards in the main dam this
week. The peak of( the spring
runoff occurred June 9 when
the flow reached 21,400 cubic
feet per second, only about
one-fifth of the normal peak of
90,000 to 110,000 cubic feet
per second.
Flow early this week was

lown to about 10,000 cubic
Feet.
Crawford said, "Hungry

Horse won't fill this year." He

full bloom t!,'- week

were photographed near
Vermilion Pass Sunday afternoon. Bear grass
blooms do not appear in profusion every summer,

be in

said efforts will be made to
bring Flathead Lake up as
high as possible with the
water available. Last week
the lake level was 2890.5 feet
above sea level, just 21/2 feet
below the full level of 2893.
The MPC official expects

some cutbacks in power usage
will be required as the water
flow decreases. Ile noted that
one rancher in the Hot
Springs area has reported

that of 21 springs on his
ranch, all but four have dried
up. Normally all spring a run
the year around.
Crawford says that as the

flow of the Clark Fork River
here declines it will be
necessary to reduce the
power outpui from the gene-
rators in the The Thompson
Falls plant.

but this year appears to be an excellent one for the
spectacular flowers despite lack of winter snow.

(Ledger photo)
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Baucus opposes

wilderness plan
The lumbering industry

apparently has won the first
round in the battle to
designate the McGregor-
Thompson area as wilderness.
A House subcommittee acting
on recommendations by Rep.
Max Mulct's, removed the
86,558-acre McGregor-Thomp-
son along with two other
areas proposed by President
Carter for "instant wilder-
ness" status from a wilder-
ness bill.
Baucus recommended that

two of the three areas be
disregarded entirely and the
third be kept for study. The
areas removed from the
Endangered Wilderness Bill
are the McGregor-Thompson,
Welcome Creek and Mount
Henry areas. Only the Mc-
Gregor-Thompson is situated
in Sanders County.

Baucus recommended drop-
ping the McGregor-Thompson
and Welcome Creek areas
entirely and including the
Mount Henry area in Lincoln
County in a modified version
of Sen. Lee Metcalfs Montana
Wilderness bill, which has
been passed by the Senate.

Critics of the McGregor-
Thompson wilderness propo-
sal have pointed to the fact
that the area lacks significant
attractions except for Murr
Canyon and that the area
contains 27,627 acres which
are owned by the Burlington
Northern, Champion Timber-
lands and the State of
Montsna. The Forest Service
owns the balance of 58,931
acres.
The Forest Service filed

final environmental impact
statements in 1974 for the

Veach to compete in national finals
Loggers planning to com-

pete in the first annual
Thompson Falls Loggers Day
contests here July 16 don't
have far to go to seek advice
on how to win. They can ask
Floyd Veach, veteran Thomp-
son Falls logging truck driver
who finished in the money
twice in contests at Kalispell
in June. Now Floyd plans to
compete in the National
Logging Contest Finals Aug.
13 at Corvallis, Ore.
Floyd, who has gained

recognition as this driver of
the world's record log haul
down Thompson River, will be
in charge of the axe throw of
the Loggers Day contest
being sponsored by the
Thompson Falls-Trout Creek•
Noxon Chamber of Com-
merce.
Floyd has a large log butt

set up at his residence where
he spends some of his spare
time throwing his axe, but for
his other specialty-log truck
driving--he doesn't require
extra practice. "I get plenty of
that all week," he explains.

Currently Veach makes two
trips daily bringing a double
load of logs each trip down
Thompson River from happy
Valley, north of Highway 2.
"I have to back up every

time I get a load," pointed out
Veach. Many drivers don't
have to back up to pick up a
load of logs, he explained. He
also gets the added exper-
ience or practice of herding
two trailer loads of logs
instead of just one.
At Kalispell two weeks ago,

Floyd won $80, when his relay
team finished first. He won
another $75 by finishing
second in the truck driving
competition. Floyd was first
in the preliminary truck
driving with a score of 289
points, but finished the finals
the next day with 381 points,
and was edged out by Ray
Dudley of Columbia Falls.
Dudley finished with 416
points.
Relay teams have four

members. One man operated
the skidder, the second man
sawed, the third man (Floyd)
threw the axe and the fourth
member wrapped up the load
of logs.

Floyd's relay team was
Clyde Smith's No. 1 team. It is
Smith, a Whitefish logging
contractor, who is sponsoring
Veach's entry in the national
finals at Corvallis, Ore.

FLOYD VEACH aims his axe.

BULLS EYE.

In the finals, Veach will
wear a shirt with a design
showing the seven loads of log
on the back plus the emblem
used by 1,11(7, Inc., the firm

owned by Roger
Kalispell that hauls most
the logs coming down Thom
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VEACH LETS GO with his axe. This ended in a bullseye.
is one of his practice throws that

displays the two
trophies he won in logging contests at
Kalispell recently. Trophy at left was

FLOYD VEACH for lirst in the relay team event and
the one at right is for second in truck
driving. (Ledger photos)

McGregor-Thompson area.
The Forest Service decision
was to manage the lands in
the area in different combina-
tions for recreation, esthetics,
fisheries, wildlife, watershed,
timber and range.
The Forest Service in a fact

sheet issued April 4 stated,
"A range of management
alternatives was considered in
developing these plans, in-
cluding one calling for further
study of the roadless area for
possible inclusion in the
National Wilderness Preser-
vation System."
In recent years both

Champion and BN had roaded
and logged portions of a
section they own which is
included in the area under
study.
The Plains Ranger District

has expended $317,000 in
preparing two larger timber
sales. In the Big Rock Creek
Timber Sale containing an
estimated 10.2 million board
feet, timber was layed out,
marked and cruised during
fiscal year 1976. The work
included road location, survey
and design of 30 miles of road
needed for the timber har-
vest.

The North Fork Murr
Creek Timber Sale containing
13 million feet was layed out,
marked and cruised in FY
1976 also.
The Forest Service has

scheduled to sell the Big Rock
Creek Sale within the next 10
months.
Harvests totaling 56 million

board feet of timber has been
scheduled for sale within the
next five years by the Lolo
National Forest.
The FS estimates the loss of

these sales would result in a
reduction of 280 man years
work for local people in the
next five years, not including
the additional jobs which
would be provided by harvest-
ing of timber owned by
Champion Timberlands and
the [IN.
But, while the House

subcommittee has deleted
McGregor-Thompson from
the wilderness bill in the
House, proponents of the
wilderness c1a.asifination for
the area have stated they will
continue to fight to have the
area designated as wilder-
ness.

TC board eyes

school building
TROUT CREEK--Trustees

of Trout Creek School Dist. 6
are discussing the possibility
of a building program for the
Trout Creek school and will
interview an architect, Wil-
liam Howland of Hamilton, at
their July meeting, according
to Dan Loughery, chairman.
Loughery said the board is

seeking figures on the cost of
constructing five classrooms
with possibly a lunchroom -
multi-purpose room and kitch
en either as a new school
building or as an addition to
the present lower grade class-
room building.
A knoll at the schoolground

is considered ass possible site
for the building and this
possibly could be utilized to
construct a building with
daylight basement which
could be used as the combina
tion multi-purpose room.
lunchroom and kitchen with
classrooms overhead, Lough
ery said.

If the new classrooms are
constructed, the older class

room building which is used
by the upper grades might be
eliminated.
The district has no bonded

indebtedness at present.
Loughery said the first step

is to obtain tentative figures
from an architect and then
discuss a proposal with
citizens of the Trout Creek
community before continuing.
He said the board would

like to shoot for construction
of the new classrooms next
year if plans progress maim
fact only.

Falls to note

4th hIpliday
Monday, the Fourth of July,

will be a general holiday in
Thompson Falls with federal,
state. county and city offices
as well as most retail firms
and manufacturing plants
closed.
Normal business hours will

he resumed Tuesday.

Tax deadline
Weather

is today
Today-Thursday. June 30

at 6 p.m. is the deadline for
homeowners to apply for tax
relief on their residences.
Homeowners who have not
yet turned in a tax relief
application with the county
assessor run the risk of losing
an average of $100 in property
tax relief.
The tax relief is available to

all home owners on homes
they occupy, including mobile
homes.
To file for the tax relief,

home owners merely need to
fill in a form at the county
assessor's office.
But, today is the final day.

Tomorrow is too late.

June 21
June 22
June 23
June 24
June 26
June 26
June 27

80 50 0
82 48 0
87 45 0
90 48 0
89 63 0
85 49 0
82 52 0

Thompson earns

all A grades

NOXON- William Thomp-
son, a graduate of Noxon High
School, was among 85 stu
dents at Eastern Montana
College at Billings earning all
A grades during the spring
quarter according to the
honor roll released by EMC
Registrar Charles Kittock.
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